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What is to be said here is directed against ‘applied’ and
instrumental ways of promoting and engaging ‘sustainability’
(and education). It recognises that to have viable futures we
must change what we do as a species, which means
essentially changing what we are and how we act on the
world of our dependence.

Our starting point is to acknowledge that unsustainability is
not simply a negative performative quality of ‘things in the
world’. Rather, and more fundamentally, unsustainability is an
intrinsic characteristic of the anthropocentric nature of human
being. Which means it is de facto a consequence of our way
of being as it lacks a concern for Being as such. Of course,
human centred actions upon ‘the given world’ have always
had negative consequences but, and in common with other animals, for most of the 160,000 years of Homo
sapiens existence our numbers and impacts were low, meaning that impacted ecologies could recover in
part or in whole. Once human settlement commenced around ten thousand year ago, ‘we’ started to create
our ever expanding ‘world within the world’. From this moment onward the damage done to the
environments of our dependence (and the dependence of other species) continually increased.

We are not born unsustainable. Rather we are inducted into this condition of our being. Thinkers as diverse
as John Dewey and Jean-François Lyotard have pointed out that we are ‘born an animal and become
human’ by education. In the face of this remark we note: the animal does not disappear but is biologically
present as a complex substrate that we are socialised to repress. Second, and more pertinent to our
concern here, in our learning to become human we equally learn a mode of being that is generatively
unsustainable.

How we are introduced into the world in infancy, not least in the construction of a binary difference
(us/world), actually becomes the ground for our ‘education in error’. This division is inherent in our primary,
secondary and tertiary education, as is seen in the constitution of domains of knowledge of disciplines.
Effectively, we learn to be unsustainable as a mode of perception of our worldly needs and via forms of
unreflective action. We simply do not know or see the impacts of what we do. More specifically, the
instrumental practices that constitute our ongoing means of world making (via crafts, trades and
professions and their educational and training institutional supports) inscribe the production of the
unsustainable into our everyday economic, socio-cultural, and political life. None of this is to say that
everything we do creates the unsustainability of the world of human habitation. It is to say that the values
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and actions that underpin our being unsustainable and then go on to create the immersive condition of
structural unsustainability have to be exposed and engaged.

So where do we go from here? Basically there are two key moves to be made, and both imply a process of
huge change.
Move one is to develop means to critically disclose ‘the dialectic of sustainment’ implicit in artifice and
education. This refers to the fact that whenever we create we also destroy. Historically, our formal and
informal education on creativity and making has never confronted this. Without this recognition we are
unable to act ethically to advance sustainment. The intellectual ‘tool’ for this job is deconstruction –
notwithstanding the often-limited comprehension and the cultural recoil from deconstruction as it’s
understood philosophically. In my area (design) this critical practice has been developed through the
concept of ‘defuturing’ – which names the agency of those actions and produced things that arrive by
design to, mostly unwittingly, take our future away. Defuturing is inherent in the ways we replicate the
status quo and it equates to ‘unsustainability as process’.

Move two is the huge task of remaking of education against ‘education in error’. In a few words, I can only
signpost this activity. Essentially, post a deconstructive interrogation, it requires situating specific areas of
knowledge in a comprehensive relational understanding (current divisions of knowledge are a big part of the
problem as they ‘de-relationalize’ the causality of objects of study and the social subjects who study them).
Finally, such an education requires the establishment of new kinds of learning communities able to create
‘futuring’ knowledge and practice.

Is what has just been advocated really possible? Without doubt the answer is yes. Increasingly, there are
events, courses, and the arrival of books that support this view. More is coming later …

Tags: Sustainability

Comments

Post a new comment

Nursing Study Online
Get A Degree In Allied Health Rang
Of Job Opps, Find Out More!
www.cqu.edu.au/HealthScience

PhD scholarship topups
Cognitive Psycholinguistics and
Natural Language Learning
csem.flinders.edu.au

Disability Studies Online

Submit Comment

Name Email Website (optional)

Subscribe to None

javascript: showLogin();
javascript: showLogin();
javascript: postComment(0);
javascript: showLogin();
javascript: showWPLogin();
javascript: IDC.twitter.load_popup();
javascript: IDCNav('IDCNavOpenID'); showSignupOpenIDNewThread();
javascript: document.getElementById('IDCommentNewThreadText').focus()
http://world.edu/author/tony-fry
http://world.edu/author/tony-fry
http://world.edu/?author=133
http://world.edu/tag/sustainability/
http://world.edu/tag/sustainability/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BkkqW6ULRT-6DC8LclAWX_YEQ9sO_tgPWkLmAQcCNtwHQgIIBEAEYASC1krkWKAM4AFDSj6W3_f____8BYKWglYCYAbIBCXdvcmxkLmVkdboBCjI1MHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAVVodHRwOi8vd29ybGQuZWR1L2VkdWNhdGlvbi1lcnJvci1zdHJ1Y3R1cmFsLWNvbmRpdGlvbi1odW1hbi1pbmR1Y2VkLXVuc3VzdGFpbmFiaWxpdHkvqQImuFZQWK-wPsgC9vqlLagDAcgDH-gDSugD9ALoA1L1AwAIAMT1AwAAABA&num=1&sig=AOD64_3SZSRheJxXiRxcOoypz0phT222XA&client=ca-pub-6229460539864033&adurl=http://www.cqu.edu.au/study/what-can-i-study/health-and-medical-sciences/undergraduate-programs/bachelor-of-allied-health
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BsN7n6ULRT-6DC8LclAWX_YEQrofyoQKOkeLqJf7-25NQoKehAhACGAIgtZK5FigDOABQpsHAoPv_____AWCloJWAmAGyAQl3b3JsZC5lZHW6AQoyNTB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gFVaHR0cDovL3dvcmxkLmVkdS9lZHVjYXRpb24tZXJyb3Itc3RydWN0dXJhbC1jb25kaXRpb24taHVtYW4taW5kdWNlZC11bnN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5L6kCJrhWUFivsD6oAwHIAx_oA0roA_QC6ANS9QMACADE9QMAAAAQ&num=2&sig=AOD64_04xP6PgbArsYyfVrGzlPl0a6vAaA&client=ca-pub-6229460539864033&adurl=http://flinders.edu.au/science_engineering/csem/research/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=B0LUK6ULRT-6DC8LclAWX_YEQhpOwvAK-oejONsCNtwGw3v8BEAMYAyC1krkWKAM4AFC9k4vpAmCloJWAmAGgAcrcst8DsgEJd29ybGQuZWR1ugEKMjUweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBVWh0dHA6Ly93b3JsZC5lZHUvZWR1Y2F0aW9uLWVycm9yLXN0cnVjdHVyYWwtY29uZGl0aW9uLWh1bWFuLWluZHVjZWQtdW5zdXN0YWluYWJpbGl0eS-AAgGpAia4VlBYr7A-qAMByAMf6ANK6AP0AugDUvUDAAgAxPUDAAAAEIgGAQ&num=3&cid=5Ggnv381wYIml2KZ3vdSfpO6&sig=AOD64_1Pr8QIknLeLxskbKPy9irTQ6owHg&client=ca-pub-6229460539864033&adurl=http://www.gradschool.com.au/programs/master-disability-studies.aspx
javascript: postComment(0);
http://intensedebate.com/postRSS/90309285

	world.edu
	Education in Error (a structural condition of human induced unsustainability) - world.edu


	NlZC11bnN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5LwA=: 
	form1: 
	textarea0: Enter text right here!
	input0: 
	input0_(1): 
	input0_(1)_(2): 


	NlZC11bnN1c3RhaW5hYmlsaXR5LwA=: 
	IDSubscribeToThis: [-1]



