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Acknowledge of Traditional 
Owners

We acknowledge the Traditional 
Custodians of the lands upon which our 
campuses are based, including the 
Yuggera, Turrbal, Yugarabal, Jagera, 
Yugumbeh & Kombumerri Peoples. 

We pay respect to Elders past, present and 
future, and extend that respect to other 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. We acknowledge that these have 
always been places of teaching, learning 
and research.



Starting at 
the end to 
reveal the 
beginning



Spivak (2008) – Strategic essentialism

A political tactic employed by a minority group acting on the basis of a 
shared identity in the public arena in the interests of unity during a 
struggle for equal (or unique) rights.

It utilizes the idea of essence with a recognition of and critique of the 
essentialist nature of the essence itself. It is a means of using group 
identity as a basis of struggle while also debating issues related to 
group identity within the group (Wolff, 2007, p.1).

Problematic in how it is hegemonically taken up in the academy –
BUT, can crack open spaces to recognize knowledges of “the Other”.



Indigenous onto-epistemology

• Term used by Indigenous scholars to refute the notion of the 
separation between ontology, epistemology and axiology.

• the concept of onto-epistemology as the strategically essentialised
underpinning of Indigenous knowledges enables educators to 
unpack hegemonic knowledge production, where certain types of 
knowledges are privileged over others, with certain ways of coming 
to know those knowledges being judged acceptable in education 
systems. 



“An” Indigenous onto-epistemology?

• “axiology (way of doing), ontology (way of 
being) and epistemology (way of knowing)

• (Martin, 2008).







It is not until all Australian (and other) researchers 
recognise and own the racism than emerges from their 
epistemological foundations, imposed or not that the 
true strengths behind Indigenous Australian identities 
can be understood within the educational setting 

(Bodkin-Andrews & Carlson, 2016, p. 786).
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Constraints & 
Enablers

Practice architectures – constraints under different 
arrangements can be transformed into enablers

Constraint – lack of teacher knowledge of Indigenous history and 
content meant supervising teachers were uncertain of what to do, 
despite their expert disciplinary and pedagogical content knowledge.

Enabler – pre-service teacher depth of knowledge of Indigenous 
history and disciplinary content meant preservice teachers were 
willing to try embedding despite their beginner disciplinary and 
pedagogical content knowledge

Constraint – reflection. There was no well developed, often-
used language to describe the decision-making processes 
behind embedding IK, nor a sense of a developing praxis for 
doing so. 



Indigenous onto-epistemology and praxis

• “…a result of doing something―not in a pre-specific, 
rule-following kind of way, but action whose 
consequences are more or less indeterminate, only 
evaluated in light of the consequence―in terms of 
how things actually turn out” (Kemmis, et al., 2014, 
p. 26).
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