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Abstract 
This paper presents a close reading of Australian local newspapers The Queenslander, The 
Week, and The Logan Witness. It argues that by representing triumph over local challenges 
these newspapers also constituted a late-nineteenth-century civilizing process. They played a 
vital role in generating community cohesion. Stability and civilization were represented to the 
target audience of families and entrepreneurs as ‘natural’ and appropriately embodied by 
colonizers. Embedding a sense of belonging established a ‘civilising (sic) goodness’ through 
disavowal of the displacement of indigenous peoples as familiar community practices were 
enacted. In this highly literate population newspapers, rather than books, provided local 
Australian content. A case study of the Lahey family, who arrived as South East Queensland 
became available for serious settlement in the early 1870s, personalizes the settlement 
ideology produced by local newspapers. 
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As the title suggests, this paper highlights ways in which local newspapers The 
Queenslander, The Week, and The Logan Witness represented and constituted, the civilizing 
process of colonial settlement in the last few decades of the nineteenth century—a time well 
after Australia's original convict led colonization in 1788.1 It argues that in presenting both 
the challenges and the efforts necessary to overcome them, newspapers played a vital role in 
generating community cohesion. Successful settlers were those most involved with 
community building, most invested emotionally and financially with the new landscapes they 
were changing. Families and entrepreneurs were therefore target audiences: on the one hand, 
newspapers created a sense of belonging by addressing familiar local terrains and the shared 
challenges implicit in colonization; on the other, newspapers represented markers of stability 
and civilization as ‘natural’ or properly embodied by colonizers. The project embedded a 
sense of belonging that established what has elsewhere been called the ‘civilising (sic) 
goodness' of colonizers; it was a process that could only proceed through disavowal of the 
displacement of previous indigenous peoples.2 Colonial community practices were 
represented as playing out in familiar ways that consolidated settlement. This is particularly 
important as Australia's population was highly literate and only newspapers provided 
Australian content.3 A case study of the Lahey family, who arrived as South East Queensland 
became available for serious settlement in the early 1870s, personalizes the settlement 
ideology produced by local newspapers. Of the three newspapers mentioned, only The 
Queenslander was published weekly between1866 and 1939 and initially simply summarized 
the events of the week that were recorded in the Brisbane Courier (which continues to this 
day as the Courier Mail). From 1873 to 1880, under the editorship of Gresley Lukin; it 
expanded into featuring colonial art, poetry, and short stories as well as featuring elaborate 
front page illustrations and some decorative columns.4 
In 1859 Queensland became a colony of Great Britain independently of New South Wales. 
That timing fell squarely within a period (1850–1870) identified by Warwick Anderson as a 
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time when medical science associated the sub tropics and tropics with white degeneration and 
debility.5 Sydney and Melbourne were, respectively, about a 1000 kilometers (621 miles) and 
1800 kilometers (1118 miles) south; both were considered safer, healthier destinations. 
Queensland was a remote frontier, a useful foil to demonstrate the civilized status of these 
southern centers. Even in its 1909 review of Queensland's first 50 years, the government still 
found it politic to state that, ‘[i]t is supposed in many parts of Australia that North 
Queensland is less salubrious than South Queensland, and that the Southern states are 
healthier than Queensland as a whole.’ then quickly assert that, ‘[t]he crude death rate does 
not give a basis for this assumption.’ It specifically mentions that, ‘as far as young children 
are concerned, we need not fear that the climate of Tropical Queensland will be found 
unfavorable to the British race.’6 Reporting on primary industries, the review notes the 
ongoing potential of commercial and social colonization in Queensland, conjuring an image 
of a land ‘solitary as in the dawn of creation, only awaiting the advent of the settler to be 
transformed into a scene of bustling activity.’7 
The post-independence period saw a determined economic imperative to build colonial 
Queensland's infrastructure and generate income through the export of agricultural products. 
It also witnessed the cultural project of transplanting the values and activities of civilization 
into Queensland. The opening up of the bush has been immortalized in Henry Lawson's poem 
The Lights of Cobb and Co. when he wrote, ‘Through stringy-bark and blue-gum, and box 
and pine we go; New camps are stretching ’cross the plains the routes of Cobb and Co.’8 
These new settlements were often commercially driven. When Cobb and Co. arrived in 
Queensland in 1865, the much used route between Brisbane and coal-producing Limestone 
(Ipswich) only 39 kilometers (24 miles) away was their first priority, followed by the needs 
of powerful, wool producers established on the western frontier of the Darling Downs, 124 
kilometers (77 miles) and further from Brisbane. The discovery of gold at Gympie, 170 
kilometers (105 miles) from Brisbane, drew the routes northwards in 1867.9 
By 1871, though, it was clear to Cobb and Co. from the operation of other carriers such as P. 
Van Dohrens, X. Kluvers, and Robert Johnstone that settlement provided sufficient demand 
for more transportation; so Cobb and Co. moved into the areas south and east of Brisbane 
toward what is now the Gold Coast.10 Nevertheless, in what came to be known as the country 
of five rivers, infrastructure demands in terms of bridges and ferries were high if any carrier 
were to compete with the smoother experience offered by water travel.11 Two decades after 
Cobb and Co. arrived in Queensland, challenges remained in the southern reach toward the 
coast for both the company and its passengers, as a report in The Queenslander made clear:  
Messrs. Cobb and Co. occasionally send down a small coach, and the other day the jolting of 
the toy, with five children besides four adults inside, going between Southport and Pimpama 
over the unimproved roads […] was an exercise to be remembered. (Queenslander, 6 
February 1886) 
This quote demonstrates an ongoing tension between the challenges in opening up the land 
and the required success of transplanted culture. The ‘occasional’ implied luxury of a ‘toy’ 
coach sets the flimsiness of a child's plaything against the serious challenges of ‘unimproved’ 
infrastructure in a way that insists on being memorable for its absurdity: the need of children 
and adults alike in such a setting is for better, comfortable, and reliable transportation. It is 
this type of rhetoric that highlights the role of newspapers in the civilizing project. 
Positioned as it was 45 kilometers (27 miles) southeast of Brisbane and 25 kilometers (15 
miles) northwest of Southport,12 part of Pimpama's success was its utility as a staging post. 
Indeed, it had a reputation for offering the weary traveler, ‘as substantial a repast as could be 
got for the same money [two shillings] anywhere in Queensland [because] the varieties of the 
vegetables and their quality said a good deal for the growing capabilities of the soil’ 
(Queenslander, 10 July 1876). The ‘growing capabilities’ of the area for agriculture, and the 
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equally important capacity to transform that produce into accessible and affordable 
sustenance, is a hallmark of local success. 
The Lahey family, Francis and Alicia Lahey with their 11 offspring and a laborer, emigrated 
from Ireland in 1862. After trying two landholdings closer to Brisbane, they made their way 
to Pimpama in 1870. No longer the ‘frontier’ of settlement, in the sense of intial displacement 
of the local aborigines, Pimpama was certainly still a ‘contact zone’ where relations were 
continuously being renegotiated.13 That ‘negotiation’ inevitably favored settlers as a group 
with a history of ‘thoroughly institutionalised (sic)’ conflict behind them.14 
Francis Lahey, with two of his sons, first explored the area in a two ton rowing boat, laden 
with supplies. Rowing down Oxley Creek on the then outskirts of Brisbane, they emerged 
into the Brisbane River and from there out to the largely uncharted waters of Moreton Bay.15 
They wanted to take advantage of the rich volcanic soil and the later alluvial sediments 
deposited over 6000 years by the frequent flooding of a complex river system. The continued 
northerly migration of sand from New South Wales produced the confusing network of 
islands and inlets that Francis and his sons had to tackle in order to reach Pimpama.16 
Avoiding the mouth of the Logan River, they:  
explored numerous deadend (sic) inlets and finally reached and ascended the Pimpama River 
to a small settlement called ‘Jacob's Well,’ there they learned that they should have taken the 
southern branch Hotham Creek on which, at the Main Southern road, the township named 
Pimpama had been surveyed and partly built upon.17 
They turned back, having run out of supplies, and made their decision to settle as the result of 
a later second visit by land. They called the new property Sunnyside and the place where the 
Hotham was fed by two steady streams became known as Lahey’s Crossing.18 A primary 
consideration in the settlement decision was the availability of water; seven years later, the 
area was still known for its abundance and purity:  
A fine healthy place is this Pimpama—mountains and rills, little hills and valleys, venerable 
rocks, and dancing waters laughing over their faces and tumbling into foamy basins, then 
starting again, pure and bright among boulders, over gravel, under overhanging vines and tall 
trees with bright flowers of gold and purple, and lily white. Down, down for miles run these 
pure and sparkling waters till the settler's clearing opens out to view the broad areas of 
growing crops—and the factory, where the merry stream is harnessed up for work, and by its 
aid the finest arrowroot in the world is made […] there is room enough between Beenleigh 
and Coomera for all the bile in Brisbane to blow out to sea, clean away, never to return. (The 
Week, 13 December 1879) 
The settler's everlasting romance with a good water supply is poetically embodied not only 
through alliteration and assonance but also through personification of the landscape: 
‘venerable’ aged, and wise rocks guide the ‘dancing waters’ toward their proper use. Purity 
and brightness capture a certain youthful energy, a joint venture just begun between ‘settler’ 
and place, a joyousness unleashed in perfect harmony. The romance sings from the page 
describing fresh water flowing from the southern and eastern flanks of Tamborine 
Mountain—fresh water which meant that Sunnyside became one of these ‘settler's 
clearing[s].’ The Laheys established a highly successful arrowroot farm with its own mill, or 
‘factory, where the merry stream is harnessed up for work.’ Like the quotation from the 
Queensland Government's half century review, the writer here finds it impossible to 
contemplate the personified, anglicized land as anything other than empty, as terra nullius. 
Indigenous presence is eradicated; the land waits for Brisbane residents to come to their 
senses, for the colonists to arrive, much as the Garden of Eden may have waited for Adam 
and Eve. Any representation of Eden, however, would not be complete without certain perils 
and local newspapers were the primary purveyors of a permanent record of the challenges 
that colonizer's faced in a new land. It seems apt to begin with fauna. 
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Two cases of snake bite were reported in a single account where the treatment was said to be 
ammonia, ‘stimulants,’ and bleeding (The Week, 12 April 1879). Another report made much 
of the experience of ‘Mr Castle's son’ who had been sitting at the table and ‘felt a pulling at 
his arm near the shoulder’ which he interpreted as a playful cat only to discover a ‘a carpet 
snake, a little under seven feet long, which had evidently commenced to make a meal off him 
[…and] found to his dismay that he was firmly held by the reptile.’ His upper arm suffered 
‘considerable laceration’ and the ‘blood flowed freely’ although ‘not the slightest evil effect 
was noticed any further than a nervous wakefulness’ (Logan Witness, 16 March 1878). 
People were not only targets of reptiles. In the same account as the arm eating python appears 
the reporter comments on, ‘the hordes of caterpillars, whose ravages are being seen upon 
some of the best grassed flats in this neighbourhood (sic).’ Some years later, Mr Vaughan in 
the Pimpama nursery ‘suffers much more from flying foxes than from drought and frost 
combined’ (Logan Witness, 9 February 1884). At other times, as ‘drought and frost’ imply, 
the land itself seemed to fight back, through its flora as well as fauna and climate. Weeds are 
a continuous scourge: Parramatta weed which had a mulberry color and could be used as a 
dye ‘merged’ with corn and pumpkin (Logan Witness, 18 April 1885); sida retusa was 
considered a ‘really a terrible pest’ in its continuous ‘disputes with the sugar-cane for 
possession of the soil’ (Logan Witness, 11 May 1880). Such ‘disputes’ between flora and 
settler are common:  
The weed called ‘ingplant’ […] is a pest to the corn […] a small brown pigeon spreads them 
and increases with the abundance of its feed, being very tame when enjoying itself at the 
expense of the settlers. This weed should be chopped up as soon as it appears, or it will give 
ten-fold more labour in a few months. (The Queenslander, 23 June 1885) 
At other times, a lack of attention, carelessness, or bad luck added to the suffering as people 
had serious accidents going about the daily tasks of settlement and transformation. Mr 
McKavanagh dropped a ‘bag of chaff’ from a haystack onto his son's head and the child bit 
off the end of his tongue which had to be sewn on again and it was, ‘to be hoped the little 
sufferer will soon be well again’ (Logan Witness, 23 February 1878). Only a fortnight later he 
was buried (Logan Witness, 9 March 1878). At nearby Yatala, sawmill owner, Mr Holmes, 
had a son who injured his hand so badly he had to have a finger amputated (Logan Witness, 
17 January 1885). Mr William Gault, ‘while stripping a log, cut off one of his toes and 
severely cut two others’ (The Queenslander, 28 March 1885). Mr Orr's daughter ‘ran up 
against’ the scythe he was using and severed an artery (Logan Witness, 1 September 1889). 
Mr Brady dislocated his shoulder when falling from a horse (Logan Witness, 17 April 1880); 
but was luckier than Stephan Hall had been a year earlier when he ‘was thrown from his 
horse and broke his neck, and on his companions crossing to his assistance, they found life 
quite extinct’ (The Week, 11 January 1879). Nor was it necessarily safer in a horse drawn 
vehicle: ‘a spring cart was upset at the upper crossing of that river [Upper Coomera], on the 
old main road south, a few days since, there being a nasty hole there. The occupants were 
thrown out and a child in arms fatally injured’ (The Queenslander, 11 April 1885). No doubt 
there was much outpouring of grief at such a loss. Mr Tuesley, the local owner of one of the 
cutters who plied the Coomera River, was treated with wry humor rather than overt sympathy 
when he was hurt whilst out one night ‘torpedo fishing’ (fishing with explosives):  
One of the finny tribe—in revenge perhaps for the wholesale massacre of his species going 
on—struck its stinging ray into the sole of Mr. T's foot, making some half dozen incisions. 
The pain was maddening and paralysing (sic) for the time, coursing through the body to the 
brain, and the foot swelled greatly and blackened; but with oil applied externally, and alcohol 
internally, the patient is recovering. (The Queenslander, 8 April 1876) 
Indeed, the unfortunate Tuesley seemed quite accident prone since the very same edition of 
the paper also reports that the boom of Mr Tuesley's cutter had knocked him overboard and 
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‘his feet becoming entangled in the ropes, he could not strike out to swim; but, fortunately, 
the other man on board was in time to seize him by the legs and haul him in.’ At Coomera 
settlement a few years later, though, a stranger, known only as ‘Mick,’ had no one to haul 
him out of the water. He died when he ‘left his swag at the township and attempted to swim 
the river with his clothes on without waiting to be ferried over, and whilst in a state of liquor’ 
(Logan Witness, 22 May 1880). 
As though the natural hazards of a new land and the inexperience of the colonizers in that 
land were not sufficient, some people were not at all civic-minded and created problems 
simply in the process of occupying and populating the land. Wandering cows, grazing 
alongside the rough roads, join caterpillars, poor weather conditions, and marsupials as 
destroyers of crops where ‘new settlers’ have only an ‘extemporised fence’ (The 
Queenslander, 23 March 1889). This practice ‘for the benefit of a few but to the trouble of 
the many’ is roundly condemned:  
These cattle break fences of men who buy land and fence it in, creep in at every open gate, 
trample arrowroot, eat corn, destroy neat gardens, and evoke more curses than all the bother 
of people's own honest business […] They obstruct the road, are dangerous to travelers at 
night, and have been known to throw riders and upset vehicles down side banks. (The 
Queenslander, 16 May 1885) 
Here the civil and the uncivil are clearly set in opposition in terms that spell out the danger of 
the colonizer who goes his own way without the appropriate engagement with community. 
Such wilful inconsideration was too much to tolerate along with continuously bad roads, 
rivers that silted up and had to be dredged, unbuilt bridges, railways that were built elsewhere 
for the needs of tourists, travelers, and squatters rather than farmers. There were disputes, 
sometimes legal and expensive ones, between divisional boards and between state and local 
representatives. Money was needed for schools, for replacing seed crops when experiments 
failed, for paying laborers and domestics and dealing with the politics of kanaka (South Sea 
Islander) labor, for the wheel tax, for investment in new technology like cream separators or 
butter churners, or ice chests or arrowroot processing or water storage. It was an everyday 
struggle to exist with large families making persistent claims on time, energy, and resources. 
Despite all this, or perhaps because of it, the community was a community and the process of 
civilizing went on apace. In a family history of the Laheys, Shirley Lahey granddaughter of 
Francis and Alicia, writes of her uncle David's ‘lively intelligence’ and the ‘leisure activities’ 
in which he participated. At home this included ‘Bible readings, playing a musical instrument 
and singing’ but she also mentions that ‘both sons and daughters were prominent in local 
amusements.’ She writes that until 1879:  
There was little to occupy the young of Pimpama outside of Church activities until Mr 
[Reverend] Harding and others began monthly entertainments of impromptu concert items, 
and additionally, ‘penny readings’ in their own homes. The Logan Witness correspondent 
wrote […] that ‘Our young people have decided to hold penny readings during the time of the 
full moon in each month—the first to be held at Harding's house next full moon, proceeds to 
be devoted to the repairs, & c. of the Wesleyan Church, Pimpama.’ Of the impromptu concert 
turns one item ‘by instrumentalists Mssrs. [David] Lahey, Davenport and Taylor, the first 
mentioned being especially good when not accompanied by his voice’ was reported […]. 
Taylor and Lahey gave a piece of instrumental music which brought great applause, Miss 
Walmsley, too, took part and ‘gave us some nice readings.’19 
The ‘full moon’ must have done its work on the ‘young people’ for David Lahey soon 
married ‘Miss Walmsley.’ As the popularity of such events increased so the venues had to 
accommodate greater numbers beyond those that a private home could manage. In nearby 
Beenleigh, the local court house was used for more pleasurable activities. The report of that 
event, alongside the account above, gives us some real insight into the cultural work of such 
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events. After naming the participants in much the same way as above, the reporter goes on to 
make explicit the agenda of civilizing the ‘bush’:  
Without exception all did well—very well indeed. As to whether they get the thanks of the 
community or not is a matter of perfect indifference to them; but they deserve it. They are 
engaged in an endeavour (sic) to elevate the moral tone of the community, and the crowded 
court house bore testimony to the success of their efforts. Only those who knew the district 
from the first period of its settlement can fully appreciate the work in which those ladies and 
gentlemen are engaged. (The Queenslander, 12 July 1878) 
Quite ignoring those first early gatherings in the Reverend's home, the next part of the report 
recalls the days when the ‘only’ gatherings in the community were at the ‘bullocky 
institution’ of the local ‘grog shanty.’ The rough and ready entertainment that evolved at such 
a venue was clearly a problem to proprietor and local residents alike. The tavern owner made 
a bid for ‘respectability’ by issuing tickets to one event. This was a dramatic failure as local 
lads, ‘riled’ by such ‘treachery,’ gate-crashed the event and, in the absence of a police force 
in the area, managed to takeover, breaking windows and ‘pulling the landlord about.’ The 
more demure of the young ladies tried to leave, only to find the lads seizing ‘hold of some 
petticoats, into which some of them got’ as they insisted on the dance being continued: 
‘Respectability fled, utterly routed.’ The piece ends with a direct comparison: ‘what a 
contrast between that gathering and the sound intellectual treat of the penny readings!’ 
The reports of penny reading evenings and similar occasions of relatively civilized discourse 
always give the names of the upstanding participants, as well as the names of the pieces they 
recited or played. Nothing is anonymous or left to chance enabling running commentaries to 
emerge in subsequent conversations in the workaday world and cement the bonds of 
community. Newspapers were ‘the most eagerly read local publications.’20 In Upper 
Coomera in 1876, for example, there was a concert in ‘Mr Howard's large barn’ with 
‘operatic selections’ on the violin and:  
a selection of old standard songs, such as ‘The White Squall,’ ‘Standard Bearer’ & c. The 
basso threw some power into Russell's ‘Slave Chase,’ but the aria from the Zauberflöte fell 
flatter, as it demands unusual volume of voice in the lower register, such as a German basso 
profundo excels in. To walk home in the weird forest by moonlight was a fitting termination 
to the evening's amusement, with our feelings attuned to sweet sounds. (The Queenslander, 8 
April 1876) 
Although some of the songs are popular ballads, the reference to Mozart places this report in 
the context of high culture; the assured voice of the writer also bespeaks a familiarity with the 
demands of opera music and it is casually assumed the readership will understand the 
references. The emergence of a transplanted culture in a new landscape is clear. The ‘weird 
forest’ evokes a sense of wonder and displacement so that the positive effect of ‘old standard 
songs’ and the ‘sweet sounds’ seems uncanny: simultaneously familiar and unfamiliar. It is 
easy to imagine these settlers strolling beneath the moonlight, having generated the security 
of ‘home’ through their music-making and wishing they too were now protected from their 
own trials and tribulations by the music of a magic flute. 
The remnants of this ongoing mission of civilizing the Australian bush remains apparent 
today in every country town that has a now faded School of Arts building or Mechanics 
Institute gracing one of its streets. In 1888, Pimpama managed to establish a dedicated School 
of Arts described as a ‘prominent and neat-looking object just on the north side of Hotham 
Bridge’ (Queenslander, 10 November 1888). David Lahey, of the ‘especially good when not 
accompanied by his voice’ fame, was an active member of the committee to organize events 
and to raise funds for the building. Again, in the reporting of the opening of the School of 
Arts, there is a combination of the familiarity of the social activities and the erratic vagaries 
of the land. It:  
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opened with a grand concert, supper, dance, on Friday evening, 30th ulto. The evening was 
remarkable for the thorough breaking of the drought, and people congratulated themselves on 
that fact if even [sic] it was somewhat disappointing to visitors to get wet through and 
through. A good muster rolled up and the joyful rain delayed the commencement of the 
evening's banquet and dancing […] A number of dances concluded the affair in the early 
morning. About 100 people must have been there. (Logan Witness, 8 December 1888) 
By March of the following year a ‘weekly school of dancing’ had been inaugurated, ‘and Mr 
Wm Castles gave an interesting address on what he saw during his recent visit to Victoria’ 
(The Queenslander, 23 March 1889). As it did throughout small communities, the School of 
Arts became central in the development of a respectable, enlightened, and educated local 
community. 
Songs, recitals and operas, and sharing of knowledge through travel and expertize ran 
alongside more active pursuits. Traditionally, the arena of the upper classes, horse-racing in 
the Pimpama region took on a local flavor more suited to the conditions of a colony out to 
make its own luck. Mr Cox, a local ‘vigneron’ (grape grower), gave over a paddock for 
events where ‘the attendance was large and the utmost good feeling prevailed’ (The 
Queenslander, 8 October 1887). Communal and egalitarian in spirit, such races had 
something for everyone with even the lowliest creature able to enter the Hack Race for a 
prize of £5; horses that were not quite hacks but were inexperienced and had never won an 
advertised prize before could take out the Maiden Plate for £10 and the better equipped that 
needed handicapping could run in either the Railway Handicap for a prize of £20 or the 
Pimpama Handicap for £30. Finally, for all horses ‘beaten during the meeting,’ there was the 
Consolation Handicap of £5. These were not small rewards, given that there were 20 shillings 
to the pound sterling and a pound of butter cost a shilling and 9 pence, a pound of tea about 2 
shillings and a pound of honey about 5 pence a pound. Winning the Pimpama Handicap at 
£30 meant that the winner could employ a nurse or a maid for a whole year.21 Little wonder 
that ‘good feeling’ existed at the possibility of a win. 
Nor were races in the area restricted to horses. A few months beforehand there had been a 
meeting of almost equal dimensions when the Pimpama Jubilee Sports were conducted, it too 
having a Maiden Race—although this time the first prize was only a pound! The same prize 
was awarded for the Boys Race, the Sack Race, the Ladies' Race, the Throwing the Hammer, 
Putting Heavy Stone, Hurdle Race, and various jumping competitions. As with many events, 
the strenuous activity of the day was followed by a social evening, this time a ‘Ball in the 
evening’ (The Queenslander, 21 June 1887). 
Such events were important not only within communities but also across any community 
within a 20 mile radius. Pimpama networked throughout the region interacting with others 
from Oxenford, Beenleigh, Hope Island, and Coomera. That most British of institutions, the 
cricket match, was very popular. The community celebrated the birthday of Prince of Wales 
in 1879 (Monday, 10 November) with a gathering of the Pimpama Cricket Club in 
preparation for their first game, which was coming up a month later on Separation Day (10 
December). The linking of these two events, one related so definitively to Empire and the 
other to Queensland's independence from New South Wales, captures the hybrid nature of 
colonial identity, the old and the new of life at the end of the nineteenth century for these 
colonizers. 
As so often, the lengthy report of that day of preparation was an occasion for much tongue in 
cheek reportage that can once again, and finally, demonstrate the significant role of these 
local newspapers in setting the tone for a civil society:  
The Pimpama Cricket Club had arranged to play a match in Mr McCreadie's flat, between our 
married and single men. Of course, so great an undertaking by the married men brought out 
all their wives, and their wives brought out all their little ones, and dinners. Of course, all the 

http://www.tandfonline.com.libraryproxy.griffith.edu.au/doi/full/10.1080/13688804.2014.956712#en0021
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single men brought their ‘intended’ or sisters as the case might be, so by 11 o’clock the 
ground had quite a lively appearance. The cricketers were at once to practice and played two 
or three very good innings before dinner; the ladies looked on from some neighbouring 
shade, and enjoyed themselves in speculation or otherwise. The day was hot, and the 
cricketers were glad to take themselves into the shade where dinner was spread on the grass 
in true picnic fashion, when they regaled themselves with hot tea and cakes and biscuits 
which showed to what a state of perfection our lady cooks had attained to. It was a pleasant 
picture to see the green grass, the snow white tablecloth, the gay dresses, and cheerful faces 
of the ladies and the general appearance of peace and plenty. One could hardly conceive that 
the very men then sitting peacefully side by side joking and laughing together, would, in the 
space of an hour, be contending one against the other under the broiling November sun; but 
of such short duration is peace and pleasure in this world, and so deceptive is human nature 
that those who would have been taken for the best of friends are now hotly opposing each 
other; aye, now you can see father against son, and son against father, brother against brother, 
each party eagerly contesting for the conquest of the other. The married men had their innings 
first, and goaded by a wholesome fear of their wives, fought with all the strength and activity 
of youth combined with the care and precision of age. But the young fellows were determined 
not to give in without a desperate struggle and played well, eventually coming off 
conquerors. There was some good playing on both sides and the match speaks well of our 
club, and I think that our cricketers left the field well content with their day's sport, and with 
a good deal better opinion of themselves than they had before. During the time the match was 
being played, the ladies and those gentlemen who cricket not but coquette, enjoyed 
themselves in playing rounders […] in the evening a goodly number of both cricketers and 
non-cricketers went into a large room that was placed at their disposal and after tea spent the 
evening in a very enjoyable manner by singing, reading, & c, & c finishing up, as I do now, 
with ‘God Save the Queen.’ (Logan Witness, 15 November 1879) 
Now cricket, rather than music, is the hallmark of civilized society. Despite the venue of the 
match, ‘of course’ all the wives were supportive; ‘of course’ the heroic young men needed 
sisters or sweethearts to cheer them on. Not only is there time for leisure and for idle 
‘speculation’ and exchanges of community news as the willow meets the leather in the 
stillness of the afternoon heat, but everyone knows their places and plays their roles in this 
colonial tableau. Once more, there is a reassuring familiarity to cricket, to women providing 
food and (real) men clapping one another on the back in the throes of a virile good 
sportsmanship that would be misplaced in ‘rounders.’ Like the rigors of the terrain, the 
competitiveness of human nature is tamed and channeled into the game; the necessary and 
admirable tenacity of the pioneering spirit is temporarily redirected into enjoying the ‘peace 
and plenty’ that their labors have earned. The genteel culture of a British cricket match is 
embedded within a landscape that challenges: ‘the day was hot’ could be England but ‘the 
broiling November sun’ calls local readers to attention, reminding them of where they are as 
they head for the ‘welcome’ shade. Despite the peculiarities of the weather, ‘dinner was 
spread on the grass in true picnic fashion’ and along with cakes and biscuits the participants 
proceeded to enjoy the traditional beverage of ‘hot tea.’ In case all this is too subtle, the piece 
ends by reminding its readers that British Australians remain citizens in the land of an all-
powerful monarch who is never forgotten no matter how far flung the reaches of her Empire. 
Cricket was never only cricket in the colonies. 
A month later, Pimpama played its first serious match against the more experienced team of 
Bannockburn and unexpectedly beat them. The local paper reported that the ‘people of the 
district are looking forward with considerable interest to Boxing Day, when a monster picnic 
is to take place, each family bringing its own provisions’ (The Week, 13 December 1879). 
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Pragmatically, success in the project of colonization meant the ability for a farming 
community to generate an income, to get its produce to markets and exchange goods easily 
with one another, to have basic services provided by a butcher or a baker or a post master, 
and to have a school, a pub, and a church. Culturally, however, success was about managing 
to make a transition in the furthest outreaches of Empire; and that transition was about 
retaining the civilizing ethos of Britishness that provided the rationale for colonization in the 
first place.22 The new expression of the old culture was nevertheless shaped by the daily lives 
and experiences of the population, by the land on which they were putting down their own 
roots, by the demands of weather systems that were totally alien. In representing the 
colonizers to themselves, local newspapers played a vital role in creating the hybridity of the 
new identity, British Australian. It was not until the Australian Citizenship Act 1948, which 
came into effect on 26th January 1949 that Australians finally became citizens of Australia 
rather than of Great Britain. 

Notes 
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