
A tribute to Robert (Bob) Boris Kaplan (1929-2020): A distinguished scholar and 
supportive colleague 

With the passing of Robert (Bob) B. Kaplan we have lost not only a distinguished scholar in 
the field of Applied Linguistics but also one of the founding editors of Current Issues in 
Language Planning. Inspired by the idea of establishing a journal that would contribute to the 
field of language planning research and also showcase language planning scholarship in new 
ways, Bob set up our journal in 1999 in collaboration with his close colleague, the late Richard 
(Dick) B. Baldauf Jr, with the aim of encouraging research around key themes in language 
planning and developing in-depth case studies of language planning in specific contexts. Their 
shared vision has guided us since the journal was first established and, although much has 
changed since then, we have nonetheless held this vision close. 

I had the great fortune to meet Bob in Japan in 1999 where we spent some time 
discussing the journal and its future directions as he and Dick worked to initiate the journal and 
bring together the first editorial team. However, Bob was already retired from his position at 
the University of Southern California and cutting back on international travel, which meant 
that few of us on the editorial team had the chance to meet with him in person. Nonetheless, he 
was always present in our work and was tireless in maintaining contact with the team. As a 
mentor, Bob was a constant source of support and encouragement as we sought to extend the 
reach of the journal and diversify its scope. He continued as editor-in-chief until 2014, offering 
advice and guidance and helping us to see the big picture. After he retired as editor-in-chief, we 
decided that his position was both unique and irreplaceable; he remains our founding and only 
editor-in-chief. When he relinquished this role, he continued as an active member of our 
editorial board and as a guide and mentor for those of us who took on the work of editing the 
journal. 

Bob’s long academic career did not end with retirement and he continued to work and 
develop his thinking. As he founded a journal in retirement and continued to work actively for 
it for over two decades, it is obvious that Bob was a busy and productive intellectual. Not only 
did he set up our journal, but also a book series, which published work on language planning 
in Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin America. Moreover, some of his most influential books in 
language planning, Language Planning from Practice to Theory and Language and Language-
in-Education Planning in the Pacific Basin, both published with Dick Baldauf, and the Oxford 
Handbook of Applied Linguistics, appeared when Bob was well into retirement.  

Bob’s work prior to his retirement was also substantial and his contribution to language 
planning scholarship dates from the 1970s, with his work in Taiwan. He was an early leader in 
the field of language planning, and his contribution its development over time has been 
significant. His work was, however, much broader than the field of language planning and he 
made an important, if sometimes controversial, contribution to applied linguistics more 
generally. Current Issues in Language Planning was not the only journal that Bob launched. 
He was the founding editor of the Annual Review of Applied Linguistics and acted as an editor 
of the applied linguistics entries for the first two editions of the International Encyclopedia of 
Linguistics. His contribution to a field that he helped found, and to applied linguistics in 
general, will be missed. We, his colleagues at Current Issues in Language Planning, are 
grateful for having had the opportunity to work with him and to benefit from his advice and 
guidance, his intellect, his sharp editorial eye and his keen sense of humour over so many years. 
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