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Why does it matter?
Logan is a multicultural community experiencing 
significant population growth located between 
Brisbane and the Gold Coast in Queensland, 
Australia.In working with this community, our 
approach is to identify and build on the strengths 
that are already in place. 

Community asset mapping for the Logan local 
government area (LGA) aims to provide the 
data needed to describe the service system and 
community infrastructure (assets) available for 
children and young people aged 0–15 years. We 
considered assets to be the services, programs, 
activities, networks, coordination efforts, 

Community asset mapping explores the availability of and access 
to appropriate and timely services for children, young people, 
and their families. This snapshot describes the approach, initial 
findings, and learnings of our asset mapping in Logan.

Community asset mapping in Logan

organisations and community infrastructure (i.e. 
physical spaces that enable access) that directly 
contribute to outcomes for children and young 
people.

By mapping the assets available to children, young 
people and their families, we can visualise the 
current distribution of resources and identify gaps 
and densities across the community. This data 
will contribute to a shared understanding of the 
service system, inform evidence-based decision 
making, prioritisation and action. 
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What did we do? 
Working collaboratively with Victoria University, 
the Griffith University Pathways in Place team 
conducted community asset mapping to provide 
the evidence needed to describe the existing 
assets, explore the current state, test assumptions, 
and identify opportunities and priorities for action 
through co-creation with the community. 

We used the three-stage approach to asset 
mapping[1]: 1) planning; 2) data collection, storage, 
and coding; and 3) analysis. 

The Community Asset Mapping methods 
snapshot provides a more detailed overview of 
our approach. A detailed analysis exploring the 
distribution of assets will be available in early 2022.

What were our findings?
• �A total of 1,405 assets were identified. 

• �The proportion of total assets described as 
services, programs, or activities (50%) indicate a 
significant investment in this area.

• �The current service system response is stacked in 
favour of responses targeted towards vulnerable 
and at-risk cohorts (see Figure 1). 

• �The identification of network and coordination 
efforts indicates evidence of collaboration and 
cross-sector responses across the service system; 
however, these efforts appear time-limited and 
targeted to specific cohorts

• �Asset mapping identified a large number of 
assets aimed at ensuring children and young 
people meet their developmental milestones. 
The presence of these assets highlights several 
opportunities to build on existing strengths. 

• �Investment in early intervention and prevention 
appears limited outside of formal education.

• �Early analysis shows gaps in the current service 
system response, resulting in significant wait 
times and unmet needs. In addition, help-
seeking and referral pathways appear unclear 
and challenging to navigate.

• �Access criteria such as cost and eligibility were 
identified. This finding indicates that barriers 
exist when accessing timely and appropriate 
advice and support. 

• �Coordination and collaboration efforts are 
evident but appear to be focused on presenting 
issues, are time-limited, and do not operate at 
scale across the Logan LGA. 

• �Outside of formal schooling and early education 
and care, the service system for children and 
young people consists of discreet, time-limited, 
and ad-hoc support.

• �‘Like services’ operating under the same funding 
and operating models frequently use different 
naming conventions and language to describe 
their services. This adds to the complexity of 
navigating the service system, posing unique 
challenges for practitioners sourcing appropriate 
and timely referral pathways and likely 
proving almost impossible for the community 
to navigate, potentially resulting in poorer 
outcomes. 

Figure 1. Percentage of child, youth, and family services by type of 
support (excludes schools, general practice, and early education and 
care centres)
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Pathways in Place: Co-Creating  
Community Capabilities is an innovative 
program of research and action that 
supports flourishing of children and young 
people. This Program is jointly delivered by 
Victoria University (Victoria, Australia) and 
Griffith University (Queensland, Australia) 
with funding generously provided by the 
Paul Ramsay Foundation.  

The Program teams are each leading one  
of two complementary streams:

1.  �Early learning and development pathways 
(children and youth 0-15 y.o.), led by 
Griffith University in Logan (Queensland, 
Australia).

2.  ��Pathways through education to 
employment (youth 15-24 y.o.), led by 
Victoria University in Brimbank  
(Victoria, Australia). 

For more information contact  
the Pathways in Place team at:  

 pathwaysinplace@vu.edu.au   
 pathwaysinplace@griffith.edu.au  
 www.pathwaysinplace.com.au

LOGAN, 
QLD

BRIMBANK, 
VIC
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