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ABSTRACT 
This study used an interdisciplinary approach to examine what tourism researchers have done by 
analyzing all full-length articles published in Annals of Tourism Research (ATR) from 1973 to 2006. 
During the study, the research topics of the included articles in ATR were identified using an 
interdisciplinary approach, and generated 20 research topic categories. The study also identified six 
categories of regional focus. After that, the research topics and regional focus of each included article 
were analyzed. Among the 20 research topics, Sociology and Cultural Issue was found as the most 
popular research category, which was followed by Psychology and Tourists Behavior Issue, Economics of 
Tourism, Resort Development and Planning, and Heritage and Environment Issue. Apparently, tourism 
research in ATR follows an interdisciplinary approach, and this approach is valued in the study and 
research of tourism.   
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Despite the growing importance of tourism, there is no clear definition of tourism because of 
its multidisciplinary nature. Many researchers have tried to define tourism from various 
perspectives, such as the holistic, technical and interdisciplinary perspectives. Unfortunately, no 
one is able to capture the whole picture of tourism (Ma and Law 2006). With the ongoing 
development of tourism, there is an urgent need to have a more comprehensive understanding of 
the components of tourism.  

Research topics, methodology, and statistical techniques used in journal articles are some 
possible indicators of research direction and methodological sophistication (Reid and Andereck 
1989; Crawford-Welch and McCleary 1992). An examination of past research efforts in the 
tourism field can help researchers understand how the field advances. As such, many 
researchers have conducted related studies from time to time. However, most of the prior studies 
focused on certain aspects of tourism, and only a limited number of studies attempted to analyze 
the components of subject matters of tourism research (Ma and Law 2006). Xiao and Smith 
(2006) suggested that reconfiguring journal articles’ headwords into broader functional 
categories, and used these categories for periodic analysis of journals could reflect the change of 
subjects over the years. However, there are more than 100 tourism related journals in the world. 
It is therefore impractical to analyze all the publications in these journals.  

An alternative way of figuring out the nature and components of tourism is to analyze the 
publications in top tourism journals. Each journal has its specific focus, and not all of them are 
suitable for the understanding of the whole components of tourism. As a leading tourism journal, 
Annals of Tourism Research (ATR) has been publishing consecutively for over 30 years 
(Sheldon 1990; Hsu and Yeung 2003; Pechlaner et al. 2004; Ryan 2005). ATR encourages the 
development and dissemination of tourism research, and to facilitate the application of data and 
theoretical frameworks to both academic and the practical problems of the tourism phenomena. 
Recently, many researchers ranked ATR as the highest quality tourism journal. Therefore, this 
study conducts a content analysis of the full-length papers published in ATR from the year 1973 
to 2006, aiming to identify the components of tourism research. Specific objectives of this study 
include: 1) develop a framework on major tourism research topic categories; 2) arrange all full 
papers into respective categories and identify trends of each research topic over the past 34 
years; and 3) identify the regional focus of each paper, and analyze the trends in each region 
during the past 34 years. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
The word ‘tourism’ emerged from the custom of the English wealthy classes, who sent young 
people on extensive circuits of continental Europe to finish their education (Leiper 1979). Now, 
tourism involves almost all aspects of the human society. It is difficult to have one definition 
that covers all aspects of tourism. Yet various parties tried to define tourism from different 
perspectives. Leiper (1979) suggested that the definition of tourism can be classified on the 
basis of their manifested content into three categories of "economic", "technical", and "holistic". 
The following are the descriptions of these definitions.  
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Economic Definition 
Australian Department of Tourism & Recreation (1975) defines tourism as an identifiable 
nationally important industry, which involves a wide cross section of component activities 
including the provision of transportation, accommodation, recreation, food, and related services. 
This definition mainly focuses on the economic aspect of tourism. However, as tourism is 
becoming a multidisciplinary subject, the limitation of this definition is clear.  

 
Technical Definition 
Technical definitions provide instruments for particular statistical, legislative, and industrial 
purposes. As tourism is a data-intensive industry, statistics thus become very important. The 
most widely accepted technical definition of tourism is proposed by the United Nations in 1963, 
in which, a “visitor” describes a person who visited a country other than his/her usual place of 
residence, for any reason other than taking up a remunerated job from within the country visited. 
However, this definition only included international tourists, while ‘visitors’ today include both 
international and domestic ones. Therefore, this definition is not complete.  

 
Holistic Definition 
Holistic definitions attempt to embrace “the whole” essence of a subject. According to Hunziker 
and Kraph (in Burkart and Medik 1974), tourism is the sum of the phenomena and relationships 
arising from the travel and stay of non-residents. This definition seems to embrace all the 
essence of tourism. However, it is vague as criticized by Leiper (1979) because this definition 
cannot help decide what kind of phenomena should or should not be regarded as tourism. The 
phrase “sum of phenomena and relationships” does not indicate methodical applications or 
extensions. A review on the definitions of tourism shows that there is no clear and widely 
accepted definition of the term, and people are still not entirely clear about what the components 
of tourism are.  
 
 
Efforts in Reviewing Academic Journals 
 
Tourism academic journals can serve as important communication channels for researchers 
(Xiao and Smith 2006). State-of-the-art tourism research in academic journals provides 
hypotheses on the evolution of tourism knowledge (Dann 2000; Riley and Love 2000). Also 
they can reveal the direction and nature of research by gathering and disseminating new 
knowledge (Pechlaner et al. 2004; Reid and Andereck 1989). Therefore, empirical studies of the 
content of tourism journals can provide verifiable and grounded conclusions about the evolution 
of tourism research.  

Many researchers have contributed their talents and efforts by analyzing publications in 
tourism journals. Some reviews were from a broader perspective, aiming to identify the 
components of tourism. While the majority of the reviews focused on certain aspects of tourism 
only, aiming to identify the advancement of certain disciplinary fields of tourism research in 
certain time periods (e.g. Chon et al. 1989; Sheldon 1990; Hu 1996; Lee and Back 2005). These 
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efforts are valuable in the recognition of tourism as an independent but energetic subject from 
both macro and micro perspectives.  

With the ongoing advancement of tourism knowledge, researchers began to analyze tourism 
publications from a broader perspective and tried to analyze the subject matters or components 
of tourism research in leading journals. For example, Dann et al. (1988) analyzed 441 
(1974-1986) full papers in ATR and Journal of Travel Research (JTR) for their subjective 
matters and statistical techniques. Crawford-Welch and McCleary (1992) analyzed 653 
(1983-1989) full papers about their subject matters, industry focus, nature, and statistical 
techniques. Recently, Xiao and Smith (2006) examined the index of ATR (1973-2006) and 
identified 27 most frequently addressed research areas, including methodology, development, 
impacts, organization and association, tourist, planning, resort, culture, marketing, motivation, 
destination, policy, transportation, and others. Furthermore, Xiao and Smith (2006) pointed out 
that re-constructing these areas into broader categories and use it for further content analysis of 
journals could be a possible future research direction.  

The popularity of research areas reflects the development directions of tourism. It also 
enables researchers to know what contributing disciplines have significant impacts on the 
historical development of tourism. As suggested by Jafari and Ritchie (1981), the learning and 
study of the concepts, nature and components of tourism can be understood more or better by 
following the interdisciplinary approach. Jafari and Ritchie (1981) further suggested an 
interdisciplinary model to the study of tourism, which categorized tourism research into specific 
disciplines. This should be regarded as an advancement from the holistic definition of tourism 
(Ma and Law 2006), as it transfers the vague sum of phenomenon and relationships into specific 
subject matters. The initial model included 16 areas of tourism study from 16 disciplines such as 
Sociology, Economy, Psychology, Anthropology, Political Science, and Geography. With the 
ongoing development of tourism, new disciplines are added, including Gaming, Kinesiology, 
History, Architecture, and Entrepreneurship. In a recent model, there were 21 contributing 
disciplines to the study of tourism (Goeldner and Ritchie 2006; Table 1).  

 
***Please Insert Table 1 Here*** 
 

METHODOLOGY 
 
This study used an interdisciplinary approach to conduct a content analysis of the full-length 
articles published in ATR. As recommended by previous studies (Grazer and Stiff 1987; Reid 
and Andereck 1989; Crawford-Welch and McCleary 1992; Baloglu and Assante 1999), only 
full-length papers were analyzed.  

The first step in this study was to define a categorical framework of tourism research. Two 
approaches can be used. One is to modify previous developed categories; the other one, as 
indicated by Xiao and Smith (2006), is to restructure headwords into broader categories. This 
study used both. A framework was developed based on previous research (Jafari and Ritchie 
1981; Goeldner and Ritchie 2006; Xiao and Smith 2006). It was then sent to five academic 
researchers, who had been actively conducting and reviewing tourism research for more than 10 
years. These researchers were asked to evaluate if the framework covered the major topics of 
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tourism research and if additional categories should be included. Based on their feedback, some 
necessary modifications were made. The final framework used in this study included 20 
categories (Table 2).  

 
***Please Insert Table 2 Here*** 
 
The second step was the database development. The database was a SPSS file, which 

collected information of three aspects: Basic Information such as year, title, author(s) and 
institute(s); Framework of Tourism Research Components; and Regional Focus of each paper. 
Swain et al. (1998) hypothesized that the changing pattern of geographical references reflects 
the growing recognition of tourism in economic development in each part of the world. Six 
geographic regions were identified, including America, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa, General, 
and Others.  

The third step was data collection. Each full paper was carefully read and information was 
input into the database. Since most of the papers covered more than one research topic, both 
absolute counting and relative (or weighted) counting methods were used. In the absolute 
counting, each theme/topic appeared in one article was marked “1” in that category; whereas in 
the relative counting, weighted scores were assigned, e.g. 0.5 was marked for each of the two 
categories if one article addressed two categories. The aim was to identify if there were 
differences between the two counting methods. A total of 1,034 articles were included.  

The final step was data analysis. Data were analyzed using SPSS. Descriptive statistics, 
Cross-tabulation and Paired-sample t-test were performed to identify changes and trends in 
tourism research.  
 
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 
 
In total, 1,034 full-length research papers were published in ATR during the period from 1973 
(Volume 1, Issue 1) to 2006 (Volume 33, Issue 4). There was no full paper published in 1973. In 
the period of 1974 to 2006, the average number of full papers published in ATR in each year was 
31.3. However, there were relative fewer papers in the early years. Since 1991, numbers of 
papers published in each year exceeded the average number (31.3). In 2006, 52 full papers were 
published, which is the largest number of papers published in a year during the 34 years.  
  Three periods were identified in order to compare the trends of research topics in different 
periods. The year 1974 to 1984 comprised the first period; 1985 to 1995 comprised the second 
period; and 1996 to 2006 comprised the third period. An increasing trend of publications from 
the first period to the third period was noted. There were 172 papers in the first period, 
comprising 16.63 % of the total number of full papers. This number increased to 357 in the 
second period, comprising 34.53 % of the total number of full papers. Lastly, there were 505 
papers in the third period, comprising 48.84 % of the total number of full papers.  
 
Research Topic Components   
     
Among the tourism research categories identified in this study, all categories had papers 
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published during the period of 1974 to 2006. However, the number of papers in each category 
varied greatly. Sociology and Cultural Issue was found to be the most popular category, both in 
absolute counting (229) and relative (149) counting. Other popular topics during this period 
included Psychology and Tourist Behavior (197, 151), Economics of Tourism (172, 119), Resort 
Development and Planning (137,95), Heritage and Environment Issues (114,85), Theory and 
Research Development of Tourism (115, 86), Host-Guest Relationship (96, 59), Government and 
Policy Issues (84, 53) and Destination Image and Marketing (88, 69). Figure 1 shows the 
distribution of research topics during the study period.  
 
***Please Insert Figure 1 Here*** 
 

As time passes, research interest in different topics varies. Therefore, this study also analyzed 
the changes of research attention received by each topic in the three time periods. A comparison 
of the distribution of papers in each category of the three periods was then made. Generally 
speaking, the period 1974 to 1984 published the least number of full papers in each category, 
and the number of papers in each category generally increased in the second and third time 
periods. Exceptional cases were found in the categories of Geography of Tourism, Government 
and Policy Issues, Tourism Education and Training, and Tourism Technology.  
 
Counting Method Difference 
 
As previously mentioned, this study used both absolute counting and relative counting when 
deciding the research topics covered by each article. In order to examine if counting method 
made a difference in deciding the research topic components, paired-sample t-test was 
performed. Although in aggregate terms, the overall popularity of each research topic remained 
the same (Figure 1), the paired sample t-test revealed significant differences in most of the 
topics at individual levels (Table 3). This may due to the fact that most of the papers covered 
more than one topic. Therefore, it makes a big difference when using different counting 
methods at an individual level. However, in the long run, different counting methods reveal 
similar results in aggregate terms. Implications for this is that researchers must make a careful 
choice when selecting counting methods, as it does make a difference, especially for content 
analysis that covers a short time period.  
 
***Please Insert Table 3 Here*** 
 
Regional Focus 
 
A regional focus analysis of the period 1974 to 2006 showed that the largest number of articles 
has a broader view. Three hundred and ninety-two papers were found to focus on General, 
which comprised 37.9% of all the analyzed papers. In terms of specific regional focus, America 
ranked as the most popular region, which was followed by Europe and Asia-Pacific. Two 
hundred and twenty-seven papers focused on America, which consisted of 22% of the analyzed 
papers. One hundred and ninety-three papers focused on Europe, which was 18.7% of the 
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papers. In addition, 173 papers focused on Asia-Pacific, which composed 16.7 % of the papers. 
However, only 36 papers focused on Africa and 13 focused on Others. A detailed analysis 
showed that all the 13 articles focused on Antarctica.  

An analysis of the three periods showed that the historical domain of the region America was 
gradually giving way to Europe and Asia-Pacific. This is consistent with Xiao and Smith’s 
(2006) findings. Besides, the steady increase of papers on General showed that more papers had 
broader views with the ongoing development of tourism research.  
 
Regional Focus across Research Topics 
  

Two hundred and twenty-seven papers were found to focus on America. Psychology and 
Tourist Behavior, Sociology and Cultural Issues, Economics of Tourism, Resort Development 
and Planning, Host-Guest Relationship, Heritage and Environment Issues, Government and 
Policy Issues, and Destination Image and Marketing were the popular topics in this region. An 
analysis on periodical distribution of papers showed the distribution of papers in each period 
was fairly similar, both in absolute and relative counting.  

One hundred and ninety-three papers were found to focus on Europe. Sociology and Cultural 
Issues, Psychology and Tourist Behavior, Economics of Tourism, Resort Development and 
Planning, Heritage and Environment Issues, Destination Image and Marketing, and 
Government and Policy Issues were the popular topics. A periodical analysis showed that the 
number of papers grew rapidly in this region.  

One hundred and seventy-three papers were found to focus on Asia Pacific. Sociology and 
Cultural Issues, Economics of Tourism, Psychology and Tourist Behavior, Host-Guest 
Relationship, Heritage and Environment Issues, Resort Development and Planning, and 
Destination Image and Marketing were the popular topics. Additionally, there was limited 
research focusing on this region in the first period. However, the number of papers increased 
rapidly in the second and third periods, which showed the growing attention received by this 
region. The research attention on Asia-Pacific in recent decades may reflect the popularity of 
tourism in the region, which is generally accepted as the “Third Wave” (Chon 2006). A detailed 
analysis showed that 96 papers focused on Asia, while 76 papers focused on Australia and New 
Zealand. However, of the 96 papers focused on Asia, only 12 papers were related to China. This 
number was, however, a bit small to generalize any trends. However, the 12 papers addressed 
various topics including Sociology and Cultural Issues, Host Guest Relationship, Geography of 
Tourism, Hospitality Topics, Destination Image and Marketing, Heritage and Environment 
Issues, and Government and Policy Issues. Compared with the increasingly importance of 
China’s role in the world tourism system, the research attention paid to China’s issue is still very 
limited. 

Thirty-six papers were found to focus on Africa. Economics of Tourism, Government and 
Policy Issues of Tourism, Host-Guest Relationship, Sociology and Cultural Issues, Tourism 
Research Development, Resort Development and Planning, and Tourism Psychology and Tourist 
Behavior were the popular topics. This is slightly different with the general distribution of 
tourism research category of all papers. This may be related to the historical development of 
tourism industry in Africa, and its social structure. Similar to Asia-Pacific, very limited research 
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was found in the first period, while a rapid growth was found in the second and third periods, 
which reflected the advancement of tourism research in the region. 

Three hundred and ninety-two papers were found to focus on General. Sociology and 
Cultural Issues, Economics of Tourism, Psychology and Tourist Behavior, Theory and Research 
Development, Heritage and Environment Issues, Resort Development and Planning, and 
Destination Image and Marketing were the popular topics. There was a large portion of papers 
in the category of Theory and Research Development. This is likely due to the fact that theory 
should be widely applied in general rather than in a specific region. A growing trend was also 
identified from the first to the third period. 

Only 13 articles were found to focus on Others. All of them were on Antarctic. Topics of 
these papers included, historical development of tourism in Antarctic and tourism development 
and environmental problems. This indicates the growing concerns on environment and resources 
protection of the Antarctic continent. 
 
CONCLUSION AND IMPLICATIONS 
 
Using ATR as the journal for content analysis，this study has identified research areas and 
regional focuses of the analyzed full papers. A model on the tourism research components using 
the interdisciplinary approach was proposed by this study. Empirically findings showed the 
framework fits the tourism research topics of ATR well. All of the analyzed papers were located 
into appropriate categories, and only 13 papers were grouped into the category of Others, which 
showed the strong relationship between tourism research and inter-disciplinary inputs. Therefore, 
the interdisciplinary approach could be an effective way of understanding and studying tourism, 
with the aid of contributing disciplines.  

Several characteristics of tourism research topic components can be identified. First, attention 
received by each category varied in each period. There were relatively fewer categories in the 
first period, and these categories grew rapidly in the second and third periods. Besides, numbers 
of papers in each category generally grew from the first period to the third period. This shows 
the fact that tourism has been expending into broader disciplines during its development. 
Besides, the popularity of certain categories was different in each time period and each region. 
For instance, Sociology and Cultural Issues was the most popular category in the first and 
second time periods. However, its popularity was replaced by Tourism Psychology and Tourist 
Behavior. Likewise, attentions received by each category in each region varied. For example, 
the amount of attentions received by Economics of Tourism in Africa and Asia-Pacific was much 
more than that in America.  

Moreover, papers published in earlier time tented to focus on a single topic. However, papers 
published in later periods tented to address multiple topics. This can be shown from the 
differences between absolute and relative counting, in which 1,034 full papers addressed 1,466 
topics by absolute counting. For example, papers focusing on economics usually were mixed 
with content on government policy, while papers focusing on destination image often included 
contents on geography, sociology and cultural issues of the destination. This shows that tourism 
research included multi-disciplines during its development, and the themes and topics within 
tourism became more interrelated to each other.  
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As well, the regional focus of papers became broader. For example, there were 73, 141, and 
178 papers focused on General in the first, second, and third time periods. Papers focused on 
‘General’ also represented the largest regional focus category, which indicates that tourism has 
become a worldwide phenomenon rather than a regional one. On the other hand, attention 
received by each geographic region was unequal. In terms of specific region, the largest number 
of papers has given their focus to America. Europe and Asia-Pacific are challenging the 
historical domain status of America. This is also consistent with the historical advancement of 
tourism in different regions of the world. As a newly developed region, Asia-Pacific started to 
receive more attention since the second period. Trends also showed that as time passed, more 
research in tourism has broader regional focus, which indicates the influence of globalization on 
the advancement of tourism.   

Although tourism research has been conducted for several decades, there are still no clear 
answers to the question of what tourism is. As tourism has penetrated into almost every aspect 
of the human society, creating significant impacts economically, sociologically, and 
environmentally, it is paramount for people to have a better understanding on tourism. Previous 
definitions of tourism do not seem to cover all the essence of tourism as the field is vast and 
broadly interrelated with many disciplines. As indicated in the literature review, review of past 
research is particularly valuable in a developing field such as hospitality and tourism, where 
limited indicators exist to measure research practices and techniques. This served as the driving 
force for conducting this study. By doing the analysis, it is clear that as a multidisciplinary and 
interdisciplinary discipline, tourism cannot be defined from just a single perspective, such as 
economical, sociological, or technical. Furthermore, it is may not be entirely useful to claim that 
tourism is the sum of phenomena and relationships. Although it is still not easy to give tourism a 
good definition based on this study, the results reveal that the interdisciplinary approach could 
be a possible way to give a new view on the development of tourism research by providing a 
better and clearer understanding on the components of tourism.  

It is also important to remember that tourism and tourism research are essentially different. 
What this study has summarized is the understanding of hundreds and thousands of tourism 
researchers’ efforts on tourism research. The understanding from researchers could be different 
from industrial professionals. Besides, this paper’s observation may also be different from 
others’ observations. Therefore, it may not be appropriate to simply define tourism by a piece of 
work. However, it might be possible to reach a better definition of tourism by reviewing more 
publications from various channels, such as journals, books, industry reports, and to investigate 
widely into the practice of the tourism industry.  

Tourism research, at least in ATR, seems to follow an interdisciplinary approach, which has 
brought tourism research to a broader view and inspired more researchers’ interests from 
various disciplines and backgrounds. This is definitely good to the understanding and 
advancement of tourism as a recently introduced subject. However, as the number of disciplines 
increases, it becomes even more difficult to define and to understand the components of tourism. 
It is encouraging to note the recognition and advancement of tourism. Still, since tourism seems 
to involve more disciplines, it would become more difficult to provide a commonly agreeable 
definition. This paper ends with the question of: Is it necessary to give tourism a definition?  

There are two major limitations for this study. First, the study only analyzed one journal. 
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Therefore, it may not be able to reflect the situations in other journals. However, this study 
selected one of the leading journals, and included all full papers published in the journal in the 
study period, which largely improves this study’s reliability. Second, subjective judgment might 
exist in the identification of theme(s) of each article as different readers may have different 
perceptions when reading the same article. However, as this study used both absolute counting 
and relative counting methods, which provided a relative objective analysis of the included 
articles. Also, the data collection process was completed by one person, thus the subjective 
judgment should be consistent.  
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Table 1Disciplinary inputs to tourism field  

Tourism Study Areas Disciplines and Approaches 

1.Sociology of Tourism Sociology 
2.Economic Impactions of Tourism Economics 
3. Tourism Motivation  Psychology 
4. Host-Gust Relationship  Anthropology 
5. World without Border Political Science 
6. Geography of Tourism  Geography 
7. Heritage and Environment Management  Environment Studies 
8. Rural Tourism  Agriculture 
9. Recreation Management Parks and Recreation 
10. Tourism Planning and Development  Urban and Regional Planning 
11. Marketing of Tourism  Marketing 
12. Tourism Laws  Law 
13. Management of Tourism Organizations  Business 
14. Fundamentals of Transportation  Transportation 
15. Role of Hospitality in Tourism  Hotel and Restaurant Administration 
16. Tourism Education  Education 
17. Casino Management  Gaming 
18. Sports Tourism and Medicine  Kinesiology 
19. History of Tourism  History 
20. Landscape Design  Architecture 
21. New Venture Development Entrepreneurship 

Source: Goeldner and Ritchie (2006, p.25). 
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Table 2 Tourism Research Topic Category Adopted by this Study 
Destination Image & Marketing Heritage & Environment Issues 
Economics of Tourism Theory & Research Development 
Gaming Host Guest Relationship 
Geography of Tourism Resort Development & Planning 
Government and Policy Issues Tourism Organization Management 
Meetings Incentives Conventions & Exhibitions Psychology & Tourist Behavior 
Park, Recreation Management Tourism Technology 
Rural Tourism Transportation of Tourism 
Sociology & Culture Issues Hospitality Topics  
Tourism Education & Training Others 
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Table 3 Paired Sample T-test for Absolute Counting vs. Relative Counting 
 
Research Category Mean Differences T-values Sig (2-tailed) 
Destination Image & Marketing .21216 7.924 .000* 
Economics of Tourism .30983 15.066 .000* 
Gaming .18750 2.049 .080 
Geography of Tourism .39519 9.432 .000* 
Government and Policy Issues .36929 12.734 .000* 
Meetings Incentives Conventions 
& Exhibitions 

.24281 9.774 .000* 

Park, Recreation Management .25078 10.545 .000* 
Rural Tourism .38646 15.432 .000* 
Sociology & Culture Issues .30737 13.825 .000* 
Tourism Education & Training .27586 5.870 .000* 
Heritage & Environment Issues .40000 7.483 .000* 
Theory & Research Development .19231 2.739 .018 
Host Guest Relationship .20000 4.761 .000* 
Resort Development & Planning .33978 19.750 .000* 
Tourism Organization Management .26471 4.243 .001* 
Psychology & Tourist Behavior .23274 12.771 .000* 
Tourism Technology .19500 1.557 .180 
Transportation of Tourism .32571 5.602 .000* 
Hospitality Topics  .14115 3.008 .006* 
Others .48730 15.881 .000* 
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ABN-Absolute Number                                                      REN-Relative Number 

DIM-Destination Image and Marketing                                       ET-Economics of Tourism 

Ga-Gaming                                                             Ge-Geography of Tourism 

GPI-Government and Policy Issues                                 HEI-Heritage and Environment Issues 

TRD-Theory and Research Development                                   HGR-Host-Guest Relationship 

RDP-Resort Development and Planning                           TOM-Tourism Organization Management 

MICE-Meetings, Incentives, Conventions and Exhibitions                               RT-Rural Tourism 

PRM-Park and Recreation Management                              TET-Tourism Education and Training 

SCI-Social Cultural Issues                                                               Ot-Others  

TPTB-Tourism Psychology and Tourist Behavior                                 Te-Tourism Technology 

Tr-Transportation of Tourism                                                  HT-Hospitality Topics 

 

Figure 1 Distribution of Full Papers in Each Category 1974-2006 

 
 


