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We acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of country throughout 
Australia and pay our respects to 
their Elders – past, present and 
emerging.

We extend this respect to the 
Traditional Owners of the Western 
Downs region, the Barunggam to 
the west of Dalby, the Iman (Yiman) 
around the Wandoan area, and the 
Jarowair around the Bunya 
mountains area, who have 
respected this country for 
generations.

‘Shaping our future’ 
by Rickiesha Deegan
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Design Proposals 
Based on the brief we received from council, site 
analysis and community consultation with the 
community, three proposals have been 
developed. Safety, accessibility and sustainability 
have been used as guiding principles for each 
Master Plan, besides the development of a WOW! 
factor. The following pages present these 
proposals.

STITCH HEART COUNTRY

Picture 25: Brainstorming 
session ©Dupre
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1 STITCH

Historically, Thomas Jack Park was only half of the 
size we know it today, the other half being occupied 
by housing. Side by side, two areas coexisted. One, 
more formal, was organised by property boundaries, 
while the other, more informal, was characterised by 
organic plant beds,  curvy pathways and randomly 
located trees. Little by little, the council has bought 
properties back to extend the park. Based on this 
knowledge, the main idea of this park 
improvement is to stitch together these 
historical sides through a new connection that 
will cross the park from one end to the other.

We are proposing the Stitch to be a 3m wide and 
210m long shaded promenade that celebrates the 
history of  Thomas Jack Park by making the 
formal and informal sides of the park work side by 
side in a playful way. In addition, the promenade 
will also become the Stitch of reconciliation. The 
promenade, bordered by long benches and shaded 
by joyous orange sails, will display the art of local 
Indigenous artists on the ground following 3 
sequences along the Stitch using past, present and 
future as symbolic metaphors On each side of the 
Stich, improvements and new elements have been 
added as a direct translation of the survey results and 
as follows.
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From the survey, it strongly emerged that Dalby 
people wanted more seating, shade and bbqs. The 
creation of a place where people could touch plants, 
smell them, eat some of them, like the sensory 
garden, was also strongly supported. Therefore, on 
the informal side, we propose to create a new sensory 
garden instead of the pond, and 2 new picnic areas: 
one in the former wedding area and another in the 
current existing playground. Most of the trees are left 
untouched on this side, while extra paths that conform 
with Australian accessibility standards are created to 
improve the traveling from one zone to the other.
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On the historical formal side, we propose changes 
that directly translate the survey results. For 
example, the parking is retrofitted to incorporate hard 
surfaces that would facilitate the use of prams and 
wheelchairs.  The highest in-demand improvement is 
the children’s playground. In addition, there’s a need 
for more BBQ areas for family gatherings and 
children’s birthday celebrations. Our proposal has 
answered these community requests by: 

● Relocate the playground there and push it 
about 13m inside the park (from the nearest 
street) for safety and increase its size from 
2000 m2 to 3600 m2.

● Include playground equipment that caters for a 
diversity of abilities. In terms of accessibility, all 
new paths will be 3m wide and many of the 
tables will include a wheelchair space.

● Built new BBQ facilities, tables and seating.

In conclusion, we believe that our design will improve 
the park because: 

1. It aims to highlight the history of Thomas Jack 
Park and add elements that work well with the 
existing. 

2. It preserves existing vegetation and trees. 
3. It increases comfort by adding more shaded 

seating areas; and safety with a smart lighting 
system on popular paths.  This is based on the 
interview with one Dalby police officer that the 
park could host up to 40 people at night in its 
darkest corners and that lighting was a good 
deterrent.

4. It offers a new wow element, the Stitch, that 
will also symbolise Dalby’s engagement 
towards reconciliation.
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2 HEART

While visiting Dalby there was a strong loveable 
community feeling that we felt radiated 
throughout the town. Our aim throughout this 
proposal is to reflect this and make it the main 
characteristic of the park. We symbolized this by 
retaining and emphasising the existing heart of 
Thomas Jack park and turning it into the main central 
attraction that provides gathering spaces, enclosed 
play, eating and resting areas that both the 
community and visitors can engage with. By 
centralising the playground area, we hope to draw 
people in and encourage them to explore other 
spaces.This will also ensure that each aspect of the 
park is used to its full potential and families aren't 
confined to one area of the park.

After consultation with the community, a main 
concern that arose was safety. By opening up this 
middle space of the park and having clear pathways 
leading to the heart, there is greater safety and 
vision into the playground. We designed the heart to 
be open, fenced and protected from the road 
ensuring maximum vision and reassuring all carers 
and parents. We propose to locate the majority of the 
facilities including bbq’s, seats, bubblers and 
bathrooms in a ring around the heart to further 
activate the space, while still allowing the adults and 
older children to relax and take part in other 
activities. 
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Another safety aspect we cover in this design is 
wayfinding. All paths lead to the heart, therefore, if a 
child were to get lost, all paths would encourage 
guidance back to the centre. Additionally for safety at 
night, permanent lighting is displayed to shine straight 
down the promenade to the heart to produce better 
vision and discourage criminal activities. The paths 
through the native strip and bike trail offer sensored 
lighting for additional security. 

Sun safety is also an important characteristic we 
addressed in this design. In response to the 
concern for more sheltered spaces, the majority 
of trees were preserved. More trees could be 
planted to promote more natural shading in the 
future. Unfortunately natural shading is not 
always enough, so we propose to create a funky 
yet practical Ribbon which conveys a fun sun 
safe environment, along pathways, over seating 
areas, food truck locations and resting areas.
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THE RIBBON STRUCTURE

As community is our main theme, showing 
acknowledgement to the Indigenous community 
is a key desire of this proposal. We propose that 
the undercover of the Ribbon becomes the space in 
which the local indigenous community could 
collaborate and express their culture through artwork. 

These artistic expressions will create a sense of unity 
through the park and put Dalby on the map, while 
also providing necessary seating, shading and 
signage. Furthermore, the incorporation of a yarning 
circle in the heart of the park, will celebrate the 
culture and provide a designated space for the 
indigenous community to gather.
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One of the key aims of the proposal is to ensure 
the park can be used by a wide variety of people 
including all ages and abilities.To accommodate 
families and vulnerable demographics, this proposal 
modifies existing areas of the park. For example no 
stairs or steep inclines have been used. Following 
the survey results, we slightly increased the size 
and resurfaced the on-site parking for easy access, 
but also for small local businesses such as the 
cheese lady who used the car park Friday nights.  
Furthermore, the upgraded car park offers more 
suitable areas for community events and other vans.
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From the community consultation it was clear that 
there is a lack of facilities for older children and teens. 
To address this concern, we have incorporated a bike 
trail along the area where the lagoon used to be, while 
keeping the existing open play areas for footy's and 
alike.
The survey also shows that a sensory garden was 
well encouraged by the participants. Taking this into 
account, we designed one near the open play that 
played with sight, touch and smell through a small 
walk. We envision plants such as lavender, aloe vera, 
lemon balm and rosemary. This plan also features 
another sensory garden on the other side of the park 
near the bike trail that focuses on native Australian 
plants such as, bottle brush, kangaroo paw, wattle 
tree, spider flower and bottle tree. This educational 
trail provides facts about the native flora and fauna. 

In addition, after consultation with the community, we 
concluded that the Rotunda and surrounding area were 
often used for formal photos, movie nights and 
exercise. By moving the rotunda, a more picturesque 
area with significant natural shading is created, 
enhancing the multipurpose space, while still 
highlighting the historical significance of the Rotunda to 
Thomas Jack Park and the Western Downs. 

In conclusion, this design not only preserves but 
increases vegetation and avoids major alterations 
to the natural topography. This is demonstrated by 
utilising the original inclined hill for seating and only 
filling in the lagoon location for the bike trail. Our aim 
was to focus on designing characteristics that took 
advantage of the existing features of the park and 
highlighted them for the rest of western downs to see. 
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3 COUNTRY

The main idea for the improvement of Thomas 
Jack Park is to work with the country town 
culture. This is based on the understanding we 
developed through our site visits, research and 
consultation with community members. Agriculture, 
open space and skies, nice lifestyle and strong 
communities seem to summarise quite well this 
region and Dalby. For Thomas Jack Park, we 
wanted to recreate that country feel by 
reorganising the park into four areas that would 
convey these features.

They are explained in detail in the following pages.

1

2

3

4
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The first area, along Warrego Hwy, is enhanced to 
invite both local community and the 11,000 cars 
travelling the scenic route to stop at the park and get 
a glimpse at the lifestyle. To do so, we designed a 
main new grand entry, visible from the road, with a water 
wall featuring the name of the park, and enhanced 
landscaping that invites the visitors to the centre of the 
park. Another strategy to complement the park's existing 
features and to symbolise the country feel was to adopt 
local materials such as sandstone, timber and metal for 
the seating and water wall. 
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On the corner of Pratten & Warrego, and based on 
our discussion with councillors, we propose to 
have another attraction  that will draw tourists and 
locals. ‘The Big Sunflower’ creates a new landmark 
and identity for the park. It will lure visitors, selfies, 
social media posts, all safe from local traffic. At the 
other end, the Visitor Information Centre remains the 
same as requested, but new landscaping and seating 
have been created to  support the country feel.
The 2nd area, also another entry, is the parking 
zone on Pratten Street. This area is specifically 
enhanced to convey some results of the survey. 
For example, survey participants mentioned the 
parking could be improved, both in size and quality. 

This proposal addresses these concerns, as well as 
establishing an area for food catering, which also 
emerged in the survey. To facilitate access and 
functionality, the new entertainment space, as well as 
restrooms, is directly connected to the end of the car park.
Along Pratten and Bunya Street, we have kept the 
open play space and created a mini sport area 
(mostly for handball) [show on the plan], as we have 
seen locals spending time here playing handball, riding 
scooters or using it as a kicking space and the likes. The 
space is specifically devised for teens and older age 
groups. Extra barbecues and covered seating have also 
been added, as a direct response to the survey results. 
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The third main area of the redevelopment of Thomas 
Jack Park is the community space in the central area 
of the park. By creating a new Warrego entry, removing 
the slope and opening up the space in the community 
area, we develop a central location of the park that 
adheres to the needs of the local community, as 
expressed in the survey, with more picnic tables and bbqs. 
Participants mentioned they really appreciate large open 
spaces. This design increases this aspect, in creating 
visibility for safety (which was a big concern emerging 
from the survey) and introducing a new performance stage 
that will create a place for congregation and 
entertainment. 

This centre component will be a gathering space for 
festivals, music events and movie nights to name a few. 
Within the community area, and opposite the picnic 
area, is a sensory garden that makes use of our 5 
senses, namely Taste, Sight, Sound, Smell and Touch. 
Plantings, landscaping and water features are all 
introduced to activate these senses. This sensory 
garden is also created for people with disabilities and 
people of all ages to find a space that supports 
tranquillity and health.
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At last, the fourth main area of the park, along 
Condamine Street and where you have the existing 
playground , remains the main children's area but 
we propose to enhance it in two ways. The first is to 
extend the playground for all abilities, as this was not 
only a request from the community but it will then be 
more in agreement with Australian standards. The 2nd 
enhancement is to use the theme of ‘agriculture’ in this 
new fenced playground, so that it would become a new 
attraction reflecting the main industry of the region. It 
means that children's play equipment would mimic 
farming and agricultural items such as tractors, 
windmills, sunflowers and also cotton. 

The fun area has an inner shaded laneway, with 
extensive seating for parents and carers, which thick 
off the concerns for safety and visibility that were 
noted in the survey. 
In conclusion, we believe this country design invites 
more tourists and supports community well-being of 
all ages and abilities. Pragmatically, this idea of the 
country feel and the survey outcomes have informed our 
design. The main principles guiding the proposal are 
accessibility, visibility, safety, tranquillity, and sustainability. 
We believe our Master Plan exponentially improves the 
Thomas Jack Park into something that can deliver Dalby a 
community space that will live in parallel with the town well 
into the future.
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4 COMPARISON

Stitch Heart Country
Wow factor

Community centred 

Provision for visitors

Shaded areas 715% ↑ 315% ↑ 315% ↑
Seating 152% ↑ 130% ↑ 170% ↑
BBQ 400% ↑ 450% ↑ 900% ↑
Trees 2% ↑ 3% ↑ 8% ↓
Water feature

Sensory garden

Rotunda Existing Relocated Relocated

In-park parking Updated Updated Updated

WC Existing Existing New

Mount

Lagoon
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The comparison is broken into 3 sections. Firstly, the 
broad “community” goals have been considered 
foundational by all three proposals and come from an 
understanding of the council’s overall aims. Secondly, 
these items are specific outcomes of the community 
consultation survey and therefore reflect the views of 
Dalby residents and visitors. 

Finally, we have a number of broader practical 
considerations – the results of which have largely been 
driven by the specific design proposals.
All three proposals look to increase seating areas, 
shading, BBQs, all whilst maintaining trees and adding 
water features and sensory gardens. This aligns 
closely with the community feedback. 
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