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Abstract 

The content of The Sunbird, journal of Birds Queensland (Queensland Ornithological Society), 
over 44 years from 1970 to the end of 2013, is reviewed and compared with that of The 
Australian Bird Watcher (ABW), published by the Bird Observers Club over 44 years, from 1959 
to 2002 (Ley 2011). Given its restricted geographical scope (mainly Queensland), Sunbird 
compares well with the nation-wide ABW, having just under half the total number of 
contributions and authors. Refereed articles comprised an identical percentage (88%) of 
contributions in both journals, and the proportions allocated to each major subject area were 
remarkably similar. However, while the vast majority of major contributors to ABW were 
amateur ornithologists, almost half of those to Sunbird were institution-based scientists, whose 
contributions, in terms of volume, exceeded that of amateur ornithologists (58% vs 42%, 
respectively).  

About 9% of articles concerned studies conducted outside Queensland, mostly in 
northeast New South Wales. Not surprisingly, for studies within Queensland, regional 
coverage was heavily biased (47% of all articles) towards the populous southeast. Passerines 
were the subject of about 40% of articles, commensurate with their representation among all 
birds, but only 22% of the pages devoted to breeding behaviour concerned passerines. Relatively 
few articles in the journal concerned migration, and the majority appeared before 1990. Yet 
data on the timing of migration are important in determining the behavioural responses of 
birds to climate change and other threats. Early volumes of the journal featured the results of 
the QOS Annual Bird Count and Garden Bird Survey, yet these pioneering projects, which 
provided rich sources of data for Sunbird articles, were short-lived. As scientists are 
increasingly obliged to publish in high impact journals, the collection and publication of 
breeding and migration data have become the responsibility of birdwatchers and citizen 
scientists. The Sunbird remains an important and highly respected vehicle for the publication of 
such information. 

Introduction 

The Queensland Ornithological Society (QOS), the official name of  Birds 
Queensland, began with a meeting of  33 people at the Biological Sciences 
Building at the University of  Queensland, St Lucia, on 15 October 1969 
(Straw 1969; Dow 2003a). Its aims were to “promote the scientific study and 
conservation of  birds, by all means possible, with particular reference to the 
birds of  Queensland”. As part of  achieving the first aim, one of  the 
activities envisaged by the original Council was the production of  a quarterly 
scientific journal for the publication of  papers on all aspects of  Queensland 
ornithology (Straw 1969; Niland 2004). Only five months later, in March 
1970, the inaugural issue of  The Sunbird (hereafter, Sunbird) was published, 
ushering in a new era in Queensland ornithology.  
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The history of  the Society’s journal up to December 2011 has been 
detailed by Rounsevell and Kuershner (2011), who also provided a table 
summarising the size of  each volume, and their editors. Except for two 
years, the journal was published on a quarterly basis until 1998 (Volume 28) 
when it was reduced to three issues per annum, and finally, to two issues 
from 2004 to present day. Over the four full decades of  Sunbird, the size of  
each volume fluctuated, peaking in the 1990s, when each volume averaged 
98 pages (Figure 1). Although the 2000s saw a drop to 81 pages, on average, 
per volume, the size of  each issue increased from 27 to 34 pages. Indeed, the 
two largest volumes were in 1996 and 2003, both of  which totalled 120 
pages (Rounsevell & Kuershner 2011). Nevertheless the drop in content has 
continued into the current decade, with an average of  65 pages per volume. 

In this paper I review the content of  Sunbird from 1970 to the end of  
2013, a total of  44 years. Contributions were categorised in terms of  the 
locality, species or ecological group, and major topic concerned. Authors 
were categorised as scientists if  their address was a scientific or academic 
institution; those with private addresses were assumed to be amateur 
ornithologists. The state of  Queensland was divided into eight regions, as 
defined in the QOSI Bird Reports of  the 1980s (Palliser 1985). 
Coincidentally, in the same year as Rounsevell and Kuershner’s review, Ley 
(2011) reviewed 44 years (1959–2002) of  publishing of  The Australian Bird 
Watcher (hereafter, ABW), the forerunner of  Australian Field Ornithology, 
published by the Bird Observers Club. Since this period is identical to that 
of  my review of  Sunbird, albeit a decade earlier, I make some comparisons 
of  the content of  the two journals.  

Ley (2011) presented a table showing the number of  articles in ABW on 
each major subject area. However, the number of  articles concerning a 
particular topic does not necessarily reflect the volume of  text devoted to it. 

Figure 1.  Fluctuations in the number of pages in each volume (line graph) and mean number 
of pages per decade (shaded background) of Sunbird from 1970 to 2013. 
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For example, in the first 20 years of  publication of  Kukila, the journal of  
Indonesian ornithology, annotated avifaunal lists of  particular regions, 
islands and protected areas comprised 27% of  the articles, yet they 
contributed a massive 67% of  the volume by pages (Noske 2006). 
Accordingly, for each contributor, region, species or topic in Sunbird I 
present data on both the number of  articles and the pages they occupy. 

Overview 

While Sunbird and ABW are comparable in size and content, and in the 
predominance of  contributions by amateur ornithologists, as opposed to 
professional ornithologists or biologists, their geographical scopes differ 
profoundly in that ABW covers the whole of  Australia, while that of  Sunbird 
is largely restricted to the state of  Queensland. Given this disparity, it is not 
surprising that ABW published slightly over twice as many contributions as 
Sunbird (Table 1). Of  the contributions to ABW, 1,398 (88%) were refereed 
articles, comprising long papers and short notes (which overlapped in size), 
while the remainder mainly consisted of  book reviews, notices, errata and 
obituaries. Interestingly, refereed articles comprised an identical percentage 
(88%) of  contributions to Sunbird (Table 1). The number of  contributions to 
Sunbird was less than half  (44%) that of  ABW, yet the total number of  pages 
for the two journals was much closer, Sunbird having 62% as many pages as 
ABW. This is due to contributions (of  all types) being 40% longer, on 
average, in Sunbird than in ABW (5.2 vs 3.7 pages, respectively; Table 1), 
though this does not consider the number of  words per page. 

One indicator of  the international significance of  Australian 
ornithological journals is the number of  their articles that have been cited in 
the definitive 16-volume Handbook of  the Birds of  the World (del Hoyo et al. 
1992–2011). Significantly Sunbird articles were almost as well represented as 
the nation-wide journal Corella, although the average number of  ABW articles 
per year of  publication was more than double that of Sunbird (Table 2). 

Type of contribution 
Aust. Bird Watcher The Sunbird 

n* % n % 

Articles 1,398 87.7 617 87.9 

Reviews 76 4.8 54 7.7 

Obituaries 19 1.2 7 1.0 

Other 101 6.3 24 3.4 

Total 1,594 100 702 100 

No. pages 5,850  3,656  

Mean page length 3.67   5.21   

Table 1.  Comparison of number and type of contributions to Australian Bird Watcher and  
Sunbird. 
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Major contributors and geographical coverage 

Relative to the total number of  contributions, ABW had 19% more authors 
than Sunbird (3.13 vs 2.62 authors per contribution). ABW published 
contributions by 510 sole or senior authors, 25 (4.9%) of  whom made ten or 
more contributions (Ley 2011). Sunbird has had 268 such authors, yet a very 
similar proportion (4.6%) wrote ten or more papers. Twenty-seven authors 
(10.1% of  the total) made six or more contributions (Table 2), which in 
combination comprised 39% of  all contributions and 40% of  all pages. 
Twelve (44%) of  these 27 authors were institution-based scientists, who 
contributed slightly fewer articles than amateur ornithologists (46% vs 54%), 
though the total volume of  their contributions exceeded that of  amateurs 
(58% vs 42%). All of  these authors were based in Queensland, except three 
who were based in New South Wales. 

By far the most prolific contributor to Sunbird was Peter Woodall who 
contributed 29 papers, more than twice as many as the next most productive 
author (Table 3). However, as the average size of  contributions varied 
greatly among authors, the total number of  pages is a more accurate gauge 
of  the volume of  published material. Using this measure, Woodall wrote 
substantively more (194 pp) than the next most productive authors, Peter 
Britton and Stephen Debus (Table 3). Along with Jiro Kikkawa, the latter 
authors wrote over 100 pages of  text, and averaged 11–12 pages per article. 
Impressively, Stephen Debus also made more contributions to ABW than 
any other author, and was Editor or Coordinating Editor of  that journal 
from 1984 to 2002 (Ley 2011). 

Journal title First year of  
publication 

Last year of 
publication 

No. years to 
2011 

No. papers 
in HBW* 

No. papers 
per yrs. of 

publication 

Emu 1901  - 111 1100 9.9 

Aust. Bird Watcher 1959 2002 44 324 7.4 

Corella 1977  - 35 127 3.6 

Sunbird 1970  - 34 117 3.4 

Aust. Birds 1974 2010 37 111 3.0 

S. Aust. Orn. 1914  - 98 97 1.0 

Aust. Field Orn. 2003  - 9 18 2.0 

Aust. Bird Bander 1963 1976 14 14 1.0 

Amytornis 2008  - 4 1 0.3 

Table 2.  Number of articles from Australian ornithological journals cited in Handbook of the 
Birds of the World (del Hoyo et al. 1992-2011)*.   

* Source: Handbook of the Birds of the World Alive (2015).  
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The geographical scope of  Sunbird was not delineated until the first 
issue of  Volume 7 (1976), wherein the then editor Graham Leach invited 
papers on “ornithology in Queensland and the adjacent lands and seas of  
northern Australia”. Two years later (Volume 9, 1978) this description was 
abbreviated by editor J.C. Pearson to “Queensland and adjacent regions of  
Australia”, and has remained thus until today. In fact the nation’s borders 
were breached six times by articles on Papua-New Guinea and the Solomon 
Islands, which provided no fewer than 38 pages. Including the latter, regions 
outside Queensland accounted for 9.2% of  articles (and 5.8% of  pages) in 
which the region under study was identified. Most of  these contributions 
concerned studies conducted in northeast New South Wales (32 articles/ 98 
pages), followed by the Northern Territory (13/52). 

Within Queensland, articles about birds in the southeast 
overwhelmingly dominated Sunbird, comprising almost half  of  the number 
of  articles (47%) and pages (45%) (Figure 2). This is not unexpected given 
that almost half  of  the human population of  Queensland lives in Brisbane, 
although this proportion has risen over the lifespan of  the journal (ABS 
2015). In the southeast, localities that received the most attention included 
Fraser Island (5 articles/67 pages), Redcliffe (1/40), Wellington Point (4/31) 
and Stradbroke Islands (12/27). Northeast Queensland, including Cape 
York, ranked second among the regions, comprising 28% of  all articles and 
31% of  pages. Each of  the other six regions featured in less than 8% of  the 

Name No. 
contrib. 

Total 
pp § 

Pp per 
article 

Name No. 
contrib. 

Total 
pp # 

Pp per 
article 

Woodall, P.F.* 29 194 6.7 Macdonald, J.D.* 9 28 3.1 

Pratt, E. # 14 23 1.6 Robertson, J.S. 9 37 4.1 

Britton, P.L. 13 143 11.0 Garnett, S.* 8 51 6.4 

Corben, C. 12 35 2.9 Czechura, G.* 7 26 3.6 

Debus, S.*# 11 127 11.5 Fien, I. 7 14 2.0 

Ingram, G.* 11 64 5.8 Stewart, D.* 6 79 13.2 

McLean, J.A. 11 72 6.5 Baldwin, M. # 6 32 5.3 

Roberts, G. 11 53 4.8 Boles, W.*# 6 26 4.3 

Vernon, D.P.* 11 32 2.9 Dawson, P. 6 31 5.2 

Beruldsen, G. 10 52 5.2 Dow, D.D.* 6 28 4.7 

Griffin, A.C.M. 10 43 4.3 Frith, C.B.* 6 29 4.8 

Jaensch, R.* 10 83 8.3 Nielsen, L. 6 14 2.3 

Hopkins, N. 9 21 2.3 Rounsevell, D. 6 14 2.3 

Kikkawa, J.* 9 107 11.9         

Table 3.  Major contributors to Sunbird (senior authors only), listed in order of number of 
contributions, with total number of pages and average length of their contributions. 

* Institution-based scientists; # address outside Qld; § five highest values in bold print. 
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articles, and 7% of  the pages (Figure 2). In east-central Queensland, Heron 
Island (5/48) and the Rockhampton area (5/47) were important localities.  
southwest Queensland received more attention (33/167) than the central-
west and northwest (23/117). 

Taxonomic spread and major topics 

Of  the 513 articles in which the subject could be assigned to a particular 
taxon or ecological group, 41% concerned passerines, a percentage that is 
remarkably close to their representation in the Queensland checklist. Among 
the non-passerines, aquatic birds (seabirds, waterbirds and shorebirds) and 
terrestrial birds were almost equally well represented, with 49.7% of  articles 
and 52.8% of  pages concerning the former. Seabirds were featured more 
than waterbirds and shorebirds in terms of  number of  articles (24.5% vs 
13.6% and 11.6%, respectively) and total pages (21.6% vs 16.2% and 15.1%). 
Diurnal raptors were the fourth most represented group (Figure 3), their 
total pages being more than twice that of  the next most represented non-
passerine order (parrots and cockatoos). Rails followed the latter, which is 
surprising given the relatively small number of  species this family contains. 

Among the passerines, honeyeaters (excluding chats) received the most 
attention, filling 20% of  the pages devoted to this order. Another 10% solely 
concerned the Yellow Chat Epthianura crocea. Malurids (fairy-wrens, emu-
wrens and grasswrens), finches, Acanthizids (thornbills, gerygones and 
scrubwrens) and white-eyes (mainly the Silvereye Zosterops lateralis) each 
contributed more than 5% towards the total pages devoted to passerines. 

Figure 2.  The number of pages of Sunbird devoted to different regions of Queensland (1970–
2013; n=2795 pages). Excludes articles concerning whole of the state, or regions outside the 
state, or where locality was unspecified or irrelevant.  
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The most frequent subject of  articles in Sunbird by far was behaviour, 
including breeding biology, feeding behaviour (and/or diet) and 
vocalisations. Although the average size of  articles on these topics was 
relatively small (4.1 pp), they contributed the most pages overall (Figure 4). 
The second most frequent subject was geographical distribution of  species, 
mostly range extensions, but again, these articles were relatively short (4.0 
pp). Articles about the status, including abundance or seasonality, of  species 

Figure 3.  The number of pages of Sunbird devoted to various non-passerine groups (1970–
2013; n=1337 pages).    

Figure 4.  Number of articles (n=625) and pages (n=3516) of Sunbird devoted to major topics 
(1970–2013).   
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or taxonomic groups (e.g. waders), on the other hand, ranked third in both 
frequency and volume, as such articles averaged somewhat longer (6.4 pp). 
In contrast, articles about the avifauna of  particular regions, including 
surveys, were relatively long (on average, 12.7 pp), making their contribution 
by volume the second largest in the journal (Figure 4). Other subjects, in 
order of  decreasing frequency were species’ ecology, human-bird 
interactions, ornithological history, plumage variations, identification, 
taxonomy and nomenclature. Using the categories of  Ley (2011), the relative 
contribution of  each subject area to Sunbird, based on numbers of  articles, is 
remarkably similar to that of  ABW (Table 4). 

Behaviour and distributional studies 

Breeding behaviour, including cooperative breeding, was the subject of  81 
articles occupying 423 pages, or 13% and 12% of  the respective totals, in the 
journal. Only 22% of  the pages and 33% of  the articles devoted to this 
topic concerned passerines, despite species of  this order constituting more 
than 40% of  the Queensland checklist. Of  the non-passerines, the group 
that received the most attention in relation to breeding was the waterbirds, 
contributing 19% of  the pages on this topic, and 21% of  the articles. The 
two most prolific authors on this topic were Gordon Beruldsen (6 articles/ 
40 pages) and Roger Jaensch (5 articles/ 41 pages). Author of  the only book 
on nests and eggs of  Australian birds written in the second half  of  the 20th 
century (Beruldsen 1980), Beruldsen contributed far more articles (23) to 
ABW than Sunbird, making him the fifth most published author in ABW 
(Ley 2011). Another 13% of  articles dealt with foraging behaviour and diet, 
but occupied fewer pages (318) than articles on breeding behaviour. The 
most frequently represented taxonomic group were raptors, which 

Topic Aust. Bird Watcher The Sunbird 

n % n % 

Species ecology 352 22.1 140 19.9 

Distribution & rarities 347 21.8 127 18.1 

Miscellaneous bird biology 215 13.5 104 14.8 

Food & feeding 189 11.9 83 11.8 

Regional lists 159 10.0 72 10.3 

Behaviour 100 6.3 57 8.1 

Vocalisations 19 1.2 10 1.4 

Taxonomy 8 0.5 7 1.0 

Identification 5 0.3 13 1.9 

Not classified 200 12.5 89 12.7 

Total 1,594 100 702 100 

Table 4.  Comparison between Australian Bird Watcher and Sunbird of number of articles on 
various topics, as defined by Ley (2011)  
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contributed 30% of  the articles and 37% of  the pages on this topic. The diet 
of  frugivores occupied 12% of  these articles, but surprisingly few articles 
were written about the feeding behaviour of  nectarivores and granivores 
(6% each). 

The frequency of  articles on the distribution of  species found in 
Queensland gradually dropped each decade from 23.7% in the 1970s to 
7.5% in the 2000s; the volume of  these articles similarly dropped from 
11.6% of  pages to 5.6%. This decline may be partly due to the intervention 
of  two national bird atlases (Blakers et al. 1984, Barret et al. 2003), each of  
which increased our knowledge of  the distributional limits of  most 
Australian bird species. However, between the two atlases, from 1984 to 
1992, the journal featured annual QOS Bird Reports, which listed 
‘interesting’ records that had been submitted from all parts of  the state over 
the previous calendar year. In the first of  these reports, which detailed 
records submitted by 70 observers, Stewart (1983) suggested a relationship 
between the large numbers of  waterbirds in the state’s southeast and a 
severe drought, a theme that was later explored empirically by Woodall 
(1985, 1988a). The 1991 Bird Report (Britton 1992) was the largest, 
comprising 33 pages and containing records for 289 species submitted by 
201 observers, including two alleged sightings of  the Endangered Coxen’s 
Fig-Parrot Cyclopsitta diophthalma coxeni. Sadly, this report was the last of  its 
kind. 

Bird counting studies 

Articles concerning the birds of  a particular region or island, including 
surveys and counts, were categorised as ‘avifauna’ for the purposes of  this 
review (Figure 4). From 1972 to 1974, Sunbird featured reports and data 
summaries of  the QOS Annual Bird Counts of  the Brisbane region, which 
encompassed a circle of  80 km radius centred near Darra southwest of  the 
city. Due to increasing participation by members over that short period and 
greater coverage of  the survey area, the number of  birds counted more than 
tripled from 8,804 individuals, comprising 191 species, in the first of  two 
counts in 1972 (QOS 1972) to 28,782 individuals, comprising 262 species, in 
1974 (QOS 1975). Only two species (Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa and 
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris) featured among the five most numerous 
species in all four counts (Table 5). Unfortunately, although bird counts 
continued until 1983, the journal’s annual reports ceased after 1975, replaced 
by brief  summaries in the QOS Newsletter. Nevertheless, the data from 
these counts provided the basis for valuable detailed analyses of  the 
influence of  local and inland rainfall on Brisbane’s populations of  
waterfowl, finches and inland waders (Woodall 1985, 1987, 1988a). The 
counts were also one of  three sources of  data used for an analysis of  
changes in wader numbers in Moreton Bay over three decades (Woodall 
1988b). 
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Another important QOS counting project reported in Sunbird was the 
year-long Garden Bird Survey during 1979–1980. These counts were 
conducted at many sites on a regular basis, often weekly, to determine 
seasonal and spatial variation in the abundance of  birds in cities and towns 
of  Queensland (Woodall 1995). Analysis of  these data revealed that the 
House Sparrow was, on average, the most numerous and frequently 
recorded species, followed by the Silvereye Zosterops lateralis. In addition, 
many species were more frequently recorded and numerous in autumn-
winter than in spring-summer, including the Willie Wagtail Rhipidura 
leucophrys, Grey Fantail R. albiscapa and Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris 
(Woodall 1995). In 1999–2000, the Garden Bird Survey was repeated to 
assess changes after 20 years. Nineteen species had increased in frequency 
and abundance by the second survey, and ten species had declined (Woodall 
2002). All species that increased were large-bodied (mostly > 100 g), while 
decreasing species were small-bodied, with median weights of 207 g and 17 g, 
respectively (Woodall 2002). This reduction of  small birds in gardens was 
attributed to exclusion by the hyper-aggressive Noisy Miner Manorina 
melanocephala, the smallest of  the increasers.  

Migration was the subject of  24 articles comprising 91 pages of  the 
journal, representing only 3.8% and 2.8% of  the total articles and pages, 
respectively. The majority (70%) of  these articles were written before 1990, 
and concerned arrival and departure dates of  migratory land birds. An 
interesting exception was that of  Woodall (2007), who used data from the 
above-mentioned Garden Bird Surveys and several other published and 
unpublished sources to show that Spangled Drongos Dicrurus bracteatus 
exhibited complex movements in southeast Queensland. In some Brisbane 
suburbs they were present year-round, with a large winter influx, but on the 

Species Jan-72 Oct-72 Oct-73 Oct-74 No. years 
in top 5 

Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa 306 806 531 986 4 

Dusky Moorhen  Gallinula tenebrosa 122 391 107 1,194 1 

Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio 221 1,026 306 1,019 2 

Red-capped Plover  Charadrius ruficapillus 327 34 108 77 1 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  Calidris acuminata 235 1,760 257 395 1 

Red-necked Stint  Calidris ruficollis 1,006 78 367 546 2 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 270 537 355 601 1 

Fairy Martin  Petrochelidon ariel 191 782 389 760 3 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 178 397 402 522 1 

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 374 2,230 589 797 4 

 

Table 5.  Numbers counted of ten species that were among the five most abundant species 
(bold values) in at least one of the first three years of QOS Annual Bird Counts. Data extract-
ed from QOS (1972, 1973, 1974, 1975).   
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coast, they were largely winter visitors, and at the higher altitudes of  
D’Aguilar NP and Toowoomba, summer visitors only. These findings 
contradict the conclusions of  a broad-scale analysis of  Atlas data for 407 
species (Griffioen & Clarke 2002), which failed to find any strong evidence 
of  movements in this species. Thus Woodall’s (2007) study demonstrates the 
importance of  regular counts at fine spatial scales, such as city suburbs, in 
determining the movements of  these birds over the year. 

Discussion and conclusions 

This review suggests that, despite its much smaller geographic scope, Sunbird 
compares favourably with the ABW, having 44% of  the number of  
contributions and 62% of  the number of  pages of  the latter. The number 
of  contributors to Sunbird was 53% of  that of  ABW, but the proportion of  
authors that wrote ten or more contributions was very similar. Moreover, the 
apportionment of  major topics was remarkably consistent between the two 
journals. As expected, due to the high population density of  Brisbane and 
surrounding regions, there was a significant bias in geographic coverage 
towards the southeast of  the state. The far northeast was also well 
represented, probably partly owing to the appeal of  its endemic tropical 
rainforest-dependent avifauna. 

Perhaps the most surprising discovery from this review is that among 
the 27 most productive authors, scientists rivalled amateur ornithologists in 
terms of  volume of  contributions. Although Ley (2011) did not attempt to 
analyse the professional status of  authors, the vast majority of  the major 
contributors listed in his Table 1 appear to be amateur ornithologists. This 
disparity between the two journals in participation by scientists may be 
attributable, at least in part, to the origins of  the two organisations, the Bird 
Observers Club being grounded in the Melbourne birdwatching fraternity, in 
contrast to that of  QOS, which had a strong scientific foundation, beginning 
with a meeting of  staff  and students of  the Zoology Department at the 
University of  Queensland (Dow 2003a). The Society’s Foundation President 
was Jim (J.D.) Macdonald, long-term curator at the Bird Section of  the 
British Museum of  Natural History, Harold Hall Australian Expeditions 
leader and author of  many books and papers about birds of  Africa, as well 
as Australia (Leach 2003; Dow 2003b). Its second President (1972–1975) 
was Jiro Kikkawa, who became Professor and Head of  the School of  
Zoology at UQ in 1980, and was awarded the Ecological Society of  
Australia’s Gold Medal in 1986 and Birds Australia’s D.L. Serventy Medal in 
1999.    

Early volumes of  Sunbird featured the results of  the QOS Annual Bird 
Count and Garden Bird Surveys, but the former was discontinued in 1983 
and the latter was conducted in only two years, 20 years apart. It seems a 
shame that these two pioneering initiatives were discontinued for they 
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almost certainly would otherwise have furnished a unique historical record 
of  changes in the avifauna of  southeast Queensland. Similarly, early volumes 
featured many articles that provided arrival and departure dates of  migratory 
land birds in southeast Queensland and northeast New South Wales (e.g. 
Pratt 1972; Perkins 1973), but there have been few papers about this subject 
in the journal since 1990. Yet data on the migration schedules of  birds are 
now more important than ever, given the evidence for changes in the arrival 
dates of  some species in response to a warming climate (Beaumont et al. 
2006; Chambers & Keatley 2010).  

A questionnaire survey of  QOS members in 1993 suggested that while 
most members read the journal, surprisingly few contributed articles 
(Rounsevell & Kuerschner 2011). Indeed Rounsevell & Kuerschner (2011) 
concluded that while “some outstanding and consistent contributions from a 
few club members have found their way onto the pages of  Sunbird, articles 
from non-Birds Queensland (QOS) authors are the life blood of  the 
journal”. One reason for the lack of  contributions by members could be the 
widespread perception that we already know all there is to know about the 
life history and ecology of  Australian birds, a misconception reinforced by 
the large number of  ‘coffee table’ bird books on the market. Another factor 
may be apprehension fuelled by the belief  that analysing and publishing field 
data requires the use of  sophisticated software, and an understanding of  
complex statistical procedures. In relation to this misconception, I can do 
little better than quote the words of  the first QOS President, J.D. 
Macdonald, which remain as pertinent today as they were when they were 
printed 46 years ago: 

There may be certain people who hesitate to join the Society, because they feel 
they do not measure up to what is implied by the terms “scientific” and 
“ornithology”. But they need have no misgivings; anyone who can make an 
accurate observation on any aspect of  bird life and who takes the trouble to 
record it is contributing as much to knowledge as those who accurately observe 
and record the shape of  a bone or artery or submit analyses of  blood samples. 
The society wants such people to be members of  the Society and to co-operate 
in achieving its aims. (Macdonald 1969). 

Given the ever-increasing imperative for scientists and students to 
publish their findings in high impact journals, Sunbird has become more 
dependent than ever on contributions from amateur ornithologists and 
birdwatchers. There is huge scope for members of  Birds Queensland and 
other ornithological organisations to fill the enormous gaps in our 
knowledge of  the life history and ecology of  Australia’s birds, especially 
those of  the tropical and arid regions.  
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