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EDIToRIaL

SUSAN FORDE
Griffith University

It is by now a little tiring to reflect on 2020, and to try to comprehend the 
speed at which so many of our lives were turned upside down. Where I am 
writing from, in Brisbane, Australia we experienced heavy lockdown for a 
period of about six weeks with a gradual release of restrictions; and are (for 
now), COVID-19 free and relatively able to move about our towns and cities. 
This has not been the experience for many of our readers, contributors and 
members of our Editorial Advisory Board, and our best wishes go out to all 
our colleagues and collaborators around the world who may still be dealing 
with the impact of the global pandemic. We have missed our opportunities 
to connect in-person this year, so keeping up through this journal and other 
fora we belong to is a welcome chance to see what is happening in our 
growing community of researchers and practitioners.

There is no doubt that the global pandemic slowed things down a little 
for us here at the journal, and we have taken a month longer than planned 
to bring you this final issue for 2020. This is our second issue with Intellect 
Books, following up from our Special Issue, ‘Sustaining Community Radio’, 
that Andrew Ó Baoill and Salvatore Scifo guest-edited in the first half of 
the year. You can access all the content for that Special Issue for free, here 
(https://www.intellectbooks.com/journal-of-alternative-community-media) –  
with thanks to Intellect for agreeing to make our inaugural issue as part of 
their Open Access stable. For issue 5:2, 2020, we bring you a collection of 
general articles that, in the best spirit of our field and of this journal, reflects 
a range of approaches. Diverse authors variously engage with concerns about 
media and vulnerable communities; alt-right media; alt-left media; the state 
of community media in the fraught United States, and considerations of the 
legacy of Indymedia.

It is always important for us to publish the work of senior scholars along-
side the work of our emerging voices and this issue achieves this well. Our 
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lead article is from Lyell Davies, from the John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
at City University New York (CUNY). A documentary videomaker and associ-
ate professor of film and media, Lyell turns his mind to the state of community 
access television in Maine focusing specifically on civic activism which saw 
the ‘rescue’ of Public, Educational and Governmental (PEG) TV. As a media 
policy advocacy effort, the research reinforces the importance of community 
engagement with, and support for, institutions such as public access television 
and community media in primarily commercially driven media environments 
such as the United States. Stephen Cushion, a professor at Cardiff University’s 
School of Journalism, Media and Culture, deals more particularly with criti-
cal assessments of mainstream media, examining how two alternative-left 
(alt-left) publications in the United Kingdom, The Canary and Evolve Politics, 
critiqued mainstream media reporting and professional journalism. This quali-
tative study of alt-left media can be contrasted with an examination of alt-
right media outlets in the United States and Finland, by emerging scholar 
Salla Tuomola from Tampere University. Salla’s article comes from her doctoral 
work on the digital public debate about the European refugee crisis, focusing 
on the commonalities in alt-right media’s anti-immigrant approach, which is 
evident transnationally.

Our final two articles for this issue focus on Indymedia in two sites, and 
it is appropriate to finish this issue off with reflections on Indymedia given 
the controversial, but pioneering open-access platform is also the focus of a 
Special Issue coming up in 2021. More on that soon. In our fourth article in 
this current issue, the University of New South Wales’ Valentina Baú consid-
ers the eventual failure of the IMC experience in Australia, applying the 
Indymedia lessons to the threats faced by online activist movements in the 
social media landscape. And emerging scholar Raymond Grenfell continues 
the focus on Indymedia Australia, using both personal reflection and qualita-
tive interviews with Indymedia activists in Perth, Western Australia to consider 
the ways the technological oligopolies of platform capitalism impact online 
activism and activists seeking radical change.

Our final issue for 2020 is rounded out with book reviews of two terrific 
new offerings to our field – Charlotte Bedford’s in-depth study of the UK’s 
Prison Radio Association, Making Waves Behind Bars (NewSouth Books) is 
reviewed by Birgitte Jallov; and Anna Cristina Pertierra and Juan Salazar’s 
edited collection, Media Cultures in Latin America: Key Concepts and New 
Debates (Routledge) is reviewed by Jair Vega Casanova. We’re pleased to say 
this final review appears in both Spanish and English – with huge thanks to 
our wonderful book reviews editor, Claudia Magallanes-Blanco, for her efforts 
to bring this review to both our Spanish-language and English readers in 
equal measure.

Looking forward, we are currently accepting general contributions for 
upcoming issues – you can easily Submit through our journal website (https://
www.intellectbooks.com/journal-of-alternative-community-media). I am also 
pleased to be working with Tanja Dreher and Pieter Maeseele on a Special 
Issue to be published in the second half of 2021, which draws on articles 
from the 2019 OURMedia gathering in Brussels, and articles that were to be 
presented at our (cancelled) post-conference to the 2020 ICA Conference. This 
Special Issue, ‘Community and Activist Media: Resistance and Resurgence’ 
received a great response to our call for articles and we look forward to 
publishing a comprehensive issue around this theme.
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Remember, all our content previously published from 2016–19 is still free 
to access – go to the journal website (https://www.intellectbooks.com/jour-
nal-of-alternative-community-media), choose Content, and select the ‘Access 
From Ingenta’ option to the left of each article for a downloadable PDF or 
HTML document.

For now, best wishes as we look forward to the new year. Warmest 
wishes to our colleagues still battling COVID-19 anywhere in the world; 
and to our US colleagues, shared relief that you have seen the end of the  
Trump era.

Susan.

Susan Forde has asserted their right under the Copyright, Designs and Patents 
Act, 1988, to be identified as the author of this work in the format that was 
submitted to Intellect Ltd.
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