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Abstract 

This chapter explores the ways in which Fraser's work might assist in making sense of the 

different manifestations of coloniality in South African higher education. In particular, this 

chapter considers the possibilities and limitations of Nancy Fraser's contribution towards 

recent calls and efforts to create a free, decolonised higher education in South Africa. To 

accomplish this, the chapter reviews a range of approaches that have been proposed for a 

decolonisation of higher education in South Africa and, against this background, it identifies 

and discusses a selection of some key concepts and issues raised in Fraser's work. All these 

issues and concepts inspired by Fraser's work demonstrate new theoretical and conceptual 

openings for rethinking the complex parameters of decolonisation in South African higher 

education and beyond. As it is argued, Fraser's scholarship points not just to gaps in the 

emancipatory claims of the decolonisation debate, but to the dangers of essentialising 

contexts and knowledge systems, and of seeing them as bounded rather than as entangled. 
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It is suggested, then, that in the absence of an understanding of decolonisation as a justice 

project in the nuanced way in which Fraser has viewed justice over the years, it might be 

difficult for the decolonisation movement to accomplish more than mere soft reforms. 

People like me, who came out of the New Left, inherited a kind of Marxism that we 

found too restrictive, too orthodox, and we sought to develop alternative Marxisms that 

could make visible forms of domination and social suffering which orthodox paradigms 

occluded: issues of gender and sexuality; colonialism and postcolonialism; ecology and 

political exclusion and marginalisation. It seemed to me then, and still seems to me now, 

that to take in these matters requires not the rejection, but the reconstruction, of 

Marxism. What was needed, in my view, was (and is) synthesis: a synthesis of Marxism, 

feminism, ecological critique, postcolonial critique, etc. (Interview with Nancy Fraser, 

Fraser 2014b, p.7) 

As we have indicated in various chapters of this edited collection, and more particularly in 

Chapter 1, Nancy Fraser has built on her original ideas in the 1980s, which were influenced 

by French, German and US philosophers such as Foucault, Derrida, Habermas and Rorty, to 

develop a bivalent view of justice - or participatory parity - incorporating economic and 

cultural dimension. To this she later added a political dimension to develop a trivalent 

concept of justice. From this emerged her current work, which comprises a 

multidimensional, critical-theoretical critique of twenty-first century capitalism (Bernstein 

2017). This critique now also pays the necessary attention to colonialism - thereby attending 

to a set of grievances that are of particular concern to emancipatory movements of the 

Global South - and to the depletion and destruction of ecological resources, which have 

emerged as a shared, if differently experienced, concerns both in the Global North and 

South. Fraser's work can be seen as a contribution to reconfiguring Marxism by adding a 

gendered perspective and proposing an enlarged understanding of marginality and political 

exclusion, as well as post-Westphalian postcolonial and ecological perspective on capitalist 

crisis, in which economic, cultural, political, geographic and environmental injustices are 

shown up as interlinked and mutually reinforcing, over time, at a global scale (see Arruzza, 

Bhattacharya & Fraser 2019; Fraser 2014a and 2014b; Fraser 2016a and 201Gb; Fraser 2017; 
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