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The National Geographic School Publishing has twelve theme sets designed to address the various 

reading levels in the class while covering the same core concepts. These include: Animals and their 

Habitats, Providing Goods, Extreme Weather, Cells at Work, Trade Across Time and Cultures, Life 

Cycles, Shaping Earth’s Surface, Using Simple Machines, Using Earth’s Resources, Cultures and 

Celebrations, Communication Around the World, and Energy.  

 

The Cultures and Celebrations theme-based set includes four books, each one related to a country of 

the world. Greg Banks explains in page four of each book that culture is: 

 

the way people in one group live that makes them different from other groups. Culture 
is made up of many different things. These include traditions, language, dress, 
ceremonies, and other ways of life that people share. Celebrations are also an important 
part of culture. By looking at countries such as Mexico, Italy, Japan and Egypt, you can 
see how cultural practise brings people together. 

 

In this way each 32-page book presents the same concepts and includes the following sections: 

 

1. Cultures and celebrations. This is an introduction to the concept of culture and 

celebration. 

2. The culture of the country. Two pages of this section are allocated to 

introducing the country, describing some general information about the country 

(history, languages, climate and buildings) and a world map with the location of the 

country and its major cities. This also includes information on the people who live in that 

country, their food, beliefs and values, culture and national identity, their flag, art, 

music, languages and celebrations. It also includes a section on changing culture that 

discusses modern and traditional cultural practices, and talks about dress, games and 

customs of the people in the nominated country. 



3. Think about the key concepts. This section encourages students to think about 

the key concepts presented in the previous section and to discuss them. It also includes 

a visual literacy section on how to read a comparison chart of the four countries in this 

set and their cultures. A genre study section about photo essay is also included here, 

with a very interesting six page photo essay describing one of the important celebrations 

of each country (from Mexico – El Día de los Muertos, from Italy – Il Palio, from Japan – 

Shichi-Go-San, and from Egypt – Id Al-Fitr). 

4. Apply the key concepts. This section includes three learning activities to help 

students to reflect on the ways of life of people and how this contributes to culture, 

celebrations, national identity and culture change. In addition, it contains information 

and procedures to help learners to research and write about their own culture in various 

forms. 

5. Glossary. This one page section includes the definitions of terms that are 

relevant to the culture and celebrations of the people themed in the book. In this way, 

words like geometric and skullcaps are described in the book on Egypt, while words such 

as sumo and origami have been included in the glossary in the book about Japan. 

6. Index. 

 

From the literacy point of view, the four books have been written for different reading levels. The 

book on Mexico is the easiest, followed by Italy, Japan and Egypt, which is the most difficult reading 

level. In these books the text density increases as the vocabulary and sentence structure become 

more complex. The number of concepts covered in a given section also increases to engage 

students. Overall, they encourage research-based and student-centred instruction. 

 

All the books make an excellent use of a variety of visual literacy elements, including photographs of 

children in their daily life in those countries, to encourage students to reflect on the content 

presented and to research and write a variety of non-fiction characteristics. These books have been 

written to include simple, step-by-step instructions to help students to complete their activities. 

Students can work on their own or in groups. It uses a student-centred approach to facilitate 

learning. In addition, they provide more detailed teaching notes and assessment options in the 

Teacher’s Guide, which is also available online (Teacher’s Guide at www.ngschoolpub.org). 

http://www.ngschoolpub.org/


 

Overall, I think that the Cultures and Celebrations theme-based set can help students to become 

familiar with different ways of life and cultures, and to reflect on their own cultural practices. It can 

also encourage them to use the key concepts and vocabulary provided to examine and discuss issues 

of national and cultural identity. These books are worthwhile additions to your class library to help 

students to increase their awareness and understanding of other cultures, as well as their own in a 

Multicultural Australia. 


