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Australian Wallaby Compounds: The Key To Fighting

superbugs?
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Pharmacognostic agents have a history of providing us with
antibiotic agents, usually arising from plants ot fungal and
bacterial organismsMWhilst the number of vertebrate detived
pharmacognostical agents is relatively small, examples do
exist of vertebrate detived medicines. Recent teports in the
Australian media indicate that peptides from wallabies (an
Australian marsupial) may provide us with the next round of
agents to combat antibiotic tesistant bacteria.” * Wallabics
give birth to immature young which do not have a fully
functioning immune system, Instead, they rely on maternal
antimicrobial agents delivered via the milk to assist their
- immune system in combating mictobial infection. It was
recently reported that a compound isolated from wallaby
tnilk was a very potent antibiotic against dangerous bacteia,
including multdrug vesistant strains of Psendonronas aerigginosa,
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Klebsiella presmonia and Acinetobacter banmanii, 'The research
team is how working on a method to deliver the peptide to
daity cattle as a treatment for mastitis, as well as further
exploting the medicinal potential of this peptide.
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