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Abstract: 

The acknowledgment made by the Australian anthropologist, William Stanner, 
in his 1968 Boyer lecture, 'The Great Australian Silence', brought to light the 
lack of an Aboriginal presence in Australian historiography. Since that time 
there has been a significant number of Australian historians who have 
contributed to the inclusion of Indigenous histories in Australia, including 
Indigenous Australian historians. In the discipline of art history, substantial 
developments in the interpretation of Indigenous Australian art have paralleled 
the development of the Aboriginal art movement, yet contributions by 
Indigenous authors are still relatively rare compared with the large numbers of 
Indigenous practitioners producing art in Australia today. This essay 
acknowledges the value of Indigenous contributions in Australian art history 
and the need for Australian universities, art galleries and museums, to include 
Indigenous people in Australian art history contexts, especially because 
Indigenous Australian art has a central and foundational role in the art of 
Australia. 

Acknowledging the need for the inclusion of Australia's first peoples in art 
history's history in Australia and in Australian education and art institutions, 
should run parallel to the growth of the Indigenous art movement and its 
unique contribution to Australian society, yet Indigenous Australian voices in 
Indigenous Australian art history are relatively rare. In 2010, I was the only 
Indigenous Australian art historian to present a paper at the University of 
Melbourne conference, 'Art History's History in Australia and New Zealand', 
and to my knowledge the only Indigenous Australian who attended the 
conference. When I initially chose to present my paper on the subject of the 
Indigenous Australian 'voice', I prepared by initially making contact with 
Indigenous colleagues in the arts industry who are mainly comprised of a 
small number of curators, as well as a handful (literally) of Indigenous 
colleagues working in the field of Indigenous art in the higher education 
sector. I wanted to become more familiar with their work and I realized that a 
new, longer-term research project was needed to properly investigate their 
contributions. A comprehensive comparative analysis of the work of 
Indigenous writers in Australian art history would make a valuable research 
project, however one of the problems in researching Indigenous Australian 
writing on Indigenous Australian art, is that it consists mainly of art catalogue 
essays and journal articles, rather than comprehensive book length studies. 
While today there is a growing range of essays and articles on Indigenous 
Australian art, entire books by Indigenous authors in the discipline of art 
history are rare. The canon of writings by Indigenous Australians is also 
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