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Introduction
National parks agencies in all Australian States, Territories and the Commonwealth charge individual
visitors entrance fees, camping fees, or both. This report summarises fee structures as of mid 2001. It also
examines how fees are set, collected and spent. Fees for commercial operations such as tours, and for
services such as educational activities, are described in separate reports. All agencies amended their fees in
mid 2000 in response to the introduction of a Goods and Services Tax. This report hence supersedes the
updated ANZECC review in 2000 (QPWS, 2000), which quotes pre-GST figures. 

Entrance fees - overview
Four of the State and Territory park agencies (WA, SA, NSW, TAS), plus Parks Australia, charge daily
entrance fees for public access to some or all of their national parks; three (NT, QLD, ACT) 1 generally do
not (Table 1). Entry fees may be charged per vehicle, per person, or both. Some agencies charge fees for
all parks, others only for more heavily visited parks. For parks where fees are charged, fees range from
$3.00 to $15.00 per vehicle per day, and $3.00 to $6.00 per person per day. Annual passes are also
available from all agencies that charge daily entrance fees. Costs range from $17.00 (WA, one park only)
to $170.00 (SA, all parks in SA). In addition, one-month passes are offered in WA and SA, two-month
passes in Tasmania, and three-day, one-week and two-week passes by Parks Australia.

Entrance fee concessions
All of the agencies, which charge fees to enter national parks, offer discounts to children, pensioners,
school groups and/or coach groups (Table 3). Most agencies also offer discounted rates to clients of
commercial tour operators, as described in the companion report on commercial tour permits.

Entrance fee consistency
TPWS is the only agency that charges a uniform entrance fee for all the national parks under their
management. WA CALM and NSW NPWS also charge uniform entrance fees, including holiday and annual
park passes, but these do not apply in all parks. Parks Victoria, NPWSA and Parks Australia charge different
entrance fees at different parks, but with similar pricing structures.

Fee collection
For those agencies that collect entrance fees, park passes can be purchased and entrance fees paid in
advance at approved outlets such as district offices, information centres, shops and some barge and ferry
operators. In most cases, payment can also be made on entering the park at entry stations or visitor
centres, by self-registration, or to patrolling Rangers (Table 4). 
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TABLE 1:  VEHICLE ENTRANCE FEES IN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS

n/a: Not Applicable
1 For Dandenong Ranges National Park this fee applies on weekends, public and school holidays only
2 For Mt Buffalo National Park the fee is $9.00 when ski lifts are not operating and $12.50 when they are operating. For Mt. Baw Baw

National Park this fee applies in winter and on weekends only; on weekdays the fee is reduced to $5.50
3 Sold only as a two-month pass, $33.00 
4 Vehicle 'service permit' for Fraser and Moreton Islands (managed under the Recreation Areas Management Act); $30.00 if purchased

prior to arrival on islands
5 Kakadu National Park - sold as a 14-day pass, $16.25 
6 Booderee National Park - sold as a five-day pass, $5.40 
7 Initial cost; annual renewal $145.00
8 All parks except Mornington Peninsula National Park
9 Selected group of parks local to the pass holder
10 Vehicle 'service permit' for Fraser and Moreton Islands (managed under the Recreation Areas Act)
11 Available to Northern Territory residents only, for entry to Kakadu and Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Parks only
12 One park local to the pass holder

ii

Length of pass No. of Parks Parks Agency

WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC TAS PA

Day All n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a $9.90 n/a

Some 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 n/a n/a
$9.00 $6.00 $3.00 $5.501

$6.00 $9.002

$10.00 $12.502

One n/a 0 $7.00 0 $15.00 $8.50 n/a n/a n/a
$10.00
$13.00
$18.00
$36.00

Month All $22.50 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a $16.503 n/a

Some n/a 0 $18.00 0 ($40)4 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

One n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a $32.505

$21.606

Year All $51.00 0 $170.007 0 $80.00 $11.00 $63.008 $46.20 n/a

Some $17.009 0 $55.00 0 $40.00 n/a n/a n/a $65.0011

$70.00 ($150)10 $60.00
$120.00

One $17.0012 0 n/a 0 $20.00 $11.00 $30.00 $19.80 n/a



TABLE 2:  INDIVIDUAL ENTRANCE FEES IN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS

n/a: Not Applicable
1 This fee applies to passengers on buses
2 Includes bus passengers
3 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park - sold as a three day pass, $16.25 
4 Fee is levied at $13.20 for a pass that entitles the bearer to enter all parks for up to two months
5 Includes bus passengers

TABLE 3:  CONCESSIONAL ENTRANCE FEES FOR AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS 

n/a:  not applicable. ": Concession available. #: concession not available
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Parks Agency

Length of pass No. of Parks WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC TAS PA

Day All n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a $3.30 n/a

Some 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 n/a n/a
$3.301 $2.201 $6.601

$6.00

One n/a 0 n/a 0 $15.00 $3.302 $2.20 n/a $5.423

$6.60

Month All n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a $6.604 n/a

Some n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

One n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Year All n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Some n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

One n/a 0 n/a 0 n/a $5.505 $54.40 n/a n/a

Parks Agency
Pass type Conc. Offered WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC TAS PA

Daily Entrance Children " n/a " n/a # n/a " # "free

Fees Pensioners " n/a " n/a " " " # #
Seniors " n/a " n/a " " " # #

School and/or
coach groups " n/a " n/a " n/a " " #

Annual Park Seniors " n/a # n/a " n/a " " #
Passes Pensioners " n/a " n/a " n/a " " #



TABLE 4:  ENTRANCE FEE COLLECTION AT AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS

n/a:  not applicable. * Commercial contractor.  † For RAM Areas only, pay in advance to barge operator

Camping fees - overview
All agencies charge fees to camp in national parks. Fees may be charged per person, per vehicle, per site,
or some combination of these. Fees range from $2.20 (TAS) to $9.00 (WA) per person, $6.00 to $18.00
per vehicle (SA), and $4.20 (VIC) to $86.50 (PA) per site (Table 5). Fees may also differ according to the
facilities available (e.g. WA), the size of the camp site (e.g. PA) or the season (e.g. Vic). 

TABLE 5:  INDIVIDUAL CAMPING FEES IN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS

n/a:  not applicable. * A camping site may be occupied by up to two people in  WA and the ACT; up to six people in VIC, depending on the
campground; and up to 35 in Booderee National Park, managed by PA, depending on the campground. † Peak rates given

Camping fees concessions
All of the agencies except NPWSA offer concessional camping fees for children, school groups, pensioners
and/or family groups (Table 6). The defining age for children may be 14, 15 or 16 years, depending on the
agency. The definition of family also varies between agencies, but is typically two adults and two to four
children. 

Camping fee consistency
Except in Victoria and Queensland, camping fees depend on the level of facilities provided (Table 6). Heavily
visited park campgrounds in some areas are provided with shelters, tables, barbecues, and in some cases,
showers. Most parks also have remote or bush camping areas with no facilities. In Victoria, camping fees
vary with season (i.e. peak or off-peak) rather than the level of facilities provided. In Queensland, camping
fees are uniform across all sites and seasons. Camping fees in NSW vary according to both season and level
of facilities available. In most States and Territories, a tiered camping fee structure is applied uniformly to
all parks managed by the relevant agency. For Tasmania, Victoria and Parks Australia, however, there are
different fees at each individual campsite (Table 6). 

iv

FEE COLLECTION POINT WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC TAS PA

Entrance Fees Park Agency Outlets " n/a " "✝ " n/a " " "
Park Entry/

Visitor Centre " n/a " "✝ " n/a " " "
Ranger " n/a " n/a " n/a " # #

Self Registration " n/a " n/a " n/a " # #
Camping Fees Park Entry/

Visitor Centre # # " " " " " " "
Ranger " "* " " " " " # "*

Self Registration " " " " " " " " #

UNIT OF CHARGE NO. OF PARKS WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC✝ TAS PA✝

Per Person All n/a n/a n/a $3.85 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Some $9.00 $3.30- n/a n/a $3.00- n/a n/a $3.30- n/a
$6.60 $9.00 $5.50

One $6.00 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a $2.20- $5.40
$6.00

Per Car All n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Some n/a n/a $6.00- n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
$18.00

One n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Per Site* All n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Some $10.00- n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a $4.20- n/a n/a
$12.50 $12.00

One n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a $5.50- $16.50- n/a $10.75-
$11.00 $17.60 $86.50



TABLE 6:  CAMPING FEE STRUCTURES IN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS

Unit of charge: PS, per site; A, additional person; PP, per person; PV, per vehicle. Concession group:  C, children; F, families, E, educational
groups. N, non-profit groups. S, school groups. P, pensioners. *Except at Purnululu, Windjana Gorge and Leeuwin Naturaliste National Parks. 
† Except at Bundjalung National Park, Woody Head campground. ": yes; #: no

Camping fee collection
Camping fees may be paid at park visitor centres and to Rangers in all parks, and by self registration in all
parks except those under the administration of Parks Australia (Table 4).

Fee reviews
All Australian parks agencies review their fee structures periodically. Changing fees involves administrative
costs, e.g., in reprinting information materials, retraining staff, and in staff time responding to visitor
enquires and complaints. Western Australia, Northern Territory, South Australia, New South Wales and
Victoria review their fees annually. Queensland and the Australian Capital Territory review fees as necessary,
and Tasmania reviews approximately every three years. All agencies reviewed fee structures in July 2000
when the Australian Commonwealth Government introduced a Goods and Services Tax (GST). The GST
forced the parks agencies to incur administrative costs as above, so it was efficient for them to review base
fees at the same time. Fee reviews consider factors such as: cost of living adjustments; cost recovery;
comparison with other Australian parks agencies and private sector campgrounds; visitor demand; and
quality of visitor experience.

Revenue retention
Revenue collected from park entry, camping, and park pass fees may be retained either: by the generating
park, district, directorate or region; by the head office of the parks agency concerned; by the State or
Territory treasury, or in a trust fund. Some agencies may allocate money to a combination of the above
(Table 7).

TABLE 7:  RETENTION OF VISITOR FEES BY AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL PARKS AGENCIES

*RAM areas. † Traditional owners. ": yes; #: no.
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STRUCTURAL COMPONENT WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC TAS PA

Unit of Charge PS+A PP PV or PP PP PS PP PS+A PP PP or PS

Concession C,N F # C,E,F C C,N C,S C,S,P C

Variable Rate " " " # " " " " "
Uniform Application "* " " " "✝ " # # #

WA NT SA QLD NSW ACT VIC TAS PA

Park " # " " " " # # "
District/directorate region " # # " " # # # #
Head Office # # " # " # # " #
Treasury # " # # # # " # #
Trust # # " "* # # # # "✝
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Nature tourism within national parks and other protected areas is growing rapidly throughout Australia.
The sustainability of this growth relies upon maintaining the quality of the natural environment, which
visitors come to experience. Across the country, land managers are confronted with similar visitor
management issues, and these issues are equally relevant for tourism operators. 

At a national level, a new Ministerial Council (previously ANZECC) provides a coordinating mechanism
between national parks agencies; and the Ecotourism Association of Australia (EAA) provides one within
the nature tourism industry. To date there has been no formal national coordination between land
managers and the tourism industry. The newly established Tourism and Protected Area Forum (TAPAF) has
recently started to provide an informal forum for coordination.

To provide park agencies and tourism industry representatives with up to date information on the
management of nature-based tourism in Australian national parks, the Cooperative Research Centre for
Sustainable Tourism carried out a national review of the current management practices of national parks
agencies in relation to nature tourism, under the overall title 'Managing People in Australian Parks.'  Results
are described in a series of reports, covering aspects such as fees, permits, risk and asset management, and
visitor services.

This review includes national parks managed by Parks Australia, but does not include the operations of
other Commonwealth agencies such as the Wet Tropics Management Authority except in so far as these
occur jointly with State and Territory agencies. It covers only terrestrial national parks, not marine parks
such as the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. In general it includes only lands designated as national park;
i.e. IUCN Category 2 reserves. Other categories of protected areas are not included except where specified.

These reports do not aim to make best practice recommendations regarding park management practices.
Each park agency has its own special circumstances and political frameworks. The purpose of this project
is not to produce a single unified national approach. Rather, the aim is to provide accessible information
and reduce duplication of effort between park agencies, and to improve the consistency in approach for
tour operators. 

State-by-state data are presented in geographical sequence from west to east and north to south. No order
of priority or significance is implied.
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National parks agencies in all Australian States, Territories and the Commonwealth charge individual
visitors either entrance fees, camping fees, or both. This report summarises fee structures as of mid 2001.
It also examines how fees are set, collected and spent.

Fees for commercial operations such as tours, and for services such as educational activities, are described
in separate companion reports.

Information in this report was compiled as follows:

1. Literature search, including unpublished materials and reports such as those of the ANZECC Working
Group on National Park and Protected Area Management.

2. Contact with Commonwealth, State and Territory protected area management agencies via Directors
and Chief Executives and directly with nominated staff as listed in the Acknowledgements.

3. Compilation of data from all relevant sources including reports, internal agency documents and
personal communications.

4. Submission of draft report from each agency's materials to relevant staff of that agency only, to check
that the information included was accurate, up to date and reasonably comprehensive, and that no
confidential information had inadvertently been included.

5. Circulation of full draft report to all agencies to compare the level of detail provided and adjust if
required. Contact with all agencies to check that materials in  Appendices were cleared for public
distribution. Update as required to incorporate changes in agency practices, which occurred whilst the
report was being produced.

6. Circulation of revised drafts as required. Presentation of results to protected area management agencies
and tourism interests at Australian Academy of Science Fenner Conference on Nature Tourism and the
Environment, September 2001. Final updates to include new data provided in response to
presentations.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND METHODS
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2. ENTRY FEES

PASS TYPE PER VEHICLE* PER VEHICLE* MOTOR CYCLE BUS PASSENGER†
FULL CONCESSION

Any park, single day $9.00 $3.30 $3.30 $3.40

All parks, 4 weeks $22.50 n/a n/a n/a

Local park, annual pass $17.00 n/a n/a n/a

All parks, annual pass $51.00 n/a n/a n/a

Goldstar all parks annual pass $73.00 n/a n/a n/a
plus subscription to WACALM’s 
magazine Landscope

2.1 Western Australia

In Western Australia, 25 of a total of 67 national parks charge vehicle entrance fees. The standard fee is
$9.00 per day for cars with up to 8 legally seated people. The parks where fees are charged are those with
heaviest visitor traffic. Concessions on day entry passes are available for Seniors Card holders, Aged
Pensioners, and Veterans Affairs Card holders when the card holder is the driver of the vehicle. Students
undertaking coursework or other educational activities, and people with disabilities, are eligible for a
waiver of day entry fees, provided that written approval has been received prior to the visit. 

A range of annual park passes are available (Table 8). An annual All Parks Pass is available for $51.00. For
an additional $22, WACALM offers a 'Gold Star Pass' which includes a subscription to the WACALM
magazine 'Landscope', as well as access to all parks. An annual Local Park Pass is available for $17.00 to
people living near one, or several, national parks. A four week Holiday Pass entitling the holder to visit any
national park is also available for $22.50. Parks passes are not valid for entry to Monkey Mia Reserve in
Shark Bay or the Tree Top Walk in the Valley of the Giants. A daily visitor fee of $6.00 per adult applies to
these areas. See Appendix 1 for details of these and other site specific entrance fees in WA. 

TABLE 8:  PARK ENTRANCE FEES, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

n/a:  not applicable. * Up to 8 legally seated people. Any number of national parks can be visited on the same day for a single $3.30 fee, except
for Yanchep and Nambung National Parks; if visiting both these parks on the same day, a $3.30 fee must be paid at each park. Children under 6
are free. † A concession fee of $1.00 applies to Senior or Aged Pension card holders on organised private outings in buses (not commercial
tours) to these national parks. This concession also applies to various other organised groups.

2.2 Northern Territory

No fees are charged to enter national parks under the administration of PWCNT. Entrance fees are charged
for admission to Kakadu and Uluru National Parks, which are federally funded and jointly managed by
Parks Australia and their indigenous owners. Management of these parks is addressed in the Parks
Australia section of this report.

2.3 South Australia 

In contrast to most other protected area management agencies in Australia, many of the heavily-visited
protected areas in South Australia are designated as land tenure other than national parks. Examples
include Naracoorte Caves Conservation Park, Innamincka Regional Reserve and Granite Island Recreation
Park. These tenures are included in this report in addition to national parks. The various protected land
tenure types in SA are summarised in Appendix 1.

Daily entrance fees apply to a number of key national parks and reserves in South Australia and are charged
at $6.00 per car, per day for most parks (Table 9). A variety of annual park passes are available and ranging
from $55.00 to $170.00 per car (Table 10). A four week holiday pass is also available, for $18.00.
Concessions on both daily fees and annual park passes are available to pensioners. Concessions also apply
to renewal of the Annual Statewide Parks Pass. All annual park passes, except the Metropolitan Parks and
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PARKS INCLUDED CAR CAR MOTOR CYCLE MOTOR CYCLE
FULL CONCESSION FULL CONCESSION

Belair NP, Mount Remarkable NP, $6.00 $5.00 $3.50 $2.50
Innes NP, Lincoln NP, Coffin Bay
NP, Flinders Ranges NP, Para 
Wirra RP, Bool Lagoon GR and
Deep Creek CP

Gawler Ranges NP $7.00 n/a $7.00 n/a

Lake Eyre NP $10.00 n/a $10.00 n/a

Flinders Chase NP $13.00 n/a $6.50 n/a

Witjira NP $18.00 n/a $18.00 n/a

Innamincka RR $36.00 n/a $36.00 n/a

PASS TYPE PARKS INCLUDED CAR FULL CAR CONC. MOTORCYCLE FULL MOTORCYCLE CONC.

Metropolitan Parks Pass Belair NP, Para Wirra RP and $70.00 $55.00 $35.00 $28.00
Mount Lofty Summit

Yorke Parks Pass Innes NP $70.00 $55.00 $35.00 $28.00

Flinders Parks Pass Mount Remarkable NP and $70.00 $55.00 $35.00 $28.00
Flinders Ranges NP

Eyre Parks Pass Lincoln NP, including Memory $55.00 $41.00 $25.00 $19.00
Cove Wilderness Area and
Coffin Bay NP

Desert Parks Pass (DPP) Witjira NP, Lake Eyre NP, $80.00 n/a $80.00 n/a
Innamincka RR, Simpson Desert
CP and RR and Strzelecki RR

4 Week Holiday Parks Pass All parks included in Regional $18.00 $13.00 $18.00 $13.00
Passes as well as Flinders Chase
NP and Bool Lagoon GR.
Excludes Desert Parks Pass. 
Camping fees additional

Statewide Parks Pass All parks included in the $120.00 $90.00 $60.00 $45.00
(no DPP) Regional Passes, as well as 

Flinders Chase NP and Bool
Lagoon GR. Excludes Desert 
Parks.

Statewide Parks pass All parks included in Regional $170.00 $128.00 $85.00 $65.00
(inc DPP) Passes and Desert Parks Pass renewal renewal

as well as Flinders Chase NP $145.00 $108.00 $60.00 $45.00
and Bool Lagoon GR.

Kangaroo Island Parks Guided tours at Seal Bay, Kelly $28.00 per adult
Pass Hill Caves, Cape Borda and Cape $77.00 per family

Willoughby Lightstations, access  $22.00 per child or pensioner
to Seal Bay Boardwalk and entry 
to Flinders Chase NP

Island Parks Passes, include camping for up to five nights at a time without additional payment.
Information regarding the parks the bearer is entitled to visit is included in the purchase of the annual pass,
which is provided either as a windscreen sticker, or as an entitlement card in the case of the Islands Park
Pass. Details of daily entrance and annual pass fees are provided in Tables 9 and 10. 

TABLE 9:  DAILY PARK ENTRANCE FEES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

TABLE 10: PARK PASS FEES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA

n/a: not applicable. RP, Recreational Park. NP, National Park. GR, Game Reserve. CP, Conservation Park. RR, Regional Reserve. N.B. People
visiting the Desert Parks are required to purchase a Desert Parks Pass for entry. However, Lake Eyre day visitors can pay the $10 day entry fee
as an alternative. All passes are annual unless otherwise stated.

n/a: not applicable
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PARKS CAR

Bald Rock NP, Ben Boyd NP (south), Bents Basin State RA, Blue Mountains NP (Glenbrook), Boatharbour NR, $3.00
Boonoo Boonoo NP, Booti Booti NP, Border Ranges NP, Botany Bay NP (Kurnell), Bouddi NP, Bournda NP, 
Brisbane Water NP, Bundjalong NP, Bungonia State RA, Burragorang State RA, Cattai NP, Crowdy Bay NP, Garrigal NP, 
Georges River NP, Gibraltar Range NP, Hat Head NP, Kanangra Boyd NP, Kinchega NP, Lane Cove NP,  Limeburners 
Creek NR, Mebbin NP, Morton NP, (Bundanoon), Mungo NP, Munmorah State RA, Murramarang NP, Myall Lakes NP, 
Stuart NP, Thirlmere Lakes NP, Tyagarah NR, Victoria Park NR, Warrambungle NP, Washpool NP, Willandra NP, Yuraygir NP.

Morton NP (Fitzroy Falls), Kosciuszko NP (Yarrangobilly Caves), Sydney Harbour NP (Bradleys Head and North Head) $6.00

Budderoo NP (Minnamurra Rainforest Centre), Ku-ring-gai Chase NP, Royal NP $10.00

Kosciuszko NP $15.00

N.B. Passengers on buses are charged $6.60 per adult; $2.20 per child; pensioners free.

PASS TYPE PARKS INCLUDED CAR

Single Park Pass for any one park in country* NSW $20

Country Park Pass for all parks in country* NSW $40

Multi-Park Pass for all parks in NSW except Kosciuszko NP $60

All Parks Pass for ALL parks in NSW $80

Replacement Sticker $5

2.4 Queensland 

With the exception of Fort Lytton National Park, an historic fort, no entrance fees are levied on national
parks or other protected areas in Queensland. Access to some sensitive areas within parks, however, such
as the ruins of the penal settlement on St Helena Island National Park, is by paid guided tour only.

Some national parks are located within recreation areas declared and managed under the Recreation Areas
Management Act 1988. Under this Act, each vehicle that enters the Fraser Island or Moreton Island
Recreation Area requires a 'service permit', which costs $40 per month ($30 if purchased in advance), or
$150 per year. Holders of commercial activity permits are automatically exempted from the requirement to
obtain a service permit, and exemptions may be granted to other persons (such as residents), subject to
Recreation Areas Management Board policies.

2.5 New South Wales

Entrance fees apply to 44 of over 500 parks and reserves in NSW. Visitors may purchase an annual parks
pass, or pay day entrance fees for admittance into these parks. Charges are also levied on boat trailers and
transport via ski tube. Fees range from $3.00 - $15.00 per motor vehicle per day (Table 11). Pensioners
receive free entrance to parks if they are driving their own vehicles, or are accompanied by a carer. Annual
parks passes are charged per vehicle and range from $20-$80, with concessions of 20% offered to Seniors
Card holders (Table 12). 

TABLE 11:  DAILY PARK ENTRANCE FEES, NEW SOUTH WALES

TABLE 12:  ANNUAL PARK PASS FEES, NEW SOUTH WALES

* Single Park and Country Park passes are valid for parks outside the Sydney area (i.e. the area bounded by the Hawkesbury-Nepean River and
the Appin-Bulli Road). They are not valid for Kosciuszko National Park. NB:  Senior Card holders receive a 20% discount on the initial purchase
of an Annual Pass.

2.6 Australian Capital Territory

No fees are charged to enter Namadgi National Park, the only national park in the Australian Capital
Territory. In the ACT, entrance fees are only charged for entry to Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve. The fee is $8.50
per vehicle per day, including up to 8 people; or $11.00 for an annual pass. Seniors and Pension Card
holders are eligible for a concessional rate of $5.50 per vehicle per day, $7.70 for an annual pass. Further
detail is available in Appendix 1.
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NATIONAL PARK CAR MOTORCYCLE SMALL BUS LARGE BUS

Dandenong Ranges NP, weekends, $5.50 $1.70 $17.00 $26.00
public & school holidays only

Kinglake NP, Mason Falls area $5.50 $1.70 $17.00 $26.00

Wilson's Promontory NP $9.00 $2.30 $29.00 $54.00

Mount Buffalo  NP  
- when ski lifts not operating $9.00 $2.30 $29.00 $50.00

- when ski lifts operating $12.50 $2.30 $47.00 $71.00

Baw Baw NP,
Mt Gwinear Area (winter only)
- weekend $9.00 n/a $29.00 $41.00
- weekday $5.50 n/a $20.00 $27.00

Mornington Peninsula NP 
- Cape Schanck Sector $4.00 per day $4.00 per day $9.50 per day $9.50 per day

parking fee for vehicles parking fee for vehicles parking fee for vehicles parking fee for vehicles
<4m <4m >4m >4m

- Point Nepean Sector $6.80 per adult $6.80 per adult $6.80 per adult $6.80 per adult
$3.40 per concession* $3.40 per concession* $3.40 per concession* $3.40 per concession*
$17.00 per family $17.00 per family $17.00 per family

PASS TYPE DURATION UNIT COST

Mount Buffalo  NP Off-season bus pass 1 Oct - 30 June small bus $94.00
large bus $161.00

Wilson's Promontory NP five day pass per car $27.00

All Parks except Mornington Peninsula NP 1 July - 30 June per car $63.00*

Mornington Peninsula NP - Cape Schanck section 1 July - 30 June per car $30.00*

Mornington Peninsula NP - Point Nepean section 1 July - 30 June per person $54.40*
per family $136.00*

2.7 Victoria

Only eight national parks in Victoria charge entrance fees (Table 13). These parks are subject to intensive
visitor use, generally in developed settings, so that collection of fees and charges is feasible and cost-
effective. Entrance fees vary between parks, and range from $5.50 - $12.50 per car. Concessions are
available in some locations for Seniors, Pensioners, Veterans Affairs, Health Care and Student Card holders.
An Annual Parks Pass entitling the holder to access all Victorian national parks except the Cape Schanck
and Point Nepean sectors of the Mornington Peninsula is available for $63.00 per car (Table 14). See
Appendix 1 for further details.

TABLE 13:  DAILY PARK ENTRANCE FEES, VICTORIA

n/a:  not applicable. * Children under five - free.

TABLE 14:  PARK PASS FEES, VICTORIA

* Passes purchased after 1 February are charged at half price.

2.8 Tasmania

An entrance fee applies to all national parks in Tasmania and is uniform across the State (Table 15). Holiday
passes, valid for up to 2 months, and annual parks passes are available. Entrance fees and holiday passes
are levied either per vehicle or per person. Annual passes are levied per vehicle only. Vehicle rates apply to
a maximum occupancy of eight people. A 20% discount on annual park passes is available to holders of
a Seniors Card, Pensioner Concession Card or Health Care Card
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PARK PASSES PER PERSON (BIKE, BOAT, BUS OR FOOT) PER VEHICLE (8 PEOPLE)

Daily (24 hours) - single park $3.30 $9.90

Holiday (2 months) - all parks $13.20 $33.00

Annual pass, single park n/a $19.80*
Annual pass, all parks $46.20*

PASS TYPE DURATION UNIT COST

Uluru - Kata Tjuta NP three day pass per person $16.25

Kakadu NP 14 day pass per person $16.25

Uluru - Kata Tjuta & Kakadu NP annual pass* per person $65.00

Booderee NP seven day pass per vehicle $5.40

TABLE 15: PARK ENTRANCE FEES, TASMANIA

n/a:  not applicable;.* 20% discount for Seniors, Pensioner Concession and Health Care card holders for Annual Pass only.

2.9 Parks Australia

Of the six national parks managed by Parks Australia, Kakadu, Uluru - Kata Tjuta and Booderee National
Parks charge entrance fees (Table 16). 

An entry fee of $5.40 per car with up to five occupants applies to all vehicles entering Booderee National
Park. The entry pass is valid for seven days. No concessions apply.

A 14-day entrance pass costing $16.25 must be purchased by all people over 16 years wishing to enter
Kakadu National Park. Children under 16 are free. No other concessions apply. 

A three-day entrance pass also costing $16.25 must be purchased by all people over 16 years wishing to
enter Uluru - Kata Tjuta National Park. As for Kakadu National Park, children under 16 are free. Residents
of the nearby resorts can purchase a 6 month pass for $21.65. No other concessions apply.

NT residents (i.e. NT registered cars) may also purchase an annual pass for $65 which entitles the bearer
to visit both Uluru - Kata Tjuta and Kakadu National Parks. 

TABLE 16:  ENTRANCE FEES, PARKS AUSTRALIA 

* available to NT residents only
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3. CAMPING FEES

LEVEL OF FACILITIES PER SITE PER NIGHT EACH ADDITIONAL CHILD 
(1-2 PEOPLE) PERSON UNDER 16

Without facilities or  basic facilities only $10.00 $5.50 $2.00

With facilities, ablutions, showers; 
includes caravans without electricity $12.50 $5.50 $2.00

CAMPING AREA PER PERSON (INCLUDING FIRE WOOD) CHILD 

Purnululu (Bungle Bungle) and Windjana Gorge NP's $9.00 $2.00

Leeuwin Naturaliste NP $6.00 $2.00

LEVEL OF FACILITIES PER FAMILY* PER ADULT PER CHILD

Moderate services $15.40 $6.60 $3.30

Basic services $7.70 $3.30 $1.65

School or bush camping $7.70 $3.30 $1.65

3.1 Western Australia

Camping fees in Western Australia are levied according to the facilities provided: either (a) basic; or (b) with
ablutions, showers, and caravans (without electricity). Camping fees are $10.00 per site for basic facilities,
and $12.50 for sites with ablutions and showers (Table 17). The per site fee covers 1-2 people, with an
extra charge levied for each additional person. Concession rates apply to children under 16 years of age.
Visitors paying camping fees need only pay visitor entrance fees on the first day of the visit. At Purnululu,
Windjana and Leeuwin Naturaliste National Parks, fees are charged per person (Table 18). Concessions are
available for groups involved in various social welfare programs. Approval for these concessions must be
sought from the Park Policy and Tourism Branch prior to arrival. Camping fees are payable from the first
night of the stay. 

TABLE 17:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

TABLE 18:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, WESTERN AUSTRALIA: PURNULULU, WINDJANA GORGE AND LEEUWIN NATURALISTE
NATIONAL PARKS

3.2 Northern Territory 

Camping fees apply to all national parks under the management of the PWCNT, and depend upon the level
of facilities provided. Fees are levied in three categories: moderate services, basic services, and school or
bush camping (Table 19). Family rates also apply. 

TABLE 19:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, NORTHERN TERRITORY 

*Family is defined as 2 adults and up to 4 children.

3.3 South Australia

Camping fees are determined by the level of facilities provided by the park. There are three categories of
campground: Category A, developed or remote; Category B, intermediate; and Category C, minimum
facilities. Category A campgrounds provide water, showers, toilets, barbecues, rubbish collection and
disposal, and may provide a kiosk, power or a laundry. Camping areas that have significant wilderness
qualities, restricted access and are remotely located are also rated as Category A. Category B campgrounds
(intermediate facilities) include water, toilets, barbecues, rubbish collection and disposal, and may have
showers. Category C (no or minimal facilities) refers to bush camping or sites with toilets only. Camping
fees are levied per vehicle per day and range from $6.00 per car for no or minimal facilities to $18.00 for
developed sites (Table 20). In some parks, a reduced rate, usually $3.50 per person per night, is applicable
to campers without vehicles.
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LEVEL OF FACILITIES PARKS INCLUDED CAR MOTORCYCLE NO VEHICLE

Category A. Sites with water, Naracoorte Caves CP; $18.00 $10.00 $5.00
showers, toilets, barbecues, Innes NP, Casuarina; Lincoln NP, 
rubbish collection and disposal, Memory Cove; Witjira NP,
and in some cases power, kiosk, Dalhousie Springs; Lake Eyre NP,
&/or laundry; or restricted access Innamincka Zone; Coongie Lakes.
and quality desert location

Category B. Sites with: water, Mount Remarkable NP, $15.00 $7.00 $3.50
toilets, barbecues, rubbish Innes NP, Pondalowie Bay;
collection and disposal; Deep Creek NP; Flinders Chase NP,
some with showers Rocky River; Bool Lagoon GR;

Hacks Lagoon CP. 

Category C. Bush camping with All other parks $6.00 $3.50 $3.50
no or minimal facilities.

LEVEL OF FACILITIES ADULT (16+ YEARS) CHILD (5-15 YEARS)

1 $3.00 $2.00

2 $5.00 $3.00

3 $7.50 $4.00

4 $9.00 $4.50

TABLE 20:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

3.4 Queensland 

A camping permit is required for camping in any Queensland national park or recreation area. Camping
permit fees are uniform for all sites in all national parks and recreation areas. A fee of $3.85 per person
per night applies to all people over five years old. A family rate of $15.40 is also available. A reduced fee
of $2.20 per person per night is available for people taking part in an approved educational activity. 

3.5 New South Wales

Camping fees in NSW are levied per person and fall into four levels depending upon the facilities, setting
and experience offered (Table 21). Some parks change categories according to the season of stay. For
example, a park may be categorised as Level 3 in peak seasons, but may be reduced to Level 2 in off-peak
seasons. Some camping areas are free. If camping is undertaken in a park where vehicle entrance fees
apply then these are levied in addition to camping fees for the duration of the stay.

TABLE 21:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, NEW SOUTH WALES 

N.B. Daily fees are charged on each campsite, for two people at Woody Head (Bundjalung NP). Extra people are charged $2.20 each. Daily fees
are: $11.00 per site out of school holidays; $13.20 per site from July to September;  and $14.30 per site at Christmas and Easter.

3.6 Australian Capital Territory

Camping fees in the four campgrounds in Namadgi National Park are levied per person according to the
level of facilities provided. There are three levels of facilities ranging from 'modern' ($5.50 per person per
night), 'semi-modern' ($3.30 per person per night) to 'semi-primitive' ($2.50 per person per night) (Table
22). The same charge per person applies for the second person, and an additional but discounted rate
applies for each subsequent person. A discounted flat rate of $2.20 per person per night is offered for
community and non-profit groups, and children under 4 years are free. A maximum of six people per site
applies at Orroral Valley and Mt Clear Campgrounds, and there is no provision for organised groups at
these sites. 
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CAMP SITE PER PERSON FEES PER SITE EACH ADDITIONAL SOLO
(2 PEOPLE) PERSON PER SITE CAMPERS

Community groups 
(all areas) $2.20 n/a n/a n/a

Gudgenby/
Old Boboyan Road (modern) n/a $11.00 $2.20 $5.50

Orroral Valley & Honeysuckle 
(semi-modern) n/a $6.60 $2.20 $3.30

Mt Clear
(semi-primitive) n/a $5.50 $2.20 $2.50

TIDAL RIVER & PARK PEAK PERIOD* PEAK PERIOD OFF PEAK RATES OFF PEAK
ENTRANCE TRANSIT CAMP RATES PER NIGHT RATES 7 NIGHTS PER NIGHT RATES 7 NIGHTS

Up to 3 persons $17.60 $123.50 $14.30 $85.80

Each extra adult $3.80 $27.00 $3.80 $23.10

Each extra child (5 -15 yrs) $1.90 $13.40 $1.90 $11.50

Additional vehicle per site $5.50 $38.20 $5.50 $32.70

School groups $2.80 per person

Outstation camping trip $4.90 per person

UNIT OF CHARGE PEAK RATES* OFF PEAK RATES AND MT BUFFULO
SCHOOL GROUPS (WINTER)

Per site per night† $16.50 $12.00 Catani $5.50
(up to 4 persons) (up to 6 persons)

Additional vehicle per site per night $ 4.50 $ 4.50 N/A

Per person Each extra person Remote camping Saltlick Plain $3.50 
$3.50 per person $3.50 Mt McLeod  $3.50 

TABLE 22:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, ACT:  NAMADGI NATIONAL PARK  

n/a:  not applicable

3.7 Victoria

Camping fees in Victoria vary across the State. National parks belong to one of five pricing levels,
determined for each park based on visitor density, size and location. Camping fees are typically levied per
site with a maximum site capacity of 3 to 6 people. Different rates apply to peak and off peak periods.
These are defined differently for each national park or group of parks, but typically include a subset of the
following dates: the Melbourne Cup weekend; Easter; September school holidays; April school holidays;
Christmas holidays (third Friday in December to first Sunday in February); and the Labour day long
weekend. Camping fees per site range from $4.20 - $18.00 (Tables 23 - 27). Built accommodation is also
available at Wilson's Promontory and Lower Glenelg National Park.

TABLE 23:  PARK CAMPING FEES, VICTORIA: WILSON'S PROMONTORY NATIONAL PARK 

Peak periods for camping at Wilsons Promontory are Melbourne Cup weekend to the last Sunday in April inclusive, and September School
Holidays.

TABLE 24:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, VICTORIA: MT. BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK 

* Peak periods for camping are i) Third Friday in December to first Sunday in February inclusive; ii) Labour Day long weekend; iii) April School
Holidays; iv) Melbourne Cup weekend, and; v) Easter. †Maximum number of persons per site is 6.
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PARKS FEE PER SITE PER NIGHT* ADDITIONAL VEHICLE PER SITE PER NIGHT

Croajingalong NP, Wingan Inlet and 
Shipwreck Creek; Lower Glenelg NP; 
Snowy River NP,  McKilloy Bridge; 
Mt Eccles NP; The Lakes NP
- peak rates† $12.00 $12.00
- off-peak $8.80 $4.50

Little Desert NP; Wyperfield
NP; Kinglake NP; Brisbane Ranges NP; 
The Grampians NP; Lake Eildon NP, 
Jerusalum Creek and Mountaineer Inlet; 
Otway NP; Hattah-Kulkyn NP $10.20 $4.40

Otway NP, Parks Hill and Point Franklin $4.20 -

CAMPING AREA ADULT PENSIONER CHILD FAMILY SCHOOL GROUP COACH GROUP

Narawntapu NP $4.40 $3.50 $2.20 $11.00 $1.65 $3.30

Central Plateau NP
-Dago Point, Silver Plains, $3.30 $1.65 $1.65 $8.25 n/a n/a
Pumphouse Bay
-Jonah Bay $2.20 $1.10 $1.10 $5.50 n/a n/a

Freycinet NP $5.50 $4.40 $2.75 $13.75 $2.20 $4.40

Lake St Clair NP $6.00 n/a $5.00 n/a n/a n/a

Mt Field NP $5.50 $4.40 $3.85 $14.30 Negotiable Negotiable

Tasman NP
- Lime Bay Nature Reserve $3.30 n/a $1.60 $8.25 $1.10 $2.20
- Fortesque Bay $5.50 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

TABLE 25: PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, VICTORIA: OTHER NATIONAL PARKS. 

* Up to 6 persons per site. † Peak periods for camping are: Third Friday in December to first Sunday in February inclusive; Labour Day long
weekend; April School Holidays; Melbourne Cup weekend; and  Easter. N.B. In Lower Glenelg National Park there is a $2.20 daily fee for canoe
camping (including school groups).

3.8 Tasmania 

Camping fees are levied according to the level of facilities provided (Table 26). Camping fees apply in
addition to park passes. Rough, bush and remote camp areas and huts are free as limited facilities are
provided at these sites. The types of camping facilities available vary from site to site and may include any
number of the following: tables, fire places, pit toilets, septic toilets, electric barbecues, hot showers by
arrangement, drinking water, and information huts. For unpowered sites, fees range from $2.20 - $6.00
per adult per night. Concessions apply for school and coach groups. Child, pensioner and family rates
generally also apply. A family is generally defined as 2 adults and 2 children. Children are considered as 6-
17, 6-16 or 4-14 years old, depending upon the park in question.

No camping fees apply to Cockle Creek or the Lake Pedder Area of South West National Park, French's
Farm and Encampment Cove in Maria Island National Park, or to Mt William, South Bruny, Douglas Aspley
and Franklin-Gordon Wild Rivers National Parks. Built accommodation is available in Cradle Mountain,
Maria Island and Mt Field National Parks. Further details of camping and accommodation fees in Tasmanian
national parks are provided in Appendix 1.

TABLE 26:  PARK CAMPING FEES PER NIGHT, TASMANIA

n/a:  not applicable. N.B. prices listed above are per night for unpowered sites. For some of the above parks, weekly rates apply and/or powered
sites are available.
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CAMPING AREA SITE SIZE MAX NO. PEOPLE PEAK OFF PEAK

Green Patch 3 x 3m + 1 car 5 $16.25 $14.00

3m x 4.5m tent site + 2 cars; or 
2.5 x 2.5m + 1 car; or
1 car + 1 4.5m caravan 6 $23.75 $19.50

3m x 4.5m tent site + 2 cars; or
2 cars + 2 4.5m caravans 10 $27.00 $21.50

3 x 4.5m tent site + 4 cars; or
4 cars + 4 caravans 20 $52.00 $41.00

Bristol Point 7 x 4.5m tents (95m2) 35 $86.50 $69.00

Cave Beach 1 tent 3m x 3m 5 $10.75 $8.65

3.9 Parks Australia 

Camping is prohibited in Uluru - Kata Tjuta, Christmas Island and Pulu Keeling National Parks. Kakadu
National Park has several campgrounds of which four are serviced. Camping in the unserviced
campgrounds is free. For camping in the serviced campgrounds a fee of $5.40 per person per night applies
for all people over 15 years of age. Camping is free for children under 15. Booderee National Park has three
camping areas. Different fees apply to each camping area (Table 27). Sites at Green Patch camping area
are classed into four size categories charged at different rates. Bristol Point camping area is suitable for
large reservations and Cave Beach camping area has limited amenities. 

TABLE 27:  PARK CAMPING FEES, PARKS AUSTRALIA:  BOODEREE NATIONAL PARK 



4.1 Western Australia

Parks passes are available from: offices of WACALM; WA Naturally; NatureBase Bookshop; over 40 local
tourist centres throughout WA; entry points to parks; or from rangers within parks. Entry points at some
parks are not staffed. In these circumstances, visitors are asked to complete a self-registration slip with their
details, enclose the appropriate fee in the envelope provided, and retain the 'tear off' receipt. Camping
fees are also paid by a combination of self-registration and ranger patrol.  

The estimated level of compliance by the general public to parks where a self-registration or 'honesty box'
fee collection system applies is around 50 - 70%. This varies from park to park, however, depending on
factors such as ranger presence, level of facilities provided and remoteness.

WACALM encourages the purchase of park passes as they have become a successful means of reducing
non-compliance to self-registration systems. Furthermore, compliance at parks where there are staffed
entry points is close to 100%. 

Rangers have the authority to issue an infringement notice and a $100 fine for non-payment of fees. Under
current policy, however, they do not issue these, preferring instead to use a warning/education system for
non-complying visitors. Under this system, a warning notice is placed on the windscreen of the car, asking
the visitor to pay before they leave the park, and briefly explaining why visitor fees are collected.

4.2 Northern Territory

Camping fees can be paid by self-registration systems, to a commercial contractor responsible for the
collection of camping fees, or to the ranger in charge (RIC). In Kakadu National Park, fees may be collected
by a contractor, and in these cases compliance is considered to be high (~100%). Compliance is lower
(<50%) at sites where self-registration is the only means of payment.

4.3 South Australia 

Daily entrance and camping fees are paid upon entry to the selected parks at either a ranger office, ticket
box or self-registration permit station. Park passes are available from NPWSA district offices, The
Environment Shop in Adelaide and other selected agencies. For most parks, the estimated level of
compliance to user pays fees is very high: up to 95% in some areas where self registration systems apply.
NPWSA prefers to address non-compliance by education rather than prosecution. However, under the
National Parks Regulations 1990 offenders may be issued an expiation notice for the sum of $150.00. 

4.4 Queensland

Service permits for vehicle entry to Fraser Island and Moreton Island Recreation Areas are issued from: the
Queensland Environmental Protection Agency's Naturally Queensland Information Centre, prior to visit;
various Queensland National Parks and Wildlife Service offices, prior to or during visit; and through
accredited agents such as some barge operators, prior to or en-route to visit. 

Camping permits are normally obtained from a specific QPWS office, e.g. at the park itself; or from QPWS
rangers visiting the site. In some cases permits are also available: on-site from self-registration stations; at
QEPA's Naturally Queensland Information Centre, prior to visit; and for some recreation areas, from
accredited agents such as barge operators, prior to or en-route to visit. 

Monitoring of permit compliance is carried out by rangers. Rangers may issue infringement notices to
people camping in protected areas without a permit. From 1997 - 2000, 76 infringement notices were
issued. However, a large number of people were advised of the need to obtain a camping permit and
warned that they could be penalised if they failed to comply. The current infringement notice penalty is
$50 in recreation areas and $60 in protected areas.
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4. FEE COLLECTION



4.5 New South Wales

Payment of daily entry fees is made through staffed visitor entry stations, and 'pay & display' or self
registration machines. For an initial purchase of an annual pass, the most common method of payment is
through staffed visitor entry stations or the National Parks Centre. Subsequent pass renewals are typically
paid by cheque or credit card. Levels of compliance to entry fees by visitors to NSW national parks varies
between regions. NSWNPWS recently extended park use fees. A major education program will be
undertaken before enforcement action is enacted. 

Payment of camping fees in NSW may be carried out by a number of methods including self registration
systems, full time patrol, and patrol by the RIC in the course of their duties. Non-compliance with camping
fees is most common where self-registration is the only form of payment available. 

4.6 Australian Capital Territory 

Payment of entrance fees at Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve must be made at the park visitor centre. Bookings
for camping in Namadgi National Park must be made in advance by phone or fax. Payment during working
hours may be made at the Namadgi Visitor Centre by cash, credit card or cheque. Self-registration facilities
are available for after hours payments. 

4.7 Victoria 

Daily entrance fees are payable at staffed entry points, visitor centres or by self-registration. Annual park
passes can be purchased from the Parks Victoria Visitor Information Centre by cash, cheque, credit card or
money order. 

Camping fees are typically paid on site, either by self-registration systems or ranger collection. At selected
campgrounds, advance-booking facilities are available. Where advance booking applies, all fees must be
paid in full prior to the date of arrival. Some parks assign campsites according to a ballot system, in which
a $25 non-refundable deposit fee is payable upon issue of a site. Methods of payments for advanced
bookings or ballot deposits vary between parks and range from cheque or money order, to credit card and
EFTPOS facilities. Cancellation fees apply. Non-compliance is most common at isolated camping sites in
parks, which do not levy entrance fees. Persons attempting to avoid payment are asked either to leave the
park or to provide payment. 

4.8 Tasmania 

Entrance fees and park passes are payable at entrance booths to national parks, Tasmanian Travel Centres,
Tasmanian Visitor centres, Service Tasmania outlets and on the Spirit of Tasmania (the ferry service between
Tasmania and the Australian mainland). Camping fees payments are most commonly made at national park
entry booths. Self-registration systems apply at unstaffed booths. 

4.9 Parks Australia 

Payments of daily entrance fees for Kakadu, Uluru - Kata Tjuta and Booderee National Parks are made at
ticket booths at the entrance to the parks. At Kakadu National Park payment may also be made at the
visitor centre. 

Kakadu National Park employs campground managers to administer the four serviced campgrounds in the
peak season (1 May - 31 October). Camping fees are collected by the campground managers during the
peak season. In the off peak season, two of the serviced campgrounds are closed and collection of fees
from the unserviced campgrounds occurs via ranger patrol. Payment can also be made at the visitor centre.
Camping fees at Booderee National Park are paid at the visitor centre.
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5.1 Western Australia 

WACALM is required by the WA Treasury to review fees and charges annually. Although fees and charges
are reviewed every year, increases usually only occur every three to five years, to reduce the costs of
updating information brochures, signs etc. The right to charge fees is set out in the Conservation & Land
Management Act 1984 (WA), and the National Parks Regulations, and all fees must be approved by the
Minister. Cost recovery and comparison with fees in other Australian park agencies is taken into account
when fees are set. WACALM does not recover the full costs of managing the parks from visitor fees,
however, as they recognise that there is a significant public benefit component involved in national park
management. 

5.2 Northern Territory

Camping fees are reviewed annually in the NT. The most recent increase occurred in July 2000, both as the
result of a review of fee structures, and in accordance with the implementation of the GST. Camping fees
are determined by market comparison with NT private sector campgrounds, and are approved by the Parks
and Wildlife Commission Board, NT.

5.3 South Australia

Entry and camping fees were last reviewed prior to implementation of the GST in July 2000. Fees are
reviewed annually. The ability to charge fees is outlined in Section 43C of the National Parks & Wildlife Act
1972. General visitor fees are approved by the Minister and set by the Director of NPWSA. The following
factors are taken into account in setting or increasing fees: CPI adjustments relevant to the date of the last
increase; assessment of the quality of the experience offered, and any improvements to the infrastructure
of facilities since the last increase; comparisons with intra/interstate sites that offer similar experiences and
facilities; and consideration of different market types, their price sensitivity, level of demand and
anticipated reactions to price changes. Advance notice (12-18 months) of fee increases is given to
commercial operators to allow them sufficient time to incorporate increases into their client fee structures. 

5.4 Queensland

There have been previous internal reviews considering the expansion of general visitor fees in Queensland,
including the introduction of entrance fees, but, the introduction of park entry fees is not consistent with
current Queensland Government policy. No reviews of entry or camping fees are currently taking place,
other than consideration of adjustment to keep pace with cost of living (CPI) increases. Entry and camping
fees are not based on any designated specific formula, but tend to reflect the original establishment level
plus approved adjustments over time, for example, to take account of inflation and the GST. Fees were
probably first established on the basis of a compromise between cost recovery and the amount considered
a reasonable price for services provided (i.e. provision of access, facilities, management infrastructure,
staffing and other visitor management costs). 

QPWS entrance and camping fees are generally priced well below cost recovery. QPWS have commented
that there are some indications that many visitors would be prepared to pay higher fees, but QPWS believe
this could change their visitor profile and have equity considerations. 

Camping permit fees for Queensland national parks were first introduced in 1988. Camping fees were
originally charged on a 'per site' basis, and varied according to the level of facilities provided. As mentioned
previously, they are now levied on a 'per person' basis and are uniform regardless of the level of facilities.
Camping fees are adjusted from time to time in accordance with cost of living increases (CPI), over the
relevant period, but have not necessarily been adjusted each year. However, a recent policy proposal may
mean that CPI adjustments will be made annually. Service permit fees and camping permit fees are set by
the Nature Conservation Regulation 1994, so changes to fees require changes in the regulation. 
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5.5 New South Wales

NSWNPWS has recently reviewed entrance and camping fees, with the aim of developing a consistent,
state-wide, user pays structure. The results of the review were implemented from 1 December 2000. 

The right to charge fees is set out in the National Parks & Wildlife Act 1974. The recent internal review has
provided the first cohesive rationale to determine the most appropriate entrance and camping fees for
NSW national parks. Fee structures were determined through the use of market comparisons with other
States and Territories. 

5.6 Australian Capital Territory

No review of fee structures is currently taking place. Camping fees last rose in July 2000, in accordance
with the implementation of the GST. Visitor fees are determined by market comparison with other
agencies, and adjusted annually in line with the CPI.

5.7 Victoria

Entrance and annual pass fees for national parks are reviewed every financial year. Camping fees are
adjusted annually, based on Department of Treasury and Finance guidelines, and delegated to the CEO of
Parks Victoria by the Minister. A review of all fees sought on all lands managed by Parks Victoria will be
completed by 2002.

All fees are set in accordance with the Department of Treasury and Finance guidelines. The fees levied
within individual parks are based on visitor density, size, location and by benchmarking other Australian
national park  agencies. The ability to charge fees is set out in the National Parks Act 1975. Fees are set
under the direction of the Parks Victoria Chief Executive and must be approved by the Minister under the
National Park (Fees and Charges) Regulations 1990. 

Entrance fees are used to offset some of the costs associated with providing services and facilities. Entrance
fees have traditionally been deemed applicable to parks that experience intensive visitor use and provide
substantial visitor facilities. 

Unlike other agencies, which consider the provision of entry to, and camping in, national parks to be part
of their community service obligations, Parks Victoria considers that the utilisation of such services is
discretionary (QPWS 2000). Therefore, the main objectives considered when setting entrance and camping
fees are full cost recovery and competitive neutrality (including an annual CPI increase). For 2000/2001 the
rate of increase is 2.5%. 

5.8 Tasmania

General visitor fees are reviewed approximately every 3 years when the CPI has risen enough to warrant
an increase of fees. The right to collect fees is set out in the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1970 and the
Crown Lands Act 1976. The current cost of park passes, and entrance and camping fees, is derived from
adjustments to the original fees in accordance with the CPI.

5.9 Parks Australia 

There is no set program for the review of fees. Fees are reviewed as deemed necessary. The costs of park
fees are generally based upon comparison with other park agencies, consideration of the views of the
traditional owners, and assessment of the quality of the visitor experience offered.
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6.1 Western Australia 

Revenue collected from park entry and camping fees and park passes may either be retained at the specific
park where it was raised, or shared with other parks in the same district. In either case, fees collected are
used for the development and maintenance of visitor facilities and park management. WACALM believe
that increased public awareness of this has been instrumental in facilitating public acceptance of visitor
fees.

6.2 Northern Territory

PWCNT informs the Northern Territory Government of the amount of revenue expected to be collected
from camping fees, and is allocated this amount from each annual budget. Actual revenue generated from
camping fees is therefore returned to the NT Treasury, except where a commercial contractor is employed
to collect the fees. In this case, the contractor retains the fees, and undertakes additional duties for the
PWCNT such as cleaning of amenities, and mowing of picnic areas etc.

6.3 South Australia

Fees contribute to the management of visitor facilities and services in the park they were generated from.
The General Reserves Trust, a Development Trust established under the National Parks and Wildlife Act
1972, was reconstituted in 1986 to allow park fees to provide for visitor services and facilities. The Trust
and NPWSA develop annual budgets to allow for the allocation of visitor fees to operating and investing
activities. No upper limit is placed on the retention of visitor fees by any one park or region.

6.4 Queensland 

Service permit fees and camping fees paid for use of recreation areas are retained in a separate fund as
required by the Recreation Area Management Act 1992, and can only be spent for recreation area
purposes such as the provision of facilities and services within recreation areas. In other protected areas,
revenue from camping fees, entry fees (charged only at Fort Lytton National Park), QPWS guided tour fees
and other sources are retained by the park in which they were generated. The operating budget for each
park, however, takes into account the estimated revenue expected to be collected. Therefore, parks need
to take in the estimated amount in order to achieve their allocated operating budgets. While no designated
upper limit applies to the retention of fees by any one park, if the revenue collected significantly exceeds
the estimate, the excess revenue may be removed to be spent elsewhere within that district, region or
elsewhere within the State.

6.5 New South Wales

For management purposes, NSWNPWS employs a system whereby parks are assigned to regional
directorates. All revenue raised from the collection of entrance fee day passes is retained by the generating
directorate for use within that region. For annual passes, 20% of revenue is retained by the generating
directorate, and 80% is redistributed across the state. Camping fees and retail sales are retained in full by
the generating park or directorate. There is no upper limit placed upon the amount of camping revenue
able to be retained by any one park or region. 

6.6 Australian Capital Territory

The camping fees collected from Namadgi National Park are retained by the park for use within it.

6.7 Victoria

All revenue collected from entrance and camping fees is transferred to the Parks Victoria revenue account
in Victorian consolidated revenue. Parks Victoria is set an annual revenue target, and any funds exceeding
this target may be retained by Parks Victoria and used on other park projects in the following financial year. 
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6.8 Tasmania

Revenue raised from entrance fees is retained by TPWS for expenditure on maintenance and improvement
of visitor services within national parks. Revenue is not retained directly by the generating park, but the
parks budget allocation process aims to return an equivalent is returned within a five year period. Some
parks are able to retain the camping fee revenues in excess of their target revenues.

6.9 Parks Australia 

25% of the revenue raised from entrance, camping, and park pass fees is retained by traditional owners
in Uluru - Kata Tjuta and Booderee National Parks. In Kakadu National Park where there are two traditional
owners, 38.8% of revenue is retained. The balance of revenue is kept by the generating park for
management purposes.
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Queensland, Department of Environment and Heritage, for ANZECC Benchmarking and Best Practice
Program, 1996. Visitation User Pays Revenue. ANZECC Working Group on National Parks and Protected
Area Management. 

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, for ANZECC Benchmarking and Best Practice Program, 2000.
Visitation User Pays Revenue (updated from a Report Originally Published in September 1996). ANZECC
Working Group on National Parks and Protected Area Management.
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