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Occasionally, as the light changes at the end of the day, just before sunset, I can still be overcome by the sensation: 

'it's too late now for anyone to visit us in the Home today.' (Sheedy, 2005, p. 67) 

Abstract: For many individuals who spent time in institutional and out-of-home care during the 20th century, the experience was marked by 

longing, loss, and displacement. This paper outlines theoretical and methodological directions in the collaborative work, Apart and A Part, and 

introduces some of the key works resulting from this collaboration with Australian care leavers. The historical and theoretical work of John 

Murphy (2010) is used to discuss the complexities of the formation of memory, narrative, and identity, and the work of Margaret Somers (1994) and 

David Carr (1986) is used to explore how intrinsic narrative and belonging are to our ontology. Many individuals who grew up in institutional care 

have inconsistent records of their heritage and therefore a linear history can be difficult to construct due to a lack of information, the withholding 

of information by authorities, or the impacts of trauma and grief on the individual. 

If. as Murphy, Somers and Carr suggest, a narrative is an ontological requirement for sense making and the avoidance of chaos, then it is not 

difficult to imagine the confusion and loss that many children who were raised in state, church, or foster care experienced when trying to construct 

adult narratives of the self. Through blending oral history, creative non-fiction and collaborative art practice, Apart and A Part explores how life 

has played out for individuals after leaving out-of-home care, and investigates how this can be represented through non-linear approaches to 

storytelling and narrative. 

Occasionally, as the light changes at the end of the day, just before 

sunset, I can still be overcome by the sensation: 'it's too late 

now for anyone to visit us in the Home today'. 

For many individuals who spent time in institutional and 

out-of-home care during the 20th century the experience 

was marked by longing, loss, and displacement. This · 

paper outlines key theoretical and methodological 

directions in the collaborative work, Apart and A Part, 

and introduces some of the key works produced as a 

result of this collaboration. 

Through collaborative dialogue this visual research aims 

to locate how the institutional or 'care' experience·has 

manifested in the lives of care leavers and how this has 

affected notions of self. The work attempts to capture 

the affective dimensions of trauma, memory, and 

narrative, adding to an established body of literature 

on the institution and an emerging body of literature 

on Australian Care Leavers, the term that describes an 

individual who spent time in institutional or out-of-home 

care in the 20th century, while exploring contemporary 

approaches to visual arts inquiry that allow non-rational 

and intangible aspects of the lived experience to be 

interrogated and communicated. 

An estimated 500,000 children were placed in 

institutional or out-of-home-care during the 20th Century 

in Australia. Many individuals identify as being harmed 

as a result of this 'care', and continue to experience 

the impacts of abuse and neglect in their adult lives 

(Penglase, 2005; Commonwealth of Australia, 2004). 

There are many reasons why children were placed in 

care, including social, political and religious pressure in 

addition to personal reasons. In many cases, questions 

of why children ended up in care are unknown because 

of inadequate record keeping, or records being 

lost, withheld, censored, or impossible to interpret 

(Commonwealth of Australia, 2004). As such, these 

gaps in individual narratives create what Taryn Simon 

(2011a) refers to in her work, A Living Man Declared 

Dead and Other Chapters, as the unobtainable archive 

(Simon, 2012b). 

Investigations, such as the Royal Commission into 

Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, and 

reports, such as the 2004 Senate Committee Report: 
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