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Abstract

Thisdoctoralprojectinvolvesa writtenethnographiaccountanda portfolio of movingimages.
It exploreswo permaculturaitesandtheir designn aneffort to weae nurturingrelationships
with(in)the environmenf{themorethanhumanrealms)n the Valleyof SaganéSicilyjtaly)and
theWombatForest(DjaaraCountry,\Victoria,Australia)

Followingthe environmentahumanitiescallfor newkindsof storiesthis study aims to
move beyond descriptiveaccountof existingrelations! intendit asan actof researching,
witnessingindmakingstorieso helpreviveour relationshipvith the world by enrichinguswith
newsocieecologicameaning$o cultivateour responsabilitieso the environment.

StayingiththeBioregionabubleoncernshinkingwith, livingwithandbecomingwith the
livelymeshworlof theland.Stayingvith thetroublealsomeanstayingvith troubledbioregional
placegesponsiblpavigatingrossspecieandcrosselementaielationsandrelationship$staying
with the trouble meanshumbly acceptingwe are living within lifedeathworlds and their
inextricabilitigsvherecareis entangleavith powerandmortalrelatedness.

Anthropocenatandgor anagen whichhumanactivityhascometo equabr evenexceed
the processeandeventf geologyandhumansattemps to exploitmorethanthumanworlds
havebecomea majorforcein the destructionThe Anthropocenas not justanecologicatrisis
but atangledvebof questiongoncerningultureandnaturegeologyandeconomyit is alsoa
crisisof cognitionandimaginationAs such thisresearclellsthe storyof the humanandmore
thanhuman journeysof the forms of dwelling, performance and becoming in the two
permaculturesites.The work is attentiveto the F X U U H Q WinedjGalRdwieriélationsand
social/environmentahjusticesandis inspiredby slow and sensoryethnographicinemawith
experimentahesthetics he projectaddressea hauntingethicepoliticaltask:how canwe live
with the O D @u@l; Morethanhumanmeshworlon ahumandamageglanet?

Moretharthumanis not a meresynonyntor the naturalworld; it is a perspectiveéhat
foregroundsa relationalview of the world, callingattentionto and prioritising relationsover
entitiesBy usingthetermmorethanthuman| considehowtangledsocial culturalandpolitical
networksareformedin relationto the morethanhumanprocessegventsaandforcesin thetwo
permacultursites.

The morethanhumanperspectives both an ethicepoliticalstanceanda methodology.
Venturingbeyondthe human my aimis to challengehe selfordainedigureof Anthroposand



displacet from its centralityln this sensethe projectis not so muchanthropocentri@asit is
geocentriggroundedn arelationaliewof thelivelyworld.

Thefilmworldsof the portfolio situatehe viewersensoriallyithinthe materialityf the
fieldworksitesandtheir specifichioregionslayingthe groundvork for the writtenethnographic
chaptersThrough ethnographic storieseek to reveal both the complexities and (im)possibilities
of the permaculture by narrating situated arts of Mheguidingquestionsn thisthesisarise
from, andaregroundedn, the encountersvith the livelymeshworlof the land.The following
troublingandlivelyethicepoliticalquestionsreconsiderediVhoinhabitshe landAVhatdoest
meanto carefor the land?Canwework to overcomebinarieof good/bad,invasive/welcomed
speciesklow is careentangledvith relationof powerandmortalrelatednesd?ow can wdive
with peststhat threatenour agriculturalogic?ls killing wellpossibl@ What doesit meanto
commonwelbn stolenland?Theseareuneasyndcomplexethicepoliticaltasksastheydemand
finding multispeciewaysvorldscanflourishin thefaceof divergentvorldmakingprojects.

Weavingelationshipsvith the livelymeshworlof the landthroughpermaculturés not
freeof its inherentfrictionsand misunderstandings the exercisef readinghe land.Rather
thanshortcoming®f the permaculturelwelling this comesfrom living in flourishinglifedeath
worlds,whereethicsstick closeto the groundand careis ambivalentand canbe chargedwith
violence.

Throughpermacultureye situateourselveamonghe multiplicityof morethanrhuman
otherswho call to usto respondin the designprocessThis is groundedin ongoinglively
correspondencsith morethanhumanrealmsandamongrelationalitieto beaddressedh turn
layinghegroundvorkfor novelresponseselationstesponseabilitiesandobligationgo thelively
meshwork.

Through such ongoing correspondencewith the lively meshwork of the land,
permaculturas an attemptat weavingnurturing relations These relations are charged with
inequalities of power and inextricabilibesnortal relatednesyet offer glimpsesf a mutual
correspondenceyensharedillianceswith the moretharthumanreaims.2 YHUD OO WKLV UH\
findings contribute to understanding permaculture design through dhanbreman

perspective.
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agrilogistics:

ORUWRQ GHILQtke tht@éthhiCaRand \paHnédvenvironment of/for the
Plantationocenehat is the turning of earthlyscapes for agricultural productivity. Agrilogistics
VWDQGYV IRU "D Y bdR@ HaitaN MapuGeHadgainstvQich Lthe notion of human
progress defines itself, domestication, agriculture, civiizdt@claiming that these systems
HILVW RXWVLGH RI RU RSSRVHG WR &NRBdOW2R16Qp] 1IBM.NOHG 1T
thistk HVLY , XQSDFNHG WKLV LQWR “"DJULGirBPlakationd@ede DJUL O

andthe very logistics of the dominant food system.

biome:

In usng WKH FRQFH S ¥eéeki uiierlihg the multispecies, elemental and human co
emerging relations and relationships in the particularities of the fieldwork sites, set with(in) the
wider bioregional relationsKk HQ UHIHUULQJ WR P\ ILHOGZRUN VLWHV D\
thought and practice of bioregionalism (Berg, 1978, 2013&Beagmann, 2014albeit

cautiously.

earthlyscapes:
6LPLODU WR "ODQGDLUZDWHUVFDSHp , RIWHQ ZULWH "HDU
Earth.

landairwaterscape:

The more simpléerP ~ O Dn@a@nduce imagery of the terrestfial the readeln usingthe
WHUP “0ODQ G D Ld¢eko WgHlighttReDeSrring together in the lively meshwork of the
land of multiple agencies, events and processes of the vaster physiology bf thes&#nis
termto describe the lively meshwork of what Ingold (2010) referthemesmthemworld.

lifedeath:

7TKURXJKRXW WKLV WKHVLY , RIWHQ GHSOR\ WKH WHUP "OL
to emphasisdoth the liveliness andeitricabilities of mortal relatedness (Haraway, 2013).
Flourishing worlds are lifedeath waridsere metabolic flows come with death and even violence

for the morethanhuman. The term lifedeaihslowly unpacked throughout the chapters in

relation to pdormances of care, respoasdities and ethics of flourishing.

land(scape):
, RIWHQ ZULW Ho e@ihg>iGe ¥rfd DeSdgnB&R WK WKH “~OD Qtaplisth®@ G "V FD S

Xiii



liveliness of the land and the inherent processes and® duamien ananoretharthuman? in

shaping the land. In other words, land(scape) is not mere scenery.

natureculture:

Following Haraway (200B)X VH ~ Q D W Xdthaieh@wW& antélpgical split between culture
and nature, human and mtranhumanin order to thik concomitantly about such enmeshed
processes.

mor¢harhuman:

7KH WHURhahKXPH Qp LV QRW D PHUH VI\QRQ\P IRU WKH QDV
foregrounds a perspective that calls for a relational view of the naturalcultural world. This
perspectie involves an ethigmlitical stance and consequent methodology, offering a more
JHRFHQWULF DQG UHODWLRQDO YLHZ RI WKH OLYHO\ ZRUOZC
when referring to parts of the world and worldirdn as different spes, and various conditions

of the weatheworld. | maintain a motkan KXPDQ SHUVSHFWLYH WKDW LV
perpetually changing set of social, symbolic, ontological, and material relations through which
historical actors human and nonhumdrare RFRQVWLWXWHGu 2-*RUPDQ *D
717).

Plantationocene:

I $SQWKURSRFHQH DV D WHUP LV DOUHDG\ ZHOO HVWDEOL\
and isaconcept explored in this thesis. Plantationocene refers to an hurapmfented and

organsed simplified ecologies of forests, pastures and farms designed as extractive and exploitative
forms of human and nonhuman labdbhat endanger multispecies liveabilRyt simply,
Plantationocene stands for the current domipadtgystem.

responrshkility:

| think-write about our abilities to respond with Haraway (208);onceives responsibility as
responsabilityj that is, the ability to respond to mtir@rthuman others. Resporetdlities
areethicopolitical responsealways situational and bioregional, and arising through becoming
with.

worlding:
Instead of thinking about the worldahumanronly centred way, Haraway (2016) writes about
"PXOWLVSHFLHV ZRUO G laiydyand8lreadyresahRmadrchBrhGman Keallms.

In referring to the cemerging events, processes and potentials of the lively meshwork of the
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land,luseWKH WHUP “ZRUO G L Qdgifedtive capatitigd\of tWdRwodtgré More

thanhuman agencies are viewed as fornthymeyand refrainStewart, 2012).
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| wanted to be a tree, but | am not a tree. | wanted to sing to the forest, but no one ever thoaight me
ZRUGV DQG , GRQ-W VXSSRVH WKH\ HYHU ZLOO [KddddiphexeH W KHU}
has known the words for centuries. | was born in those rootless suburbs and ghenhaeeca
rootless soul. | am not a tree. | am some kind of slinking animal in thethedge
| am aseed on the wind. | am wateam coming to the rocled the lip of the fall.
(Kingsnorth 2019p. 25)

I love it tree because e love me too.
E watching me same as you
tree e working with your body, my body;,
e working with us.
While you sleep e working.
Daylight, when you walking around, e work too.

Thattree, grasgthat all like our father.
Dirt, earth, | sleep with this earth.

Grass just like your brother.
In my blood in my arm this grass.

This dirt for us because we'll be dead,

we'll be going this earth.

This the story now.

(Neidjie, 1989,.4)
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Whenl startedmy pathin thefield of the environmentahumanitiesmanyquestions
arose Whichresearchools should IchooseHow do | write aboutcompostingshitin an
acceptablacademitashion™How do | compostwith?Wheredoesmyfood comefrom?Who
inhabitsthe landVhatfilm aestheticshould ladopt™ow do wecarefor the land?As an
earlycareeresearchexayfaringhroughmonoculturavorlds,uncannyonfusioraroseabout
how to navigatan a lessanthropocentriand more speculativevaythroughthe humanities.
Theanswer$o suchquestionsyhileoftenarousinghewonesstartedakingbioregionashapes
duringmyfieldworkin two permacultursitesywhere experience@mbodiednddocumented
themorethanhumanrelationsandjourneyswith(in)the specifidioregions.

The morethanhuman world, a term first coined by Abram to challenge the notion that
a dualism between nature and cuixistq1996), is not a mere synonym for the natural world.
Rather, it involves a perspective that foregrounds a relational veewarldhcalling attention
WR DQG SULRULWLVLQJ UHODWLRQV RYHU HQWLWLHV 2-*R

(2022), | have written that the expression-tharehuman

"GRHV QRW VDWLVI\ WKH ULFKQHVV R Oc@e Wewtdri@adsYtLQJ DQG QRQ C
creates them; it remains a phrase that begins with the human to epgplzerdtowever, we

value it (and utilize it) for its work of acknowledgment, which illuminates the non exceptionalism

RI KXPDQVp S

By adopting the mme-thanrhuman perspective, my aim is to reflect on the ways the
tangled socalulturalpolitical forms are shaped in relation to the dki@@rhuman forces
while taking into account the-paductive and lively relationships between society and nature
(BUDXQ &DVWUHH DQG 1DVK *LQQ *UHHQKRXJ!
2021; Whatmore, 2002, 2006). With this in mind, | am attentive to thinanbrenan
processes, events and actors, thereby resisting solely human agency in théotermagtrans
activities.

AnthropoceneNecroceneCapitalocenéNasteocend here are manynamesfor a
humandamageglanet.How arewe to live on andwith a damageglanet?This simpleyet
demandingoliticalandethicauestiorsparkedhisdoctoralproject.Thisprojectisgrounded
bioregionallyn theweathemvorldsof theValleyof SagangSicilyJtaly)andtheWombat-orest
(DjaaraCountry,Victoria, Australiathroughnonstrictly humanethnography,esultingin a
portfolio of movingimagesanda written ethnographi@accountThe research iaspiredby
newmaterialisthinkingwriting,attentiveio hingingpowerrelationsandsocial/environmental

injusticesof the currentepoch,inspiredby slow and sensoryethnographiacinemawith



experimentalesthetic3 heentireprojectaddresseshauntingethicepoliticaktaskandproject:
howto livewiththe O D Quil rvultispecieandelementaineshwork

Thetitle of thisdoctoralprojectis explanatonyStayingiththeBioregiongloubl&taying
with the trouble is about thinkingwith, livingwith and becomingwith multispeciesand
elementaineshworlof earthlyscapeStayingvith the troublecanalsobe readasstayingvith
troubledbioregionalplaces navigatinghrough crossspeciesand crosselementatelations,
relationshipsand responsabilities. This project is both an ethnographyand a creative
filmmakingpracticeembodiedn two ethnographichaptersanda portfolio of movingimages.
As such,it is intendedasan act of storyingand storytellindiumanand morethanhuman
journeyof bioregionaformsof dwellingperformanceandbecomingsWith thetitle of this
initialchapter,’On GhostsandMonstergyl situatenyresearcamonghecharacterggencies
and(hi)storie®f the Anthropocenehatchallengéhe constructeddeaof (hu)marthroughthe
hauntedandscapesf anthropocentric/anthropogerfaebleof Progress.

1.1WehaveevdreeAnthropoblorscspecial.

With(in)the ( D U ViiKtispecieandelementaineshworkintimatelytangledhroughthestory
of evolutionhumanityhasreachedhepointof decisivelgltering( D U dlitkaticsystems he
recentl2,008yearhistoryof climaticstabilitythroughthe Holoceneperiodthat enabledhe
riseof agriculturenddomesticatiorthegrowthof citiesnumerougechnologicakevolutions
andtheemergencef modernityis nowover(Davies2016 McNeillandEngelke2016).
Humanactivityhasbeengeologicallyecentyet profoundlyinfluentialon the global
environmentT heoverallmagnitudevarietyandlongevityof humaninducedchanges both
landwaterscapgeansformationsndthe atmosphereV F R P S Rasledid tRe@uggestion
that humansno longerlive in the Holoceneepochbut insteadwithin the Anthropocene.
Populaged by Crutzen(200§, Anthropocenegepresentanagein whichhumanactivityhas
equadedandevenexceeddthe processeandeventf geologyandhumansexploiaition of
morethanhumanworldshas becomehe majorforcein its destruction.
Anthropoceneanbe readthus anepochof risingtemperatureandsealevelssixth
massxtinctioneventsacidificatiorof oceansthe burdenof toxic wastesandtheirenduring
legacymassiveargescalemodificationgn planetaryminingandrunawayclimatechangeto
namea few. Thesearemultiple humanmade slow violencesnflicted upon the humanand
morethanhumanbodiesof thelargerodyof Earth,ferocitieghatoccur ‘graduallyandout

of sightaviolenceof delayediestructiorthatis dispersedcrossimeandspaceanattritional



violencdhatistypicallynot viewedasviolenceat D @Nixpn, 2011 p.2). These violences have
become rapidlgestructivehroughthe lasttwo centurief industriakation and economic
growthderivedfrom anaggressivgoliticaleconomybasedn the exploitatiorof fossilfuels.
The21stcenturywill beatimeof ~ D E UaXdBLW U H Y Hitgretloksd tHeEarth(Barnosky
et al, 2012 p. 52), manifestlyaffectingits functioningand breachinghe boundariesvhile
eliminatinga “ V DopEratingspacdor K X P D QRodk$uoetal, 2009 p.472).

It is worth statingfrom the outsetthat! amwritingaboutthis epochin dialoguewith
thosewhodo not conflatéhetermAnthropocenavith aflattenedcandhomogenoubumanity.
In other words, not every Anthropos is equally responsiblefor contributing to the
$ Q W K U R 3ielfipte@adingssebnportantdifferencesn humanpopulationsexistacross
the planetin termsof both theirresponsibilityandvulnerabilityin the faceof derivedslow
violencegCuom@ 2011 Di Chirg 2017).

Thehumaninthe $ Q W K U R SliRdeiHsgstpregented Leassicalliznlightenment
humanisfashionasa singleentityand D J H @&kfidge 2016 p. xv). Thus,a problemwith
namingthe currentepochthe Anthropocenas that it naturakes K X P D Qrhp&lctox the
( D U 8yBtemby spreadinghe responsibilitpverall of us therebyorgettingthe socialand
environmentainjusticeshat somepartsof humanitysuffer more than others.The useof
Anthropoceneas an allencompassingerm camot distinguish betweethe different
vulnerabilitie®f specificgroupsof peoplewho arealreadydealingwith the anthremessin
addition,asAdamson(2017)clarifiesfor us,we haveneverbeenAnthropos therehasnever
beena momentwhenthe humanspeciessa unifiedwholedeliberatelpptedfor a political
economybasedn fossilfuelsandexertedhe anthreauthorityoverthe destinieof (DUWK -V
system®8Boundedvith morethanhumanworldsandworldingspur bodiedranscorporeand
crisscrossinmorethanrhumanenvironmentsye arealwayandalreadyoretharthuman.n
thatsensewe haveneverbeensolelyAnthropos

Necessargistinctionanustbe madebetweerspecificgroupsthe rich andthe poor,
the pollutersandthe polluted,andthe privilegedandthe oppressedOnly a smallportion of
humanitywith specifigpoliticalandeconomicoviews has dominatedhe globalscenewith its
carbonbasedagendaincethe GreatAcceleratiorfBonneuil 2016) As Cohen(2016)makes
clearamonghe $ Q W K U R $aRds¢heE QaiMhe humansareallottedanequakhareof
K X P D @pL26) s suchthecurrentepochisreadoy mewith both sociaandenvironmental
justiceperspectivem mind, unveilinghow it unevenlystratifiesn (D U \Wuhaviandmore
thanhumanbodies.



With thisin mind,asDibley(2012)powerfullydescribeghe Anthropocenetandgor
" Wildingof thehumaninto theair,into theseathe V R (pQ30) thusinscribingourselves
slowlyyetviolentlyandpervasivelasgeologicaracesPositingourselveasageologicaborce
able to inscribeits tracesin (D U Wima&h and morethanhuman bodies, the term
Anthropocendorcesustowardsanewkind of historicityasthe previouddistinctionbetween
naturalandhumanhistoryis blurred(Chakrabarfy2009) Of course,( D U Wdandgeology
havealwaybeenenmeshedret,aslovino (2017writes ~ | RRgfirsttimeinthe H D LhistétyV
social practices(techneindustrial processesmilitary challengesof Machtpolitikuse and
consumptiorhabits,economic | O X [ KpV3]5b)are becomingnscribedinto the geological
strata,directlyimpactingthe operationakafespaceThe inscriptionis dow yet violentand
pervasive.

The gowingpopularityof the term Anthropocenesignalsanimportantturn in how
we arecomingto understanaur relationshipvith morethanthumanrealmsAlthoughthe
Anthropocenas becausef us multipleenmeshegrocessemustbe acknowledgedyith a
fuzzyboundarybetweerhumanand nature,and cultureandecospheriprocessed hus,we
canno longerimagine” K X P D QaQddutifeasdistinctlyseparatérom nature matter,and
ZR U O G (NEei@ahieYgl, 2015 p.68).This contextsuggestthe needfor a morecritical
reflectionon the stateof our environmenton humansubjectivityand actions,but most
importantlyon = W Kihtktticablentanglemerdandhow to thenresearchw K(N¥imanis et
al.,2015, p. 68Thus,in the Anthropocenethe notion of purenaturehasbeenreplacedy
morethanhumanworldsandworldingsentangledvith andinextricablérom humanones.

In challengintghisontologicasplitbetweercultureandnature humanandmorethan
human,we can think about this enmeshedorocessas ‘naturecultureg This term was
introducedby Haraway(2003)to graspthe enmeshednoretharthuman processesvhile
elucidatingrresh waysof thinking about agencypower, ontology and epistemologyT he
Anthropocenexistdecauskus but | amthinking writingheretogethemwith newmaterialist
thinkersaboutthe agencyf matterwherewhatusedto be definedasnature " D Fikevacts,
andevenintra-actswithin,through,andaroundhumanbodiesand S U D F {\Alaifb 206 p.
1).

AsHaraway2015yemindsaus the ‘greatesplanetaryerraformergandreformerspf
allhavebeenandstill arebacteriandtheir N L @.[159) WehaveneverbeensolelyAnthropos.
Nor sospecialln thisblurredvein,weoughtto takeaninvitationof ~ W iKéldingof human
and geologic « as a provocationto continuallyquestionhowworlds are constitutedin

entanglementhat arealwaysnultiagenticalwaysnorethan K X P D\@pDooren 2016 p.



208).Whileabandoninghe universafigureof Man we cannotleavethe multiplesocialand
environmentahjusticestplay.Weshouldkeepconstanthasking whichumanractivitiesyhich
modesof organizationareimplicatedn contemporaryrocessesf escalatingnvironmental
F K D QuakDooren 2019 p.118).

1.2Ecomoderrigdileora Good\nthropocene.

In the disputeoverwha@andwhiclprocesseareprimarilyresponsibléyloore(20152016)does
not point towardgshe steanengine®f the IndustrialRevolutionatomicbombingsor simply
the unifyingfigureof the Anthropos.InsteadMoore pointsin a differentdirection towards
the geologicakraof capitalismthe ‘Capitaloceng asthe wayof organging the relations
betweerhumanityand nonhumamature.For Moore,the Anthropoceneconceptdenieshe
morethanhumanviolencesndinequalitiegflictedby capitalismrandthe Ageof Capital.

It is theworldviewof capitalistlevelopmentyot the biologicaindefiniteAnthropos
thathasshapedhe planetandappropriatemoretharthumanworlds(nature}o its ownends.
Capitalocensgtandgora " P X O W Lagsemibidgelorid-ecologycapitalpowerand Q D W X U H p
(Moore 2016 p.xi) withitslogicandlogisticdbasedn extractivismandfossilfueldependency.

& D S L W D logrchadifitsaxe exhaustingts strategyfor the wider web of life; that is
cheapeninghe lives and laboursof both humanand nonhumanrealms,ntendedas the
work/energyandbiophysicalitility producedvith minimallabourpower(Moore 2015).

Following & D S L W DidllRtlehb@hithe D U WWoKie¥Armiero(20172021)nvites
usto lookbeyondhegeospheranddirectlyinto theorganosphere D S L W Dtexie $treités H -V
couldbe readin humanandmoretharthumanbodiesjnscribednto the genetianemoryln
readingsuchstratigraphiesf powerandtoxicity,Armiero (2017, 202#)scoversnorethan
AnthropoceneaWasteocen#heAgeof WasteDrawingon 0 R R Y201%, 201@gapitalocenic
relationsArmiero(20172021)argueshatthe necrocapitalistastingelationshipsnscribing
toxicallyinto the Z R U @uenavi and morethanhuman bodies,come with a hegemonic
narrativehatobscureghecontaminationandthosewhotry to spealagainsit. Thisargument
further highlightsissuef environmentaandsocial(in)justiceWasteocenasa featureof
Capitaloceng@ointstowardghe contaminatingiolenceof capitalisnandits permanencand
accumulationn the (D U Wdtlieg.Suchviolenceshouldbe termedthe ‘Necrocengl as
McBrien(2016)ividlydescribethe & D S L W DabiRyEa-tehtihudusly L Q Yhevigakpses
uponwhichto | H D (y.\034).The term ‘Necrocengihighlightsthe & D S L W DabiRyd Q H -V



slowlyviolentlyandpervasivelgxtractmorethanhumanandhumanresources/labouwhile
toxifying ( D U Wdfettianhumanandhumanbodiesanddevouringlllife.

AnthropoceneCapitalocen&Vasteocen@&lecroceneAlthoughall thesetermstry to
assignresponsibilitythey risk sliding againinto mere branding.Such novel and vivid
terminologymay help to disclosethe multiple socialand environmentalnjusticesof the
Capitaloc&) Hhedropoliticshut justnamingwill not transformthevictims as * Devolutionary
subjectannotbecreatedgimplyby Q D P L(Arthierq 2017 p.348).

By highlighting the powerful agencyof the Anthropos, the concept of the
Anthropocenegeneratesiew proposalsand narrativesof masterfulfablesto the multiple
troublesof the currentepoch.Regarthg such grandioseechnasolutions,Anshem and
Hanssor{2014)write:

Whenthe continuatiornof modernindustrialsocietycanno longerconvincinglyjbe guaranteetly
moderntechnologiefackedy objectivenaturakcientifidruth claimgshatpromiseabetterworld,
apostmoderrsetof technologiegeoengineeringnterthe stagesasubstitutein accordanceith
the explicitconvictionthat thereis no alternativeThe real purposeof thesenew postmodern
technologicadolutionsis to saveboth the climateandthe modernprojectfrom humaninflicted
destruction,and thereby,without promisinga better world, uphold unsustainablend self
destructivesocietastructuresndwaysof life, whenthesearedeemednescapablép. 117)
Such technoeoptimist geoengineeringixes, underpinned by unquestionablefaith in
technologicaglrogressarepresentelyecomodernisis theircallfor a ‘GoodAnthropocengt
(Fremaux2019 Hamilton2016) The authors oAn Ecomodermtnifestorite ~ Ds¢holars,
scientists,campaignersand citizens,we write with the conviction that knowledgeand
technologyappliedvithwisdommightallowfor agood,orevengreat,$ Q W K U R $4Rd&FH Q H p
Adjaeet al, 2015 p. 6). They arefervid proponentf a cosmopolitanhighlytechnological
futurefull of socialandpoliticalfreedomswitha “ Y D \Mfgr@/edmateriaiveltbeing public
health, resourceproductivity, economicintegration,sharedinfrastructure,and personal
| UHH GARdfyAdjaeetal, 2015 p. 28) whichis apparentlyll possibleanddesirablen an
ecologicallthrivingplanetTheauthorof themanifest@reassociatedith TheBreakthrough
Institute whosemissions = Q H R OcbfsertaiioQuidedby economicationalityandhuman
centeredP D Q D J H YCdDapdetdIP2A015 p.323).

The shortcoming®f ecomodernismareclearlyrevealedn the countermanifestoA
CalltoLookPasAn Ecomodermnifestd: DegrowtBritiqugCaradonnatal, 2015)andmy
critiquealigrs with theirsTheecomodernistail to identifythattheroot causef ~ W Htihate
ill that plaguesX V(@aradonnat al, 2015 p. 16) is the obsessiorwith infinite growth
economicdasedn rapacioudossilfuel extractivismin turn supportingthe energshungry



industrialsocietyspreadicrosghe globethroughthe colonialendeavouiSincethe combined
AnthropoceneCapitalocenghreatensthe viability of modern civilisation, ecomodernists
propose the reciprocalsalvationof civilisation and nonhuman nature through highly
technological,acceleratecand aggressivanoderngation coupled with endlessgrowth.
Ecomodernistembracehe Anthropocendowardstheir further expansiorof the abilityto
controlnonhumamatureassuming masterfupproacho the crisesevenviewingthis form
of control as an obligation.The ‘Good Anthropocengiadvocatedoy ecomodernistss
groundedn anongoingmechanistiandtechneindustrialworldviewin whichthe rapacious
projectsof commodifingEarth continue.To summariséhis ecomodernistision,asoneof
theauthorsrom The Breakthroughnstitutecelebrateshe ‘Good Anthropocengis ~ ew
geologicadpochripewith humandirectedR S S R U EXIS20 VT pa 3).

As Alaimo (2016)sharplyobserveshis visionagainsupportshe humanagentasan
" H [ S HdgoWlemsolveranengineem rationalcalculatingntitywhoisnotvulnerablef]eshy,
or interconnectewith materiaprocessegfut standutsideconstructinghe Z R U (9.G3)
Theecomodernisaigendaot only advocatetor amanageriapproachbut promotedurther
neoliberakexpansiorand exploitationof nonhumanand humannatureunder politicaland
technicabpparatusin this way, ifurther contribuesto socialand environmentainjustices
with undemocratiandunintendeautcomegCrist 2016 Fremaux2019 FremauxandBarry
2019).

An ecomodernidutureaimsto createandmasterfullye-create¢heplanetaccorihg to
ourwishesanddreamswheretheEarth ~ Lse€nassomethingl D U W HahD WK Bi@dgch F D O -
canbe manipulatednanage@ndcraftedto our H Q GFvgmawé& Barry 2019 p.173).The
ecomodernistpromote the continuationand further strengtheningf the colonsng and
exploitativemasteryworldview,emptyingthe nonhumannatureof its distinctagencylt is
further commodifiedand exploitedwheremorethanhumanrealmsexistasa backdropto
humanlife andserveonly our masteryrojectg Plumwood20@®).

The ecomodernisharrativeproposedthroughtechnoand neoliberabgendasends
towardshyperhumanistmanagemerdand ultimatelymasteringhe $ Q W K U R SiRIEHEQ H -V
crisegRoelvink& Zolkos 2015)Suchgrandiosenasteryproposeandenacs Prometheanism
a commodifyingworldviewof the Earth, through which we are accumulatingextinction
(McBrien2016)Ecomodernistesmbracéhecurrentepochof the Anthropocen@samoment
to furtherlegitimsethe neoliberahecropoliticshroughwhatLuke (2006 )vividly describesas
a narrativefor sustainabldegradationwherethe " H F R O &egjtafdlidhs not halted:it is
insteadneasurednonitoredand PD Q L S X(QWWW H G



The narrativeof sustainabilityt the beginningof the 20th centuryechoeghat of
conservatioim the 21stcenturythrough “ L ¥&hdencyo renderthe livelyworld asa storeof
suppliegor the H O (AVeim@2016 p.169) Thisnarrativasstrikinglysimilarto themanagerial
technefixesof the $ Q W K U R Siyperhu@ &histnanagemenmroposedy ecomodernists.
Weremairntrappedvithinthehumancented marketdrivensustainabldevelopmemarrative
that continuesto advocateendlessgrowth and further commodificationof the Earth,
overlookinghe closewayswe cameto live andexistwith the ‘earth R W K (. 1 X6}i0 evoke

3 O X P Z 2R3 p¥autifullicoinedexpression

Suchtechnafixeswill relyon theavailabilitpf cheamatureandabundantcheagossil
fuels.An alternativeapproactshouldinvolve postpeakthinkingaboutpetrocapitalisnwhile
embracingolutiongor creatindgocalsedfood systemdt shouldcaptue atmosphericarbon
in soil and biomasghroughregenerativagriculturapracticesand restoreecosystemwhile
profoundlyrethinkingthe necreagendasf the currentneoliberakconomiesuncannyand
difficult, ethicepoliticalquestios ariseFor whomis this alternativepproachmoredesirable?
Is it desirablefor the eliteswilling to continwe with their worldmakingprojects?or the
humanityintendedasall of usFor me,thewhitemalefrom the privilegedpartof theworld?

| taketheseethicopoliticallychargedjuestionsasan invitationfor timelyreflection
abouthumanandmorethanhumanentanglementa the AnthropoceneT hroughoutherest
of thischapter] will introducenovelmatterspracticesmaginariesmergingrom thishuman
environmentainterface which subsequentiiemandfresh modesof inquiryto adequatyg

naratewhatit meando livein thisepoch.

1.3Stayingiththerouble.

How areweto liveonahumandamageglanet?Tsingetal, 2017)Thissimpleyetdemanding
politicaland ethicalquestionsparkedhis doctoralproject.Haraway2016)invitesus to stay
with thetrouble thatis, think-with, live-with andbe-with multispecieandelementaineshwork
in aworldtroubledoy humanmademadnesdo staywith thetroublecanbereadmoredirectly
asstayingvith the damageglacesn this biggetthanusplacewecallEarth.Thetroublesare
multiple:the risingtemperatureandsealevelsthe sixth massextinction the acidificatiorof
oceanstoxic wastesmassiveargescalanodificationsn planetarymining,burdensof toxins
with theirlegaciegndrunawaylimatechange.

With this doctoralproject,| take up the invitationto considethe practiceshat may

reconfigureour currentrelationsand relationshipsvith the earthlyinhabitantshumanand



morethanhuman. Suchreconfiguratiorshould be basedon sympoiesisas makingwith,
learningo staywith the multipletroublesof living anddyingtogetherSympoetidecomings
will be showrto be morebeneficiato the sortof thinkingactingfor buildingmoreliveable
futures,for humars andnonhumas asa “ | L Hregfykd the dictateof both Anthroposand
& D S (Maia@epP016 p.2).

Stayingwith the troublemeango be ~ W Upxe@entnot asvanishingpivot between
awful or Edenicpastsand apocalyptior salvificfutures,but asmortal crittersentwinedin
myriadunfinishedconfiguration®of placestimes,matters,P H D Q L(I@aiawgy2016p. 1).
Saying with the trouble requiresnot just making kin with multispeciesand elemental
communitiesit alsoinvolvesengagingvith oddkin3 thatis, kin beyondhumangenealogical
ties® because” Z Hequire each other in unexpectedcollaborationsand FRPELQDWLRQV u
(Haraway2016 p.4). Whatcollaborativgracticemndoddkincombinationsnayarisein our
attemptgo liveanddiewelbnadamageglanetMaraway2016states " Z Becomewith each
other or not at D Q© 4). How are we becomingwith lively multispeciesand elemental
meshworkhroughour practicesn stayingvith humanmadetroubles2Vhatthinkingacting
would that be?This is how my doctoralprojectcontinuesand how my researclguestions
emerged! will explorethesequestiondaterin this chapter but first, we wilstaywith the
trouble.

The Anthropoceneas a postHoloceneepoch holdsa "VFKL]R SEURBILH u
(Harawayet al, 2016 p. 535), namelythe promise of scientific renewal,for in the
Anthropocenenatureis no longerwhatconventionasciencemaginedt to be. Whatdoesit
meanto be humanin the Anthropocene¥hatdoesnaturemeanfor usin this epoch?This
guestioningnevitabljbringsanotheprofoundreflectionon whatAnthropocenéellsusabout
humanandmorethanrhumanentanglementahatmatterspracticesmaginarieareemerging
from thishumanenvironmentahterface?ll thisinquity underlineshe needfor freshmodes
of researcinquiryandtheoreticaframeworkshatareadequatéo thosequestiongo narrate
and answerwhat it meansto live in this epoch.At the sametime, the conceptof the
Anthropocen@announcethepossibleendof humarlife and,if weseeko avoidthisoutcome,
the needfor an alternativavay of beingin-theworld. That is living in the Anthropocene
challengessto radicallyethinkthe identity ohaturehumanandtherelationdetweerthem
in the alreadgndalwaysiorethanthumarnworld(s).
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1.4Gaiathantruder.

Within the current narrativeof sustainablaelegradationa small portion of the human
populationis accumulatingvealth while the planetis absorbinghe outcomeswith precarity
sweepinghroughhumanandmorethanthumancommunitiegMalone et al2017. With the
grandiosecomoderniduturelikelyto addmorelayergo sustainabldegradatiorhowarewe
to liveon ahumandamageglanet?

Theimperativesto find novelpathsof theorsing,educatingndbecomingvith more
thanhumanrealmsandultimatelyputtinginto practicegheartsof livingon ahumandamaged
planet.Crucialto this is rethinkinghow to engagevith andbecomewith moretharthuman
worlds and how their worldmakingprojectsengagewith ours, beyondthe narrow human
exceptionalismand exemptionalismin the naturalculturalworlds. Highlighting the
interdependencied humanandmorethanhumanrealmsPlumwood(2003)ecognisethe
" H D bithéisas fellow agentsand narrativesubjectss crucialfor all ethical,collaborative,
communicativandmutualistiqrojectsaswellasfor placeV H Q V L(BWVIZF)L W \ u

My guideherefor stayingvith themultipletroublesvhiledismantlingheecomodernist
dreamsandnecropoliticss thework of Stenger§20132015,2017)Her suggestefigureof
Gaiacandirectusin reimagininghow to live on a humandamageglanet.In her book In
CatastrophiémesResistintpe Comin@arbarisnstengerg2015)pointsto the 1HFURFHQH -V
politics of sustainablelegradatioras barbarisnresponsibldor the currentanthropogenic
madnesd)encehe currentcatastrophiimes.Her callis to resistthis barbarismDrawingon
Stengergxpressiothroughoutthefollowingparagraphe/henreferringto barbarisml have
in mindthe previoushdescribe@comoderniduturefor a ‘Good Anthropocengt

To resist,Stengergvitesusto think-with anintruder,the figureof Gaia,the living,
breathingplanet. Thinkingwith Gaia as an intruder seeksto dismantleour ecomodernist
dreamsandneoliberahgendasf humanexceptionalisrin an alternativevorld beyondthe
Necrocene.

Unlike the brandingof AnthropoceneCapitalocenethe figure of Gaia doesnot
refeenceor encouragany figure of the Anthropos.More directly,it refersto /RYHORFN -V
comprehensionf the dynamicyrelationaland lively earthlysystemgLovelock& Marguls
2007)ThisGaiaisnotafigureof abenevoleniMotherEarth,requiringour protectionbecause
with(in)the Gaiansystemthe humans,” O Ibidhtosauruseandgrasslandiremerelyoneof
themanyweedycomponent®f anenormousdivingsystendominatedy P L F U R¥angulis
& Sagajr007 p.182).Thefigureof Gaiaemergeasanintruderin theworldof themultiple
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humanmade madnessesnd through this figure the lively world tells us aboutits lively
existenceGaiabecomes figurefor aliving breathingplanetthat repositshe not-so-special
Anthroposfrom thecentrapointof everythingMecaneitherstickto thisnarrativeor envision
" [postAnthropocenavorth livingin, thosewho will livein it will needdifferentstoriesith
no entityatthe centreof the V W Stéhger2013 p.178).

Thefigureof Gaiaastheintrudercanalsoworkin otherwaysYes,asafigurefor the
living, breathingplanet,but Gaia isalsoa figurefor bioregionaktoriesof becoming8 the
minutiaethe emergingthe yetto-come® anintruderinto our worldmakingplansgeffortsand
visions.

By embracingGaia as an intruder, we are urged to differentiatebetweenthe
commodifyingeffort for endlesgrowthandthe multitudeof forcesandagenciewithin the
Earth;thatis, the morethanhumanrealmsof multispecieandelementaineshwork.*DL D -V
intrusiondrawsus towardsthe multiplicity of honhumanprocesseand actorsbeyondthe
flawed human exceptionalismThus, to think-with Gaia is to think-with the Earth as a
meshworlof multispecieandelementabeingsandforces rethinkingthe flawlessdeaof a
solemnlyjhumanagencyBecaus&aiais hereandshewill stayamongus,thereis no needto
sole or struggt with her. 6 W H Q2 B)itwitationis clear:” V W U Xagai@dsQidmakes
nosensé it isamatterof learningo composeavith her.Composingvith capitalisnmakeso
sensé it isamatterof strugglingagainsits VW U D Q JJOBE)K R O G

Letusembracé&aiaasanintruder.Let Gaiabethefigurefor stayingwith thetrouble.
Thus, ouresponset Gaia,our actsof composingvith her,will requiremultiplebioregional
artsof living Moreoverthesewill alway$e partialresponsethatarenevercompletedecause
Gaiais here andshewill stayamongus.

Composingvith Gaiais not merelyanalternativearestorationaregeneratioand/or
aform of reconciliationHow can wecomposewith the multiplemorethanhumanprocesses
affectedby humanactivitythat in turn, affectus?Learninghow to composewith Gaiaties
togethetheethicabndpoliticalin oursituatedesponsesf composingvith morethanhuman
realmsandprocessedhat isto truly live anddiewhilestayingvith thetrouble.

Tsing(2017)powerfullyremindsusthat * G H J U D& I Glahuié ¢asroduceour
livelihoodsandeventhemostpromisingoasisof naturaplentyrequiresnassivénterventions
to be PDL QW (.18QH@qeughwaysof composingvith morethanrhumanrealmsour
bioregional responses to Gshauldguestiorthoseruinsby acknowledgintipeviolencesand
inequalitiesof modernity. Composingvith Gaia should be underpinnedby the call for

reparatiorecologiesp undothemessesf modernsationandthelegaciesf colonialismrand
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extractivismin doingso,thevisionof reparatiorecologiestandgor re-imaginedelationof
humansituatecamonghe moretharthumanmmeshworkT heurgefor reparatiorshouldoffer
usawayto envisionrand ~ W Khe@oNda world of cheaphingsto imaginéhowwe mightlive
withoutrealabstractionsf NatureandSocietyandthe strategiethat F D S L Welbdbgwds -V
spawnedf thissoundgevolutionarysomuch E H W(PatelR Moore 2017 p.21).

Reparationshould come biome by biome, acknowledgingnd bringing together

injustice®f our politicswith decolorsing effortsof theiniquitiesandinjuriesinflictedto the

( D U WbHieshumanandnot. Biomeby biome craftingbioregionahndsituatedartsof living
onahumandamageglanetReparatioms anuneasgthicepoliticaltaskin suchanintrinsically
connectedworld We must be cautiousand honestabout the relationshipg(ecological,
energeticalnaterial)we arecaughtin becausenakng aplacehereontributeso un-making
relationshipsomewhelss Plumwoo¢2008)Thus, to some extetthereparativactsdreams,
thoughsandpracticeof bioregionateinhabitatioiBerg19782013Berg& Dasmann2014)
stillhingeon aflawlessdeaof thelonelyandseltsufficientthu)manindependenrom always
andalreadyresenmorethanhumanworlds.

Composingvith Gaiabecomesan ethicoepoliticaltask chargedwith beingattentive
towardsthe ecomodernisbarbarismwhile simultaneousligecomingn our responsesvith
greatehumility,decentringhe humanfor amorehumblerepositionwithin morethanhuman
realmsprocesseandeventsComposingvith Gaiais aboutstayingwith the trouble,andthe
troublehereis stillaboutalteringplacesAs dwellersof thelandwaterscapesge areusersand
we cannotescapauchalterationAccepting thatthe worldis not oursto 1V R/ order
unilaterallyo a particulawvisionof howit 1V K ReH/@Dooren 2016 p.204)becomes
daunting ethicapolitical task becauseevery alteratiorf however ethical, carefull, and
reparativefestorativavethink it is? still hingeson the viewof howwewantto the world to
be.

| envisionhere composingwith Gaia,that is stayingwith the bioregionakroubles
groundedn reparationlt is awayof reorgarding the life betweerhumansand morethan
humanrealmsn anemancipatorfashionby cultivatinghovelunderstandingsensibitiesand
performances anattemptto respondwellEmancipatiorshouldnot be confusedwith the
ultimatefreedomproposedy ecomodernistandachievedby technologicahoderngation.If
we startedto considethow boundwe arewith multispeciesand elementatcommunitiesye
wouldneedto acknowledgéhat our honestandgenuineemancipatiogannotcomewithout

emancipativéhinkingactingtowardsmorethanhumanrealms(Crist 2016).If we envision
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andstrivefor abetterandjustworld,wemust als@onsidemultispeciepistice(Celermajeet
al, 2021 Haraway2018.

Thus, caftingmultispeciesommunitiegor allis problematidecauséourishingfor
onespecieseangleathkillingandviolencdor othersComposingvith Gaiais aboutstaying
with thetrouble whichin turnisaboutstayingvith thismortalrelatedneq$iaraway2013 and
inherentinescapableslationsof powerin changingmodifyinganddwellingin land(scapes).
Suchuncannyecologiesyith inherentfrictions,arisingrelationsandrelationshipbligations
andresponsabilitieswill beexploredn the ethnographichapters.

Cultivatingsuchnovel approachesvill take manybioregionaforms and responses.
Composingvith Gaia,underpinnedy reparationare thenaturalculturaartsof livingon a
damageglanethatstill altesplacesComposingvith Gaiaisinevitabljfocal minutiae, notin
thesensehatlocalmeans V PiutinGhesensehatit isopposedo fJH QaH WBROQVHQV XD O -
(Stenger015 p. 131).1 readthesdocalresponses the sensef respondingpioregionally,
biomeby biome,to the multipletroubles biomeby biome,injusticeby injusticeresistinghe
barbarismwith theiragendaandreworkingcolonialism$Biomeby biome,our responseand
our composingvill neverbe accomplished heycannotbe,asGaiais to stayamongus,and

weareto stayamongthe multipletroublesacceptinghe newonesto come.

1.5 Makinghewkindsofstories.

To facesuchachallengg atleasfrom acriticalandreflexiveposition,awidecrossdisciplinary
perspectivdowardshumanitiess neededBeing cautioustowardsthe coming barbarism,
technologywill not provide all the answersA criticatcreativepracticeis neededfor the
humanitiegso muddlethe seltclaimedmageof Anthroposfrom the centreof everythingl
envisiorthatafresheymoregeocentriandlessanthropocentripracticenaychallengé&aming

the world, worlding and worldmakingin terms explicitly defined by human values and
contributeto the moretharthumanresearchoy settingout ~ Q Hvaysto live withthe HD U W K
(Plumwood2007 p.1).

Over the pastyears| felt attractedto the collectiveproject of environmental
humanitiesHighly interdisciplinaryand plural in manifestationenvironmentahumanities
approaclthe understandingf environmentathallengeasinextricabldrom socialcultural
andhumanfactors(Gibsonetal, 2015 Hamilton& Neimanis2018 Heise 2017 Roseet al,

2012 Tsinget al, 2017).By doing so, the environmentahumanitiesarea meansby which
centralconcernswithin the humanitiessuchas “ P H D Qual@J}esponsibilitand SXUSRV H u
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(Roseetal, 2012 p.1),canbeorientedowardsquestion®f the naturalculturahorlds.in the
growingglobaldiscoursef the Anthropoceneenvironmentahumanistsacknowledge W K H
differenceanddiffractionsin worldviewshistoriessubjectivitiegelationsandpracticeghat
various communities(both human and nonhuman)engagein, with respectto their

H QY L U R(@dmhbQidVal, 2015 p. 69).therebyreimaginingherelationsandrelationships
betweerhumangculture)yandenvironmen{nature).

In naturalculturalorlds, environmentahumanistdreat the environmentas being
everywher@ outside insideandtranscorporeallihroughour bodiesand discourse3 while
simultaneouslg backgroundssueactorin our socialand biologcal becomingsThus, tre
emergenaspecof theenvironmenisresearchedsacollectiveanddynamientanglemeruf
humanandmorethanrhumansubjectandagentsin otherwords,environmentahumanists,
throughtheirresearclengagén worlds/worldingavherehumansohabitin/with morethan
humarrealmsand in doing so,” | R ULhéwtesearchractisdo excavatencounterandextend
reparativepossibilitiedor alternativel X W X(GiHsdpet al, 2015 p. ii). Their works are
fundamentain showingow humanstoriesemergeand at the sametime, convergewith the
storiesof themorethanhumanworldsthatarein andaroundus.

For Plumwood(2010) scholarswriting in the Anthropoceneshouldengagen W K H
struggldo think G L 11 H U td QikMrOa\ngconsideration Z K LHasthe couragdo question
our mostbasiccultural Q D U U pVB2R)XShhiaty, Zylinska(2014)declareaneedto publish
experimentaimonographsthat redefinethe boundariesof disciplinaryfields, rhetorical
invasiongheinterfaceof conceptuadndscientifidanguageandgeomorphi@andgeopolitical
interventions.

My doctoralprojectboth adaptgo the $ Q W K U R SrRdmnEs@nidl réspondgo its
challenge®y providingnew forms of researchl envisionthis research U H D WinBe&) -V
effect,guidel byRosg2009urgngusto createsomething” F D S &f Blakingip our culture,
andawakeningsto newandmoreenlivenedinderstandingsf theworld,our placein it, and
thesituatectonnectivitiethatbind usinto multispeciess R P P X Q (p\W87).H V

1.60nstorngandstoryelling.

There is an urgemteedto tell differentkindsof storiesthatsucceedh cultivatingawareness
of theworldandits ongoingransformationd hisis afundamentalask.Smilaty, theauthors
of Artsof Livingopna Damagéddane(Tsinget al, 2017)arguethe needfor more entangled

historiessituatecharrativeandthick description®f andfor the artsof livingon ahuman
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damagedlanet.In this highly influentialvolumefor me, the questionof how to live is
inseparabl&rom the questionof how to researchwrite-live on andwith a humandamaged
planetlt is astrikinglysimplequestiorthatsignals horrifyinglydauntingethicalandpolitical
task.Amid necropoliticsiwhatoddkincollaborationarealreadyarisingandwhichnovelones
areurgentlyneededn a ~ S U D BMEamidgo live anddie well with eachotherin athick
S U H (Hagaway2016 p.1)?

For stayingwith thetrouble, my guidesn researchinghinkingandfilming-writingare
Haraway(2013,2016)and Tsinget al. (2017).We shouldconceivethe artsof living on a
damagegblanetmetaphoricallghroughtwo forms:that of ghostsand monsterspoth asa
" G H S Dfor\ahdriddtersagenciegndstoriesthat challengéhe doubleconceitof modern
0 D QTsing et al2017, p. MR The ghosts, evoked in the title of this first chaptiéguide
usthroughthehauntedandscapesf $ Q W K U R $aRI€dfl ByotjrésMeanwhile, wnsters
will highlightsymbioticrelationsbetweenthe humanand morethanhumanbodiesof the
( D U WidtegionsGhostsandmonstersinnervahe Anthroposfrom thecenteof thecurrent

H S R Bt&gehostsandmonstersallour attentionto foregroundhe meshof humanand
nonhumarbodief theEarthwhileabandonintheuniversaligureof (hu)marasareference.

With thisin mind,thechaptersn thisthesiswill behauntedythespectresf monsters
and ghosts They aregroundedin bioregionalperformancesand becomingsenrichedby
bioregionaknowhows,humblyacceptinghat stayingwith the trouble doesnot offer final
solutionsnor smoothworlds,asflourishingworldsarelifedeathworldstangledwith mortal
relatedness.

In thistimelyandpressingnoment| respondo the challengandinvitationfor anew
form of dialoguevith thisdoctoralprojectl researchioregionaperformancesf howto live
on adamageglanetwhiledocumentinghemthroughethnographistoriesrespondingo the
callfor moreentangledhistoriessituatecharrativesindthick description®f andfor artsof
living.| referto suchbioregionastoriesof creatingafood forest,allyingwith vegetaspecies,
do-it-yourself DIY) citizenryand guerrillagardeningcompostinghumanand morethan
humanlaboursn reshapinghe land(scapesperformancesxposindiumanandmorethan
humanentanglement$he performanceanderlinghe livelinessprocesseandeventf the
land;thatis, thelivelyandfluid ‘'meshworlof entangledinesof life,growthand PRYHPH QW p
(Ingold 2011, p.63).

Approachedfrom multiple disciplinaryperspectivesand practicesand developed
through a non-strictly human ethnographyand an experimentafilmmaking processmy

environmentahumanistresearchvill mergethe writtenword andmovingimageto focuson
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whatit mightmeanandlook like to reinhabithe Anthropocendf suchcreativecriticalcross
disciplinaryapproachearegoingto engagén productivecollaborationtheir methodologies
haveto experimentvith newforms of dialogueln otherwords,environmentahumanities
shouldbe viewedand usedas a transdisciplinaryneetingspot and a laboratoryfor new
" P HW KHe@i®sanddesiresn relationto significanenvironmentalP D W \(Ndiimanjset
al, 2015 p.86).

Armed wth this perspetive, my researcltontributes to whathasbeendefinedasthe
cultivationof citizenhumanitiegNeimanigetal, 2015) thenextgeneratiomf environmental
humanitiesvith concertedttentiorto transdisciplinarityt isintendechot onlyasamovement
acrossnultiplescholarhdisciplinedut alsoasa movementcrosandbetweeracademiand
otherspheresf citizenengagemenrtor Neimanis et al. (201f)envisiorthenewgeneration
of citizen environmentahumanitiesscholarsmust developforms of ecologicaliteracy
throughthe researclftheoreticabnd practicalthat engagesdiversepublicsboth within and
outside academicinstitutions ~ V Ro renew their ethical experienceof environmental

HP E H G G HN2igh&higvagl, 2015, p.89).

| intendthis researcltreationasa doublemovemenbetweerthe sphere®f citizen
engagemerttirst,it isacollaborativengagemenmlevelopedhroughanethnographipractice
andeverydalivingwith two familiesasexpressethroughtheirpermaculturgerformancem
the bioregionof the Valleyof SaganéSicily|taly) andthe bioregionof the WombatForest
(DjaaraCountry,Victoria,Australia) Secongdwith the portfolio of movingimagesl further
engageabroadecitizenrywith filmworldsthatoffer aform of ecologicditeracythroughtheir
visualharrativeanddesirechestheticastrangement.

This doctoralprojectis both a questand a form of storyingand storytellingabout
performancethat repositionthe humanactorwithin the specificbioregionatroubledplaces.
Put simplythis projectis aboutdocumenting bioregionaattemptto live with the O D @ualV -
multispeciesand elementameshwork Throughmy ethnographiavriting and portfolio of
movingimaged proposeactsof storyingtheworldthatareinseparablgom livedexperience
andthuscanpowerfullycontributeto the emergencef ~ Z K I M¢anDooren 2014 p. 10).
Throughan extensiveattentiveand lively morethanhumanfieldworkexperiencd, re-story
humanandmorethanhumanandjourneysandbecomingshroughspecificaestheticgr my
portfolio andthroughmy writing in the ethnographichaptersin recountinghesegourneys
andbecominggheformsof storyingandstorytellindg propose” D Justbigenoughto gather
up all the complexitiesand keepthe edgesopen and greedyfor surprisingnew and old

F R Q Q H KNdlaRa@V15 p. 160).
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This doctoral project includes four filsvélling, In the natural apiary,|Joeeurit
Common)rand a written dissertation in dialogue with the portfolio. Each offers an exploration
of ethnographic research and permaculture design grounded in theories of environmental
humanities (in its ontological, decolonial, multispecies, and ecofeminis) \ardrihe
literature in ethnographic/documentary film, ecocinema and film phenomenology.

7KH PHWKRGRORJLFDO IUDPHZRUN H[SORUHG LQ &KDSW
WH[Wup OD\V WK H -thdnRuh@nGelaBoualiy dhuRidatéd and contptiday the
two permaculture sites explored in the research. The methods adopted in my work include
multispecies ethnography, new materialism andrigcal philosophy, and inform my
ethnographic research and my film practice, resulting a in environomeaéties critique of
the mastery regime (Plumwood, 2002), in line with my view of critical bioregionalism proposed
and explored in this thesis.

This doctoral project works as a triptych: it is a theoretical dissertation of the aesthetics
of livingwellwith the world in its complex, meteanhuman relationality; an ethnographic
exploration of two permaculture sites and their attempt at weaving such relationality through
their bioregional plageaking performances; and a portfolio of moving imageseige the
first goal with the objectives of the second. Its originality lies in the theoretical treatise on
permaculture design, in crafting a novel and appropriately lively methodology in combination
with film practice and conceptual treatise of itsedestlin relation to existing scholarship in
environmental humanities.

To gatherthesenaturalculturagtories| engagedh livelyrelationswiththe ELRPH YV -
worlding,a 10-month non-strictly humanethnographidieldworkin two permaculturesites.

This nvolved nanagingand caringfor the land, learningfrom the O D @l@d ¥nd lively
meshworkput alsolearningto kill well:performance#extricablywovenwith relationsof
power and mortal relatednesdn composingvith Gaia, howare we respondingto the
earthlyscapesith multispeciesnd elementameshwork hroughthe artsof living on a
damageaglanet,what novel entanglementare beingcreatedAs Giraud (2019)expresses,
alongsidanysortof entanglemens arealityof exclusionBearinghisin mind, | paycareful
attentionto those " | U L F Wéle&d3wesand exclusionghat playa constitutiverole in the
compositiorof lived U H D(Gitavd\3019 p.3).Moreoverwehaveto resistheecomodernists
strippingandemptyingthe distinctagencyf the morethanhumanrealmsfor their further
commodificatiorandexploitationThinkingcomposingvith Gaiaenablesisto acknowledge
theagencyf morethanthumarnrealmsandmyresearchims ™ Wdtasthumanstorieswithin
the contextof largersynergetibmeframesand S U R F HROge:t ¥112012 p.3).
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Amid the ruins and coming barbarism,what arts of living are emergingfrom
bioregionaforms of composingvith Gaia?n this project | am attentiveto novelwaysof
becomingwvith morethanthumanrealmsthat areemergingvhile stayingwith the troublein
thesesituatedesponse3.hroughour situatedesponse® Gaiaour bioregionatompositions
arechargeadvith ethicalandpoliticalquestionsThus | amalsoattentiveo who respondsind
how.Arewerespondingve?And ultimatelyhowlo wecomposewith Gaia?t is withtheabove
considerationsn mind, that | researchhink-write aboutwith-through the lively material
relationof composingvith Gaiain thetwo permacultursites.

As anenvironmentahumanistvorkingwith theartsof movingimagesd, acknowledge
havungapervasivaunsettlingeelingaboutmy practicel amnot onlyproposingacinematically
mediatedandeffect, but | haveto accepthattheverymediumusedin suchmediatiorrelies
on the extractionof earthlyresourcesl he cinemais a kind of technedreamitself,aroused
with and throughthe AnthropoceneNeverthelesdjlmworlds can move us, takingus on
journeysand enrichingus with novel meaningsCognisant ofthat double bind and these
relationf medianature®arikka2015)) aminterestedn howtheartof movingimagesr,
morespecificallywhatsortof aesthetiestrangememiroughcreatedilmworldscaneasehe
anthropogenienachineand easeour waystowardscomposingvith Gaia.How cancreated
filmworlds help the viewersreinhabit reality, enrichingthem with new socieecological
meanings?

In this doctoralproject the storiesaboutthe artsof living on a damageglanetare
composeaf aportfolio of movingimagesandawrittenethnographiaccountl inviteyouto
first engagevith the projectby readingheinitial chaptersFollowingthis introductorychapter
isthesecondthapter 'Wayfaring hroughtheWorldly Textiwhere discussheliteraturehat
informedmywork It slowlylaysthegroundfor amoreimmersiveexperiencef engagingvith
filmworlds and readingethnographichapters! exploreconceptssuchasbecomingwith,
reading the land(scape)responsabilities, situated care and wayfaringas a walking
methodologyT hischapteexposelow| createandgroundthe methodologyor thiscreative
criticalpractican how!| think-feelaboutthe livelymeshworlof theworld.

Eachfieldworksitehastwo films andonewrittenethnographyDueto the natureof
movingimageghe filmworldsaresensoriall hroughthegeomorphi@andbiomorphicqualities
of thefilmworld, the viewer isntroducel to specificbioregionstheirhumanandmorethan
humaninhabitantsandpermaculturéormsof dwellingandperformancesscapturedy my
aestheti@strangement.invite you to engagevith the two films DwellingndIn theNatural
Apiaryfollowedby the ethnographichapter ‘Bioregionof the Valleyof Sagang Similarly,
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with thesecondthnographisite,| ask that yoengagérst with thetwo films Tred=lbovand
Commonitigljowedbythewrittenchapter'DjaaraCountryBioregiorof theWombat-orestu

| alsoinviteyouto follow the orderof films aspresentedh this project.Theychronologically
trackmy fieldworkexperiencandshowhow my aestheticaererefinedduringthe proces®f
the multi-sited fieldwork. The ethnographichaptersacknowledgeny own becomingwith
theseperformancesitesjand(scapesndbioregionswrittenoftenin autoethnographityle,
underliningmy own becomingwith.

As anenvironmentahumanistvorkingwith theartof movingimageshequestiorof
accountindor theartsof livingon adamageglanetmustextendio my filmmakingpractice.
Thus, tle aestheticstrategiesand createdfilmworlds are discussedn the fifth chapter
Filmworlds The Politics and Poeticsof my FilmmakingPracticgu The portfolio presents
ethnographic filmmaking in its inventive form, adopting observationgerbm, and
experimental forms of filmmaking to craft Wonlds that are not subjected, as | will explore
in the exegetical chapt®y craft such filmworlds, | opted for specific aesthetic choices such as
having the camera strapped to moving bodies (human and nonhuman), alteration between wide
angleshots, and use of clesps with experimental approaches which situate the viewers
somatically and kinaesthetically among the permaculture sites and theiakplgce
performances.

Through the written and audievisual stories of human and morethanrhuman
entanglementand performancesthis doctoral researcheationis intendedto be more
geocentriand postanthropocentricAs such,thesestoriesaregroundedn attentiveness
specifichioregionsand respondto the environmentahumanistscall for morethanrhuman
storieqJukes & Reeves, 200¢nch & Manion, 2028eschiari202QvanDoorenetal, 2016
Wright 2016.

Followingthe environmentahumanitiescallfor newkindsof storiestheaimof this
doctoralprojectis not to providea merelydescriptiveaccountof existingrelationsAs van
Dooren(2014)writes,” V W Rutdadlwhysnorethansimplydescriptivewe live by storiesand
sotheyareinevitablypowerfulcontributorgo theshapingf oursharedZ R U @. ®)LRather,
| intendthisprojectasanactof researchingyitnessingndmakingstorieghatcanhelprevivify
ourrelationshipvith thelivelyworldto cultivateour responsabilitieso themorethanhuman
realms
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Thischapterstartswith alivelyandspeculativguestionwhanhabitsthe land?n it, | explore
furthertheideaof storiedmatterdayinggroundfor amethodologwf readingheworldlytext.

| introducesuchlivelyconceptasbecomingwith, transcorporealitflow of affectsresponse
abilityandcare Theseconceptsaregroundedn my ethicepoliticalviewsof how| think-feel

about the world, which subsequentljnformed this researcicreation and my lively

ethnographi@eldwork.Thelatterpartof thechapteiis dedicatedo awayfaringnethodology
for asensuouandcorporeakngagementith theworldlytext.

2.10nlandbpioregiamdoermaculture.

Whanhabitgheland?Or evenmorespeculativelgndvividly whastheland?As Ingold (2011)

affirms

We must ceaseregardingthe world as an inert substratumover which living things propel
themselveaboutlike counterson aboardor actorson a stagewhereartefact@andthe landscape
takethe placerespectivelyf propertieandscenery(p. 71)
By echoingthe wordsof Graham(1999)who, in explainingAustralianAboriginalviewsof
land,contendghe absencef anydivisionbetweerthe observingnindandwhatis observed,
| shouldcraftthinkingwritingalongthis Indigenougerspectivéhatthe landisa multispecies
andelementdivelycollective.

Whasthelandthen?andis alivelymeshworkLandis therelationapoiesisnadeof
all the worldly agencieand expressiveness, more preciselylandis a sympoiesesf these
agencies makingwith. Landis a sympoetiovorlding.SympoetidyecausasHaraway2017)
teacheals, " Q R WiMakéxitkself; nothingis reallyautepoieticor self R U J D Q (p\MM2§)J u
Worlding asStewar{2012explaingpointstowardgheaffectivecapacitiesf theworld,where
morethanrhumanagenciesre viewedasforms, rhythmsand refrainswhoseotherthanus
expressivenesanbefelt andread.

In the following ethnographichaptersinsteadof justusingcommonnamedor the
lively specie®f the O D @€shwork] alsoreferto thosespeciesvith their Latin scientific
taxonomyfor clarity.My critiqueof scientifidaxonomyis alignedvith BECOMINGcollective
(Armstronget al, 2021) for whom thesetaxonomiesare alignedwith violent projectsof
capitalismdomesticatiorand other forms of extractiveexploitation.Throughthe use of
commonnamesmoreinformalknowledgeandforms of becomingsvith nonhumarothers
canemergandbecelebrated.

In additionwhenreferringto my fieldworksitesasbioregions| drawon the thought

andpracticeof bioregionalisniBerg 1978,2013 Berg& Dasmann2014) althoughl do so
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cautiouy. As Plumwood (2008) warns us, everylacebasedmaking and belongingis

problematicbecauseof the "~ G LV V R BridRiskhatri@lisatiothat permeatethe global
economyand F X O \{pXL8BWe haveto behonestascitizensdwellersandconsumerabout
the relationshipswve participatan becausehe placemakingactivitieshereontributeto un-

makingplacesandrelationshipsomewhelse Thiscreaés " V K D G R D Plivwood2008)
that provideuswith materiahndecologicaba®s, placesnostoftenfar awayfrom our hearts
andeyesWe needto questionthoseconnectionsthoseplacemakingand place(un)making
activitiesSimilarlywe mustbe clearand cautiousaboutreparative/restorativeracticesafter
humaninduceddamagesHoweverpositivelychargedand orientedthe restoringrepairing
practicesnayseemtowardsthe environmenireadagentiomorethanhumanrealms)these
cannotbe aboutareturn,aboutreversindo aflawedideaof anintact/pristineenvironment.

How do myfieldworksitesrelateto theabovedescriptiorof landasalivelymeshwork?
In defining and viewing the land as a relationalpoiesi$ as a sympoeticworlding® a
permaculturahpproachtowardssuchlivelinesss aboutbecomingawareof the bioregional
relationswith(in)the E L R Rvdrlding.Permaculturalwellingis aform of craftingrelations
andrelationshipsvith thelivelines®of the land,inextricableof coursefrom the relationsof
power.l viewpermaculturasalivelyartof understandinglreadyexistingelationsat playin
the biomeandan art of creatinghovelrelationsa livelyandsituationatorrespondencsith
themeshworkvecallland.

Permaculturevasfirst developednddescribetty MollisonandHolmgrenin the1970s
in Australiaas an integrateddesignmethod/systenfor permanentgriculturg(Mollison &
Holmgren, 1978; Mollisph988§. It waslaterredefinedasa systemit¢heoryof practicefor
" F R Q V Fdestghatiihtiscapashichmimicpatternsandrelationshipfoundin naturewhile
yieldingan abundancef food, fibre, and energyfor provisionof local Q H H@&Mmgren
2002 p.xix). Permaculturenablesisto movefrom dependentonsumer$o responsibland
productivecitizensy developingndrediscoverindiverseskills,ideasandwaysof living

A brief critiquecouldbe advancedo the humandesignerthe manageriaghnthropos
managinghelivelylandasexpressethroughpermaculturalesign.0 D W K@¥)navitation
to abandorthe interventionistvorldviewandallowthe morethanhumanprocesseto take
theirown, is appealingo easehe anthropocentriandanthropogeniemachineHoweverwe
cannotescapdivingwith earthlyscapesextricabldrom affectingthemand in turn, being
affectedby them.So,beingtangledwith the livelymeshworlof the land areweresponsible
for theworld?Yusoff (2015)riticiseshe notionof responsibilityor theworld:
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As if the earthwere availablefor humanresponsibilityAs if the world originatedfrom the
consciencef man « ratherthanthe pleasuref snailsor the proliferationof bacteriaingestations
overmillenniapr the shufflingof pebblesanderraticbouldersasif the genesisf the world was
for ‘uspalone (pp. 14215)
We cannotescapealwellingin the land;thus, we cannotescapenodificationandinteraction
with(in)the O D @h&hworkButweshouldbehonestaboutwhatactivitieandperformances
modifywhom,how,to whatextentandatwhosecost.In otherwords whatcountsis howwe
modifythoseearthlyscapeat whatsociabndenvironmentattakeandfor whom.

As a naturalculturaperformancepermaculturéncludesalternativeapproacheso
agriculture,water harvestingand hydrology, natural building, energy, forestry, waste
managemengnimalsystemsaquacultureenergytransition alternativeeconomiesndother
bioregionaftesponseto the E L R Rviriding.In stillalteringplacesin re-inhabitingthrough
permaculturatiwelling,theseaternativeapproachesre not treatedseparatejyrather their
connectionsare emphased. In attemptingto understand/creatdively relations and
relationshig permacultureaimsto weavemutually beneficialsynergieamongthe lively
meshworlof theland:theland/air/waterscapesrgani@andnonorganicesourceqeopleand
the biotic environmentvith multispecieandelementatommunitiesPermaculturés a lively
performancgroundedn anongoingcommunicativactof readingheland,arelatingsystem
groundedn the processesf becomingwvith R Q lHe-placeln thenextparagraphs$ explore
furtherthisideaof readingthe land,slowlylayingthe groundvork for a methodologyor a
livelyethnography.

2.20nbecomingsgdindpdandandranscorporealitii(injhewveath&rorld.

As Haraway(2008)putsit, onceonehasrefusedheideaof humanexceptionalisnit canbe
realisedhat " E H F R B &l®@ayecomingwithu(p. 244)in whatis the sharecexperiencef
lifedeathn thelivelymeshworlof theland.l intendthislivelycommunicativow asasemiotic
relationshipvith R Q bioMgionandthe E L R Rvarlding. 0 D W K ébAcépiof ontopoetics
is usefulhere It describeshat an equalengagememith the world “ Lpossibleonly to the
extenthattheworldisunderstoo@sin somesens@communicativpresencepresenceith
apsycheactivedimensiorof itsownandacapacityandinclinatiorto createndshareneaning
with X (Mathews2009 p.2).

Situatingpurselveamonghe livelymeshworlof theland webecomenowledgeable
throughoursensuouandcorporeabecomingwiththe E L R Rvbrldihgwhereourbodesare

affectedby otherthanrhumanbodiesof this lively meshworkTo explorethe ideaof such
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communicativepresencegroundedin readingthe land, | draw on a materialecocritical
frameworkwheremateriaphenomenaair, atmospherdprest,earthlybodiesandwind “F D Q
bereadandinterpretecisforming Q D U U DiWiho&HO¥perman2014 p.1).In readinghe
O D @@ pwetiovorldingweengagevith theideaof the storiedmatterthatadvocatefr the
legibilityof the morethanrhumanworldasasiteof narrativityAskngwhethedandscapesre
texts lovino (2016)yesponds

A textis somethinghat canbe read:a book,aninscriptionon a wall,a musicakcorea poem,a

picture afilm, atheatemplay.But T W ehh'isobe somethingelsefor examplethe materiaéxture

of meaningsxperienceprocessegndsubstancebhatmakethelife of placesandbeingsA text,

in this senseemerge$rom the encounteof actionsdiscoursesmaginationand physicaforces

thatcongeain materiaforms (p. 3)
Engagingn communicationvith the livelysignswith(in) livelymeshworlof thelandis about
gaininglocal situatecknowledgehat is alwaydn formation describedy Ingold (2011)as
integratecand everemerging” VW RNJQ R B O (3. G5B Ip reachingoward morethan
humanrealmsye becomeknowledgeablendpeople” N Q Bydayof their practice thatis,
through an ongoingengagementn perceptionand action,with the constituentf their
HQYLUR@BAHIQRWLL p. 159).1 am engagingvith this ideaaboutemergingstoried
knowledgevith Abram(2010)whowritesthatsuchemergindgtnow-how ‘isacreativityproper
to thebodyasawhole arisingspontaneouslfyom the slippagdetweerthe organismandthe
foldingterrainthatit Z D Q G(b. 9).V u

Theproposedivelyengagementith theworld? alivelyreadingf theworldlytexts
is not novel within Indigenousviewpoints.This acknowledgmenis relevantbecauseas
Indigenousscholaandcitizenof the SissetoWahpetorOyate Kim TallBear2016)writes:
" ,am struck over and over readingthe new materialismdy the lack of acknowledging
indigenousS H R S H U In the Australiancontext,which iswherel am situatedsuch
perspectives recogreed andimplementedy BawakaCountry(2015,2019,2022).Bawaka
Countryis “ D @digenousand norindigenous,human and morethanhuman research
collectivaryingto attenddeeplyto the messagase sendandreceivdrom, with andasa part
of & RX Q {®015 p. 270).The research collectivavites engagmentin more relational
researclpracticea “ JHR J WbD &KR H F R Pvuih@ré@ountry? thatis the relationalnd
livelyentity,amorethanhumanhomeland? isnotamerepresencéutan = D X \WLK/R\ghe
researcliBawaka Countrg015 p.270)
Our body,becomingwith otherbodiesof the Earthwith(in) this sentientecologyijs

immersedn this lively meshworkhrougha “~ F U H Dréwithwvithin a continuallyunfolding
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field of relationshipgi(Ingold 2011 p. 5). Sentientecologybringsinto questionboth the
perceptiorandthe situatecknowhow groundedn practicahctivityandengagemersisa way
of beingknowingwith(in)theweatheworld.l borrowtheterm ‘weathesorld ygfrom Ingold
(2010)who atemptsto reactivatehe missindively matterof the worldin Westerracademic
thinking,somethingf which,again|ndigenoustandpointarewellaware.

Immersedn this lively meshworkwe becomeknowledgeabléngold (2011)defines
thisasenskilmentthat isgainingkillsby W KH K X P D @ctiwep& tuiplfiMasa/'sensuous
organismentwinedin denserelationshipsvith the morethanhumanenvironmentand the
materialitie®f the world. With(in) the sentientecologywith(in) the lively meshworlkof the
land throughbeingknowing engagin@ndenskilingvithin the lifeworld,we participaten the
semioticrelationswith(in) the E L R Radriding.As Abram (1991)writes,  SHUFHSSSW LR Q
communicationgr evena communior? a sensuougarticipatiorbetweerourselvesandthe
living world that encompassesX V(p. 8). Such communicationwith(in) the lively land
presupposebat = Dte@ndscapeandmorethanhumancollectivesaretextdearingnaterial
V W R blkirb\2(16, p.1).Throughlandairwaterscapefthisvastephysiologyf theEarth,
alongthe bioregionakignsand wounds,we may discoverstoriesof social/environmental
inequalities E L R Olalahde@n@mbalancegndtheconcreteshapingf spacederritories,
humanandnonhumanO L (léVino, 2016 p.3).Moreoversinceacommunicativactisusually
reciprocattheconcepbf landastextprompts” R Xhutingrealityto useusasopportunityfor
new storieshew meaningsmeaningshat storylandscapegarthscapesat the sametime as
theystory R X U V KM&atheiwg3a009 p.4).

As mentionedin Chapter1, Stengerg2013,2015,2017 invitesus to resistthe
barbarismavhile embracinghe intruder Gaiato think-with and live-with the Earth asa
meshworlof morethanhumanagencieandforcesHer invitationis to composewith Gaia.
Here,| view permacultur@erformancesirisingfrom bioregionakesponseso the ELRPH -V
worlding as situatedcompositionsvith Gaia, through beingknowing, enskiling oneself
throughandwith(in)the sentienecologyin our bioregionahndsituatedattemptdo compose
wellUnderstandingatternsandrelationdoundin the biomeandcreatingsynergisticaliyew
onesin our responsess alwaydocal,situatedandrelationalThus to composewvith Gaiais
alwaydo composewith(in) multispeciesind elementameshworka worldmakingview that
movesbeyondhe highlyanthropocentricdeaof “ V HmaKkinghumanuTolg 2016 p.8).

Humansarenot alone,we areboundwith(in) multispecieand elementaimeshwork.
Therefore, amposingwith Gaiawith(in)thelivelymeshworlof agenciesigrifiesasympoetic

worldmakingprocessSympoiesistandgor makingwith, andGaiais sympoeti. Multispecies
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andelementaineshworks sympoeticRecallinggympoiesis urgentin theseuncertairtimes
of the Anthropocenebecauséhe responseto Gaiademandsympoetichinkingacting.At
groundlevel,in our bioregionalresponsessympoiesisequiresstayingwith the local and
situatedroublesthroughmakingoddkin throughawkwardndfortuitouscollaborationsvith.

Composing: ‘compsignfiesthetogethernesthe makingwith, the bondingwith, the
becomingwith; ‘posinguis placingtogetherto causeto createComposingvith Gaiais not
aboutstrugglingvith her. Rather it evokedindingwaysof composingvellanattemptthatis
groundedwith(in) and consequentlground us in sympoeticrelationsby attemping to
synergisticalljt us humanswith(in)the morethanhumanlivelymeshworkComposingvith
is groundedn the sentienecologyandthe cultivationof artsof attentivenesshatis, modes
of both payingattentionto othersandcraftingmeaningfutespones,requiringa speciakind
of attention(vanDoorenet al, 2016).Stayingwith troublesrequiresan attentivenesthat is
aboutturningtowarsratherthanaway:” W ttdingtowardis a materiabndsemiotickinesis
thatseekengagementith theworldof O L(Ré$e& van Dooren20%7, p.91).Asanartof
attentivenesss cultivationariseavhenwe reachtoward the lively meshworkhrougha sort
of knowledgethat alsobuilds and arise through beingaffected,a way of beingknowing
cultivatedhroughandconsistingn feelingandsensitivities o beclearthroughcollaborations
and contaminationsyur bioregionalesponsetowardsGaia,the attemptsto composewith
wellareinevitablyandinextricablyangledwith relationf powerandmortalrelatedness.

Beingknowing with(in) this sentientecologyof the E L R Ragriding,readingthe
bioregionatext of the world, is only possiblebecausdecomings alwayso becomewith.
Haraway2013)posegshequestion:” K RiZ § E H F RPLL\gHacticeof becomingZRUO GO\ "
(p. 3). Throughbecomingwith, we questiorthe relationalitypetweerhumanandmorethan
humanasawayto revisehumannesandexperienceorlding As Haraway2013suggests, W R
be oneis alwaygo becomewith P D Q(pp4). In underliningthe entangledvorld we share
amongthe livelymeshworkthe notion of becomingwith pointssubtlytowardsrelationalities
andagencieamonghis sharedvorldin common betweerushumansandmorethanhuman
worlds.

AsWright(2014)suggestsheideaof becomingwith ‘offersametaphysicgrounded
in connectiongchallenginglelusion®f separatiof the erroneoudelief that it is somehow
possiblego exemptourselve$rom Earth'secologicalF R P P X @oL2¥8)ln our becoming
with the E L R Radriding we do not becomelike wind, like the donkeyslike the pile of
compostWebecomewith themandthroughthem:webecomewith donkeysywebecomewith

the multispecieand elementatommunitiesin their becomingwith the lively meshworkin
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otherwords, ~ Z Hecomaewith life asit is manifestedhroughthe bodyof anotherandlives
arealwaysonnectedo Z R U @QV&ighi 2014 p.280).In corporeaimmersionwith(in) the
E L R Rvbrlding,in readinghe worldlytext,in readingengagingvith andthroughthem,one
becomesvith the E L R Rvdrlding.Within a multispecieandelementaperspectiveye can
considebecomingwith “ Davi H F R Od&sJ \ 1

An epistemologicdtameworkthat underminesolipsistidhinking, becauseve learnaboutour

positionin acomplexsystemmot throughabstracknowledgebut throughthe affectivecapacities

of our ownbodiesandthe bodiesof the morethanhumarnworld. (Wright, 2014 p.279)
Becomingwith and through the earthlybodies,becomingwith and throughthe ELRPH -V
worlding, ~ O H DsbpEvito the responsiveapacityf all earthly O L (Wkight 2014 p.280)
In reachingowards, we noticewhatmattergo usthroughacknowledgingghatmattergo the
earthlyothers We becomewith the E L R Rvdridingthroughour sensuousxperientiaand
porousmeshwith morethanhumanworlds.Here, ny thinkingaboutthe ( D U \boldikwmesh
andrelationscontinuego be guided byAbram(1991,2010)who compelsusto cometo our
sensego participatein our animalbodieswith(in) the lively meshworkof the land. His
invitationis to becomesensible’'onceagainof our breathingpodiesandof the bodilyworld
thatsurroundsX Vta be:

Drawnout of thatideal,Platonicdomainof thoughtsand theoriesbackinto this realmthat we

corporeallynhabit thislandthatwe sharewith the otheranimalsandthe plants andthe microbial

entitieswho vibrate and spin within our cellsand the cellsof the spider.Our sensedoosen

themselvefrom the mechanicatonstraintsmposedby an outmodedlanguageThey beginto

participatepnceagainin the ongoingdife of thelandaroundus (Abram 1991 p.8)
This very existenceawithin the morethanhumanrealmsthis very boundnessvith, sigrak
participatiorwith andthroughthe animateEarth:seeingandbeingseentouchingandbeing
touchedfeelingandbeingfelt, affectingandbeingaffectedin walkingthroughthis lifeworld,
in composingvith and compostingwith, in breathinghe exudate®f the vegetabthers,in
feelingandsmellinghedecompositioproces®n its waytowardshummusin steppingnthe
rockyformationsof the valleyin givingbackour breathto the breathingearth, we arewith
and throughthe (D U W R QYL PLLPV? H Q YAbMM 1201Q p. 181). Abram is clearin
underlyinghow Westernphilosophyand sciencedissolvedthe worldviewsof an animate
cosmosHis antidoteto this colonsing effort, to staywith the troubletruly andfully, is to
participateagainin this earthlycosmologyThe antidoteis aboutbecomingmore sensuous
participantsvith andthroughour animalbodies ‘carnallymmersediswe arein the thick of
thisbreathingS O D @btai 2010 p.278).
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$ E U D(BOM)invitationis a proposalfor unveilingwho we alreadgnd alwayare:
sensuougarthlybodiesamongsensuougarthlyscapes,D O Zmeartvinedwith the broad
fleshof the (D U \(g8.K3¥).As sensuouanimalsthroughthisform of beingknowingweare

"L Q W HWItE tHd_HDDI UAMHéam 2010 p.3),exposedhroughandwith(in)theworldthatis
viscousporousandfull of transcorporeaubjects.

Sensuouslkinaestheticallyiscerallythrough our mindful bodies,we are exposed
towardsandthroughtheweathemvorld.Drawingon posthumanisandnewmaterialisthought,
Alaimo (20102018 invitesusto think throughtheideaof the body,humanandnot, asbeing
exposedatherthanperceiveé@smarkedoy the environmentThe bodiesaretangledwith the
environmentThebodiesarepermeatedndpermeablenvironments.

Thisdualisticseparatenes$ the mind/body within Westerrphilosophicathoughtis
challeged by new materialisthinkerswho treat matteras actingand intra-actingthrough
earthlybodiesBeingexposedo/through thelivelyenvironmensignalshe affectivecapacities
of thebodiesthatis the potentialandcapabilityto both affectandbe affected{o touchand
betouchedto moveandbe moved.

Beingexposeds not aboutcorporeakituatedness the world; the bodiesareof the
world.Wearenot simplyobserversyutsidersookingatthelandscapeor wearesimplyplace
basedomewhere theworld. Rather, aBarad(2003)writes, ” Z drepartof theworldin its
ongoingintra D F W (¥ 828)\gnd this ideaencouragea modeof thinking aboutearthly
bodiesandworldsconcomitantlyThus, lecomingwith the E L R Rudrldingis aboutbeing
exposedieachingoward;, with(in)andthroughthe veryweathesorld.

As embodiedcreaturesall earthlingsare meshedwith(in) the very materialweather
world theycrossandthatcrosseshem,the materialveathefvorld transformedy themthat
in turn transformsthem. All earthlingsare transcorporeasubjectsof the weathemworld.
$ O D LRMEO\201§ ideaof transcorporealitgsan ontologystartswith the humansubject
andaimsto unsteadyhe Westerndeaof humanexceptionalispof the Westernsubjectas
disembodiedndtranscendertiut moreexpansivenorethanhuman.

As such transcorporealityepositiondiumanandnonhumarbodiesin anontological
framewheretheyaretangledcrisscrossedandimbricatedranscorporealliatterbecomes
vital, agenticand vibrant. The proposednotion of transcorporealitgrawsattentionto the
worldly relationalitiesflows and arousingethicalpolitical nuancesn revealingthe power
relationsat playandacrossarthlybodieswvhilebringingup thetopicsof socieenvironmental

injusticesBeingtranscorporeaubjectof the weathemworld demandsethicaland political
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commitmentwvith(in)the weathemvorld. As Barad(2007)demand, ~ 2 needto takeaccount
of theentanglednaterializatioof whichweareapartp(p. 384).

Tuana2008)xaddressebe contradictoryaspectsf thetranscorporeddodiesasboth
viscousasin-relationsandporousasopenandpermeableSheproposes notion of viscous
porositythroughwhich both the agencyand the very materialityof the porousbodiesare
consideed Porosityamongearthlyflasheds viscouswith multiplelayershat mediatesuch
porosity,amongothers: ~ V Nan@flesh, prejudgmentsnd symbolicimaginariediabitsand
HPERG L PTHa0a2008p.199.

While “ W K L QMds€ER G I(Aaimg 2010 p. 2), whathappensvhenwe arouse
throughandwith(in)theweathemorld, whenwereachtoward? Weexperiencéheintensities
of the earthlyscapethe intensitiesof worlding.We are exposedowardsand throughthe
weathemworld, as affectedand exposediranscorporeatsubjects bodiesmobilise affective
forcesHere,|l think aboutsuchintensitiesarotsingin our transcorporeahesheshroughthe
speculativeonceptof the landaffect asproposedoy Arnold (2018).Land affectasbodily
feelingandflow whenbodiestranscorporeallgffecteachother.Landaffectarousesvhenwe
TealiththeO D @u@qld, 2018 p.97).1t isanearthlyandlivelyintensityableto " P R E LaBd_ | H
transmit latent ecologicalenergiesjnnervatingthe connectivetissuesthat exist between
interdependemebsof humanandothertharthuman O L (Afinold, 2018, p.97).

Astranscorporeaubjectghroughtheviscougporosityof the materiatexturesof the
world, in our becomingsvith, we areaffectedand movedby O D @w8lyintensitiesin the
worldthatistranscorporealjscousndporousjandaffectisnotrestrainetb particulabodies
(Braidottj 2018) Rather it is registereadsflowingandfluctuatingamongheearthlybodiesas
both relationabndexperientialvaysof beingknowingthroughthe O D Qv&lyieshworkTo
think-write aboutaffectdisruptsthe standardriew of embodiedselfhood demandingisto
viewtranscorporeancounterandflowsin the porosityof thisworld,prioritisingtheflow of
affectshroughthelivelymeshworlof thelandof whomwearepart.

In affectingandbeingaffectedin experiencintheintensitie®f thelandairwaterscape
with its agenciegventsandprocessesye decentreheideaof thelonelyhumansubjectasan
outsideror mereobservenf the livelymeshworkLandaffectis whatsituatesisamongthe
livelines®f the O D @&hwork.

The attemptsto respondwelito the lively meshworkwe arepart of arisewith(in) a
porousanddynamicweathefwvorld in the lively particularitie®f the ( D U \WWidtedfon.Yet,
whenstayingwith the troubleis tangledwith the inextricabilitie®f mortal relatednessnd

equallywhencareis tangledvith power,how areweto respondvef® In readingandengaging
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with lively worldly text in an attemptto correspondwellin still alteringplacesfor human
dwellingn thissharedvorldin common respons@bilitybecomesnethicalndpoliticaltask
groundedn interspeciedependenciel thefollowingparagraph$ exploreresponsibilitas

responsability, thatis, the abilityto respondo morethanthumanothers.

2.3.0nresponrskilitieandcare.

| think-write aboutour abilitiesto respondvith Haraway2013)who conceivesesponsibility
asrespons@bility;thatis, the abilityto respondoward morethanhumanothers.Haraway
(2013)notesthesortof questioninghatarisesn the practice®f becomingworldlywith that
areshapedy responsability:
ThisandherarewhoandwhereweareWhatisto bedoneHow canrespecandresponséourish
in thishereandthiswe,evenasthisweis thefruit of the entanglemen{(p. 368)

To highlightthis entanglemenheansnovingbeyondthe anthropocentriziewof the world
to embracehe livelyintruderthe figureof Gaia,andbeattentiveto the multiplewaysweare
bondedwith morethanrhumarothersHaraway2013writesthatresponseabilityin thisworld
thatwe sharewith otherthanthumanss composedhroughrespons@blepractce;thatis, the
ability to respond Responsablepracticesare alwayssituationalalwaysbioregionalarising
throughbecomingwith, groundedn attentivenesandarisingthroughintraactions" WK U R X J K
whichentitiessubject@ndobjectscomeinto E H L @draway2013 p.71).

Thisdrawsusbackto our sensuouanimabodiesto the embodiedvaysof knowing,
to cultivatingattentivenesgom movingamongearthlybodiesandbeingmovedby them,from
affectingbut alsobeingaffectedThis is whereour responsabilitiesaregroundedariseand
arecultivatedHere,the relationakthicof responsability,enactedhroughandwith(in)the
sharedvorldin commonfocuse®n attention It focuse®n becomingwith andlearningwith
to respondoy reachingowards, openingusto anovelkind of responseward morethan
humanother(nesspecomingsituatedethicepoliticalresponses.

Howevertheseresponsabilitiesarealwaygartial,not knownin advancéut rather
cultivatecon the groundandarisingwith andthroughthe E L R RvBIrlding possibleghrough
becomingwith, yet in-between,through frictions, along the intextricablerelations of
care/powerthroughopeninggandclosuresalwaysncompleteyetaccountabléor thedynamic
otherthanhumanagenciefkesponsabilityis the word for stayingwith the troublebecause

theabilitiedo respondaregroundedn ~ E Ral'déncandpresencekillingandnurturingjiving
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anddying® andrememberingf wholivesandwhodiesandhowin thestringfiguresof natural
cultural K L V WWHRitawgy2016 p.28).

As transcorporeaubjectamongthe earthlybodieswe arenot the solesubjectable
to respondIn dismantlindiumanexceptionalisrand consideringesponseabilityasearthly
capacitgraftedthroughinter andintraspecies/elementedlationsyearefacedwith aworld
where ashumanswe “ D bdtuniquelyobligatedo andgiftedwith UHV S R Q HarBvia® L W\
2013 p.71).Haraway2013xeesesponsibilitas * Delationsip craftedn intra-actionthrough
which entitiessubjectsandobjectscomeinto E H L ghd@animalgesponseablein the same
sensaspeoplep. 71).

ResponsablepracticesowardsGaiaaregroundedn recogrsingethedhe particular
wayof beingandtheagencyf the otherthanhumanghatare consequentlyoundedalways
andalready theveryeventf the E L R Rvbrlding.Alwayshioregionalalwaysisky,partial
andmessyresponsabilitiesaresympoetienodesof respondingT herefore ratherthana set
of prescribedrules, respons@bilities emergeas the arts of attentivenesso respond
accordinglylin walkingamongthe earthlybodiesjn beingtranscorporeaubjectamongthe
landairwaterscap@g arewitnesseto the E L R Rvbrrldhg. We arereachindgoward. Weare
becomingwitnessin dynamicand complexresponsedeyondsimple calculationsable to
witnessthroughrecognitiongroundedn encountersand curiosity,in the messinessf the
sharedvorldin common(Rose& vanDooren 2017).

With(in) this relationalbecoming becomingwitnessis aboutreachingtoward the
uniquenesanddifferenceghroughthe relatedrisky consequencdesr us andotherthanus.
Thus, esponsabilityis about * F X O W tofldativekr@wingand G R L ®ldraway2013 p.
34) andtheability to responds groundedn recognitiorof thesituatedethe@sRoseandvan
Dooren(2017)kxplain:

Ethos involvesknowledgesenseof self andthe other, discernmenbetweerkinds.An yet this
recognitionis alwayspartial and halting. An ethosis not an essenceEthea are emergent,
performativeco-becomingsneveruniform, isolatedor fixed, bleedingnto and co-shapingone
anotherandyetsomehowmnaintainingheir distinctiveuniqguenesgp. 122
Attentiveto theemergenetheavebecomavitnessewardthe E L R Rvbrldihg Theethical
doingsshouldbe undersbod asabilitiesto respondo the situatednesanduniquenessf the
encounteredivingnesof the O D @né&shwork Yet, alsoto the situatedprecariousness)
recogree and respondwith carewhenneededalongwith response$o deathskillingsand

tangledelationsf power.
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Anotherlively conceptthat powerfullyinformedmy ethnographys the performance
of care.Careflows in lifedeathworlds and hasa dynamiccapacityto makeand unmake
simultaneousli¥ot enougtcarecanslipinto negligencgusttherightamountis necessarfpr

flourishingyettoo muchcanbe oppressiveAs such careis arelationainterweavingpecause:

Care holds togetherthe world aswe know it and allowsits perpetuationAcknowledginghe

necessityf carein everyrelationisto beawareof howall beingslependn eachother.Moreover,

if careisaform of relationshipt alsocreateslationality(Puig 2010 p.164)
Reclaimingaran aworldthatisbiggefthanhumansto staywith thetrouble alwaygrounded
and situatedwithin the very materialconditions,in-betweentensionsas withnessesbleto
respondhroughacommitmentnterwoverfrom andthroughtheflow of affectsandasethical
doingsthat involveslabour.Careis groundedandin turn laysthe groundfor anintenseand
relationatommitmentvith theworld.Carebecomeanembodieadxperiencef beingaffected
by anotheranethicalobligatiorwhenreachingoward. Careinvolvesperformanceandthus
emergasthe practicalabourof ~ F U D A@utisRidg Z R U Ch€cdminga lively practiceof
"ZR U @ B@AQMNooren 2019 p.9).

How can wecarein flourishingworldswherelife is tangledwvith death? he visionof
carel proposdor thelivelymeshworlof theland andthis ethnographyjoesnot necessarily
offeravisionof a “ V P R RawhiéniousZ R U @@gR012 p. 199).Ratherit isgrounded” L Q
thein vital ethiceaffectiveeverydaypracticadoingghat engagevith the inescapabliEoubles
of interdependenH [ L V W (PQd2A12 p. 199).Stayingvith thetroubleis alwayandalready
aboutmortalrelatedneskiencecaren lifedeattworldsmightmearflourishingior onespecies
tangledvith puttingatrisk otherearthlingscareto somecanevenbringdeathto others.This
is describedby Puig (2017) who writes that carein natureculturess not about pastoral
paternalisrmor startsfrom ourselvesr puts othersin front, but rathercarerunsin the very
practiceghat try to maintainthis interweavingMoreover is it possibleto reimagineareas
traversing” W iaklire/culturebifurcationwithoutsimplyreinstatinghe binariesandmoralism
of anthropocentricH W K [(Fulg 2017 p. 13).How canthinkingaboutcareasa livelyand
worldlycommitment” K HUSt8 think ethical 1 R E O L JrihWramRd€centredF RVPRORJLHV "
(Puig 2017 p. 13).

Thus, areemerged$rom our attemptsto staywith the trouble,attemptsat reaching
towardsin ourrespons@blepractice®f composingvelivith Gaia Assuch it isfilledwith the

"L QHV Ftb&ozsDikterdependent [ L V W HPQJ26LX, jp.199).Bioregionalsituated
andrelationalit canbe messychargedvith ambiguityanda compromisingpracticefor both

humanandnonhumarothers.
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From within stayingwith the trouble,the uneasyaskis to find multispeciesvaysin
whichworldscanflourishin thefaceof divergentvorldmakingprojectsSuchavisionof care
is decentrecand diffusedin a morethanrhumanworld, careasa “ | R Wdistibutedacross
multiplicityof agencieand materialsand supportsour worldsasa thick meshof relational
REOLJPWRLRLQm20).

Careemergethusasour affectivarespons#o thebiomesworlding throughresponse
ablepracticeghat tie us with(in) interwoverrelationsof obligationsandtasksof reciprocal
adjustmentsvithin the biomes worlding.As Haraway2013)notes, " F D Une@nibecoming
subjecto theunsettlingobligatiorof curiositywhichrequireknowingmoreattheendof the
daythanatthe EHJL Q (.13Q).1parningaboutthe E L R Budriding,learningwith the
E L R mvArlding we becomecuriousparticipantsWe becomeknowledgeabl® our attempt
to reachtoward thoseeventsand processesve becomecuriouswitnesseso the ethealVe
becomecuriouswitnessesttentivenot justto whatmattergo usbutto theothertharthuman
inhabitantseventsandprocessesm this sharedvorld in common Clearlywe inhabita world
of manyworlds(De la Cadea& Blaser2018)with multiplewaysof understanding;rafting
andliving.As oneof theslogan®f the Zapatistasnovementrom southernviexicostatesel
mundquegueremesunadondguepamuchasunddthe world wewantis the onewheremany
worlds fit] (Cecefia2004).Zapatistsrefer to theirbioregionaland cultural worldmaking
practices,with their worldview and worldmaking practces acknowledgedagainstthe
encroachingeoliberaforcesTheworldvevantstheonevhemmanyvorldit: amorethanslogan
to whichweall shouldbe attentiven theageof the Capitalocene.

To truly spealof aworldwheremanyworldsfit, to spealof worldingsthe processes
of worldingof worldsin themakingto resisthebarbarismandtheanthropocentrimachine,
wehaveto acknowledgthe morethanhumanworldmakingapacitieandprojectsat play.By
reachingowardghesebiggefthanusworldingsthesewvorldmakingontologicaperformances
appeamoretharthumanthatis,theworld of manyrealmsandagencies.

To becomas alwayto becomewithin asharedvorld: “ S U R Fof VIEHW RPILWY K -
arealways« relationsof obligationtheydo comewith an H W K(A$b¥rg2013 p.8). This
ground usin our respons@bilities.Becomingworldlywith is to withessthe worldmaking
capacitieandprojectf animalsyegetabeingsearthlyscapeawelivelymeshworkhatsigrals
worldsbeyonchumansThese worldaffectusandin turn areaffectedandto whomweshould
learnto composewith,to beresponseablein ourbioregionairoublesThesaesponsabilities,
composingandworldingwellwith Gaia,her actorsandtheir worldmakingorocesses always

situated alwaysbioregionalarisingfrom the tentatve to staywith the trouble?® is abouta
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humbleacceptancthatthisa ~ S U R &feXplringandinhabitingF R P S O WahDiudngn
2019 p. 9), with no idealstateto be reachedgroundedn situatednessycaretangledwith
relationf powerandinextricabilitiesf mortalrelatedness.

Haraway(2013)writesthat ~ Z fearnto be worldly from grapplingZ L WK3). We
grapplewith(in) our attemptsto be ableto respondwellwithin multispeciesnd elemental
contactzones, ‘wheremortal worldmakingentanglement D S S(H&away2013 p. 4).
Thesecontactzonesemergefrom stayingwith the trouble, groundedin recognitionof
emergingetheayrapplingwith the world beyondhumansand other worldmakingpractices.
Thesecontactzonessignifyhow in this lively porosity we arecomposedvith andthrough
others,humanand moretharthuman, “ L @rmsof co-presenceinteraction,interlocking
understandingandpracticeftenwithinradicallasymmetricaklationof S R Z KHdraway
2013 p. 216). In these lively morethanrhuman contact zones, grapplingwith can be
transformationdbr allthe actorsinvolvedasit marksthe becomingwith. Tsing(2015)writes
that “ Z drecontaminatethy H Q F R X (p.\&7hiruthellivelines®f contactzoneswherethe
worldmakingprojectsencountergollideand/or flourishtogether.

Witnessing* D L lveNdmakingcapacitiesand projectsis a form of participation
groundedn bioregionaturiosityagentleart of noticingwithinthe E L R Béhtignecology,
built seasonallthroughthe knowledgen the go thatleadsdayafterday,seasomfterseason,
towardsespons@blepracticedn grapplingwith otherthanhumanworldmakingrojectsas
bioregionalWitnesseyur curosityabouttheseprojectss not justexpansivéut, asRoseand
vanDooren(207T7) suggesexplosiveAs curiouswitnessegsshumangurningtoward bigger
thanhumanworldings,Roseand van Dooren (2017)askquestiongleeplypertinentto this
project:” & DoQr awakeningesponselrawusinto this particularF U H D st/ drndoiinto
encountersvith the manyotherswho are boundup in relationship®f nourishmentcare,
meaningmaking,and P R U kb 125).Canwe wakeandbe drawnto the violent storiesof
thosehumandwellersmpactedy climatanjusticeandraciakapitalisnandtheirentanglement
with morethanthumanstories?” & DoQr awarenesmakethe relationaleapsthat hold trees,
pollinatorssoils,climates« andmanyotherswithin adomainin whichethicsaremutualand
life- H Q K D Q Rbs@dVanDooren 2017, p.125).

Turning toward the world biggetthanus, in becomingwith and becomingcurious
witnesse$o the emergingetheahroughresponseabilitiesandcaringpracticeshatarealways
dynamiccomplexppenendedandtangledvith power/deathgthicsis alwaysituationabnd
relationalWhatis ‘goodpheremightnot beapplicablendwork elsewherdyumblyaccepting
that sometimesve might not be ableto respondwell After all, craftingflourishingworlds,
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craftingthemwellis aboutstayingvith thetrouble Withinthe posthumarirameworkandnew
materialisphilosophyof Barad(2012) “ T X H V §¥ etRic@andof justicearealwayslready
threadedhroughthe veryfabricof the Z R U (p.69).Hence astranscorporeaubjectsour
situatedesponseareintrinsicandembeddeadvith ethicsandpolitics.As Barad(2007)speaks

to us through her ethiceonto-epistemalgy, in consideringthe "L Q W H U &V 2thigsl. Q J
knowingand E H L @Q.185) astranscorporeaubjectdhumanandmorethanhumanearthly
bodiesareboundedogetherThus, ¢hico-politicalresponsearenot:

Aboutrightresponseto aradicallyexterior/izedother,but aboutresponsibilitandaccountability
for the lively relationalitie®f becomingpf whichwe arepart. Ethicsis aboutmatteringabout
takingaccounbf theentanglednaterializationsf whichwearepart,includingnewconfigurations,
newsubjectivitiesnew possibilities« Responsibilitythen,is a matterof the abilityto respond.
Listeningor theresponsef the otherandanobligationto beresponsivéo the other,whois not
entirelyseparatérom whatwecallthe self. Thiswayof thinkingontology epistemologyndethics
togethemakedor aworldthatis alwayslreadyndethicaimatter (Barad2007 pp. 3922393)
Responsabilitiesarisethrough and within our attemptsto staywith the trouble,through
grapplingwith theworldmakingprojectshatarebeyonethe-humanHere ethicsarealwayasnd
alreadesponsability,aswitnessethat “ F X O \Wecapavityd U H V S RIQ&EBvay2016 p.
7). Ethicsattendto whatariseswithin the contactzonesto the frictions,to the relationsof
power,to who andwhatgainsandat whatcostfor whom.This in turn, demandgraftingan
ethnographyledicatedo stayingwith the troublein andthroughthe contactzonesthrough
collaborationandcontaminationsn makingoddkin.lt demandsnethnographitquirythat
is equallyengaginggorporeal sensuousind sensorialand an affectiveand responseable
fieldworkpracticeT hefollowingparagraphdescribeny ethnographicesearclsalivelyone,
asa wayfarethroughthe worldly text of the weathemorld, which subsequentprovided a

foundationfor the storyingandstorytellingractice®f thisresearclereatiorproject.

2.4Livehandnmultispeostisnogragbra woldlytext.

In thinkingwriting thatthe sharedvorld weinhabitis a livelytext,| meanthatearthlyscapes,
with humanandmorethanhumancollectivesarelivelytextsbecaustheybeamateriaktories.
Theyarealivelycompositiorwovenfrom the materiatextureof meaningexperiencesvents
emerginghroughthe actionsdiscoursegnaginatiorknottedin materiaforms(loving, 2016).
Earthlyscapelecomdively textsthroughwhichthe " H P E R Galrbti@@ef sogal
andpowerrelationspiologicabalanceandimbalancesndthe concreteshapingof spaces,
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territorieshumanandnonhumanO L(Iévino 2016 p.4) canbereadyepresentedinderstood
andcommunicatetly mergingnterpretativg@racticevith worldlymateriakxpressions.

Viewingthe world asa lively and worldly text is not merelyaboutthe agencyand
textualityof matter.It is alsoaboutthe permeabilitpf matterandimaginatior(lovino, 204,
2016). In other words, it is not only about how matter is a text but how cultural
texts/productions’ D bhatteranddomatterandhowtheyaddnewlayerso a V R F LeidolgdyV
of mind,thussupplementings ethicalandontologicavocabularyvith new Z R U @Govipa,
2016 p.5). Thisiswherethe questiorof citizenhumanitiesndecologicditeracyre-emerges
from theinitialchapterasthescopeandaspiratiorof ecocriticisnmsto interveneandinterfere,
to bepartof (eco)criticathangelongsideur awarenesaboutit (Garrarg 2009).

Questioningvho we areashumansshouldreflectnot justuponhumanitybut alsoon
ourentanglementsith morethanrhumanworlds.In thisvein,multispeciesthnographidsave
emerged Danhewgenreof researcland Z U L WKirséy& Helmreich2010 p.545)thatare
non-strictlyhuman.

Haraway20132016)andKohn (2007 2013)amongotherresearcherppsequestions
pertainingo the currentperceivedeparatenes$ humansandnature pour anthropocentrism,
andhow to makemeaningand evenkin acrossspeciesAnthropologicathinkingin .RK Q -V
work (2007 2013Yaisegjuestion®n howthinkingbeyondhehumancanchangeurthinking
on relativityandhow multispecieselationsbecomamportantsitesfor cultivatingan ethical
practice.. R K 2007)thnographiengagementith ~ R WikathumanH Q F R X @\&)H U V
posesrelevantssuessurroundingour humannesand naturalculturagéntanglemertbgether
with the rethinkingof a posthumarreality.Another projectthat alignswith . R K (2007)
anthropologyf life 3 ananthropologyhatis notjustconfinedto thehumanbut " FRQFHUQHG
with the effectsof ourentanglementsith otherkindsof living V H O(4.H)¥ istheEmergence
of theMultispeciegnograp(iirksey& Helmrich 2010)andsubsequenthe Multispecigalon
(Kirksey2014)In thiscompilationof multispeciework,the authorantroducethisemergent
subgenrén culturalanthropologyndquestiorthe cultural political,economiandbiological
entanglemerdf morethanhumanmassemblagds doing sptheyprovide aframeworkor the
subsequergrowingbodyof multispeciesthnographies.

The body of work developedby multispeciesthnographerexploreshow earth
others® previouslyappearingon the marginsof anthropologicalinquiry as a part of
land(scape)food for humansor mere symbol$ have been foregroundedin recent
ethnographiagesearchThat is thereis an attemptto makemeaningof this lively shared

multispecieandelementalvorld by reachingowardsthe morethanthumanparticipantsand
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widening the reflectionson materialityand entanglementsn a humandriven world.
Multispeciegthnographerareengagedh this complexfield in whichentanglementsithin
thewebof life aresharecand " K X P $d€etiemrealwaysnadeup of many Q D W XRdd¢ V
2016 p.111).Thesesthnographersextendraditionalfieldworkinquiry,wherethe gazes not
merelyupon the humansbut more attentiveto the earthothersandthe dynamicrelations
betweenhetwo. Meanwhilecritiquesof thisapproactk{Kopning 2017 Watson 20J)gointto
theapoliticabspectef multispeciesthnographie3 hey notehatwhilethese ethnographies
helpusherin posthumanisntheirwork persiss in their stance®n humanexceptionalisnin
light of suchcritiques] aimto be more politicalin the senseof beingattentiveto hinging
relationof powerandunevenness therelationshipvith the morethanhuman.

Smilaty goingbeyondhuman,the moretharthuman geographiegroject gained
tractionin the lasttwo decadedMorethanhumangeographerareconcernedvith how the
socialculturalandpoliticalareformedin relationto the nonhumarforceswhile considering
the co-productiveand lively relationshipshetweensocietyand nature. Morethanhuman
geographerdestabite strict boundariebetweerhumanand morethanhumanrealmsand
revealhow variousactors® animalsplants,rocksandvariousorganismég areintertwinedin
political,economichistorical quotidianand mundaneways.Theyreflecton the ontological
statusof morethanrhumanworlds(nature)andunderstanaur ethicepoliticalcommitments
in aworld wherehumanlife is alwayandalreadsnoretharthuman(Braun 2005 Castree
Nash 2006 Ginn, 2016 Greenhough2016 Whatmore 2002, 2006 This turn towards
livingnesswithin the field of geographynarksemergingesearclpracticesinitedunderthe
labelof hybridgeographiesndmorethanhumanapproachet thelivelyworld.

A voluntarilyre-animatiorof themissingnatterof earthlyscapéscuse®n ourbodily
involvementan the world where landscapeare co-producedbetweenmoretharthuman
bodiesandalivelyearth Whatmorg2006)vividly captureshisshift ~ WtHe intimatefabricof
corporealitythat includesand redistributeghe § LIQH WiHhuman E H L (».J§02).Such
considerationemphaseslivingnesasa particulamodalityof connectiondetweerbodies,
humanand not, and geaphysicalwvorlds,becauseve arealwayand alreadiangledwith the
moretharnthumarworld, * Q H dutsldeof astickywebof connectionsr anecologiBennett
2004 p.365).

My ethnographithinkingwritingisinspiredoytheworkof multispeciesthnographers
andmorethanhumangeographeri reachindoward thelivelymeshworlof thelandin the
bioregionafieldworksites | will needto reflectupon encountere@ntanglementsf nature

andculturethe dynamic®of lively naturalculturgblacesand performancesglationsof care
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andpower,arisingandaffectsandresponsabilitiesin the lively contactzonesTheseareall
materialforms emergingn combinationswith and throughhumanand nonhumanforces,
agenciesprocessesand events, producing new constellationsof forms, bodies and
naturecultures. The approach offered by multispecies and morethanhuman
ethnographies/geographies;ombinatiorwith whatl previouslylefinedasreadinghelively
andworldlytextof theland,aimsto unknotthetangle®f naturesandculturedyreadinghem
astextsabouthow humanandmorethanhumanworldmakingprojecs meettraversecollide
andcollapse.

I, the ethnographeam alwayandalreadgaughtin this thick and stickylively fabric
whenreadingandinterpretinghe livelyworldlytext.| cannotignoremy own presencasthe
researchenterpretein thistextbecausé W Kisind ieutralityin experiencindggknowing.and
tellinga V W RI@wio, 2016 p.4).In myethnographiariting | oftenrecallautoethnographic
andautobiographicéieldnotef myownbecomingsT hismayappearasalackof objectivity
andneutralityHoweverasBarad(2007)explains,” Z Hrepartof thatnaturethatwe seekto
X Q G H U and/tbe@v8ypwe makethis understanding F R Q W td,LaBdav part of, the
phenomenghatwe G HV F (g.2& Hihe ‘1 pof the ethnographerannotbecancelledBeing
partof thelivelymaterialityvetry to readandinterpretfocusingon suchpersonabecomings
in the livelymeshworlof theland3 how | wasaffectivelytouchedby the landaffectthrough
momentsof grief andhope3 addsrichnessanddepthto theseactsof storyingandstory
tellingEthnographersre a lively part of whatwe aretryingto comprehendin the next
paragraphs$ describéowthislivelyfieldworkwasenactedacorporeamappingf theterrain
by steppindoot into andthroughthe weathefvorld.

2.50nwayfarinivelyneshwoakdstoriedrorld.

My multi-sitedethnographinvolved a pluralityof spacegerformanceandbecoming®eang
experiencedyatheredreflectedupon,practicecandultimatelyrestoriedoy makingcinematic
andwrittenstoriesT hefieldworkwasguidedoy multi-sitedethnographymaginarpf " WUDFLQ J
anddescribinghe connectiongndrelationshipamongV L iMéikdyg 1998 p.14).

In becomingwith the O D @v8lymeshworkijn movingthroughthatlandandbeing
moved by her, following the donkeysvisiting the apiary,stirring the compostpiles and
commoningviththegoats| wasbecomingnowledgeablayleavingootprintsin theweather
world, to bring , Q J R@G&0)ivid descriptionBy immersingn theseperformancesn the

sticky livelywebof connections, wastracingconnection@mongthem,understandinghe
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relationsin play with(in) the E L R Padriifing. In tracing such connectionghrough the
pluralitiesof spacesand performancesfferedby eachfieldworksite,| was " P D S StheQ J
W H UMBreul1998 p. 83).

Here, nappingthe terrainsignalsthe ideaof movementand exploration:both as
corporealengagemenand becomingwith the E L R Padrlding, with(in) the human and
nonhumarperformanceanddiscoursefiecauseheworldisalivelytext.| mappedheterrain
corporeallysometimesvith my field dairy,mostlywith a cameran my handasthis project
required.Thereis arich body of literatureaboutethnographyn foot (Ingold & Vergunst
2008 Lee& Ingold 2020 Pinketal, 2010 2 - 1 H& RoBerts2019)xndwalkingmethodology
in relationto themorethanhumanworld(Salem2020Q Springga§ Truman 2017)In crafting
a corporealengagemenwith and throughthe worldly text, | turnedtowardswayfaringas
proposedy Ingold(2010).

| intencedmy livelyethnographpf wayfaringhroughthe weathemvorld asasensory
andrelationahbctivityof turningtoward (vanDooren& Rose 2016 p.91).Wayfarings an
openendedpracticea transcorporeandtransmateriadchievementn corporeallynapping
theterrainof thisbiggesthanrusworld,wayfaringignals practiceof knowledgenakingand
knowledgerowingwith(in)theweathemworld.

In movingalongmultispecieandelementatommunitiesf thebiome | waswayfaring.
Asawayfare? findingmywaythroughmorethanhumarnworldsof thefood forestthehives,
thecommonstheirbiggetthanustimes,spaceandworldmakingrojectsof thebiome? the
researchdrasto bethere theyhaveto corporeallynapto perform to affectandto beaffected.

Thatis why,in stressinghe materialityof the world, the flows,dynamicseventsand
processesf earthandweathertheworld is alwayandalreadgweathemorld, ~ Dapestry«
afield not of interconnecteg@ointsbut of interwoverines,not anetworkbuta PHVKZR UN
(Ingold 2011, p.84).Wayfaringhroughsuchtapestrythe knowledgeathereds from within
becauseearenot mereobserversr outsiderdut activeparticipants’ Z knowbecause] Z H -
areof theworld. We arepartof theworldin its differential E H F R P(B&akij2007 p.185).
Thus,beingof the world, wayfaringalongmorethanhumanworldsin the weathesvorld, we
aremovingthroughtheworldthatincessantlynfolds,growingour knowledgehatis " |RUP H G
alongpathsof movementin theweatherZ R U h@Gojd 2010 p.136).As partof thissentient
ecologythemindfulhumanbodyisa ~ O R &f Xéativegrowthwithin acontinuallyunfolding
fieldof UH O D W KIRgQIY RODG A4 5). From this perspectiveyeingknowingwith(in)
the weathemworld emergs from practicalactivity. Through our sensuousodiesand the

apprenticeshiwith(in)the weathefvorld, weareactingin theworld asawayof knowingit.
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This perspectivefferedby Ingold embodies relationabpproactthat viewshuman
bodiesalwayandalreadgnmeshedndboundedwith(in)the largemodyof the Earth,where
growth, enskilmentmovementand changeare alwaysreciprocalwherewe shapeand are
shapedby the very relationswith(in) the weathemworld. Put simply,as a wayfared move
throughalivelyandworldlytextof theland.LandisalivelymeshworkLandis amultispecies
andelementdivelymeshworkMeshworkareformsof entanglement, H Q W Diti@SoDlieG
growth,and P RY H P ¢h@dltl R01Q p.63)boundeddioregionallyyet,atthesameimethey
areopenbecausef the uniquetrajectorie®f the linesthe beingdaythroughthe weather
world, contributing = WtRe everevolving Z H D Ylkpgpld, 2010 p. 71). Meshwork(ing)s
achievedhroughthe linesof becomingtracedthroughthe trajectoriesnadewhenwe move
throughtheweathemvorldandwherethelinestracedy usareknottedwith thelinestracedoy
othershumanandnot. In wayfaringweareattentiveowasthe worldmakingprojectsandthe
emergingtheaonsequentlyandis a complexunfoldingandeverevolvinglively meshwork
of humanandmorethanthumanbecomingsprocesseandeventsparticipating” L @eaving
thetexturef the O D Qri@qld 2008 p.1796).

With(in)andthroughthislandairwaterscapése life of humanandmorethanhuman
inhabitantss charactesed by growth,enskilmenandmovementinevitablyalsotangledwith
decaydecompositiomnddeath/killing wherelivelyinhabitantdaylinesthatbecomeknotted
andform meshworkd.n otherwords,meshworkarethe knottedlinesof inhabitatiorof this
world,thetrajectoriesf worldmakingprojectsMeshworkis awork of livingwith humanand
nonhumarothersentangledhroughbioregionaéncountersyet, they ar@penendedasthe
pathstakenandthetrailsleft areuniqueto thosewholeft themthroughthatweathemworld,in
turn contributingto thelivelyweave ¥ngoingness

Life is lived alongthe linesof becomingandthe metaphorof meshworlgraspgshe
trailsalongwhich humanandnonhumariife is lived. Meshworksare * V W RZUR_H@evep
we become” E R Xup (& the R W KWW Riagald 2011 p. 159)through encountergor
Ingold (2011) we become knowledgeatiieoughsuchlively encounterdecause” WkRow
someoner somethings to knowtheir story,andto be ableto join thatstoryto R Q HR-Z/Q
(pp.1592161).

In lightof suchastoriedworldof growth,movementenskilmenandbecomingwith,
| conducted a livglethnography bgttendingto theserelationsand turning toward these
storiesof the livelyworldlytext Thatis, atangledoerformancef beingknowing,engaging
and storytellingattentiveto the others,the livingnessand alsothe inherentfrictionsin the
lifedeathworlds.In my caseperforminglivelyethnographyrgeal engagingvith, embodying,
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imaginingwitnessingsensingandfinally analysingcrossthroughandwith(in) morethan

humanworlds.Throughmeshworksknottedin particularbioregionsof my fieldwork sites,
wayfaringhroughthe weathemorld wherethe linesleft by the ethewerewoveninto knots,
interviewsnterwovewith livelyfieldnoteof mybecomingwiththe E L R Rvbrldihg.In such
lively performanceyan DoorenandRose(2016)askusto createnot justethnographiebut
ethographgeundedn thethicknessndvitalityof theethea

Storyattendirgndstorytellingn the contextof livelyethnographys an effectivetool
for lettingmultiplemeaninggontinueto exist,keepingoossibilitieandinterpretation®pen.
Livelyworldsarenot justaboutlife, theyarelifedeathworldsinextricablyangledwvith mortal
relatednesevenwith intentionalacts of killing. As such, a lively ethnographymust be
accountabl emergindrictionsin theflowsof careandpower,acknowledgintpelivingness
but alsomakngsenseandmeaningf deathsandkillings.A livelystorybecomesmeshwork,
adenseinterwoverknot of livelylines,bioregionabecominggjght enoughto keepthe ethea
interwovenyetopenenoughfor emergingpossibilitiegsthe linesof becominghevercease.
As such, lively storiedworlds hold within them the vital possibilityof triggeringacts of
responseability in us Thesestoried worlds becomesiteswhere our abilitiesto respond
affectivelyand criticallyto the meshworksn which we are implicatedare cultivated.Our
responsabilitiesto theselivelyactsof storyingandstorytellingto thesestoriedworlds,are
aboutbecomingmore attentiveand curiousin a novelwayto otherunfoldingandemerging
storiesof the world, attentivedso to the injusticesof the currentcoupledstory of the
AnthropocenandCapitalocene.

This chapter,groundedin how | fed-think about the world, laid the theoretical
frameworkfor a lively ethnographyhat drawsthe readers/viewert the bioregionaktory
worlds.The nexttwo chapter§ 'Bioregionof the Valleyof Sagangand ‘DjaaraCountry
Bioregionof theWombatForest£ arewrittenethnographiaccountsBeforereadinghem,|
inviteyouto first engagevith the filmworld of Dwellingndin theNaturalA piaryfollowedby
thewrittenaccountn Chaptei3, andthenthefilmworldsof Tre&lbovandCommonirigljowed

by thewrittenaccounin Chapter4.
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| spentsixmonthsdoingethnographimultispecieandgeocentrifieldworkwith permaculture
designerSimonarecarichandDaniloColomelan theValleyof Saganapproximatel50m
aboveheMediterraneaBeawith(in)thebioregiorof theNocellariver,in north-westerrSicily
(Italy).In their attemptto fit wellwith(in) this bioregionalveathemorld, Simonaand Danilo
havebeenreshapinghat biomeoverthe last17 yearghroughnumerougperformancesvith
the morethanhumanmeshworkof the land:creatingan emergenecologyof food forest,
introducincherbivorousinimalsecyclingG R Q Mextiemenandfeedinghesoil,allyingwith
phytodepuratingeedsand creatingan earthworkpond, and buildingtop-bar hivesfor the
apiaryEventhough in my humanterms it wastheidand | wasawarethat the bioregionwas
craftedby andsharedamonga diversebiotic communityWater.Wind. BacteriaBeesPlants.
Imagination.Insects.Care.Birds. Disa grass(AmpelodesmBgople.Hope. Reeds.Power.
Geologicalformations.BecomingsDonkeys.Grief. Varroadestructanite. As | wayfared
throughthislivelyworldlytext,youwill wayfareéhroughathick descriptiorof theencountered
performanceandresponsabilitiesof this livelymeshworkwe calllandin this ethnographic
chapter

3.1ShapintpdandOnbecomingthdonkegndmoréharhumartabour.

Land.Whatis landoeyondgroundandsoil?The landis the alkencompassingeathemvorld,
full of expressiveneasdagenticapacities, Z K HelleHbeingis destinedo combinewind,
rain,sunshineandearthin the continuatiorof itsown H [ LV WiHgplE BQi1 p.115).The
landis not asimpleinterfacehat separatethe groundworld from the skyweatherbut rather

" @2oneof admixtureand L Q W H U Pthafcde@turéiyqinandnoton(ingold 2011 pp.119
120).In thiswrittenreflectionaboutmy fieldworkexperiencd, referto the landscapef this
valleyasa sharedelationshibetweerthe O D @uBl-Multispecieand elementaineshwork
and humanpermaculturgerformancesa sharedrelationshipof mutualembodimentand
embeddednedsetweerhumandwellerstheir selvesand dwellingbodies,their knowledge,
performances,expectationsand imagination of how these bioregional earthlyscapes
could/shouldliook.

Shapinghe landin turn shapess. , Q J R@G@ 1 )nalysi®f the word landscapg
suggesthatfarfrom beingtheartisticanthropocentriscenery, Z K H UwéMdk theground
bearswitnessto the livelinessof the processeshat havegoneon or are goinginto its
| R U P D W.L1B2RIndeed, Tandscapgis composedf two parts “&ndy from the Old

Englishlond meaningground,soil; and ‘scapey relatedto the word shapefrom the Old
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English scieppameaningto create,to form (Ingold 2011) Thus, its etymologyalready
conceptualisesV K D Sasapavolutionin whichlandis continuallycominginto beingin this
view, the landscapes not an externalobject but a collaborativeperformancea site of
becomingsdHumanshavebecomegreatmasterfuprotagonistén suchlandshapinghencehe
currentepochof the AnthropoceneT heanthropogenignpactis undeniableglthoughissues
of environmentahndsociajusticellluminatetheinequalitieatthecoreof theanthropgenic
responsibilityMoreoverthe movement®f landshapingoeganwell beforehumansentered
the ( D U dtdgendwill continueaftertheirexit.As Yusoff (2013highlightsit isfundamental
to provocatively’ X Q G H busEIEQIgeologicsubjectshot only capableof geomorphic
actsputasbeingavho havesomethingn commonwith the geologidorcesthataremobilised
andLQFRUSRUOAWHG

In writing abouttheseperformanced, adopt , Q J R @Q@0O)wellingperspective
wherethe concept’landscapearefersto thelandbeingshapedy both humanandnonhuman
agenciesngoldconsidertandscapataskcapeanensemblef performancethatconstitute
dwelling.Humandwellersperform specifictasks they becormnaththat land(scape Through
their views,expectationgnd imagination®f how this land shouldlook, humandwellers
corresponavith theworldlytextof aparticulatand(scape].hroughpermaculturdesigrand
performancesSimonaand Danio attemptto weavea nurturing relationshipwith(in) the
bioregionaleathefvorld, to staywith the troublewhilecultivatingsituatedesponsebilities.
Over15yearsthe couplehavebeenearningo correspondvelbyreadingandinterpretinghe
bioregionatext of the weathemworld in anattemptto fit welwith(in)the morethanhuman
biomein whichtheylive.Theirpermaculturéesigrhadto corresponevith multiplesignsand
woundsof the bioregionalvorldlytext:the grasss keptshortbecauséhe areais fire-prone,
thepredominancef disdonthehillyandrockyterrainrequiresensiblenanagemendepleted
organicmatterrequiresrestoring,and imaginingfuture food-sourceand fuelsourceled to
creatingan emergingecologyof food forest.Readinghe worldly text, Simonaand Danilo
cultivatevhatvanDoorenetal.(2016)defineasartsof attentivenesshatis,amodeof paying
attentionto morethanhumanotherswhilecraftingameaningfutesponséor reinhabitinghe
worldwell

As SimonaandDaniloexplainedpneexamplef respondingvelbccurredvhenthey
tackleathe bioregionatisk of fire by introducirg herbivorousanimalsConsideringhe needs

1 Ampelodesiisoa large perennial grass family in the Mediterranean region. In this thesis | refentaathis pla
disawhich is how | came to know this grass in the bioregion of the Valley of S=eamal)
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and characteristicof many speciesdonkeys(Equusafricanuasinusseemedthe most
appropriateor the taskof grazingin this steepand unevenvalley.Thus,the two donkeys,
Dondolo and Giorgianawerebroughtin (seeFig. 1) The needsof humanswverecombined
with the need=f Dondolo andGiorgianaThe donkeysadaptedjuicklyto theirnewhome

grazingover extendedregetate@dreasvheredisas predominanbn the rocky terrainwhile

leavingheir preciousexcrementor the soilcommunitieso turn into humus:

My own becomingwith this bioregionalveathesvorld, in walkingin andthrougthis
textof the weathemvorld, wasprimarilya corporealmmersiorinto the land:sweatingheing
scratchetdy thespikydisafollowingthedonkeyssometimebeingfollowedby them,watching
the G R Q Nsehtteiexcremenacrosgheterrain,admiringthe changei vegetatioroverthe
passingeasonsattuningmy walkingto the rocky andsteepconditionsfeelingrelievedby a
windthatenteredhe gullywhilerestingwith DondoloandGiorgianan oneof theirfavourite
spots.

Togetherjn movingthroughthe landandbeingmovedby that fluid meshworkeach
of uswasbecomingwith thatland.In my corporeaklttunementvith the E L R Ruvdrlding,
walkingthroughthe pathspavedby Dondolo andGiorgianaon the steepterrain,recogrsing
the donkeyg -smell touchingandbeingtouchedby their haircoat,| wasslowlyunderstanding
othertharthumarrelationsn thebiome.l followedthe donkeysvhiletheygrazedn thedisa
whosefeatherylong stigmasould captureairbornepollenbroughtby the wind that entered
the valley.In onesuchbioregionabktoryof becomingwith, while walkingthroughthe rocky
terrainof thevalleyfeelingthe gustsof wind andwonderinghowthewind enterghevalley)
discoveredisadominatingonehilly sideof thevalleyThestigma®f thisgrassyegetabeing
weregentlymovedby thewind,promptingmeto furtherreadandinterpretthe bioregionalext
of the weathemworld by askinghow the wind entes the valley My own becomingwith-land
was initiated by the discoveryof this new (to me) vegetalspeciesas this plant became
particularlyrelevanin my attunementvith the patternsandrelationsat playin the Valleyof
Sagandt was mly laterthat! realsed disavasafavouritefood for the donkeysntroducedo
thesite.l observedheirongoingeturningof digesteglantsbackto thesoilbynoticingwhere
theywent whattheyate wheretheyrestedandbeinggreetedy themin theirfavouritespots.

| wasbecomingwith donkeysn theirbecomingwith land.

2 An original reflection on shaping the land through-tharehuman labours of the donkeys appeared in a paper
co-authored with Lepori (2020). The reflection written in this chapter is an enriched version of those initial
thoughts.
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| have been describingbioregionalbecomingsvith. As Wright (2014) affirms
‘becomingwith is aform of worldingwhichopensup the framesof whatregisterso usand
sowhatmattergo us(in partby recognisingvhatmattergo othersg (p. 279) For van Dooren
et al.(2014) suchrelationamultispecieso-becoming makesevidenta livelyworld in which
beingis alwaydecomingbecomings alwaydecomingZ L V{pK). Observingtouchingand
beingtouchedwalkingin andwalkingthrough affectingandbeingaffectedy theland:l was
affectivelyfeelingtheland.

In my own becomingwith this E L R U HaxkeatRegvovld,| cameto meetDondoloas
affectionatecuriousand a little clumsy.During my stay,Simonawasusinga herb extract
preparedrom localvegetatpecieso curedeepscratchesn hiskneethathe obtainedn the
rockyvalleyGiorgianas moreindependent kind of gentlebossandanescapartistif she
feelslike trespassingumanbordersBoth donkeydove carobqCeratongliqua)peargPyrus)
andfigs (Ficusaricagndsharea passiorfor the disaanddriedolivefoliage(O.europae@heir
actionwith(in) the landis part of a collaborativeshapingof the land(scapeAlthoughtwo
humangnitiatedthis processit is the donkeyswith their will, characteandpreferencesyho
shapdhelandastheymovethroughthe weathemvorld decidingvhatto eatwhereto goand
not go,searchindpr coolspotsin summein thedifferentmicroclimatesf the Valley.

TheinterspecierelationshifppetweersimonaandDaniloandDondoloandGiorgiana
isnotmerelyutilitarianit isacoexistence whichboth specieadjusto astorythatcontinually
unfoldsandevolvesHumanscanplantherelationshighrougha detailegpermacultureesign
in anattemptto respondvellbutit will beimpossibleo reducet to adescriptiveprescriptive,
binaryrelationbecausef the subjectivityof agencieslust like humanspakeyshavedesires
andbaddaysTheyfavoursweejuicyfood; theyhavefavaurite spotsin the valley theycanbe
obedienor rebellioudlt cangetmessyOnenighttheymightescapanddeciddo eatallthose
tastypeardghatwerealmostipe.DondoloandGiorgianananagé¢o trespasthe humanfences
of the grazingzones,n turn putting us into relationsof obligationsand responseabilities.
Agentichumansamongequallyagenticcollectivesof morethanhumansstayingwith the
troublecanbe messyStayingvith the bioregionatroublewelis anabilitythat doesnot offer
fixed solutionsfor smoothworlds An attemptto respondwellis aboutacknowledgingnd
acceptinghealterterritorialitiesmorethanrhumanworldmakingapabilitieandprojectsThe
shiftin perspectivevherehumansareneithemastersor stewardpresentswo challenge$i)
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to repositiorthehumann multispeciesommunitiesand(2)to admithat  GHJUODGEBOGVWHG -
landscapgsroduceour O LY H O (O&iriy R0GAL87).

The first can be addresseavith the multispeciespproachof ‘alterterritorialitiegt
proposedyvanDooren(2019)through ” D F F HtBaMhe@drldisnotoursto TV RIXWY -
orderunilaterallyto a particularvisionof howit §V K RKI@pG1-24).As earthlycreatures,
humanseedto continuallyguestiorandexperimentvith living with earthlyothersthatis, to
staywith thetroubleto ~ V \dlte@l@cesandhaveimpactsandideasabouthow thingsmight
E HyanDooren 2019 p.124).

Fig. 1.: Dondolo and Giorgiana amdigaStill fromDwellin@Krawczyk, 2022).

The seconcchallengesummasgedby % R O H Q@ #Hdthtdment that Z ldll live in
landscapesndlanguagethathold tracesf lost N L Q V §..73)\¢anbetendedthroughthe
ecocriticahpproaclof viewingworldlylandscapesstexts.Aslovino (2016explainsthrough
landscape$ Z Feadembodiedarrative®f sociabndpowerrelationsbiologicabalanceand
imbalancesndthe concreteshapingf spacederritorieshumanandnonhumanO L (pH3)L
For the blastedearthlyscapesWeBnveyrenewedpatiacodesit is necessamhatwoundsbe
transformednto V L J @Mgh canbe translatabland narratabl€lovino, 2016 p. 101).To
situatesuchperspectiveand trouble bioregionallythe land(scape)f the valleywasliterally
blasteecauserevious dwellers usdgnamiteexplosionso knockdownits rockypeakdo
createaflatareao buildtwo housedlt isinterestingo notehow R Q ékplbitativeagencygan
initiateare-inhabitingeffort of the otherslin thisbioregionatext,signsof woundsarewoven

with attemptgo correspondvell By weavinghe threadof the old kinshipbetweerhumans
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anddonkeyspPondoloand * L R U J Inidi@specdieselationshipvith SimonaandDanilocan
bereadasareshapingntheblastedandof theValleyof Sagana.

To dwell is to be an active correspondentDwelling in the land is an ongoing
communicativaeegotiationandstayingvith the troublecallsfor readingoetweerthe linesof
this multi-layeredworldly text within the weathemvorld. The introductionof Dondolo and
Giorgianaeducedhe dominancef disaandnewvegetasignscouldberead.Thisincluded
the growth of fungi on the decomposingxcrementsthe appearancef St - R K @oN
(Hypericuperforatufoy thefirst timein thevalleyandtheincreasegresencef wild oregano
(Origanurrulgare)

Stayingwith sucha bioregionatroublewelimeango readthe worldly text alongthe
linesof power,acknowledgingnherentand inescapabléictionsin lifedeathworlds. Such
reshapingf thelandthroughmultispecieperformancestill hingeonrelationof powerand
our humanviewsof how thislandshouldlook. Beingdwellersn the landmeansve cannot
escapenodificatiorandmanagemenstill,wecanaimto discoveunderlyingpowerrelations,
especiallthosethat supportthe currentcoupledAnthropoceneCapitalocenepoch.In other
words,we needto be honestaboutwho supportsvhomandat whatcost.Plumwood(2008)

argueshatasdwellersweare
Out of touchwith the materiatonditiotfscludingcologicanditionjatsuppoendenableurlives.
Losingtrackof themmeansnakingmoreandmoreexhaustingndunrealistidemand®n them,
andbeingdeludedaboutwho we andothersare.This meandosingtrackof the labourof others
thatsupportsour livesandthe labourandagencyf nature of earthothers (pp.1412142)
Theseare the shadowplaceselsewhesbere environmentabnd socialinjusticesmakeour
livelihoodshergpossible Keepingtrack of the laboursand labourersthat makeour lives
possiblefrom pollinatingmorethanrhumanbodiesthe waterwe areaboutto drink/useand
soilcommunitieatworkto achieveur food, demandsonestyandprovokesincannyethice
politicalquestios: How wouldtheworld look if the morethanhumanlaboursandlabourers
werevaluedor whattheyareactuallydoingfor u®ls suchaliveableandethicalworld possible
or evendesirable®or Hamilton (2015) to build this world, we needto expandthe current
definitionof labourunderthe AnthropoceneCapitalocene&Sheposesan ethicallydisturbing

question
Labour « iseverywher@side putsideaboveandundergroundWhatof thelaboursof the plants
andanimalghatareturnedinto food for humanconsumption Whatof thelabourf theonce
living,whos€dossilisedemain@reminedfor our energytdeedjn whatkind of politicaleconomy
couldthe sunbevaluedasalabourer(Hamilton 2015 pp.1852186)
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In reshapingheland,perceivingvhoisregeneratingghomandatwhatcostmattersDonkeys
keepthe grasdow for uswhile putting usinto relationsof obligationsandresponsabilities
with themandothermoretharthumanbodiesof thatland.Battiston{2017)proposeshatwe
defineand startseeingsuchmorethanhumanlabourersas comradespffering glimpsesof
possiblenultispeciesolidarityExpandingafeministcritiqueof reproductivéabourunderthe
currentcapitalistregimetowardsmorethanhumanlaboursand labourergjuestionsanimal
welfareandtheirrightsto compensatiofor theirwork. Thisnovelappreciatioof morethan
humanlabourersand their laboursgroundsus to think-with them and live-with them as
comrades apossiblduture,imaginingormsof resistancandsolidaritywith thenonhuman
realmsagainsthe coupledorcesof the AnthropoceneCapitalocene.

Defining Dondolo and Giorgianaas comradeds not just about a slight shift in
terminologylt is abouta novelpositioningtoward morethanhumanrealmsyepositioning
and reconsideringour implicationsand obligationsin the® lively relationalitieghrough
responsabilitiesHow wouldsuchaninterspecielationpossiblypereframedntheground?
In comradeshifoth sideghumarandnot) areat stakeandatrisk;if wecamotrespondwvell
thenthe burdenof work canbe overwhelmindor both sides! readthis speculativedeaof
fellowshipwith DondoloandGiorgianaasif theywerethereto live withusratherthansimply
forus. In this spaceour worlds constantlymeet/collide,careis groundedin curiosityand
becomingsandwe musthumblyaccepthat we cannotfully leavethe inherentanduneven
power relations.We cannot simply untanglethe processesf domesticationalthough
guestioningheseprocesseis vital for craftingbetteresponseabilitiefor animaginegossible
future.

It mayseenthatputtingDondoloandGiorgianao workfor usandthinkingaboutthe
relationshipvith themascomradess mutuallyexclusiveT hereis aburdenof labouronthem,
hencethe term “ E H Do¥ \B ¥ U G@Ei@ud 2013).But thereis alsoa burdenon human
inhabitantsn termsof labourin thatvalleyandaburdenof responsebilitiesandobligations
towardsdonkeysandthe livelymeshworlof theland.To be clearmultispeciesomradeship
does not signal cosy worlds groundedthrough only benevolentbecomings:frictions,
misunderstandingsmdcollisionsarisein suchalivelyrelationshipBut thinkingwith Dondolo
andGiorgianaascomradesndpositioningourselvesoward suchinterspecieselatiors and
relationshipasmorethanhumarfellowsin reshapinghevalleydrawsusclosetto interspecies
correspondencét ground usamongsituatecheedsin-betweermrmeeting/collidingvorlds,in
anattemptto understandvhatmattergo themandhow this combinesith our worldmaking

projectan thismessyharedvorldin common.
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Wearenot ableto fully leavethe unevergroundin sucha powerrelationshig weput
themtherein thefirst placeaccordingo ourvisionsYet,in livingwith them,in attemptingo
craft bettesituatedresponseabilities thereare glimpsesf correspondingvelland creating
possibilitiesor Dondolo andGiorgianan pursuingheir own projectswhengrazinghrough
the valley.Theywerehelpingto reshapehat lively meshworkyettheyweredoingit at their
own morethanhumanpaceandwith their preferenceef whatspecieso eat,whereto rest,
andhowto shapethe land.In turn, theyweremuddlingour visionsof how we imaginethat
landto be,inevitablytangledwith the inextricabilityof interspeciegelationghatareunequal,
uneasyndmessy gettinginjuredanddemandingare gscapingvhenevetheydecide.

As for our bioregionatesponsabilitieswe often delightedhe donkeyswith organic
kitchenleftoverswe knewthey enjoyedand Simonacured ' R Q G R9orRtehedkneewith
locallyharvestedherbs.Oncethe carobpots wereripened Danilo advisedisto sharesome
with the donkeysbut not too manyasthat would be unhealthyfor them.In late summer,
hundredsof organicstrawbalesarrived as fodder for the winter months from the local
agriculturec-op, Cooperatikgricol&aldibellavhosepastavehadbeeneatingn pastmonths.

SimonaandDanilohopethe donkeysanagepeacefullyandtheywill beableto assist
them Buttheyarecleathatthisgoedeyondheirethicsandwillingnessasweneedo consider
theirweightof roughly300kgwhentheywill not beableto move Whenthetimecomesthey
hopeDondoloandGiorgianaandieserene/yperhapsn apartof thevalleyfar awayfrom the
housesotheirbodiescanre-enterthe cycleof thematter.To sumup thisbioregionastory,as
Simonaold me,if theywerenot usingthe G R Q Nathaow thentheywouldbereliantupon
machinesiungryfor fossilfuels.

3.2Compositithmougtiecompositismexperiencavgkwartbgetherness.

WhenDondoloandGiorgianarenotin thegrazinggones eitherbecausduringsomeparts
of theyearthereis not enoughfood for them,or theyescapeandyoufind themunderyour
windowduringthe night® theyaretemporarilyputin ashelterDaniloconstructedhe shelter
adjacento an old gebbj&icilianfor an artificialcisternto storewaterfor irrigation,using
recoveredimberfrom adisuseahurch.No wasteaspermaculturguidelinesay(Holmgren
2002).The gebbimasbuilt by the previousgnhabitantof the valleyandSimonawith Danilo,
in adoptinganothempermaculturguidelingo observaandinteracin readingheland,attempt
to fit synergisticallyith this presencel heyplanto repairthis gebbianddirectall the roof

waterfrom the househere enactinganothempermaculturguidelingo catchandstoreenergy.
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Oneof thegebbidallsservessthe V K H Qvalll Bindthié practiceadoptsafurtherguideline
to useedgesandvaluethe marginal.
Transportingall the accumulatedxcrementrom the sheltetook us manyhours.We

directed the wheelbarrowsto a strategiclocation between another gebbiawith the

phytodepuratingeedsg Phragmitasstrafsandthe adjacenearthworkpondwherereeds filter
the KR X'V H & @a@AVielocatiorwaswarmenougho heatthe compospilebut shaded
by adjacentall pinetrees(PinusSylvestriiringthe hottesthoursof the V X P P Haly These

livelysignsof the previousnhabitantgrovidedthe correctamountof bothlightandshaddo
startthe activatiorof thecompostandthe purifiedhouseholdvaterwasusedto activateand
regulatehe composisedrig.2)

My bioregionaktory of becomingwith donkeysemphasiss vitality, affirmativeand

positivelychargedecomingwith, presenting neatconvivialitywith companiorspeciesBut
stayingvith the troubleis messydonkeysscapehe intentionafencesnot justbecaus¢hey
cannotfind enougtfood,but sometimebecaustheygetbored.andyoufind themunderyour
windowon a pitch blacknight awoken byhe soundof theirhoovesStayingvith thetrouble
producesincannyeelingsandrelationsAlongthesdinesGinn et al (2014 askusto consider
" K Rrdultispecie$lourishingworkswhenthe creaturesareawkwardwhentogetherness
difficult, when vulnerabilityis in the making,and deathis at K D Q(f (114). How does
multispecieBourishingvorkwhentogetherneds experiencedith thelifedeatrof acompost
pile?How doest workwhenfor life to happentherehasto bedeath®henflourishingsalso
aboutdecaying?

Stayingvith thetroublethroughthe practiceof compostinghiftsthe conviviainotion
of becomingwith companiorspeciesoward an awkwardlourishingof lesscompanionate
speciesStayingvith thehot compospile pullsusinto relationsvith theenvironmentwith the
ethealongnot easilyidentifiableboundarieof clean/dirty,life/death, flourishment/decay,
waste/resourcel he flourishingis awkwardbecausét producesn me an uncannyfeeling
relatingto critterswe cannotsee invisibleyet vibrant crittersthat may disgustus but are
fundamentafor the life processe®f the biosto keepunfolding. Awkward also because
processesf decayanddecompositiorthat might repulseus arefundamentato otherswho
live andkeepthe newcompositiorunfoldingsothatlife canflourish.

Danilo describeshe compostrecipesimply the threemaincomponentaremanure,
strawor anycarbonousnaterialandclayistsoil. Otheringredient@areneededo activatehe
fermentationthat happensn the processof transformationBeeryeastor sourdoughijf

availablezanserveasastarterfor organismghattransforntheorganianatterOur bioregional
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recipeusedslightlyfermentedhoneyfrom ' D Q L & Rr\hisservedasaninitialfood for the
organismgo begintheir reproductiorand digestthe whole compostmassDuring the first
daysthetemperatureeache$0degree€elsiusHighertemperaturearenot advisablasthat
cankill theverylife thatcreatedt.

Turningthe pile servedo mix the ingredientand maintainthe desiredemperature.
Otheringredientsn this particularecipeareashandcrumbledcharcoalAsh addsmineral
componentsfrom the alkalineearth metals and the cavitiesin the charcoalhost the
microorganism&notheringredientforestlitter,adddocalmicroorganismt® therecipeand
for thefibrouspart,we usedall the cookecherbsfrom the distillation$

We cannotforget aboutthe elementof waterasthe microorganismseeda fluid
environmento flourish and carryout their activitiesWithout enoughwater life doesnot
happen.Too muchandthe pile cangetcloggedandthe lackof oxygentriggersanaerobic
processed-or compositionto happen,de.compositionis necessaryn the hot pile, the
togethernessf carbonnitrogenwaterair createsonditionsfor the microorganismt break
downtheorganianatterDependingn thestagef thede-compostingprocessnesophilior
thermophilidbacterigdakeover.During the mesophilistagethe decompositioiis carriedout
by mesophilianicroorganismsyhereasvith the rising temperatudeiringthe thermophilic
stagethedecompositiois carriedout by mesophiliorganism®ependingn the bioregional
conditionsdifferentactinobacteriwill be responsibléor breakinglownbark.Fungiareused
for breakingdownwoodymateriathatbacteriawill not. Protozoafeedon fungiandbacteria
androtifiers® neamicroscopi@nimal$ helpcontrolpopulation®f bacteriandprotozoans
(Lowenfels Lewis 2010).

Cuomo(2002)proposesan ethicof flourishing ~ W Ki@uasthe dynamiccharmof
living beingsand V\V W Mihwaan ecologicalfeminist perspectivecommitted ~ WtRe
flourishingor wellbeing,of individualsspeciesand F R P P X Q (p\W¥,62).Wijih the more
thanhumancommunitiesntrinsicallypoundup with humanbodiespur life, our economies,
livelihoodsandinterestsamorethanhumarflourishings contributoryfor humarflourishing.

Think aboutthe maturecompostpile thatwill serveasa life-enhancingubstratdor the food

3 Simona practices steadrherb distillation to obtain essential oils using vegetal species gathered in the Valley of
Sagana. The aspect of walking through the valley and gathering the herbs, with the early stages of the distillation
process, are documented in the Blwelling could not assist the distillation process and give it relevant time and

reflection because, due to the weah & UO G-V FRQGLWLRQV GLVWLOOLQJ WKH KHUEV F
work in the apiary. Simona asked me to document the initialiolispllatess in my film by letting her use the

GoPro camera strapped to her body.
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forestthatwill providethehumannhabitantsvith energyiood andmedicingandotherspecies
with refugia.Think aboutthe morethanthumanbiota inside our gut contributng to our
flourishing.Yet, asexploredfurther, flourishingis inevitablypoundedby mortal relatedness

(Harawa)2013) Flourishingvorldsarelifedeathworlds.

Fig. 2.: Danilo stirring compost. Still frbmellingKrawczyk, 2022).

Flourishingorovidesuswith anideaof growth,vitalityandvigorousdevelopmentor
life to flourish theremustbe energyfor life to flourish therealsomustbe death Flourishing
alwaysnvolvesactsof death,evenviolenceandkilling. Multispecie$lourishingdependon
diverseentanglementsn the earthlyscapegconomiesand livelihoodsthrough multiple
bioregionatroubles.Followingthe ecologicafeminist perspectivalemand honestyabout
shadowplacessociabndenvironmentahjusticejn turndemandingo askwhoflourishesand
at whatcostfor whom.As Ginn et al.(2014)write, we cannotview flourishingasa gentle

reactiorto the (bio)politicabdministratiomf biosbecausé:
Alwaysinvolvesa constitutiveviolenceflourishingdoesnot imply an “anythinggoegireefor-all,
but requireghatsomecollectiveprosperatthe expensef others.Thisperspectiveequiresisto
see nonhumansnot alwaysas victims, nor humans(or more accuratelygeographicalland
historicallyspecifiqgroupsof humansasperpetratorgp. 115)
Flourishingvith thecompospileis aboutstayingvith thetrouble wherethe outcomesrenot
alwayssure,responsabilitiesarisefrom closeattentionto the worlding,wherefor life to
flourish wemustacceptleathdecayanddecompositior-lourishingviththe $ QW KURSRFHQH -V

trouble?® that is, the injusticesinflicted to earthly bodies® demandsthat we continually
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guestiorwho liveswelandwho dieswellBut stayingwith the troubledoesnot offer universal
solutionspnly partialbioregionatesponses.

Stayingvith the hot compostpile mademereflectthatit wouldbe betterto think of
life anddeathlessdualisticallypot asconflictingoppositesut asunfoldingprocessesf the
biosThe awkwardnessf togethernestroughcomposiwith(in) multispecieandelemental
entanglementss that the processe®f decayand life are drawntogetherin the act of
decompositiorMorethan-humanandmultispeciesrritingshaveunveiled the complexinter
weaving®f humansandnonhumansn sodoingtheyhavetendedo emphasizeo-presence,
vitality,and affirmativewaysof § E HEZ Q\M&inp et al.2014 p.114).But stayingwith the
troublein ahotcompospileisacrossspecieandcrosselementattemptatalesscomfortable
andneatconvivialitythatis not freefrom conflictor evenprocessesf killing.Of courseit is
not anintentionakilling but anindirectandawkwardne.In assemblinthe pile andcreating
justtheright conditionswe ensureghat somelifeformsthrive andflourishat the expensef
otherlifeformsandelements.

Compostingis anothermultispeciegale to be woven with the elementsWe are
interferingn ametaboligprocesnto intraspecieandintraelementalelationsdy creatinghe
right conditionswhereflourishingfor somelife occursat the expensef another.In a hot
compostpile,life anddeathareentangledenactegndultimatelyclashsothatlifedeathagain
can unfold in the processe®f biosDecompositionhappensall aroundus, and without
decomposeydife would not flourish. Stayingwith the trouble with the hot compostpile
composesand decomposethe " L Q HV Fito8tkesdD kterdependentH [ L V W KPQig H V
2012 p.197).

As Simonaold me,oneof themainbenefitof havingmoreorganianatterin the soil
isits capacityor waterretentionThesoilbecomefikeaspongeableto absorltheyearlyrains
andstorethemamonghe sackof roots.Compostings anactof caringfor soilcommunities
thatinvolveshumblerecognitiorthatus the humancarerdepend®n the V R alfityfo take
careof multiplemorethanhumanprocessesitalto morethanjustherexistenc@uig 2017).

Compostis soitin-the-making the breakingdown of organicmattercombinedwith
andthroughthe elementatommunitiesCompostingin turn,compostour Westerrthinking
becausgsJoneg2019xsuggestscomposisamultispeciesyclingof nutrientsandenergya
paradignof circularitythat standsn clearcontrasto reductionistunilinearW K L Q8. Z)Q J
Stayingvith the compostpile decomposesot justthe neatandacceptedualistidooundaries.
It alsodisplacesvhoweare:to discovetthatdecompositioms anothercompositionandthat

humansarealsomadeout of compost ~ ,amacompostist, not aposthumanL V(jgV 161) as
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declaresdaraway(2019. In a hot compostpile,in thinkingwith the trouble,we aremoving

towardsavisionof who we alwayandalreadgre,not just philosophicallyput alsomaterially:
"~ Z Hreallcompostnot SRV W K (KHRrBway2015 p.161).To unpackhisriddle,accepting
thatwe arecompostistsmeanghatweareof the Earthmateriallyit entailsrealsing thatwe

havealwayalreadgeenmoretharthuman ~ L §ympoietidanglingjn ecologicagévolutionary
developmentaarthyworldingand X Q Z R U QHGraw@ayP@16 p.97).Acceptinghatweare

compostists philosophicallyyn my own readingof Harawayand how | envisionbeinga

compostist, is to questionand challengehe deeplyembodiedhumanexceptionalisnand

WesterndualismsTo unpackit further, beinga compostist differs from beingthinking a

posthuman transhumanistdrawng on anthropocentric humanism and advocahg

transcending/enhancitige humancondition

Letus staygroundedvith the hot compostpilein the Valleyof Sagana&ompostings
not merelyaboutrelating it is aboutexperiencingwkwardtogethernesgAbrahamssoi&
Bertonj 2014). Composingvith Gaiathroughthe practiceof compostingffersatimespace
to do “F R P S8R WL(Mbtahamsso& Bertonj 2014 p. 127),involvingdifferentmore
thanhumanexistenceandprocessestnawkwardogethernessyherethe companionsnight
be lessvisiblebut neverthelesgibrant. Compostpoliticsis a togethernessf growth,decay,
life, deathwastefood, metaboliprocessefipurishingandkilling.Stayingvithacompostand
thusbeinga compostist, opensspacdor emergingvorldingsandthe ethedut alsoinherent
frictionsof mortalrelatedness.

Compostingnvolveslabour:for humanand nonhumanparts.We must createand
maintainthe right conditionsWhenwe setup the pile andactivatethe right conditionsthe
compostlife might be vulnerabldo our lackof understandindailureor neglectCompost
politicsconcerrrelationghatgo beyondchumansvho arein controlandnonhumansvho are
beingcaredfor or neglectedT he desiredogethernesiringsmorethanhumanelementgo
startthe processvhereorganicsubstancearebrokendown. The right amountof carbonis
fundamentaflor the energythatproduces heahroughmicrobialoxidation.Therightamount
of nitrogenwill allow the growth and reproductionof the organismghat will oxidisethe
carbonOxygerisfundamentdior the carboimn thedecompositioprocessrl herightamount
of wateris necessaitp maintairtheongoingactivitywithoutthe problemselatedo anaerobic
conditiongn thepile.

The hot compostpile had to be attendeddaily. The morning routine involved
becomingwith compostgrabbinghe fork andturningthe pile over,eyeson the composto

seethe changingonditionsoverthe dayshandsput insideto checkwhetherit is too cold or
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too hot. Overtimewemightbecomettunedo whatis happeningnsidethe pile. To compost
is alwaydo composiwith, thusrecogreing the morethanhumanagencieand thinking of
ourselvesas facilitatorsin this morethanthumanprocessThis is the awkwardflourishing
offeredby composting experiencingpgethernessheremaintenances up to us,but where
wecannotcontroleverything stayingwith thetrouble.

It wasinterestingo wakeeverymorningduringtheinitialphase®f the compostand
run to the pile.1 lookedforwardto theseencountershow hadit changed7o attendto it
corporealhandturnit overwasamassivgob: acarefullyskilledpracticeof mergingursenses
with corporealmovementsso the compostbody could continueits processAlaimo (2016)
invitesusto think of pleasurasethicalwhere” S O H D \ppatti€eEn@ybipenup thehuman
selfto formsof kinshipandinterconnectiowithnonhumanQ D W(X 8Dwith ethicakction
arisingrom ourownsituatednessithinabiggesthanusworld.This is sayingwiththetrouble,
truly, fully, opento contaminationsto the naturein us, aroundus and through us, as
transcorporeaubject®of the breathindivingbodyof the biggesthanusworld. After all, we
areallcompostists Amidtheruinsof theAnthropocene& D S L W DdarkeEdtb@yteight
stillhopefor somekind of joy (Morton, 2016.

3.3FoodoresA livelgxerciseimaginatiamdhope.

Stayingviththetroubleisalscabout” U H G Rvaysp livi@ganddyingattunedo still possible
finite flourishingstill possibleU H F X S H(H@awdyR (Bp. 10).As such the compostpile
will benourishmentor the nurseryof seedlingor thefood forest.Fromdecompositiomew
compositiorwill beenacted.

In the Valleyof Saganaa cool andshadyplaceis providedby tall pinesplantedby
previous human inhabitants,a multilayeredstory of morethanhuman spatiality and
temporalitythe food forest.As Hemenway2009)explainsn his permaculturguide,” HD F K
plantischoserfor therolesthatit will playwhetherfor food, wildlife habitatherbalmedicine,
insectattractionsoil E X L O (p..7RAgSIimonaold us,the aimis to designandfavouran
autonomougcosystenm suchawaythathumaninterventiorwill not beneededfterthefirst
yearof care.Suchcreatedood forestoffers manyproductsfood, forage wood, medicinal
plantsandfood for nonhumarspeciedt is adesignedorestwherethe speciesarearranged
accordindgo multiplelevelsbigtreesmediuntreesshrubsherbaceouglantscoveringlants,
cropswith roots,vinesanda layerof fungi(seerig. 3). The biodiversityof a designedood
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forestis not aboutthe numberof speciesntroducedbut the meshof relationshipgsamong
them.

Thefood forestis animaginativexercisén readingheland,whichinvolvespractices
of hope.As animaginativeexerciseit involvesreadingthe signsof the E L R Radriding,
becomingknowledgeablim the bioregionatonditionsof the weathemworld, understanding
the patterns/relationgand how to fit synergisticallyith the newrelationsn mind. For the
humandesignerthis imaginingalsoinvolvesenvisioningvhatfood could be gatheredwhat
medicineencounteredndhow the energycouldbe used Creatingafood forestdemandsn
inventivenessf theimaginatioralongsidadaptabilityo the etheaf the E L R U HabHdRNQ -V
with morethanhumantemporabndspatiakcales.

In the Sagan#ood forest thetall pinesprovideshadedo protectthe seedlingghe soill
conditionsareadaptabléo selectedpecieshesamdor thebioregionalveathevorld.Weare
practisingmaginationenvisionindiow the vegetaspeciesvill growoverthe decadesandwe
adapto theconditionsn situ,to growtogethemwhileengaginwith temporabndspatiaframes
thatgo beyondhe humanones.Yet, therearelimits aswell,both for ourimaginatiorandthe
food | R U He&bWgivagrowth,givenby the ethedy the E L R Rvartdingin this bioregional
weatheworld.

Theidentifiedepicentrdor the food forestwasa point with pinetreestallerthan 10
metrescreatingdifferentandmuchfreshemicroclimatérom therestof thevalleySome of
thevegetaspeciegncountereh thatspacencludeamassivejuantityof disathornybroom
(Calicotorapino¥aushbroom (Spartiujunceuyktalianbuckthorn(Rhamnuaaternysnda
nurseryf oakgQuercpandhollyoaksQuerciley, sproutingcontinuallyhankso themore
thanhumanlabourof the Eurasianays(Garruluglandariuthat burythe acornsThereis an
ethicalhpproactio timein readinghe signsof the bioregionalext,identifyingheplacevhere
the pineswereplanteddecadeagothroughthe hardlabourof creatingsustainingtonewalls,
takingtimeandenergyo designplantandattendto thegrowingfood forest knowingthatthe
literalfruits of yourworkwill bloomin futuredecadegoingbeyondhetimeof yourownlife-
spanThereis anabilityto respondo the bioregionatextof the weathemworld by readingts
pastandpresensignsanabilityto weavea continuity of this respondinglthroughplanting
thefood forestandinto the futurethatgoespastour own humarnlives.

Chestnut¢CastangandhazekreesCorylysaccompanieldy coveringplantslike wild
strawberrieg)avebeenplantedn the epicentreT he exercis®f imaginationn the desigrof
theupperlevelof tall treesis underwayAs SimonaandDanilotold me,theylike to taketime

to observandinform. Simonavisuakesherselfin thefuturefood forest,enteringandpicking
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medicinaplants.envisioninglantssuitablgor the honeybeesncorporatinghisimagination
with the possibledesign.The future food forestwill spreadover two slopes.The weather

Z R U éditibnon thenorthernsidewill suitchestnuteandhazelnutsyhereashesouthern
sidewill tendtowardscarobalmondrreegPrunuamygdajusndothersthatpreferdry andhot

conditions.

SimonandDaniloreadthe signsof theland(scapedheyinterpretedhemandreplied
to themin the form of a designthat requiresmaginingwith morethanhumanspatialand
temporalgualitiesEnactingsuchimaginingoy addingnewlayersof plantsto the food forest
systemmeansengagingvith hope.ln wateringhe seedlings the hot summerandmoving
throughthe soft tapestryof fallenpineneedles, came tounderstandhopeasan embodied
feeling® hopethatotheralternativevorldmakingrojectsarepossibleandarebeingpractced.
Morton (2010)eflectson a moreencompassingcologicatlimensionthe ecologicathought
crossingperspectiveslisciplineandevenbodiesFor Morton (2010) howevelimportantthe
issuesf globawarmingandourrelationgo nonhumarworlds,ecologysmoreencompassing
asit:

Hasto do with love,loss,despairandcompassiorit hasto do with depressioandpsychosidt
hasto do with capitalismandwith whatmightexistaftercapitalismlt hasto do with amazement,
openmindednessndwonderlt hasto dowith doubt,confusiorandscepticismt hasto do with
conceptof spacaandtime.lt hasto do with delight beautyuglinessdisgustirony,andpain (p.
2)
Ecologyalsochasto dowith hope Hopethattheseedlingaeplantedwill thriveovertheseason
andwill notdependon our help.Hopethatthe grazingdlonkeysarelimitingthefire risk.Hope

thatthewatercyclewill continuethroughthe bioregiorandoffer usautumnrainsHopeas
An ongoingeffort to cultivatine conditionsfor abetterfuture « asawork of carefor the future.
Muchmorethanananticipatiorof or asimpledesirefor acominggood,hopeis aneffort to care
for thatpossibilityin committed practicabndsituatedvays(vanDooren 2019 p.209)

In the Valleyof Saganave compostedplantedandattendedo the food forest workedwith
thedonkeygo limit thefire risk engagewvith the plantinessf thereedsandtheirsympoetic
capabilitiego purify the water.This feelingmaybe chargedwith utopianthinking, not as
longingfor the impossiblgerfectworld, but one involvinghonestyabout * xapacityto be
criticalof presentsocialarrangementandto creativelymaginealternativeioweveltbriefly
and V X S H U | (Garfdip20181p.9).
Hopefullnesssaslipperyandriskyground After all,therearealreadyhoseproposing

a ~ KR S Hfuki@ wa a ‘Good Anthropocenglinvolving massivegeoengineeringrojects
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within an ecomodernistuture (AsafuAdjaeet al, 2015 Fremaux 2019 Hamilton 2016).
Corverselywe are offered alternativeworldmakingprojectsthrough different forms of

utopiandystopiarthinkingpractice.

Fig. 3.:ClosXS Rl WKH IRRG IRUHVW - DwEIRMMMANRBKRIPHU 6WLOO IURP

Neo-primitivistshopefor acollapsingivilisationandaspirgo regressiotowardsnore
primitive andwild conditions supposedlynspired bya Palaeolithiandegalitariamodelas
opposedo the Neolithicand hierarchicapatriarchaform of agriculturalisniZerzan 1994,
2005) Corverselyaccelerationisnrgegherapacioumtensificatiorof capitalisnibecausthe
wayout of capitalisms to embracaet fully, stokeandacceleraté into overdrive(Mackay&
Avanessian2014 Noys 2014).Others engagen a hopefull imaginingof the charming
Anthropocendy reversinghe disenchantmemtf thelastcentury(Buck 2015) They look to
thereinhabitativeractice®f the bioregionamovemen{Berg 1978 Berg 2013 Berga&nd
Dasmann2014)theradicabptimismof solarpunKuturesimaginingapositiveandcollective
yetto-comeworld (Wagne& Wieland 2017),andthe variouslandmanagemerdpproaches
throughpermaculturdesignHolmgren 2002 Mollison 1988).

$ Q W K U R SiebadifRdtixth massextinction,is not a hopefull moment Yet, as
Ginn (2015pbserves’it demandskind of depressingedemptioncealizinghatthequestion
is not howto continuepresentwvaysof life, but the deeperchallengef craftingnewwaysto
respondvith honoranddignityto unrulyearth | R U K4351)
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Kirksey(2014)invites usto groundhopein livelyfigures of the sharedmorethan
humarnworld, asthis “ L O O X Rhe QoBswiilifi®shatareemergingn aneraof extinctionand
widespreadcologicaF K D (pl 204).In attendingo the saplingsn the food forestuntil the
autumnrains,| wasgroundingthis hopein the lively protagonistof this nonhumanand
elementamultilayeredstory. Stayingwith the food forest,designingsuchemergingcology,
andnurturingandplantingthe saplingss a lively projectandan exercisén the cultivationof
bioculturahopeandresponsabilities.

Practisingny hopeswith thesdlivelyfiguresthe bioregionatrossspeciegndcross
elementacommunitiesof the O D Qr@shwvorkgroundsme literally with(in) the ELRPH -V
worlding,with(in) the etheal he Valleyof Sagangroundedmein awayin whichpractising
bioculturalhopewasaboutnot forgettingour interdependenciegth the largerbody of the
earth.

In attendingo the saplingsn thefirst stagesf thefood | R U Hifg, Wivashopingfor
the autumnrains.But stayingwith the troublemeangealisinghe effectof climatechanges
thatthe weatherZ R U &yBesswe know themmaychangelrasticallyl' hus the possibility
of ‘cominggooducoexistswith doom and gloom or apocalyptimarrativesWe areliving
throughanepochof collapsethesixthmassextinctiongclimatechangethe Anthropocenethe
Capitalocenareall everydayealitiesWe areinhabitantdn the Z R U Golectivecollapsing
performanceWe arethe collapsingvorld. Personally, am not impactedasimmediatel\as
humanandnonhumarothersin differentbioregionf the world. However, athe world is
compriseaf interconnection$,am,andweare compostistsaffectecoy multitudesof losses.
Ecologicathoughtis abouthope,it is aboutexperiencinthe collapsingerformanceandit is
aboutmourningthesdosses.

Againstthis senseof tremendousloss,| engagedwith practicesthat demand
imaginatiorandcultivationof bioculturahope:composimakinggcreating thefood forest,and
designinghe grazingareagor the donkeysUnderlyinghesdormsof hopefulnesareallthe
tensionandfrictionsof mortalrelatednesgyysandsorrowsandhingingpowerrelationghat
areconsequentlghargedvith diversevisionsof howthisworld could/shouldbe.

Stayingvith the troubledemand$iumility.It demandsecognisinghatit is not up to
us Thewindthatenterghe valleymighthelpthe pollination althoughtoo muchof it maybe
destructiveo our plans.Somespeciesnayfind refugein the food forestand flourish, which
may affect this emergingecologyin a way that is not desirablefor us. Summoningthe
bioregionaéthethatremindusnot everythingevolvesaroundusmeanghatamidour grazing

practicedire canstill getinto thefood forest.But let usremainhopeful.

61



3.4Landasa bundlefresporshkilitieOnmultispediesurgeacenllyingvithreeds.

Theterm "Plantationocenavascoinedto graspthe anthropocentriandcapitalocenitorms

of destructiv@ppressiomowardsvegetabeingslt pointstowardsanarrayof humancentred

and organsed forests,pasturesand farms designedas extractiveand exploitativeforms of
humanandnonhumanrabour,hingingon the logicandlogisticsaarrangingnoderneconomic
systemsgcologiesndsociakelationgHarawaytal, 2015).3 O D Q W D WdgR ,QutafhetQ H -V
through ~ S O D Q &udodidsRiQstriatechnologiestateandimperialgovernancerojects,
andcapitalisimodesof D F F X P X QIBiMg PR Ppu53) endangermultispeciesiveability.
Withinthesimplifiedecologyof the Plantationocenegingsiotrecogrsedasassetarewiped

out. As Tsing(2017explains

Where humanwaysof life are sustainedacrossgenerationsit is becausehey have aligned
themselvesvith the dynamicsof multispeciesesurgencelhe conversds equallytrueZand an
urgentmessagéor our times.Whereresurgencés blocked,more terrible ecologiegake over,
threatenindjveability (p. 51)
Practisindiopewith the livelyfiguresof theemergenécologyof thefood forestis grounded
in multispeciesesurgencehatis,the ~ U H P DaNl liv€abldandscapethroughthe actionsof
many R U J D Q(I31g Q17 p.51).It isaresurgencef manymultiplerelationghatmake
theforestpossiblehumanandmoretharthumanA food forestis aresurgenceesultingrom
thework of manyorganismsegotiatingvertime andspaceworkingtowardsa crossspecies
andcrosselementameshworksupportingheir lives Eurasianaysstashacornan theground
andprovidea nurseryof seedlingsyind entersthe valleyand helpspollinatedisaand other
vegetalspeciestall pines provide shadeand a specific microclimatewhile their needles
decomposen the groundandfeedthe soilcommunitiesandmyceliurmetworksdecompose
to cyclethenutrients.

AsDanilomademereflectthefood forestin theValleyof Saganeaprojectof cross
specieandcrosselementalesurgenciatalsooffersarefugeFoodforestoffer whatis often
referredto as ecosystenservicesand functionsbeyondthe onesusedby humansDanilo
explained thaguchemergenécologycreates thrivingsystenfor allthe beingghatpopulate
this variedenvironmentvith differentmicroclimateandnichesThroughthe desigrof such
emerginggcologywe shouldthink transversallgboutthe webof life, favouringnot justplant
speciedut thinkingaboutanimalsaswell. SimonaandDanilo will incorporatenestingooxes
of differenttypessincehetreesdo notyetcontainanyusabléollowsTheideaisto inviteand
creataefugespaces$or thegreatit (ParusnajorandthetreecreepefCerthigamiliarjsspecies
thatoccupydifferentnicheswithinthe | R U KXoMIngécologySeekingefugetheywill then

62



look throughthe forestfor food for their brood,resultingasDaniloaddsjn athickerwebof
life with the possibilityof reducinghepeakf so-calledparasitespeciesl hefood forestwill
bearefugeandastablesourceof food for thosespeciesoo.

AsHaraway2015mournfullyconfirms,” U L dditeearthisfull of refugeedjuman
and not, without U H | X(3.H&0).Stayingwith the food forestis aboutcultivatingutopian
thinking,creativelymaginingreparativalternativeso the logicof the Plantationocend&he
bioregionaknow-howembodiedyy suchdesigrereateplacebasedioculturarefugigBarthel
et al, 2013).Thesephysicalplacesserveas bioregionaimosaicswithin the anthropogenic
earthlyscape$or crossspeciessheltersthat serve as generators/holder®f biocultural
knowledgeand experiencef the practicalaspect®f creatingsuchemergingecologySuch
utopianthinking groundedn bioregionaknow-howandlivelyfiguresisanattempto respond
wellto craftresponsabilitiesowardgpartialresurgencandrecomposition.

In theValleyof Sagananothetivelyprojectinvolvesnanymultispecieandelemental
actors.The Valleyof Saganaratefullyreceivesain but is alsoveryarid hence the water
recyclingprojectwasborn. The most recentresultis the earthworkof a pond with the
phytodepuratiorsystemThis wasshapedy recyclingthe debrisof the houserenovation.
Domestigyreywateis redirectedo anotherold gebbjavhichwasplantedwith reedg§Phragmites
australighat actasaerobidilters. Purified,the waterthenfills the irrigatingtank;its surplus
flowsinto the smallearthworkpond (seeFig.4).

The term ‘earthworku commonly meansa changein the morphologyof the
land(scapelisuallyof anthropogenioriginwith negativecosystemiffectsHoweverwithin
a permaculturatlesign the term can be overturnedto signifya body of land that works
synergisticallyith the multiplerhythmsof the earth andnot againsthem.The pondis an
earthworkof the O D @y@&pdietiddecominga comingtogetherof humanandmorethan
humanactorsThe pondwaterisusedor the Q X U \pkakith&tonedaywill betransplanted
in the food forest,wherethe donkeydDondolo andGiorgianaarealreadygrazingmunching
on disaandothervegetabpeciedeavingheir preciousexcremenbehind,andsympoetically
helpinghehumansvhilecreatingatnemergenecologyMeanwhilethecreate@arthworkpond
fills with waterandattractanorebeingsThrough O D Q@& pW¥etibecomingsaringactivities
flow throughthisland Likethenonhumarcaringof thedonkeysgrazingandkeepinghegrass
low, thereedsaretakingcareof the greywatethathumangendto considexwasteHousehold
greywateprovidesnutrientsfor the microorganismtatlive in the U H Hdgtgandon their
leafylitter. As Simonaadds,almostall the cleaningletergentsreselfproducedwith locally

harvestealiveoil andwoodashfrom the stove.The greywateis depuratedhroughadouble

63



processT he first eliminateghe oils, fats and heavyparticlesbeforethe watergoesinto the
phytodepuratiorstructureln sucha systemthe commonswampreedscreatea favourable
environmenfor aerobidbacteriaby bringingoxygento the rootsthat candecomposall the
so-calledpollutantsn thewater.

Humans taking care of their greywaterare sharing the responsibilityof its
transformationRespondingvelthroughthedesigreffort, Simonaand ' D Q L @bRut&bwater
doesnotbecomeproblemandis convertednto resurgencegefugefor multispeciebveability,
andresourcdor other beingsThe yearbeforemy fieldworkin the valley,the frogs started
chantingn lateMarch.Overthe courseof threeyearsthe smallpond hasbecomearelevant
multispecieandelementaimeetingpoint. Its revitalisedvateris inhabitedby backswimmers
(Notonectijlaadtreefrogs(Hylaintermedjamongmanyothers.Theslimyedge®f the pond
arevisitedby the D S L hadheyWdeegApis mellifeyahat seekparticularnutrientsfor their
gastrointestindract. Dragonflies(Anisopteraare attracted thus regulatinghe numberof
insectghat couldinfestthe olive treesor the food forest.As Danilo explainsdragonfliesare
huntersbothin theirlarvagunderwaterdndadult(aerialphasesandthe otherinsectwill be
affectedby thisemergingredatoipreyecologyFor Simonapermacultures awayto connect
with andrelateto differentelementsn the systema wayof weavingelationshipsa wayto
respondwvell

Becomingwith DondoloandGiorgianan theirbecomingwith landwasonething,but
becomingwith reedsn their worldmakingcapacitieslashedvith my possibilitiesasa more
thanhumanethnographeandasa humanbeing.How doesonebecomewith vegetabeings?
DonkeysareacosyallianceA hotcompospileis moreawkwardHow doesonemakekin with
reeds?AsvegetaphilosopheMarder(2013humblywarns ~ W Kislittlé-doubtthatthesense
of the world from the animal)et alonethe vegetalstandpointemaingnaccessibli® X
9).1 encounteredeedamultipletimes, yetthe vital aspect®f their plantworldremainelusive
to me.My becomingwith reedss elusive.

| cannotparticipatein the U H H3otosynthesid. cannotparticipatein pumping
oxygeninto theirroot zonewhereaerobicandanaerobienicroorganismseducecontaminant
levelsan the greywatel. knowof theseprocesselecaus&imonaandDaniloexplainedhem
to me,buttheyalsocannoparticipatén thesevorldmakingapacitieandprojectseventhough
weseethe purifiedwaterflowinginto the pond.

Becomingwith the strangestrangeneséMorton 2010)of the reedswas elusive
becomingwith the donkeyswas easier| situatedmyself with(in) a relation that could
distinguishthe G R Q NimtliWualitiesas Dondolo and Giorgianawere not simply fixed
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representatived EquusfricanasinyamposedyLinnearclassification.wasableto respond
to their singularitiegs subjectgDespret 2008).Encounterswith thesevegetabeingskeep
eludingevenmywritingeffort. In theecologicanesh” Q R WeKiktQllby itself,sonothingis
fully L W MMadtdmu2010 p.15).As| am alreadgndalwaysiorethanhumanmybecoming
with donkeyss alreadgndalwaytheir becomingwith land,with geologicalormationswith
disaandothersmultiple " V W U IV @/JUHD@dritbh) 2010 p. 15)alongthefluid multispecies
andelementameshworlof theland.

Fig. 4.: Element of water, reeds to the left with pine trees behind. SbiviedimgKrawczyk, 2022).

To fully realse this plantiness,Myers (2017) invites us to acknowledgethe
Planthropocenasawayof unsettlinghehumannesandrecognéingthatvegetabeingsnake
thelife possiblendtheplanetiveabldor us For Myerg2017)the Planthropocenisahumble
recognitionthat ~ D €iuresand political economieslocal and global,turn around SOD QW V -
metabolicU K\ W KRR

Is it merelyananthropomorphiceathatwe canengagevith vegetabeingsassubjects
andagentsMow canwe unveilsomeof their mysterywithoutfallinginto masteryto know
anddescribesverythingandeveryoneavithout creatingnewhierarchiesp becomewith reeds
awkwardlandyetnot fully?Vegetabeinghavebeenbackgroundeoh Westerrthought(Hall,
2011)andthe taskis to discovetthe plantinessvithoutfallinginto the anthropomorphicisk
of ~W U td$pdakl R the plantworldgHeadet al, 204, p. 34).Outsidethe logicof the
Plantationocenghatotherformsof craftingrelationshipsvith vegetabeingsexist?
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Throughtheterm “plantinesgiHeadetal (204) wishto graspwvhatit isto beavegetal
beingencouragingsto correctour neglecof vegetal/florahgencyhatisthe plantinessf
reedsWithinthe permaculturdesignreedsareappreciatedndusedoecausef theircapacity
to purify greywaterHowever,reedsdo not purify by themselvedNothing existsby itself;
nothingis fully itself: sympoiesisT hroughtheir sympoetia@associationand by bringingthe
oxygento the roots, the plantinesof reedsis their capacityto filter waterin sympoetic
collaboratiorwith microorganisms.

In discoveringthe plantinessyet not being able to participatein either their
photosynthesisr whatis happeningn theirroot zone|| follow theflow of watertowardshe
earthworkpond, wherel can acknowledgehe collaborativeeffort of reedsand human
designersn creatingrefugein sharingof the water.Collaboratingvith reeds,Simonaand
Danilo createdan earthworkpond wherethe purified waterflows so asto be usedagainby
humanand moretharthumandwellersof the land, all while inviting other speciesy this
availabilityof water. Beyondthe utilitarian narrative,this relationshipcreatesrefuge for
multispeciebveability.

Crawford(2017)invitesusto payattentionto ‘the possibilitie®f a correspondence,
evenasharedllianga(p. 208)by craftinga novelrelationshipwith vegetabeingsWithin the
logic of Plantationocenavherevegetabeingsare commodifiedand capitaked, sympoetic
associationamongthe speciexanteachus somethingaboutvital collaborationsCrawford
(2017 defineghisasaprojectof andfor responsibléerraformationRecograngearthlingss
comradesgraftingalliancesvith themthroughresponsabilitiesacrosghe meetingworlds,

~ Z Hnay makelife with beingsand materialsin terraformed,disturbed HQYLURQPHQWV u
(Crawford2017 p.209).

Ethical doings are about being responsibleand responsable for the "OLYHO\
relationalitiesf becomingof whichweare S D (Bafag 2007 p.393).For suchrecognition
to happenwe shouldlearnto read O D Qi@hs&hdwoundsto acknowledgéhe distributed
agencieglowsof careandpowerwith inherentambivalencesmongthe meshworlof these
strangestrangersl heverysensef ethicsproposedy Barad2007)s aboutrecognsingthe
implicationof our involvementin suchflows of careandpower.Therefore, @sponsability
involvesandis simultaneouslyultivatedoy our capacityo navigatemongtheseagenciesp
learnto respondwvellandhumblyaccepthe inherentmortalrelatednessfter all, its not all
aboutusnor all up to us The abilityto respondwellworkingwith themto createalliances,
situatesusdifferentlyin arelationshipvith O D @Qu&l -rultispecieandelementameshwork.

Ultimately,the responsibilitywe are part of is groundedin and supportedby the radical
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awarenessf ourselvessbeingnurturedby the collaborativeareof the morethanhuman
othersto whomweshouldrespondwvell
Respondingvellinvolvespracticewheresharingpossiblealliancess cosymessyand
involves'vulnerablepn-the-groundwork thatcobblegsogethemnon-harmoniousagencieand
waysof O LY (H@daway2003 p. 7). IndigenousPotawadmi scholalKimmerer(2013)sums
up suchrelationakthicsas * O Da@aBundleof UHV S R Q . ). W thv¥ ILald dlamdasa
bundleof responseabilities.Land as cultivatingbioregionalresponsabilities that is, the
abilitiesto respondwelland let the othertharthuman also respondamong the lively
relationalitiedAs such,alessanthropocentriandmoreradicalgeocentricsensef awareness
that we are alwayand alreadpart of removesthe humanfrom the centreof everything,
muddlingthe responsibilitpasedaroundthe individuahumanself.
BecomingsAlliancesWehaveto be honestaboutsuchformsof relatingoeyondheir
cosynamesWe haveto be honestbecausestayingwith the trouble is alsoabout mortal
relatednesghe inextricabilitie®f death/killingandpowerrelationswherecareis a slippery
groundin flourishingwvorlds.To sumupthisbioregionastorywhenconditionof theweather
world werejustright, we decidedo moveDondolo andGiorgianao letthemmunchon the
reedsOncefinished,we cut the reedscloseto the baseso theycouldregrow.Thereareno

smoothworldsout there.

3.5Shiftingoundariethe D S L éhtaedhe.

No smoothworlds out there:to respondwellalsomeansto respondto inherentworldly
incongruitiesAnotherbioregionastoryin the Valleyof Sagantook placein the contactzone
of theapiaryHerel wasshiftingthe boundariebetweerdomestiandferalandparticipated
in theflowsof careboundedoytheinextricabily of lifedeathacceptinghatcaringfor some
speciesnightbeviolentfor others.

In 2013 ,Danilowasreadyto havea stableapiarymadeof seltbuilt top-barhives,on
thehilltop facingtheemergengcologiesf thefood forest(sedrig. 5) Thediverseeommunity
of plantsthriving at this site includel spontaneou$lediterraneaheatherEricamultiflora)
ArabianPeaB.bituminos&lickyFleaban@ittrichiaiscos®lowfly GrasgBrizamaximadlisa
andintroducedBlue Gums (Eucalyptugobuluand AcaciagAcacigwhichform partof the
Southerrfood forest.This apiarywasthe siteof my initiationto beesandtheir worldmaking
projectsput alsoto the worldmakingprojectsof the uncannyguestin the apiarythe Varroa

destructanite. | wasin the contactzone amongsuch O D Ql@d Vactors,agenciesand
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relationship®rawingontheworkof Pratt(1992)Haraway2013proposescontactzoneas
asiteof encountewith morethanhumarg, a metaphoffor ~ K Rstibjectareconstitutedn
and by their relationsto eachother ... It treatsthe relations... in termsof co-presence,
interaction,interlockingunderstandingand practicespften within radicallyasymmetrical
relationof S R Z KpL2[u6).

As the contact zonehd apiaryis a siteof processesf becomingshumandesires,
viewsand managemenrpracticeof how we envisionthat very land.| waslearningto be
affectedn thiscontactzone:l wasbecomingwith beesn theirbecomingwith landamonghe

emergingethicepoliticalpossibilitiesindresponseabilities.

Fig. 5.: Danilo reading the comb with scatteredopives. Still froim the Natural Apigirawczyk, 2022).

In this contactzone,| was situatingmyself between' D Q L Gi&eyionalknow
how/performancesindthe KLY H V pErféihencest the intersectiorof lived modesof
beingin-theworld andmakingthe-world,for both humanandnonhumarcounterpartdVhat
performancesiumanandnot, wereenactedn the apiaryin the Valleyof Sagana®/hatsorts
of entanglementsereexposedhroughsuchpeformances?

Throughvisitingthe hives,becomingwith beesthroughthe flow of affectsthrough
actsof takingandgivingback,throughactsof carechargedvith deathfor otherspeciesand
momentsof grief,throughtendingto the hivesandthe combscorporeallyand sensorially,
listeningandinterpretinghe buzz,beingableto smellthe hivesfrom a distancetecogrsing

theirflight pathsandwiderrelationsandrelationshipgroundedn thisbiome | wasgoingferal.
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We werereachingowardstheir world andworldmakingoerformanceby lettingthembe(e).
Thisincludedfferingautonomousonditionsof life in thehivesandthepossibilityof building
theircomb(i.e, by notimposingahoneycomiboundby awaxsheetwith pre-printedhexagons
of predeterminetheasurelso,not interferingwith the superorganismivein thedecisional
processof how many bee workers, drones and honey cells were needed letting the
superorganismecidewherethe nestwould be,wherethe droneswill be bred,andwhereto
stockthefood supplyThebeesveregoingwild.

Stayingwith the bioregionatrouble,the worlds collidedt the intersectiorof such
worldmakingperformance8ecomingsrealwaysaboutbecomingwith, aboutthe noveland
emergingconstructionsthat are also deconstructingshifting and muddling malleable
boundaries andthroughsuchatranscorporealontactzone As such becomingsireethice
politicalprocesses$n otherwords, ‘we needto takeaccounbf the entanglednaterialization
of which we are a partp(Baragd 2007 p. 384).In this contactzone,| felt the culturally
constructedategoriesf humarandthe (animal)othewereblurred.Theorderingof theworld
wasmuddlingandshiftingby becomingmore)feralandby lettingthe beesbecomewild(er);
thatis, lessdomestic(atedl.et me unpackthesethick, culturallyembodiecconceptdrawing
on my fieldworkexperience.

Repeatedlyisitingthe hivesandreadinghe signsof the combsinvolvedcheckingon
the bees,putting us into relationsof obligationsand responseabilities:we were being
domesticatedVVe werelettingthe beesbe(e)wild(er)with theirworldmakingprojects)eaving
themthepossibilityo swarmLearningwith themabouttheirflight pathsandpreferredriegetal
speciesgrievingwith them, takingsomehoneyyet makingsuretherewereenoughdesired
floweringspeciesn the valleyfor themto forage,thuslearningto think-withthem? | was
tendingtowarddferality.Throughthis crossspecieselationshipl wasshiftingthe boundaries
of feral/ domesticated.

Feralferalitywild-wilderrewildingdomesticatioanddomesticatedrepotentpolitical
conceptsvith whichto think. Askingwhois feralandfor whomtellsussomethingboutthe
dominant(bio)politicabrderof inhabitationn the world. Theseareprocessesf becomings
thatcanbe intentional(or not) andwelcomedor not). Suchprocessesf becomingsemain
unfinished,open to other becominggArmstronget al, 2021).The opposition between
domesticatedndferalis deeplyembodiedn our Westerrthinking.In thisreflection| prefer
to think-with theseconceptsn a lessdualistiovay,viewingthemasprocessesf becoming

with malleablé&oundariethroughcrossspeciesmtermingling.
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If 1 wasgettingferalin my becomingwith the fluid land-\fneshworkjn turn | was
becomingdomesticate@hentreatingthe landasa bundleof responsibilitieandresponse
abilitiesthinkingwith beeswhile plantinga food forest;discoveringG R Q Mekdégndtheir
preferredfood. The land wasbeingmanageand thus tamedbut subsequentlgituatingus
amonghatmeshworkin beingableto respondwvellwasl beingdomesticatedlongsid¢hese
relationshipandflowsof powerandcare?Vhoevemwasgettingferaland/or domesticateth
that biome countdut drawingthe line betweerthe two concepts/becomings not easyln
additiondemandinghonesy aboutwho (un)domesticatewhom, how and at what costis
relevantn thisepochof continuousolonialcapitalistormsof exploitatiordrivenby human
exceptionalism.

My feelingof shiftingboundariesand stateshetweerbecomingeralandbecoming
domesticated the apiaryreconfigureaxistingrelationsand sparkechovelbecomingspew
forms of ecologicaltelationsof powerand care.Thesebecomingsare better graspedas
ontologiesnf mutualtransformationshat aresparkinglayinggroundandarticulatinghovel
becomingsgor this continuouslyfoldingmessymysticalmultiplicityof aworldin common,a
world of sharecandmultitudinalecologieg$AdsitMorris 2021 p.xv). Throughthe creaturely
entanglementndbecomings inthethicknessf the D S L Bddtac¥onejnthefoodforest,
in the compostbay,in the gully with the donkeys$ | wasbreachinghe boundarybetween

domesticityndferalitylosinggrip on the lonelyfigureof Anthropos.

3.6Lettindpedse(e)

Beekeepingg aboutkeepinghe beesandis thusanactof domesticatiothroughrelationsof
power. ' D Q L Riesaffer the beeswild(er)conditionsof living thanin mostcontemporary
formsof beekeepin@sed-ig. 6). In his philosophyandpracticehe constructgop-bar hives
thatallowthe beedo build the naturallyoccurringrapezoidorm of comb(sed-ig.7, Fig. 8.
He doesnot interferewith the E H Haturalrhythmsof swarmingandsupportghemin their
naturabiologyandthe changingonditionsof the superorganisimive.He doesnot eliminate
thedronesandleavedbeedo managéehe parasitd/arroadestructom theirown.

Theideaof offeringarefugefor theinsectApismellifersprangrom ' D Q L gaBsiah
for the naturalsciencedWithin a bioregionaprojectof reinhabitatiorthroughpermaculture
designthe apiaryfallsinto the practiceof creatingpossibilitieso increas¢he wellbeingand
synergisticelationships the Valleyof Sagandndeedin carryingout numerougcosystemic

functionsthehoneybeearealsothenonhumarcarerf thebioregionDanilotaughtmethat
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duringthe foragingphaseof her life, the honeybee&ould fly everydayto coveranaverage
radiusof threekilometredrom herhive.During thisflight, the pollination of flowers occurs
whileperformingaskghatarevitalto herfamily.Thus,the honeybeés widelyresponsibléor

unrollingthe constantycleof life on Earth.

Fig. 6. Among the flying bees, -bap hive in background. Still frodm the Natural Apiary
(Krawczyk2022).

Thedrasticcrashin the populationof ApismellifedaasbeenlabelledColonyCollapse
Disorder, a term that encompasseglobal environmentalchange,habitat deterioration,
pollutioninterferingwith the symbiotiaelationshipf plantsandbeesinvasivespeciesvith a
negativeimpacton bee coloniessuch as the parasiticmite Varroadestruct@nd systemic
insecticidesuchasneonicotinoidsvhichaffectmemoryandnavigationabilitiedEngelsdorp
& Meixner 2010).The suddendeclineof beepollinatorpopulationshascausedsignificant
alarmbecaus@pismellifeiaresponsibléor pollinatirg 71of the100cropspeciethatprovide
90%o0f the Z R U fodd s\pply(Green& Ginn, 2014).

Kosek (2010)asksus to considerthe questionof how “~ W Khdngingelationship
betweerbeesandhumandroughtthe modernbeeinto existencén a waythat hasmadeit
vulnerableo new W K U kD681 )/Tihe life anddeathof honeybegopulationan modern
historyis entangleavith industrialismmoderncapitalisandindustriabgriculturaproduction,
andcontemporarjormsof breedingandgenetiananipulationOverthelastcenturyhuman
made hives have been designedfor easyobservationand managementconsequently

transforminghe socialorgansationof beecoloniesmodifyingthe hibernationrseasonvhile

71



the bodiesof individualbeeshavebecomdargerwith a rehapeddigestivaractandbigger
exoskeletortpgethemwith blockingotherworldmakingcapacies particulaly the capacityto
swarm(Green& Ginn, 2014 Kosek, 2010

Pollination,writesMathews(2011) is one of the " J U ihBXaldolicprocessesf the
H D YpAL R4)jn additionto photosynthesithermabhndatmosphericegulationSuchcapacity
for "L Q H[ K D peyevetakomH O L (Maithews2011 p. 174) hasbeenharnessedvith
beekeepindpecominga practiceof keepingthe beeswith the sole extractivistpurposeof
exploitingthesemorethanhumanlabourersConventionabeekeeping a practicebasecn
maximsing the humanbenefitfrom beeproductsandtheirecosystemigervicesandit is fully
entangledvith industrialismandthe capitalistorm of agriculture.

In contrasto thishighlyinterventionalorm of beekeeping,D Q L @dRebéecentric
viewandpracticeis anapproache sharesvith a growingnumberof alternativdbeekeepers.
Of particularconcernto thesebeekeepee issuesuchasthe globalisedlesigrof hivesin
whichtheremovableombsdisturbthe beemaintaine@nvironmenof the hive;theimposed
treatmentf the parasitevarroadestructartificialbreedingof queensplockingthe bees
naturalswarmingbehaviourthe eliminationof maledronesfrom the hive; andthe overall

technemanageriahterferencevith the hive.

3.70nambivalemtearandanawkwarguest thehives.

The beekeepingractced by Danilo is aboutletting beesbe(e) letting them go wild(er)to
proceedvith theirworldmakingapacitieandprojectsT hispracticas aboutretractingiuman
involvementvith the superorganistive.Responsabilityis aboutcultivatingworldly ethics,
anongoingandperformativejuestof respondingvelto theworldlycomplexitiesf whichwe
arepart.In the contactzoneof the apiary] learredthat sometimeso respondwelis about
steppinghack.

'D Q L appre¥chs not freefrom theinextricabilitiesf livingin lifedeathworlds that
is, theinherentmortalrelatednessndtangle®f carewith power.Careis amuddygroundfor
moralthinking,ambivalenasalwayandalreadyroundedn relationsf powerandbecomings.
Careis politicalasit categoses and disciplinesmultiple bodiesthroughits performances
(Martinetd., 2015)Thepracticeof naturabeekeepingategogeswholivesandhow butalso
whodiesandhow,becausasDanilotold me,if uponreadingf the hivehenoticeshatbees
will not survive hewill not helpthem.But Daniloobservedn his hivesthatbeesemovethe

mitefrom eachother.Theyareableto respondo the mitehroughtheirhygienid¢acticsWhile
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caring can be nourishing it is alwaysnd alreadyangledwith inextricabilitiesof mortal
relatednessed-ig.7).

In thethicknes®f the D S L bdotactzone,| cameo think-with the mite Varrodess
as a parasité another(bio)politicalconceptool of orderingthe world?® and more asan
awkwardguestin the apiaryVan Dooren (2016)warnsus that suchlanguag®f hospitality
" P D NJHWe-hostsandothers permanentlyguestsn our spaceby our J U D (g.2Qd1).In
thehivesin the Valleyof Sagandahebeesaretheoneswho haveto dealwith thisguestin this
crossspecieslourishingof lifedeathkeepinghe beesandthe possibleawkwardyuestsuch
asVarroamite is ultimatelyaboutacceptinghat the world is not oursto sortout. To careis
aboutnot interferingwith the worldmakingprojectsof othersacceptinghatthis mayleadto

moredeath.

Fig. 7.: Bees at work with other species dead at the bottom. ShilltlrerNatural Apigirawczyk, 2022).

| referto the Varroamiteasanawkwardyuestputin moreclassicakrns, thisspecies
would be definedasa pest,the unwantedife, the pestrenderedrisibleby the consequences
createdbytheirworldmakingprojectsin turnupsettingour humanprojectsandvisionsof how
wewantthe world to be.Agamber(1998)writesthat zogthe barelife, life thatis killable has
becomecentrako thecontrolof thepolis.Thekillablebarelife hasnot beengrantedhesame
consideratioasthe subject®f thebiosthatis,thebiographicdife (Agamben1998).

Theresponseto suchspeciesn agriculturalandscapeareonesof eradicationbut
thereis aflourishingpossibilityin reclaiminghe figuresof pesty 2 - * R U RRDv@nDooren
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2017)Thesdransgressiv@ittersnuddlehenaturalculturatorlds andbydoingsag theypoint
to thelimitsof "G XD Q. P\DWL @ 2 Q@ R\WRRDv@nDooren 2017 p.82) in craftingthe
worldin anypureandcompletavayMoreoveystayingvith thetroublesofferedby pestserupt
into our (hu)manworld by muddlingwho is welcomeandhow Further, itdisrups (hu)man
agriculturalandscapdsy remindingus ~ W khBbtfrdersof farmsdo not beginandendatthe
J D WH R U RRDvgnhDooren 2017 p.83).

Haraway20132016akesamoreflourishingwiston lifedeathgroundedn thealways
andalreadyresenambivalences careandevenin theactsof killing.For Harawaywhenwe
meetwiththespecied groundedn curiositypbecomingsesponsibilitgndabilitiego respond
welfP suchmeetingwith doesnot excludeghe actof killinganddeath Harawayarguegor the
responsibilitandabilityto respondvelto theactsof killinganddeathin multispeciegelations.
Flourishingworlds are aboutmanyactorsentangledogetherwherecareis ambivalentits
outcomesuncertaimndethicaldoingsaregroundedn abilitiesto respondwvelratherthanin
preformulategbrinciplesNo smoothworldsoutthere.

In the hivesin the Valleyof Sagand neverfelt threatenethy the Varroanordid | feel
anythingsimilarfrom Danilo.At this point, | wouldliketo invitethis miteto irrupt evenmore
into this story. As alreadymentionedthe morethanhumanlaboursof beeshave been
harnessetb generatcapitalVarroeherethe pesttheunwantedritter,isaremovabl®bstacle
in pursungthisproject.The bees were rendered highly vidinteighthe colonycollapseand
possibiliy of extinctionnarrativedbecaus&e needtheirlaboursWhileharnessig them we
wantto removethe obstacleghe pestsTo irrupt this worldview,| wantedto discovemmore
aboutthe Varroamite. The following paragraplsummaisesthe article ‘BiologyandControl
of VarroaDestructonu(Rosenkranet al, 2010).Knowing more aboutthis awkwardguest
beyondthe term ‘pestumayhelpusto staywellwith the trouble,discovemore abouttheir
worldmakingprojectsandawkwardlynakekin beyondhumangenealogicéks.

Varroaanectoparasit honeybeeite liveson thesurfacef itshost.Initiallyconfined
to Apis Ceranahe Asian honeybeedt movedto a new host, the Apis nelliferayWestern
honeybeesnostprobablywhenWesterrmoneybeeoloniesveremovedoy humango theeast
of Russi@r everfurther.In thisshiftfrom wellestablishedo-evolutionandrelationdetween
Varroaand Apis Ceranahe newhostwasunpreparedT he life of Varroaaffectsits hostin
manywaysiossof hemolynph in the brood cell diminisheghe weightof the hatchingbee
with decreasinfiight performanceyorkerbeesaffectedy Varroanitiatetheirforagingphase

earlierandhavea reducedife cycle anddronesaffectedoy Varroahavea diminishecchance
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to matewith colonieproducingewerswarmsln additionVarroasatransmittefor upto 18
multiplehoneybegirusesandthisisthegreateghreatio beekeepinfRosenkranetal, 2010).

Varroamiteis trouble par excellenceaa troublingspeciesowardsbeekeepingndour
visionsandordersof how weenvisionthe world. To staywith this troublemeansavigating
crossspecieselationsof powerandcare makingsensef thisawkwardyuesin light of all
the extinctions. ' D Q L @Rpoviseto stay with the bioregionaltrouble® contraryto the
interventionistpracticeof eliminatingthe Varroadestructamite® meantacceptingts co-
habitationwith the beesn the hives.Daniloleaveshe taskof interferingwith the miteto the
beesvhoremoveVarroadestruciuringtheir hygieneacts Acknowledginghe E H Bibdityto
carelettingthemrespondis not justbeecentricbut awkwardlyalsoVarroacentric.

Awareof thecurrentstateof the Apismelliferdor morethanadecadgDanilohasbeen
closelyobservindnisapiaryreadinghe hivesalongtherelationof powercareandbecomings,
readingheland,andseeindhe beegdiewhilenot interferingwith theirworldmakingprojects.
Danilotold methatin hispracticeof beekeepingf onefamilyof beesannotcopewith the
Varroamiteor isstrugglingo surviveheharshnessf theweathemvorld,thenthatfamilydoes
not survive. Danilo does not interfere. Such performative care by retracting non
interventionatare® displaceshe notionof benevolentaringfor the nonhumarothersto a
notion of violentcare(vanDooren 2015)aregime” W kstbudture(show living beingsare
valuedor sacrificedvithin contemporargonservatiorS U D F \Wdnbébkep 2015 p.1).

Unlike perception®f the Varroaaspest,thereis anembodiedperceptiorof beesas
charismatiandusefulrittersaperceptiormadewidelyvisibleandcirculatingn the sphereof
affectsaboutthe pollinatingbeeswithout whom we are doomed.The life and deathof
honeybeelavebeenrenderedisiblebecauseveneedthem Theyareusefulto our projectsof
the currentfood productionsystemwherea®ther specieslivesanddeathgpassunnoticed,
accumulatingextinctionsthrough these slow violencesMathews(2Q11) also grievesthe
disappearanad the honeybeel amdesolatetbecauséhe diminishmenbf the biospheres
notmerelyalossto it butalsoalossto me,anintimatelossthatsomehowmplicateshewhole
of myselfWhatkind of lossisthis?u(2011 p.174).

Thisdiminishments aboutthe entanglementsf thebiggetthanusstoryto whichwe
allbelongwith the disappearana# beesaportentof ‘theunravellingf the largercontext
of meaningtself,the contextin whichethicsandevenextinctioncan P D W (Mathéw011
p. 179).Thesearestoriesof responsibilitieandresponsabilitiesof whichwe arepart.The
undesiredcritters are part of this tangledstory. Varroadestructa the meaningfulstory.

Immersingnto thelife anddeathof otherspeciesnto therealm=f both beeandthemite?
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thatis the O D @uil nveshwork deepensandthickenghe contactzoneof whichwealways
andalreadyrein our crossspeciedgwellingslt deepenandthickensourresponset® staywith
thetroublein thissharedvorld.

3.80ngriedndlowsfgifts.

Knowingthatbeesarecapabl®f hygieniactsandtakecareof the Varroamite by themselves,
| wasthrilled.Why? humblyadmitthat! think it hingeson the deeplyembodiedharrativeof
bees usefulto this projecton the one handnddeeplyembodiednasterfulisionsof good
versis badspeciegestsaliensandthoseunwantedritterson theother.l was deeply affected
when! discoveredhat somebeefamiliesaredyingin this wider bioregioifCanwe be picky
aboutwhowegrievefor in thissixth massextinctionevent?

Therewerea coupleof momentsduring my fieldwork experiencevhen| moved
suddenlyrbm the life-affirmingbuzzof the apiaryinto a differentaffectivestateamongthe
flowsof O D @ffectgBeingsocloseto Daniloovermanymonths| becamédamiliarwith his
phonecalls.Well knownin the areaDanilo receivednanycallsaboutbeesSomeof them
turnedthesensorgxperiencef thebuzzinto aninstantfeelingof profoundlossasif oneof
my own kind hadsuffered.Thesewerethe momentsvhen Danilo discoveredhat somebee
familiesn thewiderbioregiorweredying whichheattributedo intensiveagriculturgbractices,
the (undesiredputcomesof the logic of the Plantationocenestayingwith the flourishing
troubleis aboutlifedeathcompositioranddecompositiorflourishinganddecayAlongthese
lines, ecologicathinkingbeingis aout hope,so it is alsoaboutgrief. In theseprofound
momentf myfieldworkexperience wascrossingheinterspecielsoundarie®y makingkin
with the nonhumarothersthroughmourningandgrief.For Attig (1996)grievings aprocess
of relearningheworld “~ DWe grieve we appropriatenewunderstandingsf the world and
ourselvesvithin it. We alsobecomedifferentin the light of the lossaswe assume new
orientatiorto the Z R U @pGL072108).

Throughthe proces®f grieving) wastryingto repositiormyselfbackagainshifting
thecrossspecieboundariesrom thelife-affirmingbuzzof ' D Q L &R the hardfeeling
of knowingthat other bee familiesot that far awayweredying.l couldreadfrom 'DQLOR -V
expressiohat thesewereharshmomentdor him, andhe wasgrievingon his owntermsas
well. Grievingis alsoaboutreturningto a shatteredvorld in a changedstate an intimate
" S U R éf Hevidlvingandremakingelationshipafterloss,andre-startinghe commitmento
lifeandto F R P P X Qvanbaqren& Rose2017 p.376)In theattempto repositiorwith(in)
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thisshatteredvorld,the proces®f mournings fundamentato dweling-with thisinterspecies
loss and deepenghe awarenessf our intimate dependenceavith earth othersdriven to
anthropogeniextinction(vanDooren& Rose2017)Mourningin ashatteredvorld mayopen
possibilitiesowarddivingwith thelandasabundleof responsabilities.

Towardgheendof myfieldworkexperiencehroughthelastreadingf thelivelyhives,
wetook out someof the honeycombdn my fieldworknotes | wrote: ‘Gift, think of honey
asagift from thebeeghatenacgyift givingbackof respons@bilitiesThinkof itasa JL ITW u
muddlethisexperienca little let us saywerobbedthe beesof theirlaboursWereweentitled
aftermonthsof visits to takesomeof the honeyaVasit givenasa gift, drawingusinto the
relationof obligationgo givesomethindackthroughour abilitieso respondwvell?

Of coursebeedid not givethe honeyto us.Not in the senseattachedo agift in the
Westerrworldof receivinggivinggifts.Wetookit. Thisreflectionbringsinto questiorhuman
animalbecomingssituatedethics,recognitionand just compensatiofior E H hdrethan
humanlaboursjssue&xploredoreviouslyith the laboursof DondoloandGiorgianal tried
to graspthis relationbetweergivingandtakingbeyondanysimplisticandrationalcalculusl
felt therewasmuchmorein thisthick contactzonethankeepinghe beedor the solepurpose
of extractinghe honey.We weredomesticatinghemin the hives,yet providingthemwith
conditionsto let them proceedwith their worldmakingprojects We werdettingthem be(e)
wilder,in turn shiftingboundariebetweemomestication/ferabhileshiftingrelationsbetween
giving/takingin this thick zone takingthe honeycombsvhile thinkingwith them, planting
with them.

Mauss(1967) who coinedthe term ‘gift economiegt describesa gift relationas
" S UHV WDItK &rRiQ Neory voluntary,disinteresteénd spontaneoudyut arein fact
obligatoryand L Q W H Upd V) VRela@ipnsof gift receivinggiving establishalliancesand
commitmentsbetweenindividuals.Following 0 D X Ve¥lection,gift giving is a calculated
anticipatiorof gift receivingThis makesa gift free of chargeyetchargedvith reciprocityl
triedto makesenseof theserelationsandrelationshipshroughthe ideaof a gift, although
followingMaussgift givingtakingwould be a calculate@ctandexpectationT hus | wanted
to treatandposittheideaof takinggivingmorerelationallynoreecologicallysthe flows of
givingandtakingamongherelationshipsf whichwearepart.

ForDerridaagenuingift cannotappeaasagift atall, andit occupieshespacdeyond
exchange/reciprocitg theactsof givingtaking(Rose20122016)In herreadingf Derrida,
Rosg2012kituatesheflow of giftsasa "~ P X O W L R 8l H Rl @t hgiftsareintendedas
"1 O PEbéing,H Q H(.128,136).In that sense, théofv of giftsissituate withinthe OD Q G -V
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meshworkof responsabilities,t situatesus amongthe lively relationalitiesyhereus "D Q G
everythingelseonly everlive throughthe alwaysomingforth of J L | (R¥se2016 p.51).
Honeycombsfood we eat through morethanhuman laboursand labourersof the soill
communities,G R Q Nbeb\tovbe usedin the compost.andright to the veryair we breathe
Theseaaregiftsthatwenormallydo not understanasgiftsanddo not appeato usasflows of
giftsof the O D @@tidpecieandelementaneshworkThe ethicaldoingsof our response
abilitiessituateus amongthe entangledneshworkof the land,demandingo respondwell
wheregivingtakingrelationsbring together * D Iy entitiesinto relationshipghat make
responsibilityhe veryarticulatiorof the U H (R@sp2012 p.137).

Fig. 8.: Danilo handling a trapezoid comb. Still fincttme Natural Apigirawczyk, 2022).

In thethicknes®f the D S L Bdutaczone,l triedto conceptuade the actof taking
the combs,but alsothe abilityto leaveenoughfor the beesand makesurethereis desired
vegetatiotior the beesn the upcomingveeksT his couldbe extendedo othercontactzones
in thereshapedhndof thatbioregionpollutingthe wateryetallyingwith reedsandgivingit
backasarefugegrreatinggnemergenecologyf afood forestplannedasfood/fuel sourceor
humansyetthroughthe particularitie®f its designthinkingwith morethanhumanrealms;
takingmorethanhumanaboursf DondoloandGiorgianayetthroughrightesponsabilities
putusinto relationf obligationandcare.

With(in) the lively meshworkof suchpermacultur@esignthereis a lively flow of

givingtaking As managers/careds thatlivelymeshworkbeingpartof thislandandsituated
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amongthislivelyflow of gifts,we oughtto understanéndrecogrse our implicationamong
thislivelydistributiveflow of givingtaking.Againethicaldoingis aboutbeingresponsibland
responsablefor the ” O L ¥eldt@nalitiesef becomingof whichweare S D (Bafad2007 p.
393) Suchatwiston giftingrelationsg thatis beingaccountablandresponseableof/for such
tangledflows3 offers glimpsesf a worldviewthat movesfrom anthropocentrisnbtowards
geocentrismsituatingus amongsuchflows throughresponsabilitiesandin turn remaking
worldlyconfigurations.

/ D Q fluidimeshworksabundleof giftingrelationsA gift in relationahndecological
termsisalreacddndalwayarelationthink aboutthehoneyHoneyisamorethanhumanabour
madefrom the nectarof floweringvegetalbeings.Beesproducehoneyfrom the sugary
secretion®fferedby vegetabeingsandin this relationshippollinationoccurswhenpollen
from onefloweris rubbedoff onto anotherA livelyworld is wovenout of knots(Ingold
2015) andin suchlivelymeshworkhoneyis a knot andrelationrelyingecologicallpn other
knots andrelationsin this fluid meshworkwe defineasland. Throughsuchtranscorporeal
achievemeramongmultiplemorethanrhumanlaboursandlabourersand other agenciesf
theweathemorld,honeymaybelongo thebeesvhoproducat, butbythinkingof it asaknot
entangleth the O D @& hWorkitsbelongingsdistributedcamongnultiplemorethanhuman
processes.

Onemaysaythatthisdistributedelatiorhingeson asimpleutilitarianrelationbetween
beesandfloweringspecieshut | preferto seeit throughrelationsof generosityKimmerey
2014)Generouseciprocityof thegiftingflowsisasharedatonditionof life,cycleof lifedeath
thatis ongoinggivingtaking But flourishingworldsaretangledvith mortalrelatednessVhen
weweretakingthe honeycombd$anilotold meto besmoothandquickanddisturbthe hives
aslittle aspossiblgo avoidattractingoeesfrom otherhivesthat maybreakinto hivesin the
valleyTransgressiorigappenThereareno smoothworldsoutthere.

To returnto theideaof honeyasgift, beyonathe simplistidermof aproduct,honey
is relationabindrelating distributedamongthe morethanhumanlabourersandlaboursthe
floweringspeciesndtheweatherZ R U € aditibnsThroughtaking weinscribeourselve
thesebioregionatelationsWe do so by givingback.Gift givingbackis not necessarilgbout
somethingnateriglit canbe a practiceaweavingf arelation.anabilityto respondwvelbnd
letothersrespond.

Thereisapersonastoryto thisflow of gifts.Whilelearningo read O D QighaW this
particulamioregion] wasdiscoveringvherebeesfly andhow the weatherZ R U €h@ngihg

conditionanfluencetheirforagingEngagingvith suchalivelyreadingpf theworldlytextisa
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fertile groundwhereattentivenesand responsabilitiesare cultivated As Haraway(2013)
writes, ‘caringnmeandecomingubjecto theunsettlingpbligatiorof curiositywhichrequires
knowingmoreattheendof thedaythanatthe E H J L Q (. B&).Atsomestagepitchtrefoil
(Bituminariaituminopaadloweringfilling scatteretlanket®f whiteflowersacrosshevalley.
Beeswerevisitingthemin the morning.l learnedo walkwith this meshworlof flowersand
beesattentiveto both thetrefoil andthe beesyettangledn theinextricabldioregionaimortal
relatednessrushingothervegetabeings.

To sumup this bioregionastoryandmy ethnographiexperiencd,drawon howthis
chapteinitiatediand/scapes landbeingshapedAlongthe managingaringpracticesangled
with relationof powerandmortalrelatednesthislivelymeshworlof landaffectsusin turn,
puttingusinto relation®of obligation@ndresponsabilitiesLivingin lifedeathworldsisabout
inextricableelationsof power,caretangledwith violencewhile navigatingesponsibilityas
responseability.

Puttingdonkeysto work for usputs us into relationsof obligationsand response
abilitiegowardgheirworlds.Alongthe flowsof givingtakingin relationto water the created
earthworkpondandtherightallyingwith reedscreatedirefugefor otherspeciesr he purified
waterwaswoveninto anothersetof relationsamongthe livelymeshworlof theland thatis
growingnurseryplantsfor thefood forestwith its emergingcologyofferingrefuge Wayfaring
throughthis forest,| washopefull, groundingbioculturalhopein the lively figuresof this
bioregion Shiftingthe boundariebetweerdomestidferatwild, | cameto understandareasa
slipperygroundin theapiaryln attemptingo makesensef deathsl grieved.

In anattemptto respondwelltheremight be misunderstandingsdfrictions.Being
attentiveandaccountablér themcansparknovelunderstandingspligationsandresponse
abilitieswherecaringsknowingmoreattheendof thedayLandisalivelyandfluid meshwork.
Dondolo and Giorgianaare land. Sois varroanite. So are hope and grief. So too, we are
accountablandrespons@blefor whatwearepartof.

The nextchaptemwill focuson my secondethnographiexperiencegroundedn the
DjaaraCountry (Victoria, Australia)in the bioregionof Wombat Forest, specificallythe
permacultursite TreeElbow. Again, | invite you tengagédirst with the filmworldsof Tree

ElbovandCommonibgforeturningto the writtenaccount.
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In the permacultursiteTreeElbow (DjaaraCountrybioregionof WombatForestAustralia),
human agentscomposewith Gaia by enmeshingwvith equallyagenticmorethanthuman
processethroughgardening;ompostinghumanuringsropfermentingwild watertharvesting,
seedsavingand other bioregionaperformanceslo belongdifferentlyto that biome,Meg
UlmanandPatrickJonegpracticea uniqueform of performativeartthatcomprisegarticular
life choices howtheylive; howandwheretheyobtaintheirfood,fuelandmedicinghowthey
movearound® alongwith anarrayradicahomemakingskills,gardeamaking forestmaking
and commoningTheydefinetheir performanceas = Q Hh&sanbelongingviththe OD Q G
7KH\ X&bl asi@ newto that bioregionandthat land,which they madeexplicitin the
interviewandthefilm. Butneostandserefor adeliberatehoiceof aparticulatifestyleunder
democraticconditions, rather than traditional peasantseking a living under autocratic
governments$ Q GeloRginguasin journeysprocesseasndperformancethroughbecoming
withthatspecific L R Rvbrldihg® aneopeasarbelongingindertakeonthestolenDjaDja
WurrungAboriginaland.

This fieldwork took placeon uncededDja Dja Wurrung S H R Sabdjwteread
currentlyresideon the Jagerand Turbul S H R $a@dHThé injusticego the originalowners
andcustodianbenefitedhe colonsersandsubsequenvaveof immigrantdo thesdandsAs
IndigenousscholarkKwaymullina(2019) who belongs to the Palyku people of the eastern
Pilbara region of Western Australiates ~ Dg@t@ersareprivilegedn relationto Indigenous
peopledbecausanyonaevho cameherepostdispossessidmenefitedor inheritedthe benefits
of, thedispossgsionof thosewhowereherebeforep. 122).In my caseit meangecogniing
that! live on a stolenlandwith a universityresearctscholarshiplt alsomeansjuestioning
whoseCountryl am currentlywalkingupon.My proces®f reconciliationvith thelndigenous
peoplesof so-calledAustraliais ongoing,and includesactivitieslike participationat rallies,
learningwhat Country is/meansand how to respectit. One such attemptis a triptych
(de)compositidh 11l (Lepori& Krawczyk2021)l acknowledgandpaymy respectso the
Elderspastpresenandemerging.

In this chapter| engagewith the actsof storyingand storytellinggf encountered
performancesln doing so, | want to be honestabout placemaking,hencemy critical
bioregionalisapproachln makingsensef the existingelationsat playin the biomeandin
makingsensef theconnectivitigboth thetableandthetoiletweregreatpotsto unveilsuch
relationsand relationshipsThrough a lively ethnographiaesearchof worlding with the
weathemworld,l wasweatheringButl wasalso(un)makeof livelysoilthroughthe practiceof

compostindiumanshit andthis sparkedn meareflectionabouthumansoilbecomingshat
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| definedthroughaspeculativeoncepdf soiling(Un)makingeffortsextendedo the patches
of WombatForestwherewe werecommoningon stolenland with a herd of introduced

herbivoresandcreatingafood commongarden.

4.1Negeasabhtlongir@nshadoplacedsewhere

Duringmyresidencgat TreeElbow(sed-ig.9), thequestiorof belonginganddwellingn place
wassomethind hadto considerlt wascleatto meMegand 3 D W déskdd bBélongdifferently
addressetheimposedulesof the Capitalocer@nthropoceneatleastat householdgarden
and community sufficiencyleves In these initial paragraphs] weave Tree (OERZ -V
place(makingtorytogethemwith 3 O X P Z RZR@B)¥lIfor criticalbioregionalism.

Thequarteracrepermaculturelot at TreeElbowsitson theedgeof Daylesfordown,
the CentralLakeReservandthe widerWombatStateForest WhenMegand Patrickmoved
therea decadeago,it wasa swamglike block with two trees anoakon the north sideanda
willow on the east.This mortgageglot is beingpaidoff mostlyusing 0 H Jtwé-dayaweek
work in the monetaryeconomyandanincomefrom rentingthe Love Shaclkdwelling which
hostsweekendouristsTheirarrayof radicaperformancesccusin anon-monetaryconomy.
Meginitiatedandcontinuego run aweeklyandfreefermentatiorgroup ‘CultureClubuShe
organges free workshopson cheesemaking,sourdoughpreparatiorand baking,cider and
vinegarbrewing,teamingup with local growerswho supplytheir producefor the lacto
fermentationdays.Meg and Patrick facilitatethe DaylesfordCommunity Food Gardens,
establishedith friendsaroundhetimethecouplewentcarfree with thegardendeingaDIY
citizenryprojectaimedatestablishinfpod ascommonsT heircommoningracticegxtendo
the patchof theforestcloseto TreeElbow wheretheyengagevith the landviathe sensitive
DIY citizenrycommoningpracticeof goat herdingand with actslocavorismthat is, a
responsibldietconstitutey walked andbikedfor food andfuel sources.

In buyingthe propertyacces® thelandwasonlypossibléecausef thefictionalterra
nullius narrative adopted by settlercolonialism that removed the rightful Aboriginal
communitiedrom theirhomelands Australiarsettlercolonialisnwasmadepossiblébecause
of themassivenovemenbf peoplefrom Europe somewillingly othersforcedby the British
(P S L Welonalis dreamof conquestThe newemplacemertadto be followed by the
displacemerdf the AboriginalinhabitantsT hisresultedn adoubledisplacemenproducing
brokenlegacieandgeographiesf traumawith homelandson both sides.
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Thegardemat TreeElbow consistof perenniabndannualvegetablpathsorgansed
in swaleganearthworkconsistingf aditchdugon acontour),achickerandduckenclosure,
with almondandhazelnutreesincludinga Warrébeehiveln the previousethnographiéilm
and chapter,I documented' D Q L @d® o¥ horizontal singlestory framelessbeehives,
commonlyknownastop-bar hivesbecausgheycontainindividualbarsspreadacrosghe top
of the K L YthVityAt TreeElbow therewasoneWar hive,namedaftera Frenchmonkwho
alsosoughto createahiveresembhg the beesnaturalconditions.

Wateris collectedrom all possiblesurfacesn a serie®f tanksusedatthe household
level and recycledthrough the gardenswales.These practicesmight sound like idyllic
permaculturedesign and place, but as Plumwood (2008) warns us, everyplacebased
making/belongings problematidecause W ¥ek/conceptof a singulahomeplacer TR X U
S O Odroblematisedy the dissociatiorand dematerialisatiothat permeatehe global
economyand F X O b XLBBH

The placemakingperformancesieranay have place(un)makingrelationshipswith
somewheitse.We must be honestabouttheserelationshipsve participatein as dwellers
consumersWe haveto be cautiousabout selfsufficientplacemakingtheory and practice
becaus# createshesplitbetweendealisedwellingn place® thatis, ourhomeidentifiedwith
selfs andthe complexmeshof shadowplaceslit disregards W Hnidersidef the capitalist
fantasythemultipledisregardeplace®f economi@ndecologicaV X S S(RIUnW/pod2008
p. 139)thatprovideuswith materiabndecologicabasesplacesnostoftenfar awayfrom our
heartsand eyes.We needto questionthose connectionsthose placemakingand place
(un)makingactivitiesWho sustainsvhomandatwhatcost?

Suchethicepoliticalquestionsreraisedby the authorsof “$ Manifestofor Shadow
PlacesReimaginingandCo-producingConnectiongor Justicein anEraof ClimateCK D Q J H
(Potteret al, 2022) Drawingon 3 O X P Z Ri®@hv/these D X W KnRitdtidn is to turn
towardstraceandquestionthoseshadowplaceswith theirinherentunjustprocesse§$Shadow
placesrenot easilydiscoverablandcannotbe fully known,butthroughthedemando engage
in conversatiormboutthoseplacesand processeshe manifestcaims “ | Rad environmental
humanitiesthat reachesbeyond abstraction,fosters new responsibiligs, considersthe
uncomfortableandgenerateeparativpossibilitieandalternativel X W X(RoHevepal, 2022
p.273)

The main house on the fieldwork site is a prefabricated structure built in a factory in
Melbourne and transported to Tree Elbow on a truck. A few weeks of labour followed; water

tanks and a orglowatt roof solar system arrived. The house is-famitig,gaining the
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thermal mass to embody and store/release heat, depending on the conditions of the weather

world. Being positioned on stumps, a cellar was built usingerooked from the vegetable

garden.

Fig. 9.: Dwellings, water tank and swales in the garden. StilideoBibofi{rawczyk2022).

In additionto the mainhousetherearesix otherhumanandnonhumarndwellingsat
TreeEIbow. A chickenandduckhouseA doublestoreytreehousebuilt aroundan oaktree.
An incomeproducingLove Shackwith two compostingoilets? asit-styleonefor urineand
anoutsideonefor humanuré andshowemwaterthat directlyhydrategshe ‘berrybanku My
homeduringthe residencythe Cumquatiny dwellingwasbuilt by 3 D W Uk yebkoM son
ZephyrandJamesvisitingSWAP(SocialWarmingArtistsandPermaculturalisigho practice
socialwarmingin oppositionto globalwarming) Another SWAP,JeremyYau, built his own
tiny house gponymousipamedYausewhichincludesafuton mattres@andchestof drawers
with a small deck accompaniedby citrus plants. All the building materials were
recycled/salvaged/scavengatiwalkedbikedfor. Betweerthe Yauseandthe Cumquatis a
squattingcompostoilet. AnotherDIY buildingis the Cookhouseawoodensaunauilt from
localCypresdacrocarpeee andinsulatedvith salvagedv K H wd®lfvom the localtip. The
Cookhousdnasundergoneeveratransformationst begarasaraisedyarderbed,becamea
cubbyhousethena compostingdoilet beforeits presenfunction.Over the coldermonths it
isaspacdor MegandPatrickto connectwith the widercommunitysweatndshareameal.
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The " HF R OR-ddnEdpt@rof G Z H O @Ilur@nbped2008 p. 139)canassistsin
unveilingandunderstandintherelationshipshatin the currentworld-systenspanthe globe.
This startsat the householdevel,groundedn a placebasedcritiqueof our own livelihoods
and directedtowards questioningenvironmentalnd social injustices.Plumwood (2008)
proposegriticalbioregionalismasa projectthathelpsunveilpowerrelationstherelationships
of dominationtowardsshadowplacesAs ‘A Manifestdor ShadowPlacegicontinues

Thisisageographthatis not easyo trace andyetits neglecor forgettingcontinueso perpetuate
thefantasyf untouchedvesterndivesin abstractircuitsof productionconsumptioranddisposal.
Shadovplacebarethe marksof theseprocessesheywearthemitheyarethem (Potteretal, 2022
p.274)

MegandPatrickpreferto spealof communitysufficiencyandtheflow of giftsrather
than “selfsufficiencyi At TreeElbow, suchflows havebeenperceive@scomingfrom wider
morethanhumanrealmsandtheeconomyf theforestcommongluringthewalkingfor food
andfuel.MegandPatrickoftendeployedheterm “gift pin relationto morethanrhumanflows
of energynot justgifts receivedrom the humancommunitylt is interestingo noticetheir
own conceptuatationof thisflow of takingandgivingback.

In imagininghumancommunitiesn relationto others,we shouldthink aboutalways
andalreadyeshingvith morethanhumancommunitiesindtheiragenticapacitiegprocesses,
thepowerrelationatplaybetweenhosewo,themorethanrhumarprocesseslwaysndalready
dwellingalongwith our visionsof how this world shouldlook in specificplacesin beinga
locavoreandwalkingor food andfuelthroughthecommonsin wayfaringhroughits weather
world,onegetsintimatewith the biomesworlding® the constanteachingowardsO D Quil - V
multispecieandelementahssemblage.

During my residencywe hauledirewoodhomeusingan electricbike with a custom
tailoredtrailermadefrom salvagedaterialOur woodharvestingocusedn aparticulaarea
that waspreviouslysubjectto an anomalousveathemworld event which local inhabitang
referredo asatornadoWe madesurenot to overharvesthisrenewablérm of energywe
left enoughwood on the groundfor the multispeciesiabitatandto keepthe processesf
decompositiolgoing.Howevey stayingvith the troublein suchaweathesvorldis alsoabout
acceptinghatunderharvestingancreateafire hazardl wastold aboutdamagingvhitefella
burningpracticesn the WombatForestdirectedowardscontrollingsucha powerfulfuelload
apracticdar removedrom sensibléandmanagemenitwasshownpatche®f theforestthat
underwentsuch burnings, with burned hawthorns (Crataegusyhere ringtail possums

(Pseudocheperegrinus)cebuilt their dreys.To haulthat wood, | usedthe electriclithium
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batterybicycle.Havingin mind the shadowplacessomewhetse,| do not know wherethe
lithiumusedn thisbatterywasextracted Likewiseotherearthlycomponentsf thebicycle®
such agraphitecobaltandmanganesewereextractecsomewhelse.

Someapplianceat TreeElbow reliedon solarpanelsandconnectiorto the electrical
grid, but all the cookingthroughoutthe yearwasdonein a woodburning stove utilising
bioregionallgourcedvood.Therewasno air-conditioningabigoakprovidednecessarshade
in summerTurningawayfrom amonetaryeconomyowardsacommoningnorethanhuman
economy| slowlyundersbod patternsandrelationspuildingthis bioregionaknow-how, this
sentienecology{Ingold2000)Thisisnotaformalsortof knowledgéutknow-howgrounded
in perceptionand learning byweavingrelationshipsvith the E L R Rudridngwith(in) the
weathemworld. Theweavingf suchrelationshipgasfacilitatedytheflow of thegifts taking
but alsogiving back.By relyingon the excessvood asfuel for the householdby pruning,
choppinganddroppingdfire-proneblackberrganesyeweresituatingpurselvewith(in)adirect
relationshipvith ourfuelresourceandthe E L R RvbtldihgWewerewoveninto arelationship
that muddlesthe narrowanthropocentri@and flawednotion of a seltsufficientAnthropos,
independenfrom morethanthumanprocessethatalwayandalreadsustairour bodiesfrom
insideputsideandtranscorporeallyhus,thequestiorof belongings neverthatof cultureon
one side and nature on the other held in separation,but rather naturalculturalor
phenomenologicdlwellingaffectingplacesand in turn, beingaffectedoy them.

To creativelysummane, we areplacelinggEscobar2001) madeandunmadeby the
veryplacesve makeandunmakeT heflawedperspectivef our hyperseparatiofrom more
thanthumanrealmscontributego our “ L O O 3ekdebt) D X W R QRRumWo0d 20@B, p.9),
thelonelyfigureof the AnthroposTo challengsuchflawedassumptionsonnectivitghinking
is neede@\eir 2008)afocuson connectionglowsandrelationshipamonghelife-sustaining
meshworlof theland.Connectivityhinkingaimsto unravelvhowealwayandalreadgre the
transcorporeaubjectof the weathefvorld, makersandunmakerof the placeghat make

andunmakeus.Who (un)makesvhom,how,andatwhatcost,counts.

4The leading countries by lithium mine production in tonnes in the year of my fieldwork (2020) were Australia
with 42,000 tonnes, Chile with 18,000, China with 7,500, Argentina with 6,400, Zimbabwe with 1,600 and
Portugal with 300 (Statista, @02
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4.2Connectivity

To unveilthesesustainingelationshipsvhile maintaininga socialand environmentajustice
perspectivayehaveto beclearWheredoesmyfood comefrom?At whatcostandfor whom?
Whatagrilogicandagrilogistis broughtit to my table2Vheredoesmy shitendup?How are
the soilsconceivedndtreatedhroughsuchlogicandlogistics?2 - * R U RZDQurgesusto

consider” Delationahotionof belonginghatpaysattentionto andmakesusaccountabléor

these FR Q Q H HpV 288)QAY firee Elbow this meantaddressingheserelationshipsat

householdgarderandcommondevelsbeingresponsibleonsumershroughthe localfood

co-op, growingpartsof yourcrop,takingcareof yourshitthroughthe proces®f composting
andfinallyreturningthe decomposetiumanuréackto thegarder?

Criticalbioregionalisrdemandbeinghonestiboutplacemakinglt demandsinveiling
the connectionsand thus becomingresponsiblgun)makersthat is consumers/producers
facingthe dematerialisatiof®Plumwoodproposesseveraloutestowardsthe restorationof
placehonestyOneis theseltsufficiencyoute:retaininghe uniqueidealof placewhiletrying
to reorgarse the economidife to somehowfit into it. It is aroutethatidealises detached
form of individualismwherecommunityis not considered™ L @lationshipwith othersand
whichthusneglect®r suppressdbekeyjustice(north/south)issueof relationshipvith other
communitieglownstreantommunitiesH V S H {RIWDMva) 2008 p. 148).As Plumwood
(2008Xclarifiesthis ~ U H WéXhd sphall wholesomeyurecommunityis a cupwesterrculture
mayhavepoisonedorevery(p. 148).The secondoute concernionestyandrecognitiorof
connectivitiegshemultiplerelationsandrelationshipto placewhileinsistingon reshapinghem
in aresponsiblevaythroughresponseabilitiesFor Plumwood2008)thesecondouteis “ W K H
suppressedlternativethe ecojusticeouteto dealingwvith the mind/body splitsof S O D& H
148).

Here,l wouldlike to focusspecificallyn the relationshipwith food; the agricultural
practicesghatbroughtthe food to our table.Yes, 6od cannourish butit canalsobe " Z K+ W H
fellajunk | R R ésyvidlydescribety Charlietheprotagonisof de + H HRD1Bfilm & KDUOLH -V
Countrywho seeksother forms of nourishmento the imposedonesbut is stoppedby the
authoritiesvho aresustaininghe ongoingterranulliudiction. In addition,we cannotforget

aboutmorethanhumanprocessethat arealwayandalready playin makingfood possible

5ThrouJKRXW WKLV FKDSWHU , XVH WKH FROORTXLDO SHUKDSV RIIHQVLY|
Laporte (2002).
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for us.Hencethinkingwith food demandshatwethink-with soils Who is nourishinghe soil
communitiesPlow aretheydoingsg and atwhatcost?At thehouseholdevelat TreeElbow,
this meangeingnourishedy the processesf gardeningwalkingfor food/fuel throughthe
commonspeingpartof afood cooperativendknowingwhereeveryingredientcomesrom
andwhoproducest (sed-ig. 10.

Thereturnof humancompostedhitis partof placingyourselfwith(in)themetabolic
processethat sustainyou. To questionshit meango questionwhatyou eatandwherethe
bodilywasteendsup. Lookinginto the compostbucketthe form of the shitrevealstself to
be quitefibrous It makesneawareof the quantityof fibresingestegwhichmakeanethink
aboutsourdouglbreadwith addedharvestedvild waterand morethanhumanyeastabour,
bakedfrom the food co- R SeMjanicspeltgrainsgrown biodynamicallyto unveil another
connectivityby TaniaandStepherWalterfrom BurrumBiodynamigssituatecbn Wotjobaluk
Countryin the north-westerrplainsof Victoria,roughlyl80km from 'D\ O H V fd®doG- - V

op.

yLJ 7UHH (OERZ - VIr8ORDbAMBwWCHK 2ORT). |UR P

Weir(2008defines’connectivityhinkingun termsof thinkingrelationallyaboutsuch
life-sustainingelationshipandprocessed.hetraditionalbwnersn the MurrayDarlingBasin
describedhis wayof beingin-the-worldto her. Shehasalsodrawnthe termfrom ecologists

and environmentaphilosophersintendingit “~ D&/conceptuaframeworkthat focuseson
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relationshipsflows and F R Q Q H HWditR@Y p. 153). Connectivitythinking aimsto
UH S RurhaNdviBhiQawebof life sustainingd H O D W [(\Re@ 20Q3 (S5 ).

| think aboutconnectivityhinkingasanunveilingof whowealwayandalreadyre the
transcorporeasubjectsof the weathemvorld. Such(re)position/unveilings necessargnd
urgentbecauséhe perpetuatemovalof humangrom the life-sustainingnvironmenblocks
connectivityWeir (2008) who draws on 3 O X P Z RR&inY, seesthe resultof hyper
separatingurselvesrom nonhumannatureaslosng the ability to respondto morethan
humarrealmsWeirsuggesthedegre®f suchconnectivitiess perceiveandliveddifferently
by humansaandnonhumansand = W Koitlon of umweltreinforceghe perspectivéhat there
canbeno singleundestandingpf Q D W( LU83)u

Regardinghow one perceivesand lives such connectivesMeg speaksabout small
momentf belongingThesearethe becomingsvith andthroughthe etheaviththe ELR P H -V
worldingproducing” Q Hiddsof relationemergingrom nonhierarchicallliancesymbiotic
attachmentsndthe minglingof creativeD J H QKWik¥ey& Helmreich201Q p.546) Weare
alwayand alreadgonnectedbut theseconnectionsnay affectus differently Consequently
therearedifferentdegreesf understandingndenactinguchconnectiondVearenot asimple
additionto the externaknvironmentnor is the externaknvironmena simpleadditionto us.
Ratherwearewith(in)the environmentandthe environments with(in)us.

Plumwood(2008)suggestsulturesare losing their senseof connectivitywith the
processesf dematerialisatiotnecomingevermore detachedrom the ecologicalnd life-
sustaiing conditions.The lost senseof connectivityis translatednto flaweddemandghat
deceivais wedo not knowwhoweare whothe othersare who supportsvhomandat what
cost.Wedetachandlosesightof multiplelaboursandlabourershumanandnonhuman.

In the contextof my fieldworkat TreeElbow andthe with(in)the flows of the wider
bioregionof the WombatForesttheseconnectivitiesreenactedsustaineandlivedthrough
the meshworkof humanand nonhumarbioregionajourneysWalkingfor food andfuel is
aboutcorporeallynappingheterrain buildingknowledgef scatterefiood geographiefpot
onthegroundbodyandeyesn the bioregionalvorldlytext.

Theactof gift takingfrom the commongresuppose®sponsabilitieswe enterthe
gift circulationDrawingnutrientsfrom therecyclinggf humanshitspecifiaecipesiependent
uponthe weathefvorld contextandspecifichioregionatonditionsGardenings a meshof
humanvisionandprocessetsngledvith the moretharthuman Attendingthegardens always
andalreadyroundedn a powerfulimpositionof howwethe humansimaginehe landto be.

Humanactivitiesaretangledwith the inextricabilitie®f mortal relatednessyith flows and
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space®f powerandcare nourishingwhenaddingthe humanureandkilling whenweeding.
Ratherthana dreamof selfsufficiencyandquestfor Edenic ‘natureyl gardenings a highly
intrusionistand productionistperformancewith multiple morethanrhumanprocesseand

agenciethat hingeon our ideasof how this spaceshouldbe andwho is welcomedOn the

otherhand,gardeningelatesusto the E L R Rvdrlding.We growin bioregionaknow-how

with the cropsthatgrowandthosethatfail.

From TreeElbowto thewiderbioregionof the WombatForestfor MegandPatrick
questioningthe connectivitiesbehind the coupled $Q WK U R Sd&# RQIBIMWDORFHQH -\
madnessesieanssituatingyourselfdayby-day, seaso#by-seasonthroughthe changeyou
makeyouraffectandbeingaffectedTheveryplacehatmakesougrowsupportsyouto some
extent materiallyand affectivelyandit meanggift takingandthe returningof gifts. Living
bioregionallyin such a way is about responsibilitiesand responsabilities, solidarities,
obligationsgaringfor, nourishindife; so, it is aboutinescapablmortalrelatedness|lowing
deathandevenkillingto happen.

Whatfollows is the accountof my morethanrhumanfieldwork experiace wherel
think-write transcorporeallpbout such connectivitiesn relationto the weathemworld as
experienceduringmyfieldworkat TreeElbow.First,| focuson how! hadto becomen-tune,
how | hadto becomewith the bioregionatonditionsof the weathesorld Comingto terms
with the realitythat highly carbon dioxideemissivetechnologypermittedme to fly from
fieldwork in one bioregionto anotherin a short period of time. Second,| addresghe

performancethatsituatednealongthe food-shitsoil dwellingactivities.

4.30nweatheriagdsoiling.

Theweatheringerceivedt Tree Elbow andwith(in) the adjacenbioregionof the Wombat
Forestcannotbeenclosedimplybythe quarteracreplot. Thesamédor locavordood-shitsail
relationshipsThe demando unveilthemmeangjuestiomg largeragrilogicandagrilogistics
(Morton, 2016)f thedominantfood systemhencecriticalbioregionalism.

To dweltin-placeacknowledginthe alwayandalreadyrocessesf thelifeworld,isto
be situatedamonga meshof metabolicenergyflows, moretharthumanagenciegrocesses
and eventswith(in) the bioregionaltext of the weathemworld, whichis alwaysnd already
mutually affectedby and affectinglargerflows. This repositioningwith(in) the sentient
bioregionalecologyof the O D Qiltigpeciesand elementallively meshworkinvolves

groundingourselvesensoriallysensuouslgndthustranscorporeally.
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To think transcorporeallguggestshe very materialinterconnectednesad flows
betweenbodies, human and non, multiple substancesand elements,and place. Such
transcorporealitig only possibldecausef theveryporouspermeabilitpf earthlybodiesin
being of the weathemworld we are dwaysand alreadyranscorporealpermeablesubjects,
embodiecdndembeddedxposedowardsandexposedipontheearthlyscaped theweather
world with their inherentflows and affects.Such permeabilityfurther muddlesthe self
sufficiencynarrativevhilesetting” D V th&ditificationof the { in favorof the embracef
themultiple theintertwinedthe V H Q \(AdakhBl2010 p.24).Astranscorporeaubjectswe
needo beconstantiyourishedvith life-sustaininformsof matter with andthroughair,with
andthroughwater,with andthroughfood. We areall connectedn the relationakcological
sensebut the degreeand qualityof the life-sustainingorms differ in the $QWKURSRFHQH -V
shadowplaces.

In thismyriadof neapeasanperformancesf andtowardsbelongingin andthrough
the gardenpne producesa novelbody more attunedto the multipleresourcesnorethan
humanagenciesnd processedVhereand how to gatherthe fallenwood?How to grow a
tomatofrom aseedMow to growwith the cropandhowto fail with it? How to compostyour
shit?Beingawareof theseconnectivitiess transformativeT hat awarenesgroundsyou in
responsibilitiesthat, in turn, enacts responseabilities and novel connectivities.As
transcorporeal subjettscomingwith Tree ( O E RaddMswe expogdourselveso the very
‘stuff pof theworld,conscioushat,asAlaimo(2016)writes, " WoRacticeexposurentailsghe
intuitivesenser the philosophicatonvictionthatthe impermeabl&/esterrhnumansubjecis
nolonger W H Q [pBPRegognitiorthatmy own bodilyexistencelepend®sn thefood | eat
aslocavorethewatergatheredrom theroofs,andthe soiluponwhichl walkstrengtheneohy
sensef theserelationshipandmy entangledvith thesdife-sustainingonnectivities.

Within the first weekof my residency realsed how justthe right conditionsof the
weathemvorld canbe life-sustainingwhereagonditionsthat my body hasneverexperienced
canbe life-threateninglLightningstrikesin November2019initiateda serief firesin East
Gippslandwhichwerenot containedintil lateFebruary020Thesaveathemorld conditions
becameknown as the Black Summer.Throughoutmy fieldwork we hadto preparefor
evacuatiomhreetimes,eachtime packingustessentiabelongingsn a backpackT hesewere
terrifyingmomentof copingwith somethingompletelyewto me:thedegre®f connectivity
alsoworksin that way.l wasslowlyacclimating to the localweathemworld wheredaysof
increasingemperatureserefollowedby asudderdecreas&ometimes becameocoldand

wetthat | hadto light the wood stovein Cumquatalsorespondingo suchweatherindy
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choosinghe right clothesto wearandthe right food to eat.In afew daysthe heatbuilt up
againreachingextremelyjhot dayswith gustywinds,andit wasduringtheseeventsthat the
highestpossibilityof fire risk madeus packour bags.] wasweatheringexperiencingind
learninchowto copewith suchfluctuatingoioregionaleathesvorld.

Neimanisand Walker (2014)suggest” E U L Qclim&ekhangehomg (p. 559) to
challengéhedistantandtoo oftenabstractacetof climatechangeBy bringingit hometo our
bodieswe areexperiencingndunderstandingurselvessweatheringthatis, ~ L Q-&ttlvely
madeandunmadéythechill of atoo-coldwinterthediscomforiof atoo-hot V X Qlgimanis
& Walkey 2014 p.573).By recogrsing multiplebodieshumanandnot, implicatedn andat
thesamdimearisinghroughthe makingof theweathenvenoticeourownimplicationsn the
climaticconditionsaroundus, thick with co-labouredtemporalitieghat we arealsomaking
possiblgéNeimanist Walker2014 p.573).

By bringingclimatechangeénometo our bodieswereimagine” R Xadtiesasarchive
of F O L P(Raivhdmst Walker2014 p.559).To think aboutweatheringndour bodiesas
transcorporegflashyarchivehomess aboutreconfiguringa spacetimeelationshipwith the
weathemworldthatistoo oftenabstractTo thinkaboutweatheringsto understantheweather
andthe climatein transcorporedkrms:asoccurringat the sametime, of, in andthroughus.
To think of ourselvesisweatheibodiesmeansacknowledginthe transcorporealonnectivity
anddirectdouble ~ | O BfZneteorologicdife transitshroughus,justasthe actionsmatters,
andmeaningf our own bodiesreturnto the climatein myriad Z D \ {Negimanis& Walker
2014 p.560).

Thus, veatherings awayof being/becomingamodeof affectinganddifferentiating
thatbringshumansnto relationwith themorethanhumarnweathemorld.In thebioregiorof
theWombatForestthisflashyweatheringnterminglesndoverlapsvith humanplacemaking
efforts: heating/coolingdwellingsadequatelyathering/haulingvood fuel, attendingto the
growing/failingcrops,attendingo our bodieswith adequatéuidsandsolids.

To reimaginelimatechangeastranscorporeaheango attendio ourselveasweather
bodiesand as weatheringforegroundinghe transcorporealelationsbetweernthe weather
worldandourbodieslt meanseconsiderintheprocesseandevent®of themorethanhuman

affectedby our worldmakingprojectsin the first place.This callsus into ~ W K{inkeNa
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transcorporeal stretching between present, future and past, that foregrounds a
nonchronologicalG X U D W I[{NRe(nhBr& Wialker 2014 p.561).

Fig. 11.: Stacked wood with rays of sun. StillTfremEIboiirawczyk, 2022).

Protectedrom therainandgustsof windwhileexperiencingoththecoolnighsand

extreméy hot daysin thetiny Cumquat| learredtherightresponséor my weatheringpody:
appropriatelothesshuttingwindowsto keepout the heat,ventilatingn the afternoonsand
closingin the evening$eforethe mosquitoggetin. At the gardernlevel,l waslearningand
understandingvhatandhow cropsgrow in the gardenhow the weathewvorld fluctuations
influencehehouseholdandhowthe compostindiumanureavith its morethanhumanabour
is beinginfluencedl| waslearningo gathemvoodfrom a “cleareqaregoreviously’damaged
by another ‘extremeuweathemorld eventa yearago, noting that such ‘extremaquand
‘damagingconditiondetusgathethewood(sedrig. 1) thatl hadto learnto stackproperly
soit coulddry welloverthe comingmonthsandbe readyfor the winter.Wehadto checkon
goats(Capréehircusin the commonsgivethemwaterand checkon seedlingplantedin the
WombatForest.

Weneedto reimagin®urselvesranscorporeallygsweathebodieshatareweathering
becauseearesimultaneousfyroductsandproducersf theweathemorld wearein thethick
timeof thetranscorporeairetchingAs NeimanisandWalker(2014yividlyexpresonce” Z H
hold onto the belief that we canseparat®ur humanbodiesfrom climate(closeour doors,
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resisthe winds) we maintainaworldviewof relatingothe earth ratherthanworldingwith L W pt
(p.567).

Thenarrativeof ravaginglimatechangecoupledwith the narrativeof the searctor
adequatg@eoengineeredolutionshinges on ~ Dinearearthtime wherepast,presentand
futuremakeup atime-line of humanprogressiorachronosof self D F W X D (Nidibafis R Q p
andWalkey 2014 p.567).By narrativiing the exteriorgationof time wearesituatedbeyond
andseparateayut of reachof morethanhumanprocessewith morethanhumanrealmsand
weatheras merebackgroundinstead whenwe are of the weathefvorld, alwayand already
weatheringisweatheibodieswe areofthe transcorporedtretchinglongpresenfuture past
nonchronologicdaime, ~ D Qu&assignificantlyvearemadebythetimemakerallaround X V
(Neimanis Walker2014 p.569).

In this bioregionalweathefvorld, weatheringn the thick time of transcorporeal
stretchingl wasbecomindgnowledgeabla theweatherZ R U @aBefgroundme. Tomatoes
(Solanutycopersciwmareslowto ripenthatsummerbutthecoloursof theworldlytextturned
redwith the pricklybushef the raspberrie @anoyeoby both humansandthe

Currawong$StrepegraculinaDuring the hottestdays| walkedbarefootuntil I gotbittenby
a jackjumperant (Myrmecigilosu)adwellingin the passageetweerthe swaleof potatoes
(SolanumaberosyiandearlycabbagefBrassiaderacea

Stickingcloseto theweatherZ R U @ mdkersduringthe cold nightsandcoldearly
morningswith atapestrypf dew,| woregumbootsselectivelpickingoff thesluggGastropoda)
eatingthe cropswe weretryingto cultivateTheseweremomentsof intentionakilling asthe
slugswerefed to the chickensandducks,so we could eattheir eggs andmorelife could be
nourishedn lifedeathworlds.A flourishinggarderrequiresiecaytiecompositioanddeathso
thatlifedeathis sustainedn additionwewerestickingto our garderagrilogi@andagriogistics,
whereethicsansein wayfaringhroughthe swalesandin becomindknowledgeablgboutwho
andwhatserve®ur purposesyith cleaminariegsowardsotherspeciesvantedandunwanted,
helpfulandunhelpful desirecandlessdesiredowardsour worldmakingprojects.

Backin my fieldworksitein Sicilyl hadto makesensef ongoingdifedeathprocesses
in theawkwardlourishingwith the hot compospile.In thesamdieldworksite,| hadto make
sensef beedglyingin thewiderbioregionj hadto makesens®f thosedeathsandaffected,
| repositionednto the world backagainin the ongoinggardemmaintenancat TreeElbow, |
couldhaverefusel to picktheslugsput| did continuewith thislabourwhichwaspartof my

dutiesfor stayinghere Anotheroptioncouldhavebeenlettingchickensandducksdo thejob,
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but this meantmanyof the cropswe wereattendingvould havegone,andwe did not want
that.

| haveto admit, slugsbecamean easilydisposabldifeform. Stickingcloseto the
weatherZ R U e m\akersthis lifeform appeas at a specifidime,andwe hadto act.There
is no excusefor those deathsfrom my side,just bioregiontrouble to makesenseof in
flourishingworlds whereethicalchoicesstick closeto the ground.Flourishingmultispecies
worldsconcernmultipleactorsentangledogether(Haraway2013,2016) wherecarefor the
gardenisambivalentn caringfor thevegetaspeciethatbecomedood for humaninhabitants,
we hadto engagevith intentionalkillingsof this lifeform. To troublea bit this bioregional
stayingwith the trouble,in the samefieldworksitel hadto assistowardsotherkillingsand
deathsl will focuson theseactslater.For now, let uskeepweathering.

To bring climate changeback home, to (re)positionourselvedranscorporeallas
weatherindpodiesjs alreadyan ethicepoliticalact.lt is up to uswho areprivilegedo direct
thoseresponsabilitiesThis meanghinkingactingthroughthe connectivitiesynderstanding
the relationship$ehind placemakinghereat our bioregionaland householdevels,while
demandingand unveilingthe place(un)makingelationshipslsewhettiee shadowplaceslt
meangakingresponsibilitandenactingesponsabilitiesfor howwemovearoundheworld,
whatwe eat,how we clothe,andthe fuelswe use.In the nextparagraphs$ focuson another
transcorporedllow amongfood-shitsoil connectivityunveilingthe relationshipspanning

multiplebodieshumanandnonhuman.

4.4Soiling(d€atingasanagriculturact.

Reimaginingurselveasweathebodieghatareweatheringneangngaging aworldviewof
worldingwith(in) the weathemvorld. How aboutshiftingsuchworldviewin relationto soils?
How aboutreimaginingurselvesissoitbodiesthat aresoiting?Using silingasa verbis an
ethicepoliticalactto graspandunveilthetangledstoriesof humansoilbecomingsrchivedn
multiplebodiesspannindgrom our ownbodilyhometo othermorethanhumanbodiesof the
livelymeshworlof theland.

Let me startwith a lively questionwhatexactlyaresoils?Or, to follow the material
vitalisthint, who aresoils?2Jenny(1994)provides ajoodintroductorydefinition descrilng
soilsas = S Do) &vnuchlargersystenthatis composedf the upperpartof thelithosphere,
the lowerpartof the atmosphereanda considerablpartof the E L R V S(K.18)USdi[sare

morethanathin layerof the ( D U \8fist.Boilsarelivelysystemdundamentatlimaticactors

96



that regulatestorereleasecarbon a dynamicbiogeochemicglrocessf the biosphereand
(D U WK (Gfranjou& Salazar2019).Justone gramof soil cancontainup to a million
organismghemajorityof whichareyetto beidentifiedBardget&vanderPutten 2014)Soils
are sympoeticbecomingspar excellencea meshworkof dynamicrelationshipsbetween
organismandtheweatherZ R U nudhesto specificimespacen the ( D U \Bidtedyions.
Soilsaremeshworkdyut theyarealsoprocessesanglechumansoil naturalculturadtoriesof
how societiedreatedthem. To think of ourselvesssoilingmeansmaginingourselvesisa
transcorporeatretchcaughin thewebof the currentfood systenthatspansnultiplebodies
andearthlyscapesgriculturapracticesndpoliciesfrom shadowplacesightto our table As
soiling(s)wearemakerandunmakersf the soilsthatmakeand unmakeus.

Reimaginingurselvesssoitbodiesandassoling(shingesuponandthenre-affirms
"V R&li@ng, arelationakntityof whichhumansare S D (Pdigi2014 p. 26).Practsing an
imaginaryf soilingisaboutunveilingsuchconnectivitieandrelationsandbeinghonesiabout
themto craft betterresponsabilitiesandresponseablecitizenscreatinghovelrelationships
with soilswherehopefully” Q Hlithensionsf soilflourishingpecomesvidentandthedistress
of soil ecosystemis renderedethically DFN QR Z O HZ- YOLERAAEDp. 270). 2- % ULHQ
proposes notion of soil integrity,a keyimaginaryn the emergencef novelrelationalities
towardssoils.Soilintegrityis intendedasa processual S U R SHibk&kspecierelationships
betweerplantsmicrobesand L Q Y H U W 2 E% D2OPRD/ 217 3).

Thereis amissingpiecein thisimaginaryf soil integritythe humancomponentAs
soiling(s)weareintegrato soilbecomingsAs makerandunmakersf thesesoilworlds they
makeandunmakeus in turn, assoitbodiesthroughtranscorporeatretchingpf agricultural
practicests logicandlogisticof whatarrivesatour table Practsing theimaginaryf soiling
rendersvisiblethis life-sustainingontinuumandconnectivitypetweerus andthe soils.This
consequentlgenderst possibléo demandusticein relationto soils.

For me, silingat TreeElbow meantbeingandbecominghroughthis transcorporeal
stretchingspanningmultiple performancesiultiple bodies,human and not, agricultural
practiceandearthlyscapesxtensivesoiling As placemakerandunmakersveareplacelings
(Escobar2001) As weathetbodiesof theweathemworld,recognsingthe multitudeof bodies
tangledn weathetimes,madeandunmadeby weathesvorld, we areweatheringSq assoit
makersand unmakersin turn madeand unmadeby thosesoils,we are soilingandwe are
soilingsPracting imaginaryf soiling® how we viewsoils,how we treatthem,directlyand
indirectly® questioninghow our food getsto our table and through what agrilogicand
agriogisticsis aboutposthumarethics Thatis, ~ Q Rb@utthe right responseo a radically
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exterior/izedother,but aboutresponsibilitandaccountabilityor the livelyrelationalitiesf
becomingof whichwearea S D (Bafal2007 p.393).

Drawing on the transcorporeaideaof weatheringl now wantto graspanother
transcorporeallow, focusingon the relationshipbetweenfood-humanuresoil that spans
multiple humanand nonhumanbodies.At Tree EIbow recognitionof theselife-sustaining
connectivitiesneaniquestioninghe currentdominantagrocorporat®od model.In practical
terms,t meantggrowingsomeof yourfood, walkingfor food throughthe commonsandbeing
part of alocalfood co-op. It meantquestioninghe flow of nutrientsand following the
transcorporedlow throughthe body;it meantyour shithadto be compostegroperlyand

givenbackto thesoil.

Fig. 12.: At the table. Still frofmee Elbofi{rawczyk, 2022).

This way of connectivitythinkingactingbinds with the E L R Padriding towards
responseabilities,enactingrelationshipswith the weathemworld, with local food and fuel
sourcesyith andthroughthe gardenlt doessotranscorporeallyhroughearthlybodieswith
andthroughthefood: theingestednatter transformednsideour bodiesgxpelledsshit the
compostechumanurehroughmorethanhumanlaboursandlabourersflowing backto the
soil. As we areweatheringso we aresoiling.As we areweatheibodies,we are soitbodies,
(un)maker®sf soils andthroughour eatinghabitsandthe agriculturalogicandlogisticsve
(in)directlysupport

Considerhow reimaginingurselvesssoilingis tangledwith eating andhow thisis

tangledvith anothetranscorporealctof shittingandcompostingitmyfieldworksite Letme
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explorethesetwo actsl addresshislife-sustainingctof eatingotherthanhumanbodiesasa
transcorporeaict of becomingwith the food, with its flavour, but alsoinevitablywith the
underpinninggrilogicandagrilogistis The actresultsn anothertranscorporeadct,that of
expellingshitfrom the body,latertransformedy humanandmorethanhumanlaboursand
labourersnto compostThe humanure&eomposis thenfedtranscorporealiyhroughthe flow
of nutrientsto anotherbody,the soil,whichis the veryskinmeshworlof the largerhodyof
theEarth.

We areweatheibodiesalwayand alreadweatheringthus, we cannotbe an external
addition,somehowbeyondthe weathemvorld Along thesetranscorporedinesof thinking
canwe be out of the soil?Whenevewe walk,stepon the ground,moveon bicyclesdrivein
carson the bitumen, gardenor pour concrete,we are always(in)directlyaffectingand
contributingo themodificatiorof soilsAswearemaker®f theweathemorld,sotooweare
makersandunmakersf the soilswhichin turn (un)makaus.

Thelife-sustainingonnectivitghatconnectsiswith soilsistheactof eatingWeenact
this connectivitythroughour decisionshecauséhe food weingesimustcomefrom the soils
treatedwith specificagrilogiandagriogisticsJustaswe arealwayandalreadyeatheringye
are soilingand we are soitbodies.We are transcorporeallfed by soils, by the lively food
underworldof the soilcommunitiesandtheir moretharthumanlaboursandlabourerswhich
transcorporeallgassthe nutrients flavours,andits agripoliticgo us. Soilingalsoworksthe
otherway:non-passinghesenutrientsandflavourswhiledepletingsoilsin the shadowplaces
throughspecifiagrilogiandagriogistics.

In thinkingwritingaboutfood, | drawon % H U2010Yotionof ‘extensiveleasurgl
asanethicopoliticalmodeof eatingthatextendeyondthe actof savouringo demanding
andunveilingherelationshipthatenabledhefoodto arriveatourtable Eatingis pleasurable
andnecessarygtit alsoembracegdomainsof ethicsandpolitics.This pleasurelemandshe
primaryethicoepoliticalquestionsabouttheserelationshipandconnectivitiesvhereour food
comesfrom, who cultivatest andat whatsocieenvironmentatost,how V R laBGddrsand
labourersareusedto achievaheseagriproducts-or me the pleasuref savouringethically
grownfood embodieghe food justicecritique asit demandsunveilingrelationship®f the
liveshumanandnot,andtheworldsfrom whichthisfood comesT heextensivgleasurarises
from the practicesof growingyour own crops and being part of the local food co-op,
demandingo unveilthe connectivitieghatbroughtfood to mytable.

Foodjusticedemandsinveiling/criticeing andultimatelychallengingndchanginghe

currentlogic and logisticsof the agrocorporatéood system.The food justicemovement
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guestionshestructurabppressiongnequalitieandinjustice®f howrace/gender/clasaffect
thosewho produceandthosewho eat(Alkon & Agyeman2001) Movingbeyondthe-human,
| arguethatby embracingurselvesissoiling(s)the food justicemovemenshouldunveilthe
currentpracticesowardsghe morethanrhuman andquestiornow morethanrhumanlabours
andlabourersareharnessetb supportthe logicandlogisticsof the currentfood systemin
other words, the food justice movementwants to reimaginean alternativeto the
Plantatioo F H Qagdicgndlogistics.

At TreeElbowandin thewiderbioregionof the WombatForest] waslearningabout
theselife-sustainingelationshipsvith andthroughfood. | waslearningto tamemorethan
humanprocessem the garderto producecrops,learningo be partof the localfood co-op
andacknowledgthe growersy nameandpracticesnvolvedJearningo composthumanshit
andreturnit to the soil. Anotherfundamentahndextensivg@erformancevasthe verbalfood
acknowledgmenitualthatintroducedeachmealsed-ig. 12. Throughthesedailyspokeracts,
| wassituatingnyselfin aliminalpositionbetweerameshof theactorsacknowledginiguman
andmorethanhumanprocesseandlabourghatmadethefood wewereaboutto eatpossible.
Eatingmomentsveresacrednot simplyasmomentsof rest,butasprofoundmomentof re-
enactmenbf the life-sustainingonnectivitied. slowlylearredto recogrse everyingredient
from the pantryby personallgngagingvith thefood producton (sed-ig. 10. In theritual,we
alsoacknowledgetthe morethanrhumanlabourandlabourershatmadethefood possible.

| waspositioningmyselfin aliminalspacelongthe food chainwherethe veryactof
embodyingthe food was foregroundedthrough rituals of embodyingrelationshipsthe
underlyingalreadgndalwaylgfe-sustainingonnectivitieAs Crist(2019simplyyetpowerfully
states:

The currentfood systenpretendshatfood hasnothingto do with relationshipsBecausef this

pretencethe dominantfood systenbetraysll the relationshipghatareinherentin food:to RQH -V

body;to oneanotherto the wild anddomesti@animalsto the land,soil, rivers Jakesandwetland;

to the oceanand evento the seasonsThe industrialfood modelat bestdishonorsand mostly

abusesveryrelationshighatfood entails(pp.211212)
We mustunveiltheserelationshipsEspeciallypecausehe currentfood productionsystem,
namelythelogicof the Plantatioocenehasalonghistoryof brokenrelationshipshrougha
meshof colonialistimperialistracialandcapitalistorms Thesalependuponandcontribute
to exploitation slaverygenocideyiolenceandimperialisnof both humansand morethan
humansgdeeplyimplicatedn the globalenvironmentathangesincethe 15th century(Holt-
Giménez2017 Murphy& Schroering2020).
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To invokethe logic of Plantationocenis to makethe point that one of the major
humaninflicted driversof planetaryalterationis the plantatioAdbasedwvorld-systenof food
production.The narrativeof fixing a brokenfood systemhingeson the ideathat this system
usedto work effectivelyBut asHolt-Giménez2017)nvitesusto reflect,thefood system” L V
unjustandunsustainabléut it isnot E U R NgHIBQ). The systenfunctionswell within the
capitalistood logicasit concentrategowerin the handsof the privilegedninoritywhilethe
negativesocialand environmentaktonsequenceare disproportionatelypassedo racially
stigmasedgroups.

Fukuokg2009)aJapanesaganidarmerandphilosophenyrotethatgoodagriculture
" M Ranigh@sgrops,andhumanbeingsnto one E R Gp.117).Thus, silingwellnvolveshe
mutuallysupportiveandintermingledneshworkof goodagriculturapracticeghat produce
goodfood. Soilingwelinvolvesa food relationshigpanningnultiplehumanandmorethan
humanbodiesagencieandprocesses.

As Barad2007)writes

We areresponsibléor theworld of whichwearepart,not becausé is anarbitraryconstructiorof

our choosingput becauseealityis sedimenteaut of particulampracticeghat we havearole in

shapingandthroughwhichwe areshaped(p. 390)
To eatwellmeansalreadyengagingn ethicepoliticalagripracticesvell Suchethicepolitical
imaginaryf inhabitingandeatinghingeson theideathatthe food we eatis not amerething
rather a transcorporeactof connectivityspanningnultiplehumanand moretharthuman
bodieshroughthefood chain.

Slow Food movement foundeetrini(2015)definessuchethicapoliticaleatingasa
gastronomyf liberationthatis dismantlingnultipleoppressionandviolencerelatedo the
currenthegemonidood productionsystem.To questionwhat we eatis to questionthe
dominantagriculturapracticebecausee choo® whatagriculturamodelgo supportvia our
eating choicegatingwelbecomesnethicepoliticalactfor food justiceThisincludegustice
for peoplewvhoembodythatfood, justicefor thosewho growit, andjusticefor themorethan
humanmeshwork ~ W Kibspherdahat enablegsheseprocesseand eventuallyabsorbgheir

H 11 H BoMAOR2016 p.146).

Shitturnedinto compostwaspraisedat Tree Elbow. | shiftedfrom usingglovesto
handlethe bucketsn theinitial phaseso sensoriallgngamgwith composin its agingohase.
| wassurprisedy the colour,crumblytexturethatcouldbe formedin my hand,andthedeep
earthysmell A sensorigbecomingwith. TreeElbowallowed méhepossibilityto attendacrop

of potatoeggrowingin the shitmadeinto-compostinto-soil. It wasan extensiveleasureo
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harvesthis crop,cultivatedn thatsoil,cookedon acastiron pot madeout of earthyminerals
andmaterialsyith the food co- R SolWe oil 3 aliquid fat from the fruits of olivetrees(Olea
europaéa ‘Salutgupressedn Boort, DjaaraCountry,roughly170km from the food co-op,

with woodfuel (seeFig. 1) from the patchof thecommondorestdowntheroad,sprinkled
with saltfrom Pink Lakegiftedby Bob, the neighboulacrossheroad.Foodon thetable(see
fig. 12) with the unveilingof the relationghroughthe dailyrituals,is onepartof the soiling.
The otherstartswith the corporeapositionof squattingandit doesnot endin the bucket.

Compostindiumanshitisthe nextstep.

4.50ncompostmgmashit.Theotheendfsoiling.

Bennett (2007 points to the vagabondqualitiesof food. The dominant agrilogicand
agriogisticamakefood travelacrosghe globe but herel amthinkingaboutthe moreprivate
vagabondjualityof food:the proces®f digestionwherefood is transformedy morethan
humanprocessesl he morethanthumandigestionrelieson the microbialcommunity,the
microbiomeThesanorethanthumanotherswithinusnotonlymuddletheideaof selfmaking
humars, but alsothe verynarrativeof self,becausé revealghatour body is not exclusively
human it is alwayand alreadynoretharthuman (Reeset al, 2018).The developmenbf
practice®f sanitatiorandregimef hygieneseweragandwatertreatmentalongwith the
developmentf vaccineandantibioticslaidthe groundfor the germtheoryWhilehelpingto
savehumanlives,this producedhe microbeasa controllableandkillableentity.In turn, the
missingmicrobesmade us vulnerableto allergiesautoimmuneissuesand inflammatory
disease®©nly recentlywe areturning backto the microbiomeand acknowledgings life-
sustainingrocessef®r us,thecompositiorandprocessesf the microbiomentricatedn the
biologicalprocesseghe intricateness the immunesystemin our cognitivecapacitiegand
emotionabktategBeck 2021 Lorimer, 2016).

Sojthevagabondoodtravelstheagrilogi@andagriogisticzontributeo thefood miles
and shadowplaceswhereasnorethanthumanprocessesisideour bodiesmakefood flow
transcorporeallifencetheotherendof soiling.To eatwellquestionshelogicandlogisticof
thecurrentagreindustryTo eatwellisanagriculturahctof justiceTheextensiveonnectivity
demandsve askwheredoesmyfood comefrom, wheredoesmy shitendup?

Shitis a by-productspanningnultiple bodiesinking our bodieswith earthlyscapes,

humanandnonhumanaswell aslinkingand spanningnultipleplacesilt is a vibrantmatter
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(Bennet2010)too muchvibrancyandflourishingon the unwantedside(for us)cankill us®
After all, we live in the Wasteocengherethe injusticesare inflicted unevenlyjnscribing
toxicallyinto the Z R U lu@akandmorethanhumanbodiesandcomirg with ahegemonic
narrativehatobscurethecontaminationandthosewhotry to spealagainsit (Armierq 2017,
2021).

Corporealshitting techniquesas well as shitdisposaltechniquesevolvedthrough
humannaturalculturalangledhistory.Over the courseof its naturalculturahistory,shit has
beenseerandutilisedasapowerfulfertiliserin agriculturasocietiesjnderthenameof ‘night
soily(Kawaetal, 2019)or, sincethe adventof anurbansedsewagsystemasscarywasteto
flushawayAs Phillips(2014)notessimilarto ~ F H UddhdrioQitiegsugarcodfish,iron ore,
petroleum)shithasthe powerto alterthe courseof humanaffairs.especiallwhenit reminds
usthatthecallof natureis neveronewe canaffordto ignorep(p. 173).

Whendoesshit transformfrom a usefulagriculturafesourcdo somethingo flush
awaywithoutknowingwheret endsup?Whendoesshitbecomeshifthetoxicwasteroducing
toxic placesAgriculturakocietieseliedon nightsoilasanagronomicesourcethatis,human
excremenasfertiliser. Theadvenbf industriakationandurbangationin 19thcenturyEurope
and North America,and the imposedculture and urbantechniqueof flushingthat came
throughsanitatiordevelopmentaidthe basidor flushableshitremovaklswe knowit today.
As Marxistscholardhaveobservedthis triggereé metaboliaift in the interactionbetween
humanbodiesand agriculturalands,the disruptionin the cycleof nutrientsfrom human

E R GearthfyscapéKawaetal, 2019 Moore 2011). Followingthe multipleenclosuref the
commonsn pastcenturiespreventinghe peoplefrom usingthe commonearthlyscapesd
resourceprevioushheldin common this time it wasabouta differentmetabolicenclosure;
thatis, blockingthefertilising shitto thoseagriscapes.

Earlycapitalisagricultureespondedo thelossof fertilityin variousvaysgraveyards
weredugup andold battlefieldsninedfor bonesfor useasfertiliser. Thosefarmersvhowere
stillontheland,subjugatetb landlordshadno motivationto caefor the O R luGithéeywere
renting.A land form focusedon keepingpeoplein agriculturalandscapewith soitcaring

6 The World Health Organisation (2017) report on diarrhoea is very clear about the killable vibrancy of shit: it kills
525,000 childreevery year. This is more than AIDS, malaria and measles combined, and accounts for one in nine
child deaths worldwide. Death is caused by depleting bodily fluids through profound dehydration, with about 88%

of diarrhoeaelated deathettributable to urade water, lack of quality sanitation and inadequate hygiene. Human

shit, combined with inadequate hygiene and poor management, is implicated in numerous transmissions of diseases
such agholera, polio and typhoid.
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practicesandtherecyclingpf multiplehumanandnonhumarmanuresvouldbeasolutionto

themetaboligift (Holt-Giménez2017)Later,with thecolonialdreanof conquestizuropean
empireexploitechundred®f nitrogenrichguandslandswith thesubjugatethndsproviding
the necessamesourcesin addition,the adventof synthetidertiliser supportedoy universal

agronomi¢houghtlaidthefoundationgor theexpansionf agrariamapitalisnof thatperiod.

Fig. 13. Entrance to the squatting toilet. Still ffoee Elbofi{rawczyk2022).

Soilsarelively, theyarebiophysicgbrocesse¥ettangledn naturalculturakorlds soils
arealsosocopoliticalprocesseandproductg EngeiDi Maurqg 2014)In 1840yon Liebigthe
father of contemporaryagriculturalthought and science Jaid the groundsfor modern
syntheticallgrivenagriculturdoy identifyingandsimplifyingthreebasicelement$ nitrogen,
phosphorousindpotassium asnecessarfpr plantgrowth(Marchesi2020) Reducingsoils
from livingto inert,the simplifiedplantnutrientscouldbe pouredinto soils.

Von / L H EthalugWtradicallynfluencechumansoilrelationspntologiesandsoilsata

planetarylevel.In simplifyingthe soils and conceivingthem as magazineghe mineralist

7For example, the colonial dreancafiquest continued for Australia through mining guano. TKme2 Phcific

FRUDO LVODQG NQRZQ DV 1DXUX ZDV RQFH ULFK LQ SKRVSKDWH GHSR
Pacific Phosphate company started exploitation through mining inn19974, Australian forces occupied

IDXUX ZLWK $XVWUDOLD VXEVHTXH Q W2006). D@iRg.tisL.calvvisaiion, th islantV KH LV OD
was exploited through s«BLQLQJ DFWLYLWLHY ZLWK PRUH WKDQ abithhleWKH LVODC
2QFH WKH ULFKQHVY ZDV HIWUDFWHG 1DXUX:-V HFRQRP\ FROODSVHG E
colonial relationship, Australia made a deal with Nauru to open and operathame affylum, a refugee

detention centre for thogeélling to enter Australian land by boat (Yaida9)
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managemergpproacho soilsandplantmetabolism” Z Drésonanbf the factoryfloor, with
organicmachinesassembling setnumberof standardizethputson the steadymarchto
K D U Y(Mardhegi2020 p. 213).This sigralled the adventof universahgronomichought,
which subsequentsupportedthe expansionof agrariancapitalismof that period. The
previousbioregionalprganicandplacebasedknowledgehatguidedagriculturasocietiesvas
substitutedy a professionaded one supportinghe capitalisstatesand * D F K Ly pridaBe
andstatesponsoredagriculturaéducatioraslandaroundthe world fell increasinglynto the
handsof investorsseekingnarketbasedeturnson capital L Q Y H V WNrartRewi2020 p.
215).

Simplificatiorof soilscoupledvith mineralistnanagemeraidthegrourdworkfor the

adventof the fertiliser industryand contemporargyntheticagricultureaswe know it today.
) H U W Linddvatibbkeriptednto agricultureasacombineceffort of warandgeopoliticsThe
HaberBoschprocessasindustriabed in Germanyon a largescalefrom 1913.The current
food productionsystenwasborn throughthe combineceffort of warandgeopolitics:
AlfredNobelhadmadehisfortunein explosivesand + D E tahd 9% R V Watk MovidedGermany
with keyinputsfor TNT andgelignitewhichNobelhadpatentedTheirknowledgelecoupledhe
manufacturef gunpowderfrom the extractionof resource$rom specificsitesand allowedthe
productionof weapons« Morethanonehundredmillion deathsn armedconflictscanbelinked
to thewidespreadvailabilitpf ammonigroducedytheHaberBoschprocesgPatebndMoore
2017 p.173)
After World War I, he HaberBoschprocesgor producingammoniavasredirectedrom the
ammunitionindustryinto the growingagriculturaindustry In the meantimeit destroed
peasantgriculturesand Indigenousfood knowledgesteplacingthem with the logic of
industriabndlargescalanonocultivarproducingvave®f commodityfood (Rundgre2016
Vivero-Poletal, 2018§.

In An Agriculturalestame(#940) Howard connecteda seriesof flawsandfailures
presenteth food andhealthto the prevailingnanagememtf soilsatthattime.Howardurged
for the lawof return thatis, the metaboliaift, the returnof compostedvastedackto the
land therebyassuringppropriateeamountsof humus.Later,in TheSoilandHealth(1947) he
clearlypointedto the life-sustainingonnectivitysoil healthin relationto humanandmore
thanhuman Blindnesgowardshis connectivityprevailedn the continuatiorof the form of
agriculturehatarosdrom thejoinedeffortsof warandgeopolitics.

Today,it seemswe are caughtamongtwo extremitiesregardingthe political and

economicinequalitiesof soil and shit. As mentioned,some communitiesare missing
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appropriatesanitatiorandatthe samdimearein needof fertilisers Othersquestiortheflush
cultureandshittinginto drinkablewvater:

To addto theirony, manycountrieswith hydraulicsanitatiorsystemaresimultaneouslgrappling

with problemgelatedo overusef chemicafertilizeron agriculturalandsjncludingmassivelgal

bloomsandthe eutrophicatiorof waterwaygKawaetal, 2019 p.44)
An ecologicalrelationaland ethicaepolitical attitude towardsshit involvesa respons@ble
performancethat of compostingTakingcareof your shit at the householdeveldemands
skiful practiceand moretharthumanlabour.If the naturalculturaéntanglemens enacted
skilfullyin therightconditionsshitbecomesibrantin differentwaysAs compostit becomes
thegoldof ahouseholé&conomyasPatrickoncevividly presented to me.Thiscycleat Tree
Elbowwasdescribedsclosinghepooploop cycleButcriticalbioregionalisrdemandseng
cautiousabout selfsufficiencyand recyclingwaste becauseas a L ae(BONI1)suggeststhis
"L QY Rheuradizbf aseltenclosedirclein whichallwastealluseleseemaindelis sublated:
nothinggetslost, all trashis U H X \{pH3B)uWith the politicsof “sustainabilityasa hotly
contestegboliticalissuetheideaof recyclingvasteneedso clearlarticulatehe connectivities
and shadowplaceselsewheh®w the wasteis cycledand at what costs® environmental,
energeticasociaP andfor whom.

Theactof lookinginto the bucket,asl oftendid at TreeElbow, is aninterestingvay
to enactinothesetof connectivitieColoursandthetexturesarerevealing/Vith threebuckets
weoftentook careof shitthatbelongedhot onlyto ourselvesnpuddlingiurthertheideaof the
privateself.Shitis oddlyours/privateyetvibrantlymorethanrhumanmeshworkThe advent
of the flushingculturearosethroughmodernsanitationtechnologyproducingsubsequent
novelconceptof bodily hygienereshapinghe widersocialbodyandits governancéy the
polis. Shit has beentreatedas materialproperty through its organsationtransformation
procesgransformingociarelationsandthe flow of nutrientsowardsagriculturalands.

Shittingnto thebucketcompostingt throughmorethanrhumanabourandlabourers,
andgivingit backassoitcaringpracticeindicates” W khBdi¢posabf excretds neversimple
disposalRatherit entailengagementith thestate,R Q élvnbodyandsensef SODFHGQHVV
(Pickering 2010 p. 33). With water scarcityrelatedissuesesultingfrom fertilisation with
chemicahgribusinessasidlandgrabbingof fertileland,we needto takethe disposabf shit
seriouslyAs for pissingjt wasconductedwithin the displacedood forestat Tree Elbow. It
involvedwalkingo specificspotsthroughthechangingeasonandconditionf theweather
world,allowingoneto stopunderthetree,noticetheevolutionof thefruits,spotabird andso
on.
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Shithasaninterestinghaturalculturaianglechistorywith the coercivegpowerenacted
by the polis. Throughthe cultureof flush3 with individuaklosetsonnectedo the organsed
sewagesysten? shit connectedur bodiesand the state This in turn, wascrucialto the
formationof ouridentitiesto urbansationandnovelorgansationof thecity,andevento the
riseof nationstatesandfurtherdevelopmentf capitalisn{Laporte 2002 Pickering2010).
By shittinginto abucketandcuttingourselvefrom the seweragsystemyearefacedwith the
questiorof whatto do with thisshit. Thisin turn putsusinto novelrelationshipbligations
andresponseaubilities.

Repetitiorwill maket strongerwearesoiling(s)un)makersf soilsthroughoureating
habitsand agriculturalogicsand logisticsthat we support(in)directlyWith new materialist
thinkers, think aboutethicsgroundedn acknowledginthe agencyandvibrancyof matter,
wherethe:

Sartingpoint of ethicsis « the recognitiorof humanparticipatiorin a sharedyital materiality.

Wearevital materialityandwe aresurroundedy it, thoughwe do not alwayseeit thatway.The
ethicaltask at hand hereis to cultivatethe ability to discernnon-humanvitality, to become
perceptuallppento it. (Bennett2010 p.3)

a L axedexsto wasteasthe “ L Q Hbrdtterdnaterialvhichservesio S X U S ROAHpu35).
We haveto be carefulandhonesthere.Broken,no longerneededwith no usefulpurposeor
ourprojectswastefills the shadowplaceslt addsmorelayergo the Wasteocenéddavingin
mind howtheinequalitiesf theinjusticesnscribento the bodiesthe shadowplaceslsewhere
arealreadyhergat our doorstepswith the flow of pollutantsandtoxins,our homesandour
bodieshecamehadowplacesmadeandunmadéby the verywastenve producg Armieroetal,
2019).

Shitis vibrant it is vital materialityWith the adventof the flush culture,our shitis
flusheddown.No shitto carefor, no responsibilityior responseability. With no shitto care
for, wearecutfrom thisvitalmaterialitpf ~ G H W sEaMdh€ndingsmellingtastingfeeling)
afuller rangeof non-humanpowerscirculatingaroundandwithin humanbodiegu(Bennett
2010 p.xi). Cuttingoff from the sewagéeaveshitat yourdoorstepresponsibilitys shifted
to the shitterto takecareof it properly.This involvesresponsability,the abilityto respond

welto thetangledneshworlof humanandmorethanthumanlaboursthatof compostingt

properly.
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4.6Wherucketrdull.Onsoil(ingksorbfmanifesto.

At this stageof immersingyourselfin this doctoralprojectyou havefollowedthe ILOPZRUO G -V
recipeanddescriptiongainingknowledgendpracticakkillson how to managehe vibrancy
of shit:whatbucketsaareusedandhow,the systenof corporeatechniquethe movemenbf
thefull bucketto the compostbayandthelayeredompositiorof shit,fibrousmaterialyater
to enactdecompositionio enactanothercompositionWhatfollowsis a descriptionof the
morethanhumanabourandlabourersyf theecologicaime/proces®f whathappenso the
vibrancyof shitinsideacompostpile.l drawextensivelpn Megand 3 D W pla&tiaBKills
andinsightssharedduringmy fieldwork,backedy JenkinsTheHumanurndandbool§hitin a
Nutshe(019).

All the bucketsendedup in the humanurecompostbay,wheremonthsof combined
humarandmorethanhumanaboursandlabourersurnedinto anothemeshworkHumanure
canbe compostedy creatinghe right conditionsfor moretharthumanlabourto enactthe
processShitbecomesn organicmateriathat feedsthe morethanhumanlabourersthatis,
the microorganismm the presencef oxygenTheseconditionsarecreatedy addinglayers
of strawandwater.Underthe right compostingconditions potentialhumanpathogensre
destroyegandoverseveramonthshumanures ready.

The morethanhumanlabourspandour distinctivephasesmesophilicthermophilic,
coolingandcuring.The compostbacteriathanksto the combinatiorof carbonandoxygen,
producecarbondioxideandenergySomeenergyis usedby microorganismtor their growth
andreproductionandsomeleaveshe compostasheat.During thefirst stageof composting
with therisingtemperatureseatinghe composimassmesophilibacterigEscherictaaland
othersfrom theintestinatract)proliferatesoonto beinhibitedby therisingtemperatureaith
thermophilicbacteriaakingthe transitionin the compostpile. This secondghasas initiated
whenthe thermophilicorganismsrehighlyactive producinga lot of heat.This stagdastsa
fewdaysweek®r evermonthsdependingntheweathesmorldconditionsandhumarabour
Theheattendsto concentratén the upperpartsof the compostbaywherethe freshmaterial
is constantlybeingadded so humanlabourmay involve adjusing the givenconditionsby
stirringthe pile morefrequentlyaeratingt, andaddinghe elemenbf water.

After thethermophiligphasethethird coolingphasebeginsThemicroorganismthat
retreatedluringthe thermophilicphasenovebackto digesthe coarseorganicnateriathat
hasnot yetbrokendown.Fungi,othermicroorganismgarthwormsndsowbug®nacimore
thanhumanlabourto breakdowntherougherparts.Thereis still morethanhumanlabourto

108



be doneasit will takemonthsto breakdown lignin for examplearisingfrom the woody
materialswhere our shit droppedinto the bucketamongthe sawdustLignin resiststhe
breakdownby the temperaturéoving organismsduring the thermophilic phase,but is
susceptibleo fungiandtheirlabourwhenthetemperaturéropsin the coolingphase.

The maturingphasédnvolvescuringthe compostWe mayaddsomewaterif it istoo
dry, turn the heapand let it restwhile the other two humanurebaysare beingfilled up.
Responsibilityand responsability it is importantto compostwell becausehe microbial
activityin the pile andmorethanhumanlabourwill removethe pathogensausingliseas@
humansandbecauseanmaturehumanureanbetoxicto vegetaspeciedAfter thecuringphase
(seeFig. 14, wewerereadywith our wheelbarrowto put it backinto the garderswalesvhile
othercompostbayswerefilling up andmovingtowardgshe curingphase.

So,to takecareof our shitwe needto respondwe|lwe needto compostt. Megand
Patrickdescribeheir journeyof detachindgrom the sewagasystermanddevelopingheirway
to compostshit asa journeyof becomingwith shit; a journeyfrom beingfecophobeso
fecophilesatransitionfrom fearof shitto loversof shit. Thevibrancyof shitcaneitherkill or
growcrops hencethisvitalmaterialitgdlemandsesponsibilitandskilful practicesT heethical
responséo the questiorof whatto do with the full bucketis groundedn the livelinessand
vitalityof the matterthroughresponseabilitiesTheanswerarein theform of obligationand
responseabilitiesit needdo becompostedvellandto compostis alway$o compostwith.

To recapitulateit takesmorethanhumanlabour/labourersand ecologicatime to
composbur shit. Thehumansenactgherightconditionsyisionsandrecipesbut to compost
isalwaygo composiwith. Hencethe morethanrhumanlabourandecologicalime alwayand
alreadsitalongsideur visionsof time,our dwellingprojectsandour viewsof howthisworld
shouldook. Compostingourshitwells aboutengagingvith differingmultispeciegcological
timeframesscalesndrelationsThe collidingof suchhumanandnonhumaraboursn ahot
compostpile repositionsus with(in) ecologicatonnectivitieaand relationshipsembodying
ecologicaimeandrepositioningistowardscaringiime.

Throughtheongoingpracticeof collectinghebucketslayeringhecompostattending
morethanhumanlaboursandtheirtimescalegndreturningthat matterto the soil,wearein
turn embeddedvith(in) the E L R RPadridMng and the meshworkof obligationsyesponse
abilitiesandcirculationof care.Suchimmersionseposition humanecologicapracticean its
materialethicalandaffective G L P H Q YPuig 2DV5p. 15).Thereareno smoothworldsout
there:we mayhavefollowedthe recipe put the compostcanget “stuckjtit cangettoo dryin

the summerandtoo dampin winter. But the ongoingcirculationof obligationsyesponse
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abilitiesandcarethroughthe changingeasonesf theweathefvorld buildsthe sentienknow
how.
Carework becomedetterwhenit is done againcreatingthe specificityof a relationthrough
intensifiedinvolvementand knowledgelt requiresattentionand fine-tuning to the temporal
rhythmsof an ‘otherpandto the specificrelationghat arebeingwoventogether (Puig 2015 p.
15)
Diversepractitioner®f alternativédormsof agricultureshitcomposteracludedmaketime
to carefor soil by engagingvith multiple morethanhumantemporalscalesjaboursand
labourersBy doingso,theymuddlethe dominanthumanorientedtimescaleReimagininghe
soils as lively and labouring grounds us in speculativesoitcaring ethicepolitics and
performancethatconsidemwhatsoilsaredoingfor usandatwhatcost,andatthe sameime,

whathumansando for livelysoils(Puig 2017).

Fig. 14.: Last stage of the composted shit. StillTreenElbofi{rawczyk2022).

In the currentepochof the Plantatiomocenewhatsoilsarethoughtto be affectsvhat
wemayharnesthemtowardsHerel wantto repropose6 W H ZOH3)nVitationto becareful
of thecomingof the barbarismit is not only alternativgoractitioner&ngagingvith soilcare
temporalitieandperformancewho understandoilsaslively sotoo doesthe productionist
orientedtechnoscientificevolution.

Soilsarenot infinite resourcesNith soil depletionaffectedby globalenvironmental
changewearebeingwarnedhattheE D U ¥oisnightbelosttowardgsheendof thiscentury

(Keesstratal, 2016 Rhodes 2034Currentlyweareexperiencingnincreasednderstanding
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of soilsaslivelyashiftfrom chemicatrivenagricultur@aimedatharnessinthesoils:microbial
underworldThis appeasto beanotheragriculturatevolution but we mustbe vigilantagainst
suchbarbarismthatis, technoscientifigeoengineerirfikescoupledwith agrariarcapitalism.
Who comprisessoil barbarism?he currentfood systemis chargedwith highly
productionistemporaldemandsnd visiorrorientedtowardsan interventionisepproacho
V R Lif® ¥ -pair the V R e@ility with the food V \V WdémanIn this technoscientific
worldviewandthought W K H a&t8ldg@afimeis not taken into consideratiorSoilscientists
imaginea new agriculturalrevolutionwherethe chemicalinput can be reducedor even
replacedby puttingthe V R biGta$ervicesit work. Envisioningsoilsaslivelyandlabouring
holdsthepromiseof detachmerfrom chemicaagricultur@andrelatedssuesverthecreation

of abettesindjustfood systemHoweverwehaveto be cautiousbecause:

Unlike storiesof endangeredpeciesthe soil storytold is not one of potentialloss.Instead soil

researchetsghlightpotentialgainsevenredemptionby workingwith (andupon)microbesthey

arguehatsoil healthandproductivitywill berestored(Granjou& Phillips, 2019 p.3949
The emergingproject of soil barbarismthrough new scientificunderstandirggof lively
microbialunderworldss a projectof agrariarcapitalismits productionistogicanddesireto
harnesghe lively undergroundKrzywoszynska&020).Thesesoil researcherare keenon
exploitingand harnessinghe undergrounanicrobiallivelinessthe morethanrhumanlabour
andlabourersenvisioning planetaryarnessingf soilsin linewith the existingdynamic®f
domination/exploitatiorof the history of agrariancapitalism.They envisiona planetary
colonsinglogicof harnessintheseunderworldsturningsoilsinto agriculturalabourersvho
will enhanceproductivity. Moreover soils can be harnesse@nd put to work for carbon
sequestratiomy captureandstoreatmosphericarbondioxide asamears of mitigatingglobal
climatechangeWe haveto be cautiouf thesebarbarismbecause¢heyarewillingto adopt
suchgeafixesto pursuehelogicandlogistic of the Plantationoceneithoutdismantlinghe
processethat broughtusto the point of ravaginglimatechangeandsixth massextinction
eventsthussteering” W #ttidntionawayfrom identifyinghumanU HV S R Q (Gianjéad& W L H V u
Salazaf019 p.53).

Of courseyvariousforms of land managemenrtthe agrilogicand agrliogisticsof
differentformsof harnessinthesoils® haveaccompaniedumanitysincethefirstagricultural
practicesmnismanagemertisatresultedn the exploitatioranddepletionof soilswellbefore
the adventof agrariarcapitalisnandindustriabation.Statedsimply,puttingsoilsto work to

obtainyieldaccompaniesveryagriculturapracticeandeffort.
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However,what is meant byefeencesto productionismcoupledwith agrarian
capitalismis the intensificationof industrialisation/commercialisatithrough a seriesof
reformsfrom 17th-centuryEuropethroughto the20thcenturyThese werbackedy aforced
expansiomf thisviolentmodelthroughthe (in)famousGreenRevolutionwhichvehemently
replacedbcalisecdgriknowledgeprimarilyfor selfconsumptiorwith monoculturesrivenby
technoscientifianprovementanachinerysynthetianputsandgeneticallynodifiedcrops,all
in thenameof thePlantatioocene(Shiva2016).

Putting soils to work is alwaysyieldoriented, but such emergingproductionist
intensification’is not only a quantitativeorientatior? yieldincreasé but alsoawayof OL I H p
(Puig 2015 p. 699). Productionistlogic steers multiple relationshipsamong human
producers/consumeendwith nonhumangpgethemwith oppressiory the hegemonidogic
andlogistis of the Plantationocend&hisis atechnoscientifiapproactio soils,onehinging
on ~ @lashof temporalitieshetweeracknowledgingoil asa slowlyrenewablentityandthe
accelerate@chnologicadolutiongequirediyintensifiedS U R G X PWJ2R13 p.699).

To situateusagainat TreeElbow, | wasfascinatedby the chocolateolour,rich earthy
smellandcrumblingconsistencgf shitturnedinto composthat with full wheelbarrowsve
spreadhroughthegardenButit took morethanhumanabourandecologicaimeto achieve
that.Fromthefood co-op to mybody,from mybodyto thebucketfrom thereto thecompost
baywhereour recipe and wittvork accompanieghonthsof morethanthumanlabourswe
wereengagingvith morethanrhumansoiltime,weweresoiling.A placeof honestydemand
unveilingthe relationshipshat sustainus. Within the currentlogic andlogisticsof the food
systemthe connectivitieareobfuscatediVedo not seehent wedo not wantto seethem.Yet
theycontributeo shadovplace®lsewhathaveto unveiltheseelationshipsiehonesabout
them,andthe startingpoint canbeour tablesgardensindtoilets(sed-ig. 13.

Place(un)makingperformancesvere extendedfrom Tree Elbow to the adjacent
commonsof the WombatForestandthe communityled urbangardenconsideringhat we
werecommoningon stolenlandin a complexecologywherebinariesof goodversis bad
species theforestwerenot helpfulatall. Whatfollowsis the descriptiorof my engagement

with suchperformanceandmakingsensef stayingvith suchbioregionatrouble.

4.7Multispecemmmonipgyformance

WombatForestisacomplexecologyf nativesandnon-nativeswherethedichotomyof good

versudaddoesnot applyandwherenonnativespeciesuchasgorsgUley, broom(Genistdae
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andblackberrieRubughrivein partattheexpensef thenativesactingasfuelloadin afire-
prone forest of gum trees(EucalyptudMeg and Patrickgroupedwith humanothersin a
communityled guerrillabioremeditatiof theirforestcommonsin theirattemptto staywell
with the bioregionatroubleandcommonwelbn the publicland,the Commonersiecidedo
introduce goatsonto the public land. ‘Goathandco-op pis a multispeciescommoning
performanceetweenheanimabndthehuman(sedrig. 15. A multispeciesommonisaplace
wherea humanandmorethanhumanmeshworlof socialpiologicabndhistoricaprocesses
entwinewith widerecologicaprocesseresultingn aplace” Z K Hspediesometogethetin
waydhatdefysingulaexplanationandchallengédisciplinaryE R X Q G ([B&yhadRdqgk 2013
p.223).

Fig. 15. Human and metflganthuman Commoners labouring. Still ffé@ommonirawczyk, 2022).

WhycommoningZommonings awayof thinkingactingandweavingelationswvith
andthroughtheweathemorld (seeFig. 15. Commoningracticesodayare ~ O kefiddof the
idealcommonsthey are nevercompleteand perfectand may evenhavecomponentghat
contradictheideal W \ Eizenberg2012 p.765) peingcultivatedn thecrackf thecurrent
hegemonisystemAlwaysin the making,nevercompleteandwith inherentfrictions,these
commoningperformancesarebioregionatesponsesf the actualexistingalternativeso the
& D S L W DiggR &He@rbavhmendn nonhumarandhumarnlife.

Thelogicof theenclosure®rcefullyeliminateshecommoningerformancesf local

inhabitantswvith(in) their weathemvorld, andthe bioregionaperformancegvolvedin close
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contactwith bioregionaforms of livingwith the commonsthat is the very land, the all
encompassingnultispeciesand elementalearthlyscapestrugglefor common land, for
commons,” K BhafedagainsaWesterrutopianunderstandingf comingtogethemasasocial
congregatiorgr gatheringfreeof |1U L F \(BaléaQ@ktal, 2018 p.30).

Of coursestayingvith the bioregionalroubledoesnot offer simplisticonceandfor-
allsolutiondor asmoothworld,aworldwithoutfrictions.Cardsambivalenandslippery.This
istruefor theflourishingpoliticsof the Commonersandthose enactedy the settlercolonial
state.

Theterm * F R Piingpencapsulateiversestruggle$or thecommonsdiverséorms
of relatingwith the commonlandandearthlyresourcethroughbioregionalvorldingprojects
of becomingwith. Linebaugh2008)writesthatto speakof the commonssimplyasnatural
resources misleadingndevendangerousyhichiswhyheprefergo keepthewordasaverb.
Commonings performancehe becominggshe not-yetmadebut thatwhichisin the process
of makingwith. Commonings relationalCommonings becomingwith. But stayingwith the
troublethroughcommoningperformancedoesnot offer asmoothworld, ascommoningalso
hingeson viewsof howtheworld shouldlook, whereflourishing's aboutmortalrelatedness.

What alternativeperformancesnd strugglesare being enactedthat challengehe
currentcoupledAnthropocenandCapitalocenenclosureandencroachmerdn humanand
nonhumarife whenit comedo livingwith thecommonandHow to staywith thebioregional
troubleof WombatForestwherethe binarythinkingof alien/nativejnvasive/oursgood/bad
doesnot hold?To troubleevenmore,how to commonwellon stolenAboriginalland?The
inherenfriction of thisbioregionaprojectandnarrativeof commoningsthatit continues” W R
placdandaspropertyandthereforeneverdeavesheverygroundof GLV S RV YBdlgaukiR Q u
al, 2018 p.30).Thedifficult questiorto beaskeds ~ Z K @o\tthe claimgfor thecommonsand
the practicesof commoningmeanon land that is stolen;moreoverwhat do theseclaims
obscuren the contextof settlercolonialnation V W D (Baitisiugial, 2018 p.30).

To makesensef suchcomplextangledandlivelybioregionatroubleandattemptto
commonwelin the WombatForest | will startwith how the Goathandco-op is reimagining
the binaryof goodbadandpestnativespecieshroughtheir multispeciesommoningeffort.
Humbly recogrging that we are commoningon stolen land through such decolorging
recognitionand process] seesuchbioregionaltrouble throughthe Aboriginalnotion of
Countryandunderstandingf thelivelymeshworlof thelandaspedagogyountryasalively
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entityis a flourishingworld; it is lifedeathworld. Not only we wereputtinggoatsto work, at

timeswehadto kill them,andl hadto makesens®f thesedeaths.

4.8Reimagitiggoromisefvhatvedeenobepestandveeds.

In comingtogethenf thespecies theecologyf WombatForesttheestablishedoundaries
betweergoodbadandnativepestspeciesverebeingmuddledFrawley& McCalman2014).
In wayfaringaindreadinghe worldlytextof thisbioregion] waslearninghot to viewtheland

in abinaryway.Payingttentiorto thesenarrative andperformancesf whodefinesvhomas

alien,invasiveandpestmayhelpus questiorthe dominantworldviewof orderingmanaging
andinhabitinghiswiderbioregionLet us startfirst with the goats.

Goatswerefirst introducedn AustraliahroughEuropearsettlercolonialismn 1788
(Southwelk Pickles, 1993)ow, whatarecommonlydefinedasferalgoats descendantsf
escapedabandonear releasediomestidivestoclké canbe found acros28% of Australia.
Unmanagedjoatshave a major impact on native ecosystemshrough overgrazingand
competitionwith nativeanimakpeciesanddomestidivestock Australan Government2011).
As such,the Goathandco-op, a commoningperformancdetweergoatsandhumansgn the
Wombatrorestjs reimaginghe promise®of whatwe deento be pestsandweedstedirecting
the impact of goatstowards multispeciescommoningpracticesin the Wombat Forest
(Krawczyk2021).

In the Goathandto-op, thegoatsunthe show(sed-ig. 16: (un)makinghisplaceand
ecologythrivingon theintroducedregetaspeciesnovingthroughthecommonsbuildingthe
soilwhilelesseninthethick vegetatiof non-nativesvheretheseedbankf nativeshasbeen
waitingfor the right conditionsto flourish.In the WombatForestthe majorsourceof food
for thegoatsareintroducedlackberrieglefinedamongotherlivelytroublersaswildlyin their
growthandimpossibldo stop.l wouldliketo cite,in full, adescriptiorof howsuchtroubleis
seenby localauthoritiesWhatfollowsis a descriptiorfrom the institutionalksiteof the State

Libraryof Victoriain Australia

Fromthegras®n ourlawngo thefood on our platesmostof theplantsaroundusareintroduced
speciedManydon'tcausanyproblentzut therearesomewith particularlynastgharacteristibich
havegrownoutfcontr@indbecomeveeds Victoria,weedsvereintroducedothaccidentallgnd
deliberatelyln somecasesunwantedseedsontaminatedmportedcropsand spreadwildly on
arrival.Other plantswereintroducedfor a particulampurposefor exampleto re-createa foreign
gardenstylezout becamepestsvhen they invadethe surroundinglandscapeaincontrollably «

InterestinglyVictoria'smoshateaveedhe blackberryywasintroducedon purposeln 1858,von

Muellerbegarcultivatingolackberrieatthe MelbourneBotanicGardensandscatteredheir seeds
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in the bush,not knowinghow wildlytheywould grow. The blackberry'shick, prickly growthhas
sincebeenalmostimpossititestopand providesa havenfor introducedanimalssuchasrabbits.
Gorseis anothempesplantin Victoria:originallyintroducedo form pricklyhedgdencesit quickly
grewoutofcontrok Victoriahasalonglist of introducedplantsthatarenow considereaveedand
newonesarestill beingadded Somespeciebecaménvasieestis the 19thcenturyandarestill a
problemday (2020emphasis added
ProblemWeedsWildly.Out of control.Impossiblego stop.Mosthatedweed Invasivepests.
Nastycharacteristic3.he abovedescriptionwith its clearbinaryoppositionof nativeversus
invasiveand alien specieshas the taint of bioxenophobiawith underpinnedantialien
sentimentg$Warren2007) Whatthe institutionalbpproachmissesereis the tangledecology,
becausevhenhumandabelsomespeciess ‘invasivgy thereis not simply ‘biodiversityuin

guestionnor selectivelpnespecieso becondemnedDespard: Gallagher2018).

Fig. 16: Goat trying to reach leaves on the tree. StilCtrommoniti§rawczyk, 2022).

Thetop-downresponséo thisbioregionatroubleisoneof totaldominancéhathinges
on a (bio)politicaldualisticview of speciesmsbad/good,native/alienwelcome/pestWhat
followssuchaworldviewin theWombatForesisthelocal D X W K &pprbastaf- talcontrol
andcompleteeradicationhroughwhatPatrickdescribeas ‘whitefellaburningu The land is
viewed not asalivebut throughtheimageof eradicatig somethingandsomeonghingingon
falseimageryof D Qriginalplandscapéhat therewasbalanceevena harmoniousecology
before the invasion of these spedestsin agriculturalandscapearethosespecieghat

threatenproductivity.Weedsin the gardenare alwaysthe unwantedones.The worldview
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enactedy the stateagenciess of continuougeproductiorof the grandcolonialnarrativeof
masteryoverthe terranulliugandits inhabitantshumanandnot. Here,the ideaof reparation
ecology thatis,gettingrid of theunwantedpecied isanothercolonsingact.

Colonial(bio)politicsenactedooliciesthat treatedAboriginalinhabitantsas beyond

humanlife, comparinghemwith animalife to rejecttheirrightful claimgo theirland{Palmer

2003. Theeffort of settlercolonialisnmin Australieextendsts dominionon Aboriginalife and

homelands,purposefullymisreadghe notion of Country,implementghe fiction of terra
nulliusandpromulgatethe colonialimageryandinterpretatiorof thelandassomethingver
whichsettlershaverightsanddominion.Countrywasmisreacpurposefullyassomething” W R
beaccessedpt learnedrom or apart R | (Matts2013 p.26).

With such ‘whitefellaburningpl the bioregionof the WombatForestcontinuego be
inflicted with wounds The bioregionalively textis misreacand continuedo perpetuatehe
Australianlandscapasa “ F U LsPdfie « stainedwith socialand ecologicaviolenceand
W U D @\Righpi2018 p.75).The(bio)politicof suchracialisediolencecontinuesn violence
to theland,wheresomeonhumarife hasno claimandrightto beon thatland.

4.9An attempgbcommavellOnCountryandasteachandkillings.

How to staywith suchbioregionatrouble?How to live with the forestthat simultaneously
providesus with food/fuel and posesa high risk of fire while dismantlinghe good/bad,
alien/nativebinariesTheansweto the E L R Rvbrldihg to thisbioregionasignsandwounds
of the weatherZ R U @& Wasan enactmenbf commoningmultispeciegperformances
throughthe Goathandco-op. Above all, the pressingquestionintroducedbefore how to
commonwelbn stolenland?

An attempto commonwelbn stolenlandwouldneedo begroundedirstin ahumble
recognitiorandacknowledgmerthat the landwasstolen andsecondby adopting asfar as
possiblegiven our own frameworks,an Aboriginal perspectiveof Country. As written
previouslythe ongoingsettlercolonialismin Australiapurposefullymisreadghe notion of
Country.Theongoindfiction of terranulliusthefalseimageryf the barelandto be colonsed
and settled,is far from acknowledginghat land as Country entaiing responsibilitiegnd
relationalitie$Rose 1996 Watts 2013) As Sundberd2014)writes,norntindigenouscholars
areobligedto conversalonglndigenousvorldviews

Whatif the commoningperformanceghatverybioregionwith its E L R Rviriding,

andthe responsabilitiesarisingthroughthe closereadingof the bioregionalworldly text,
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would be viewedwith andthroughthe Aboriginalnotion of Country”My attemptis not to
simpl appropriat terminologybut ratherto conversealong,to readalongthe signsand
woundsof thisbioregiorasawayof enactingesponsebilitiesvith andthroughCountry.

First, I will explorethe similaritiesbetweernthe commoningperformancesnd the
notionof Country.Then,l will viewCountryassomethingo be learnedrom, wherdy the
relationalapproachto the livelyland meanghe teachinggomefrom the land(seeFig. 17.
Conclusivelyp live-with Countryis aboutliving in lifedeathworlds it is to makelife happen
aswellasdeath Wekilled,butcherecandatesomegoatsThe kstpartsof thisreflectionare
aboutmakingsensef suchdeaths.

Thereare somemarkedsimilaritieshetweenthe commoningperformanceand the
Aboriginalnotion of Country.Both arerelationaland enactrelationalitiesBoth are about
responsibilitandresponseabilitiesBothareaboutthehumarandthemorethanhumanBoth
concernsituatedcaringactivitieswith(in) the land. Both concernstayingwith the trouble.

However)ndigenouscholamWatts(2013)warnsus

Whenan Indigenouscosmologyis translated¢hrougha Euro-Westernprocessit necessitates

distinctionbetweemlaceandthought.Theresultof thisdistinctionis acolonizednterpretatiorof

both placeandthought,wherelandis simplydirt andthoughtis only possesselly humans(p. 32)
To tacklethisissueTuckandMcKenzie(2015)advocatgractsingrelationalaliditytowards
thelandarelationalityhat * S U L R théralitfkithumanifeisconnectedo anddependent
on other speciesand the O D @G ¢B6). Through such relationality,oroom, gorseand
blackberrieardand.To troublethisalittle, fire islandaso. Throughsuchrelationalitywecan
start disruptingthe imposedbinary of good/bad, native/alien,welcome/pestin Wombat
Forest.Although not fully dismantlingthem, as stayingwith the trouble is about mortal
relatednesanddoesnot offer smoothworlds.

It wasus the humanswho put goatson blackberrieto ourvisionof theworld aswe
thoughtdry canegosel afire risk. Therewill remainavisionof howweimagindandshould
look, personapreferencetowardssomespecificspeciesessor morewantedhingingon their
‘usefulnesgto our worldmakingprojectsor simplybecauseve enjoyeatingblackberriegn
our wayfaringthrough the commons.In turn, tis situatesus with(in) novel bioregional
obligationandresponsabilitiesattempingto respondcandcommonwellWehaveto becare
full in our responseslismantlingheimposedinariesvithoutfallinginto noveloneshumbly
acceptinghat we cannotescapenodifyingthe land(scapenor fully escapeur meansof
orderinghisworld.Thereisstilltheriskof crownfire in aeucalyptukrest(Eucalyptysuelled

by extensivepatche®f newcomespeciedntentionalkilling happenedh the WombatForest
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biome.Wewerebe®mingwith goatness their becomingwith land,andyetto respondwell
wehadto kill thatkin.

Are we commoningwvelin the WombatForestOne day,whilewayfaringhroughpart
of theforeston ourwayto checkon the goatspPatrickindicatedo meapatchof forestwhere
goathadgrazeaextensiveltheprevious/earsed-ig. 17. Theemerging@cologysameshwork
of attenuategresencef theblackberriesyithbushesnuchsmallethanonthepatchesvhere
goatshadnot grazedyet. Gorseand broom canstill be found, but amongthesenewcomer
specieshenativeflorais alsoemergingMecanstillwayfarghroughthis partof theforestand
eatblackberriequt theyarenot thickenoughto fuelacrownfire oncethe busheglry.In that
walk,in readinghebioregionalextof theweathemorld,with kneesonthegroundandhands
slowlymovingthroughthe vegetatapestryPatrickspokeaboutreceivingeedbackrom that
veryland.We canlearnto readthe signsandthe woundsof the bioregionalvorldlytextand

assuch viewlandasateacherThisrepresentafurtherdecolornsing step.

yLJ 5HDGLQJ WKH ODQG DPRQJ E@mBritiaiidayk, BO22).UHJURZWK 6WLOO |

With the relationalapproachto the land,the pedagogy” F R PtHrdughthe OD Q G u
(Simpson2014 p.9). Gorse,broom, eucalyptudylackberrieareland:the fluid multispecies
andelementameshworkLearningo live-with the landasteachegroundsusinthe ELRPH -V
worldingandenactsesponsabilitiesBut stayingvith thelivelytroubleis aboutstickingwith
flourishingworlds,theirjourneyseventsandprocesseslackberriesvill regrownextseason,

althoughthinner.Goatstendto escapeandwe often found themnibblingina QHLJKER XU -V
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orchard.We had to attendto them almostdaily, which makesme think that they were
domesticatingsto someextent.
As Kwaymulling2020)writesin hermanifestaboutsettlercolonial ‘presentt

Decolonization
isprocesses
It isjourneys
not destinationgp. 16)
In wayfaringthrough the worldly text of the weathemworld, we becomewith the fluid

multispecieandelementameshworlof theland.Landteachesis.Rathethanaformaland
authorsedkind of knowledgei isasentientecologyof thebioregionalorldlytext,basedn

“ | H H ©dn$§isiingn theskills sensitivitieandorientationshathavedevelopedhroughlong
experiencef conductingR Q KeYh a particularH Q Y L U R@gaktiQV@Qup. 25). Such
journeysnactedhroughbioregionalvayfaringcanhelpto at leastshakethe foundationof

settler F R O R Q kyBténsl theMghtandinherentogic.

This relationalapproachof beingliving with the land is well encapsulatedy the
Aboriginalideaof Country.Strikinglytheideaof Countryresembles/hatl havedescribedn
this project as an enactmenif a bioregionalway of dwelling,of beingliving with the
particularitie®f the biomes,throughbecomingsand respons@bilitiesin and throughthe
weathemworld. As Rose(2011)writes: ~ & R X @s\&Wdpatialunit 2 largeenoughto supporta
groupof peoplesmallenoughto beintimatelyknownin everydetail,andhometo theliving
thingswhosdivescomeandgoin that S O O#: H/j.Countrymeansa homelandonethatis
both home and land. Country as a fluid multispeciesand elementalmeshworkmeans
connection®f all its morethanhumanworldsand worldingsthe becomingsvith, because
Country:

Is not justthe homelandor humansbhut the homelandor all the living thingsthatarethere,and

careiscirculatedhroughcountryin crossspecieselationshipsf responsibilitandaccountability.

The careof eachpart of a given country contributesto other parts and thus to sustaining

connectivityUsingecologicalerms,we would saythat countryis a selforganizingystenmwithin

whichliving beinggruly standor fall together(Rose2001 p.87)
To livewelin andthroughCountry “ U H T Ydopléio\actresponsiblyithintherelationships
in whichtheirownlivesare H Q P H (Rd3¢2@01 p.87).Landteachesis.Landsustainsis.
Landenactgesponsabilitiesto live wellwith Country.In the bioregionof WombatForest,
enactingsuchrelationabeingliving with the landthroughthe ideaof Countrymeanseing
living through responseabilitiesto that land. With such relationalconnectivity,we are
embeddednd embodiedhroughthe sentientecologyof the E L R Rudrlding.Response
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abilitiesare shapednto bioregionaperformancesyhereour viewsof how this bioregion
shouldbe aretangledwith the processesgencieandinterestf thosemorethanhuman
othersthatinhabitthe land.

Livingwith Countryisabout” F R P P L Wt® Bl R XWQAriddllife in allits life-and
deathG L Y H (Rvse20Qup. 18).Thrivingon humandefinedpatche®f theforestthegoats
alsoreproducePartof the commoningpracticesand attemptto staywellwith the trouble
involvesmaintaining limitednumberof goatsn the herd,whichhingeson our viewof how
this landshouldbe. The valuationis basedon closereadinggrom the landandthe ELRP H -V
worldingtherehasto beenougtfoodfor thedesirechumberof goatsDuringmycommoning
residencythreegoatsweresacrifted, butcheredand dividedamongthe CommonersThese
werespeciamomentsalmostituatlikesacrificesvherehedeathof ananimaprovidedafood
resourcdor the humanCommonersln this bioregionthe attemptto commonwellwith the
troubleisto live-with life andlive-with death.

Thekillingswereemotionallychargedvents! wasforbiddento film them although
honestlyl did noteverthinkto film them.Two goatsverebutcheredn Wombat~orestplood
feedinghesoil.OnewasbutcheredtTreeElbow.It felt asif theworldaroundmewasslowing
downin the momentsbeforethe killing we wereall somehowquieter speakindessmaking
senseof thesedeathsyetto-come,eachof us affectedon our own terms.Living in sucha
relationalvaywith thelandmeangeingheldaccountabléor thesedeaths.

My guidein thinking aboutthe ecologicatlimensionof deathin sucha relational
approachwvith thelandcontinuego beRoseln bringinginto conversatiolVesterrsciencand
Aboriginalontologyof connectivityRose(2001)writes that Westernsystera of thought
universate, whereas” $ E R U Lphild3dpi@ysituatedlife, death,gift, and responsibilityin
CountryBoth perspective® D W { H8YRrovokinganintentionatleathistroubling;it raises
manyethicakconcernabouthumananimakelationsDrawingon 0 D U J Ard 6 B J D1Q95)
work,Rosg(2001 definedife as

Becomingaprocessetin time.Life expandsomplexitthroughtimein the contextof auniversal
kinship suchthatalllivingbeingsareultimatelyelatedo eactotherthroughtheirsharegubstance,
theirconjoinedhistoriesandtheirembeddednessthe eonsof O L tile 6h Earth (p. 89)
Beingof the landmeansour destiniesarecojoinedwith multiplemorethanthumanothers
Throughthisecologicandrelationatlimension,” W Kistbtihglememindinteractionadeep
andabidingP X W X [ROde200}1p.50).Rosg2001 pffersusakinshipmodeto think about
thosemattersa deeplyecologicabndrelationaimodethat “ V L W Xsbékeldr\VEarth, and
assertshatwearenot alonein timeor placeweareathomewhereour kind of life (earthlife)
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camdnto beingandwearemember®f entangledenerationsf Earth O L(ptb).Through
akinshipandrelationatlimensiortowardgheland lifedeathbindsuswith(in)the bioregional
ecologicatommunityTo wayfarghroughtheworldlytextisto ~ Wi in theworld,to livein

F R Q Q H FRaéde2Q0WNp\ 142).

Livingin lifedeatlworldsisaboutnurturinglife,asit is, in somanstancesboutcausing
deathandenadngkillingof otherspeciedVesacrificedhe goattwiceto becomeood for us.
Firsttime,in thecommonsbleedingutdirectlyto theland.Secondimeat TreeElbow,where
it wasbutchereandthe bodyhungto curein the cool cellarfor acoupleof daysLater,it was
dividedbetweerthe Commonerstakingonelife out of thislandso morelife could happen.
This sort of caringfor land may be chargedwith violence,underpinnedby the human
manageriapproacho theland,butin thisbioregionflourishingcaringfor the landdoesnot
excludententionakillinganddeath.

Attendingto agoatthatis beingkilled,assistingn the butcheringandultimatelyeating
this veryanimalthat| gotto know personallyaisesnultiplequestiongboutethicshuman
animakelationsanimahelfareandwho dieswelandwho liveswelin thisepochof the sixth
masextinction For Haraway20132016)whenwe meetwith anotherspecied groundedn
curiositybecomings,esponsibilitiandabilitiesto respondwel? suchmeetingwith doesnot
excludeheactof killinganddeathHarawayrgues$or theresponsibilitgndabilityto respond
wellto actsof killing and deathin multispecieselationsMultispecieslourishingalwayand
alreadyoncerngnanyactorsentangletbgetherCareisambivalenits outcomesreuncertain
and ethicaldoingsare groundedin abilitiesto respondwellratherthan in preformulated
principles.

How to respondo suchintentionakillingsanddeathst thistimeof greatosses” Z H
arecalledo respondo thatwhichwecannoffully understandcandwearecalledto understand
why andhow we are F D O @6662013 p. 1). Wayfaringhroughthe bioregionalveather
world, we aredrawninto the minutechangeshat continuouslynfold. Within the denseveb
of relationalitie®f the sentientecologythis veryrelationalityhingesnot on the dualismof
life-deathbuttheveryrelationaliewthat R Q lfeMdependentn R Q Heaihln thistime
of greatlossestangledwith the 3 O D Q W D WhuiRiQgRfFatt €riendousimountof fossil
fuel, manufacturingfood pis sustaineat the expensef imperceptiblethoughnumerous
otherlivesBeingresponsiblér ourownfood andfuel andin turnresponsabletowardghat
veryland takesusawayfrom abstracethicsandsituatesisbioregionallpndmateriallyvith(in)
that land,with(in) food and energyesourcedn this particularbioregion,in the attemptto

commonwellwith the trouble,l understoodleathasalwaysntegralto life. | keptvisitingthe
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goatherdwhenevet could sometimeslaily makingsuretheywereall well, movingthe herd
whennecessarghroughthe hardwork of choppinghighblackberryvallsandloweringthem
to the groundsothe goatscouldmunchon them,all underthe harshVictoriansun.After all,

theirdeathmademorelife possibldor me.

410Guerrillperformanicessrecombinacblogy.

The guerrillacommoningperformancesxtendwell beyondthoseof bioremediatioenacted
in WombatForest.The communityurbangarden(seeFig. 18 wasanothercommonsand

multispeciesnecting spot wherel could performwith by participatingin the citizenled

workingbeesThecommoningperformancesnactedn the urbangarderminglechumanand

morethanhuman performedn the densemeshof this recombinanecology(Hinchlifeand

Whatmore2006).

| referto suchcommoningactsasguerrillgperformancebecauséhesearecitizenled
DIY projectsGuerrillapecausé isagrassro@re-productionof spaceacounterhegemonic
actwheretheurbangarderservessasitefor envisioningandenactingirbanfood commons.
ButasMcClintock(2014)warnscommunitygardeninganbebothradicaandcheoliberaivhen
thevolunteerbecomenonvoluntarilyneoliberasubjectslleviatinghe statefrom its dutiesof
provisionandserviceghusbecomingomplicitin Q H R O L E pLstitaf h&gemdny.

The commoning effort behind this community garden with its critical and
transformationapotential lies exactlyin its conceptionas a citizenryled DIY grassroa
projectworkingasfood commonsandpointingto theinjustice®f the Plantationocendbgic.
Here,commoningliffersfrom the constructiorof the neoliberatitizen ~ D&omizeditizen
subjectindependenbf anybroadersocialresponsibilityor HP E H G G HG @3shiehaj
2016 p.937).Thefood commoningeffort is clearlyradicalthe garderwasnot setup by the
localcounci] whoseown politicalagenda&ervessa controlmechanisnm the productionof
desiredcitizen subjects(Pudup 2008) operatingin a neoliberalspacethrough ecological
gentrificatior(Eizenberg2012 Quastel2009.

It isacounterhegemoniactaddressingociabndenvironmentahjusticedecausthe
foodiscultivateedistributecascommonghroughacollaborativeffort, ratherthancapitaking
on thefood producedThisis not to sayits spacas freefrom frictions its inherentpoliticsof
flourishinganddifferingviewson how this gardershouldlook andbe managedStayingvith
thetroubledoesnot offer smoothworlds.
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So,thecommunitygardenn thetown of DaylesfordsaDIY citizenrygardenastory
wovennot from the sociakcontractbetweerthe stateandits subjectdut the collectiveknow
howof CommonersnakingthatspaceThe multispeciesommonsf the gardenserveasa
stageo cultivateto performwith morethanhumanrealmsandagenciewhilere-cultivating
counterhegemoniandautonomougommunitypoliticsandspacelong sincefragmentedby
thehegemoniampositionof the Capitalocen@Ghose& Pdtigrove 2014).

Fig. 18 Commoners labouring in the urban garden. StillGammonifrawczyk, 2022).

ButwhatisagarderandwhoinhabitsagardenTo start,| drawon asimpledefinition
that powerfullydescribeghe very materialityand performancegjumanandnonhumanthat
happerin agardenA gardensasitewhere” Z K hhbébHlestageheirrelationshipwith plantsu
(Myers2018, p.116) .t isalsowherewestageurrelationshipvith multiplemoretharthuman
processeand agenciesA stagewherenaturehasbeencultivatedand cultured,and where
cultureis beingnaturedandnurtured,a naturalculturastagevherehumansarenot the only
beingghatinhabit/claimthis space

Thisdefinitiongoesbeyondheideaof productionof spaceasconceivedby Lefebvre
(1991)wherespaceasasociaproductbasedan sociatelations./ H | H E Y1@RHvig¢wof space
completehavoidghe morethanhumanprocesseandagenciethatproducethatspaceandits
recombinantecology These includée pollinatorsattractedinto that spaceby flowering
corridorsof vegetabpecieshat| observedduringthe workingbeesratsbecaussomeone
messedp ourvisionof howthecomposshouldook,andtherainyconditionsof theweather
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world thatfreedthe Commonerdrom wateringhatspaceT herightful claimsof morethan
humanrealmsmayhelp us envisionsuchrecombinantcologyasa zoopolis(Wdch, 1996),
offering glimpsedor a lessanthropocentriwision of spaceby/for just us(Franklin, 2017;
Shingne, 2021).

In the gardenhumanculturewasbeingnaturedand nurtured and the morethan
humannaturewasbeingculturedby the stagingof naturalculturgberformancewhereboth
partiesvereengageth makingwith butalsowherebothwereatrisk.Evenif thenatureculture
binarywasbeing(de)compostedndcultivatednto natureculturefyumansstill actedon the
garderwith agencyon the actualdesignpn whatfood shouldbe grown,on whatshouldbe
takenoutandwhen.

During my first workingbee,the broadbeangViciafab® plantedin recognitionof
their sympoetigotentialto fix nitrogenthroughthe soil, wereuprootedto serveasa food
sourceThe cropwasdistributedby the Commonersvorkingthatday,stemsverechoppedo
serveasa mulchto protectthe groundandfeedthe soil communitieamongnewlycreated
patchesvherenewseedlings/ereplanted.

Gentl, we wereenactingour own logicregardindhow we wantedthis spacepulling
somevegetabpeciesabelledas ‘weedgy eitherusingthemasmulchor directlytossinghem
into thecomposbaysOf coursebeesverewelcomeseverybodknewhowrelevantheyare
for whatwetendto defineas ‘ecosystemigervicegof pollination It wasabusymorning and
ratsdid not appeafrom behindthecompostbaysA garderis astagevhereflourishmenand
decaylife anddeathhapperatthegroundlevel.

Thegardenisgroundedn theveryideaof food commonslt wasandcontinuego be
a DIY commoningproject, without fenceswherefood is grown and spreadamongthe
Commonersor simply pickedby spontaneousisitors. At groundlevel, it is an aesthetic,
political, economic and pedagogicaktage where values,norms and ideas are being
(de)composted.

Whatl felt mostduringmy residencyvasthat this particulargarderfunctiored asa
stagefor commoning;(un)makingof recombinantecologywith its morethanthumanco-
fabricationto growfood?3 howto collectseeddor the nextseasonhow to harvesthow to
composeg allin aninformalgrassrootsmannerlt revisiodfood ascommonsandby doing
sq disruped the verylogic of Plantationocen&Vithin 3 O D Q W D WibgR Qf Rdott&3 H -V
commodityfoodismadeor profit, nolongervaluedor itsbeneficiatimensionso thehuman
communitypushingecologicaboundarieshroughits massiveglobalproductiondistribution

regime
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The ideaof food-ascommaodityis beingchallengednd reconceptuaed by many
bioregionaformsof resistanceithin the food justicemovemen{Williams& Holt-Giménez
2017).Theselocalsed resistancet® the corporatefood-ascommodityregimeareadvancing
food sovereigntyWittman 2011), wherethe Commonergproducedistributeconsumeood
andsimultaneouslgontroltheinherenimechanisms.

Returningo food-ascommonsandfood sovereigntis aboutovercomingenturie®f
injusticesrooted in the peasanstrugglesand dispossessioaf the first enclosureof the
commonsin 16thcenturyEngland(Holt-Giménez 2017 Holt-Giménez& van Lammeren
2018) Craftingimaginariesf/for soiling(smayhelpin this struggleasit demandsinveiling
the connectivitieandshadowplacespanningut from tablego thelivelysoils.

But thereareno smoothworldsout there.The recombinanecologyof this garden
hingeson the very agrilogicit critiques.That is, the logic of a plannedapproachto the
environmentthat has accompaniedis since the beginningof human endeavourswith
agriculturethousandof yearsago (Morton 2016),coveringmost of the usableland for
agricultureunderthe nameof Plantationocendle cannotfully escapehis agrilogicand
agrilogistigs the inherent unevennessin the relations with morethanhuman soils.
Neverthelessyeoughtto questiorthecurrentfood systenthatsows food andsowsinjustices.

Thisdemand crafingthe ethicopoliticallyimaginaryf/for soiling(s).

4.11 Transformatareounters.

Theurbangarderwasanunfenceccommonwhichin practicatermsmeantthathumanand
nonhumanalike could easilyget inside. The alreadyand alwaysmoretharrhumanworld
contributego the (un)makingof sucha placeaswell, anideathat muddlesthe Lefebvrian
(1991 viewthatunderstandspacen merelyhumanterms A placesuchasthe urbangarden
isclaimedythepollinatorsbytherain,madeandunmadevith andthroughthevegetabeings.
Onedaywhenl visitedthegarderoutsidethe busyhoursof theworkingbee] wasfacedwith
anuncomfortablencountewith arat.Our worldskeptcollidingduringmy subsequenonely
Visits.

Thesewereshortencountersasboth speciesvereequallysurprisegdandl wasunable
to identifythis nonhumaraseitherthe blackrat (Rattusattuy whichis usuallyorownor grey,
or thebrownrat (Rattusorvegitugoth speciesvereintroducedo Australiaarrivingin Sydney
withthefirstfleetin 1788 Banksk Hughes, 2021Knowingexactlywhatspecies encountezd

doesnotworrymebecauseatherthanspecied wasencounteringnindividualWhatmuddles
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my ethnographiavriting is the very encountemwith the unlovedrats,the emblematicion
companionatepeciegheeasilydisposablaonhumarife (Rose & van Dooren, 2011).

In gentlyenactingour own flourishingpoliticsand viewsof how this urbangarden
shouldook,therewerestillweedypatcheshatescapedur manageriapproachwheremore
thanhumanelement&nactedheirlives.Thepresencef theratprofoundlymuddles myidea
of benevolenbecomingwvith companionspeciestriggeringunpleasanemotions.How to
becomewith unlovednonhumarotherslikerats?I'heyescapetheencountergachtimel got
closeto thecomposbay(sed-ig. 19, hidingbetweenecyclegalletdhatserveasacontaining
wall. Was there a group of them and | could not recogrse them?Wasthe composta
triggering/invitingevent or wasl justfinding a culpritto explainthe unpleasanfieelingso
myself Thepresencef theratshauntame.How to write-withthem™owto think-with them?
How to livewith them?As Puig(2017)states,” W K L @ithibn@vhumansshouldalwaydea
livingwith, awareof troublingrelationsand seekinga significantothernesghat transforms
thoseinvolvedin therelationsandtheworldswelive L @g.83).

Rathetthancontinuingo think in oppositionaterms suchasusthem,humanranimaj
| think herein crossspecieselationdioregionallgroundedn thetrouble,in arelationalvay
with thatveryland.Ratsareland.With suchrelationaperspectivenow arewe transformed?
Whatis the meaningf my encountewmvith the ratsin this bioregionatroublein the faceof
crossspeciefiveabilityandmultispeciegistice Eachtimewemet,weleteactotherbe.l could
haveriedto chas¢éhemout,lettheCommoner&now,find theculpritwhodisturbednyvision
of thecompostl wasableto respondn thattroubledrelationwelet eachotherbe.Through
thatencountebythecomposbayin the counterfhegemonifood commonsyardeni realised
howratsandotherformsof life aretreatedby hegemonigpolis.

In the coupledAnthropoceneCapitalocengherearelives,humanandnot, tryingto
makea living on the fringesof the hegemonicolonialimperialisnthat excluds them.As
Nixon (2018)writes ‘we mayall bein the Anthropocehat we'renotallin it in thesameZ D \ u
(p. 8).Armiero(2015)llustrateshatweareallin thesameboat?® thatis, thefinite planet but
not all humans and nonhumawnd) be saved from the sinking.

My encountemwith the rat continuesto be transformativébecausdike the human
Commonersvorkingin the cracksof the systemthe rat wasdwellingin the cracksof the
cracksAfter all,arewenot allin thistogetherMoretharthumanprocesselterallysustairus
andenableusto be heretogetherthe waterwe drink, the air we breatheandthe food we eat.
Throughthe relationalperspectivewe are ofthe land and arethe land andso arerats.As

privilegedasl amto writethesewords,to enactadoctoralprojecton stolenland,theratandl
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are both subalternsubjectsof V R P H Re@ptte \\We are all in this together,both in an
ecologicalelationabensendin resistanc® V R P H Rretialisproject.

| keptvisitingthe urbancommongprojectattimesotherthanworkingbeego explore
it in lesshumancentrechours.Transformingnyselfthroughtheseencountersnademerealse
thatHomd&apieraenot the only speciesapablef placemakingandworldmakingprojects.

Ratsdecidedo dwellsafelybehindthe palletscloseto the compost.

Fig. 19.: Compost bay with Commoners. Still Gommonifigrawczyk2022).

Thefloweringvegetaspeciesvereplantedor thepollinatorsbroadbeansvereplanted
ascropandfor theircapacityo fix nitrogenin thesoil,butno oneinvitedratswhoaregenerally
thoughtin urbanplanningefforts to dwellin the marginsandcracksfindingweedypatchess
theirdwellingsAs | did not reveatheir presencéo the Commoners, camot be sureabout
theirfeelingtowardghis guestThecommondood garderwasexplicitlytargetinghe logicof
the Plantationocenamplicitlymuddlingmy own politicsof convivialityn amorethanhuman
world.But thereis uncanninesmherentin this recombinanecologyThis spacevascharged
with its own agrilogiandyetservessa pedagogicatageofferingglimpsesfor multispecies
conviviality (Houston et al, 2017),teachingus to recogrée multiple morethanthuman
laboureratworkto growour food.

To spotthe bee,to noticearat, to compostdiverseaestheti@appreciatiorof whata
gardershouldlike muddlesour manageriallaim becausenorethanrhumanworldsalsoclaim

this spaceGettinghandsdirty in the soil,attendinghe compostjearninghow to sowseeds,
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grabbinga bikein hot afternoongo waterthe plantsandunderstandingow muchit takeso
sow,attendandcultivatea crop? this putsusinto relationshipandresponseabilitiesSucha
performativestagebringsus closerto morethanthumanactorsgeventsandprocesse$Ve are
in the proximityof the connectivities/NVe do not just seethe connectivitiesye areenacting
them,learningo navigateamongherelationalitied lifedeathworlds.

Overfour monthsof livelyethnographicesearclat TreeElbow andin the extending
commons,| engagedn the unique performativeart that Meg and Patrickdefine as nec
peasantryl. wasa novicein theseperformancesyet skilledover the monthsof becomings
throughthe E L R Rvbrlidihg,accompaniebdy humandwellerstheirvisionsyecipesagrilogic
andagriogistis, all hingingon how theyenvisiorthis place/worldto be.l wasmakingsense
of theexistingelationsatplayin thebiome makingsens®f theseconnectiities. did sowith
bioregionatriticismandplacehonestyin mind;thatis to makea placeherés to contributeto
shadowplaceslsewhevgheredoesmy food comefrom?Wheredoesmy shit endup?Our
tablesandtoiletsaregoodspotsto question/unveisomeof the connectivitieso be honest
aboutour place(un)makingefforts,to becomeesponsibléun)makerghatis, consumerand
producergacingdemateriadation.

Weatheringit Tree ElIbow meantengagingn a worldviewof worldingwith the lively
meshworkof the land,andthis sparkeda speculativeeflectionandlaid the groundfor the
imaginarandconcepbf soilingSoilingsaverl it isanethicepoliticalactto graspandunveil
the tangledstoriesof humansoil becomingsarchivedthrough multiple bodies spanning
transcorporealfyom our own bodilyarchiveo othermoretharthumanbodiesof theland.

As (un)maker®f placesand soils,engagingvith shit compostingoracticedemand
responsabilityto whatis in the bucketthe otherendof soilingl learnedo takecareof my
shit by compostingt properly,whichwasonly possibleby engagingvith morethanhuman
temporakcaledaboursaandlabourerd. wasengagingvith caringime,muddlinghedominant
humanorientedtimescalgrevailingin the currentfood systemchargedwith productionist
temporademandsn VR Lif® V -

In wayfaringhroughthe commonsof WombatForest,| wasaccompanietly fellow
humansvhohelpednereadthesignsandwoundsof thisstolenland.Dja DjaWurrungpeople
no longerwalk on their Country whichis now beingcoveredwith newcomesspeciesyhere
thereis a top-down attemptto restoreit to a pre-settlerconditionof naturewithout any
decolorging process.

| was commoning,tangledwith a thick meshworkof morethanhuman actors,

processeandeventsln anattempto staywith suchbioregionalroublewellhumblyaccepting
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thatwe areon stolenland,l soughtto conversealongAboriginalworldviewsoy adoptingas
faraspossiblayivenourownframeworksndlimitationsanAboriginaperspectivef Country,
wherethe teachinggomefrom the land and wherewe learnto engagehroughresponse
abilitieswith suchlively meshworkMy actsof storyingand storytellingf the commoning
performancedescribealsotherecombinangécologyf thecommunitygardenwherenuman
inhabitantsclaimedthis spaceasa DIY citizenled projectenvisionedasa food commons
garden.

Dearreader/vieweof thisresearcitreationyou havefirst engageth the filmworlds
of eachethnographisite,followedby my ethnographiaccountThe ideabehindsuchlively
ethnographiswellexploredn theseconathapterbutthecreatiorof theportfolio of moving
imagesthe specificaesthetiestrangememtrisingrom the materialityof the fieldworksite,is
equallyrelevantThe nextchapter, Filmworlds The Poeticsand Politics of my Filmmaking

Practicgufocuseson desiredaestheticandprovides anexegeticalccounof the portfolio.
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5.10nresearchargktreating.

We are living through the madnessof the AnthropoceneCapitaloceneDemos (2020)

powerfullysummasgeswherewe havecomefrom, andwhereweare:

We areenteringhe endgamé the terminalpoint of democracyof liberalismpf capitalismof a
cool planet,of the Anthropocenepf the world as we know it. Catastrophieenvironmental
breakdownglobalpandemicneocoloniaéxtractivismalgorithimiggovernancalisasteandracial
capitalismantimigratiorpopulism,and endlessvar comprisesomeof the forcesstructuing this
conjecture(p. 1)
Demos(2020posesakeyquestionhowto representheradicapotentiabf thenot-yetwhile
cultivatingpossibilitiesor an emancipateéuture?In the light of this, my questionis, what
spacaloesarthavein thiscontext?

This chapteris an exegeticahccountof the politicsand poeticsof my filmmaking
practiceln thischapterl exploremy aesthetiestrangemengroundedn specifidioregions,
humblyofferinga filmworld experiencéor a ~ K R S FutuXit®, wherehopejoins speculative
imaginatiorio the materiapracticeof livingotherwisecapablef carryingusbeyondheend
of the Z R U @&mnos202Q p.2). Eachfilm takespotentialviewersseriouslyNot asmerdy
passivesubjectdo be filled with my creationput asculturallysituatedsubjectseachwith a
potentialknowledge/understandig cinemathat place specificdemandsandexpectations
uponmywork.

Variousfilm auteurdiavehada decisivempacton whatl think aboutcinemaandhow
to think aboutits poeticsandpoliticsregarthg my ownwork. Agnésvardafor thegentlel in
the reflexiveapproachto documentaryilmmaking(Daguerréotyi€s,8; TheGleanerndl,
2000. MichaelndJudithMacDougalfor the ethicain observationdlimmaking(TheNedding
Camel§980 TempwdeBaristad,993. JearRouch for howto blendethnowith thefiction (Les
maitrefous ;1955 Moi, un noir,1958. The work of HarvardSensoryLab for the ongoing
experimentatiomwith aestheticand ethnographigractice(VerenaParavel Sniadecki.P.,
ForeigRrarts2010;Castaingraylor& Paravell eviathar2012).JamedBenningfor cinematic
exploration®f whatcanbebroadlyconceivedsplacgandhowto showt), for exploringslow
cinemandmyownlimitsof engaginwiththisslownesgCaliforni@rilogy,9992001;13Lakes,
2004).Maya Deren for choreographi@and ethnographicexplorationsof the (sur)realin
space/timgA Studyn ChoreograjimCamerd 945% DivineHorsemehhelLivingGod®f Haiti,
1954).And UrsulaBiemannfor blendng aestheticeind politics throughfieldwork practice
dedicatedo geopoliticaVisualkessayfDeeWeathg?013Foredtaw 2014) My hopeisthatan
attentiveviewer of the portfolio will understandt through multiple genericapproaches:
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observationalkcinema, sensoryethnography,ecocinemaslow cinemaand experimental
filmmaking.

My reflectionsandwriting practicemove beyondnumerousatureculturedualisms
whichmanifest” R | WiHeQreductiveframingsof ecologyaspresenin diversearticulations
of greercapitalismtechnascientificationalityandenvironmentart K L V WWORitddg2020
p.11).Asanartisticpracticel conceiveeinemaas ‘ecologyas L Q W H U V HB&hb$2@D O L W\ u
p.11) Likeeverymediagorm, it drawson earthlyresourcethroughdifferentgenresndforms
whichin turn mediateghe Earthin its flmworldscirculatingn the ecologyf humansociety.

My poeticsand politics of filmmakingpracticeare determinedby this conceptof
ecologyasintersectionalityMy portfolio is a creativeecologyitself, an aesthetigracticeof
(film)worldmakingThefollowingreflectionon myartisticpracticedoesnot treat ‘ecologyas
asimplenarrowthematidackgroundwith thisin mind,| opt for anexpansiveinderstanding
of ecocinem@Hagema2012 MacDonalgd2004 2012Movingimagesreecologicdbecause
theirproductionrelieson extractivisnandbecauséheycirculatan the broadeisocialecology
of perceptionl will discusshatdoublebind further.In addition,everginematidorm canbe

readecocritically.

5.2Thatdoubleind

From anecocriticaperspectivehe environments not justthe organioworld externato the
dailylivesof humansit isthewholehabitathatencirclesisandwherewedwellin thephysical
world deeplyentangledvith the culturalworld® anecologyf connectionshroughwhichwe
negotiat@ur meaningandlivings.As RustandMonani(2012note, * LtQishabitatcinemas
aform of negotiationamediatiorthatisitself ecologicallplacedasit consumetheentangled
worldaroundit, andin turn,isitself FR Q V X(B.H)G u

The cinematiexperiencés deeplyembeddedh ecologicalvebs,from the processes
of productionto circulationand consumptionyelyingon engagg our S O D @bt&xalV
resources allphasegshusforegroundingF L Q HiRdatthMansformativeoleviaitsimpacton
ecosystemds such,givenits originsin the materialsand technologiegroducedby the
Industrial Revolution,cinemahas a unique and awkwardaffinity with the Anthropocene.
Cinemabecame productanda producerof industriaimodernityatthe samdime intricately
woveninto both the industrialcultureandthe energyeconomyit sustain@ndby which itis
sustainedCinemas thusenergeticallgntangledvith the (geo)politicef extractivisn{Bozak
2011 Past 202Q Petersormand Uhlin, 2019).Suchaffinity runs evendeeperas cinematic
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productionhasbecomeinvolvedin artificial (unnaturalweathemvorld makingand multiple
ecacataclysmsvhile allowingviewersto perceiveanthropogeni@nvironmentgFay 2018
Gergaretal 2020 Ginn, 2015 Narine 2014.

Environment” D | | Raddbaargheweightof mediaculture from metalsandminerals
toitswasteO R [P&rikka2015 p.viii). Bearinghisin mind,wemustconsidetheverygeology
of media:all the mineralsand metalsextracteeuseddisposedf by the mediaindustry.We
mustacknowledgthe multipleactorsandagencieatplayincludingheE D U WiKadéandits
morethanhuman(under)worldthe agenciesf microorganismghemicatomponentsand
multiplemineralsandmetalsthe hazardousvork forcesof factoriesvherehumandransform
E D U Yed0uxtesandthosewholive off ourelectronicscraps.

The resourcesve extractfor our variousmediaticforms mediateand shapeour
perceptionemotionsand imaginationof the earth.Echoing + D U D 42ZD03Yonceptof
naturecultures that is, the linguistic and conceptualimpossibilityof the natureculture
division® Parikka2015)defineghiscomplexityas * P H G L D Q(PpM 314 HNedianatures
is ‘aconcepthatcrystallizethe 1 G R XER @f@nediaandnatureasco-constitutingspheres,
wherethetiesareintensivelyonnectedn materiahonhumarrealitiesasmuchasin relations
of power,economyand Z R U(Rguikka2015 p.14).

Cinemaarose through and with the Anthropocene,contributingto the Great
AccelerationHowever,the cinematicaudiovisualnegotiations/mediationsf people their
habitatandperformancebavesubsequenthffactedourimaginatiorof theworldaroundus,
potentiallyaffectingour actionsowardsthis world. So,despitehavinguncannyfeelingsabout
it, | grabbedhe camerdo negotiate/mediatine fieldworksites.

Thusfor me,thinkingecologicallgboutcinemameandirst acknowledgintpatdouble
bind of medianaturefn the politicsof myfilmmakingl recognis¢éhatbind,acceptinghatall
mediatidormsrelyon extractivisnanddifferentformsof exploitationHoweverthatis only
half of the story.Concurrentlyl, mustconsidethesecondind,theonecreatedythepoetics
of myfilmmakingpracticeRegardingny portfolio, | mustquestiorthe bind createetween
the cinematicform and the viewer that is, the co-constitutingspherebetweenthe filmic
environment(whereviewersare drawn into its ecology)and the Y L H Zrkitdlf(d body.
Recogring this secondbind meangjuestioninghe verypoeticsof my practicequestioning
the waysl wantedto movéhe viewer.That questionrequiresrespectinggachvieweras a
historicallyand culturally situatedsubject,alwaysnd alreadgmbeddedinto social and

ideologicalvorlds,groundedn expectationasto whatis beingwatched.
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Theliteratureon ecocriticateading®f cinemas rich (Brereton 2015 Gustafssor&
Kaapa2013Hughes2014 Ingram 200%; Past2019 WilloquetMaricondj2010)l1t explores
differentcinemati¢orms,genresndauteursjuestioningvhetheandhow (throughwhatkind
of aesthetiestrangemenstrategiesind argumentsjheseworks strengthematureculture
dualisnor whethettheyworkin the otherdirection The literaturguestios anybinarismshat
viewersmight hold themselvesoffering filmworlds that may renew and establishnovel
relationships the morethanhumanrealms.

My aesthetistrategysoughtto provideinsightscluesandevenrecipedor living-with
thelivelymeshworlof theland.l aimedo createa portfolio of movingimagesboutspecific
respons@ble performances with(in) morethanhuman realms: human dwellers
managing/changinthe land. Suchdwellingis not free from its inherentfrictions, mortal
relatednesandpowerrelations.

To laythe groundvork for this explorationl beginby statinghow, asenvironmental
humanist) think of cinemaandhow | situatemyselfandthe viewerin this relationshipvith
thefilm form. To do sq | turn towardsa processelationamodelof cinemaasexploredoy
lvakhiv(20112013).

This model views cinematicexperienceas an affectivecognitive journey into a
filmworld thatin turn interactan multiplewayswith the affectivecognitivepotentialof the
extrafilmic. For Ivakhiv, following * X D W \(2@Db)thr&e ecologiestheseinteractionsare
groundedn the materialsocialandperceptuagécologiefrom whichtheyariseA film iswhat
a film does materiallysociallyand perceptuallyit enactdfilmworldswhereviewersengage
affectivelyandcognitively.

For Ivakhiv, cinemais an anthropebio-geomorphianachinethat is ableto enacta
filmworld.He callsthis F L Q Hdedbnovhorphipotentialln relationto my own practiceand
in the light of this quality/capacityli wishedto enacta thick filmworld, groundedin the
materialitiesof the two permaculturesites and achievedthrough a specific aesthetic
estrangementhesdilmworldshadto berich, wovencreativelfrom relationsconstitutedy
anthropebio-geomorphigualitieof thecinema.

Let me unpack these qualities. These qualities/capacitiebelped me frame my
filmmakingand editing practiceto createand enacta desiredfilmworld. First, cinemais
geomorphicasit enactsaterritorialsed materialike filmworld. This qualityhelpedmereflect
onhowto enactterritorialsedpermacultursite to givebackto thespecifidocationghrough
thefilmworld. Simplyput, | hadto think spatiallthroughmy aestheticgor examplethefilm

Dwellings dividedinto chaptersnappinghow the permacultursitewasdivided:food forest,
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earthworkpond, grazingareasetc. TreeElbowjn turn, mapsand exploresa territorialsed
food/energyhouseholdnetwork, hencethe enactmentof wayfaringthrough the garden,
squattingn thetoiletandmovingtowardscompostbaysshotsof food on thetable spreading
thehumanuréackto thegardenetc.

Secondginemas anthropomorphidt enactsa subjectworldhroughthe resemblance
of thatworldto thehumanandtheviewerelateso thefilmworldthroughits sociabimension.
This doesnot involveanthropomorphisinghe morethanrhumanworld but ratherconcerns

Y L H ZaHilityto-recogree andrelateto ahumanlike qualityThisis exemplifiedby the GoPro
strategywvherethe camerattachedo the humanbodyshowsonly specificcorporeapartsto
which the viewercanrelate.Or by the life-storiestold by meansother than talking head
interviews.

Third, cinemais biomorphic It enactsa lifeworld,the lively and dynamidilmworld.
Thisis not simplyaboutthe livelines®f the beesandtheirbuzzin the apiaryor the presence
of the munchinggoatsin the commons.Rathery it is aboutthe animatd quality of the
filmworld: whatwe see hear feelandhow we aremovedby a specificaesthetistrategyhat
relatedo aparticulafilmworld. This givesthe viewers” W geHsuoutextureof whatappears
to belife, thatis, aninterperceptiveelationalityof things,whichspana continuumfrom the
barelyaliveto therecognizablyv R F(MakDiy2011 p.125) Examples includée strategypf
filmingthe earthworkpond,detachinghelensin the compospiecethefood | R U Hoxg&nd/
slowtakesgloseupson stackedavood.

A viewerbeingtakenon ajourneyinto afilmworld is a proces®f viewerimmersion
into the filmworld, togetherwith a broaderworld in which this entirerelationshipunfolds.
Ivakhiv(2013)describethe potentialof cinema

A film iswhatafilm doe#\nd whatit doesis not justwhatoccursasonewatchest. It isalsowhat
transpiressviewergnull it overafterwardsndasthe film reverberateacrosspaceetweerthe
film world andthe realworld,seepingnto conversatiomnddreamstinting the world andmaking
it vibrate in particular ways, injecting thoughtimages,sensationsmotivations, heightened
attunementto onethingor anotherjnto the largersocialandecologicafieldswithinwhich ILO P - V
signsmeaningsandaffectsresound(pp.12-13)
The vieweris caughtup with the film world: affectiveand cognitiveeffectsareproducedoy
spectaclenarrativityandexoreferentialityl he spectaculaextualexperiencés the response
to the visible and audible The narrativeis the recognitionof temporaland sequential
connectionsand the exareferentialis the recognitionof meaningfulreferencedo things

outsidehefilm. Thesecinematie@lementsnovethroughtheinterplayof constituenstructural
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dimensionsvhereby” F R J Q (thivikirig)J@ndaffect(feelingareinvitedandallowedo situate
themselveand { W U @andatb@gwhichthe tensionsaandresolution®f cinematiexperience
X Q | R@akhivy 2011 p.134).

As anenvironmentahumanistworkingwith movingimagesl cameto recognisehis
art and practicenot asa meremediumfor storyingand storytellingbut ratherthroughits
potential (and our implications)in the mutually constitutive and dynamic relationship
establishetdetweerthe viewerand cinematidorm. Movingimageawith the flows of affect
transformhowwe,asviewersperceiveurselves relationto theworld. Theycanreshapeur
awarenesandattentivenes® thatworld. Thequestiorof aesthetiestrangemeis grounded

in thislivedspacéetweerfilm andviewer.

5.3Aesthet&strangement.

In thefollowingparagraphs criticallyreflectuponthe poeticsof my practicel descrile how
it evolvedandwhy,weavingbservationatinemaof humansubjectwith responsablegaze
towardgheland(scapeandhowthesdongandsteadyhotsproducedaconqueringyazethat
subsequentiynfluencednetowardsmoreaesthetiexperimentation.reflecton andcritique
the monoculamperspectivdocusingsolelyon the visualand visible,consideringhe haptic
relationshipetweerthebodyof thefilm andthebodyof theviewerln additiontheadopted
strategieweresupplementeldy usngaGoProcamerdo bringmoresomatiandexperiential
gualitiesto the filmworld. With this in mind, my reflectiondraws on phenomenological
perspectiven cinema.l think about my own portfolio and viewersfrom a carnal
phenomenologicalerspectivea body of film in relationto the bodyof the viewer(Barker
2009 Marks 200Q Sobchack1992, 2004

Cinemas wovenmateriallyandenergeticallyith the environmentin turn producing
its own ecologythe ecologyof the filmworld. Howevercinemais not a copyimageof the
world; representatiors inadequatéo describet. Neitheris cinemasimplymediatiorbecause
thecreatiorof thefilmworldsis muchmoredensehanthat. Thefilmworldis of theworld, yet
it standsby itself. It is ‘groundedu It dwellsin the totality of its construction(Pick 2013).
Thus,the enactedilmworld is an evocatiorof the world, standingn the totality of its own
world. Suchenactmenteturnsthe knownworldto usbut doessoin anoddfashionlt is still
the sameknownworld but oddlydiverse.

It mayseenmawkwardo referto thepoeticof flmmakingasanestrangemerdenoting

arelationof separatiomnddistanceln contrastthroughits documentarandethnographic
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form, cinemas often chargedasmirror of realityasortof truthful representatioof reality,
gettingusclosetto realityratherthandistancingisfrom it. But cinemadoesnot reflectreality,
it is not a mirror of reality.As Mulvogue(2018)writes,cinemaratherdiffractsthe world:
"V K R 4liff@entviewsandrevealinghings X Q V HoHUQ) T hefilmsin myportfolio invoke
a senseof permaculturedwelling creativelygroundedin thesevery performancesand
bioregionshut my aesthetiestrangememliffractsthoseperformances.

My filmmakingpracticas alsoan ‘'un-makinguof theseperformanceandplacesThe
experiencef the apiary,the food forest,the commonsand compostingperformancess
reshapethroughaesthetiestrangementhefilmworldsdiffractthoseperformancelly means
of myaesthetistrategythe GoProisroutinelyattachedo humarbodiesandonceto adonkey,
useof longtakesof theland(scapegxperimentsiith detachinghelens.

My aim is to provide the viewerswith a sensoryexperiencegyroundedin specific
bioregionsandperformances. definethis aesthetistrategyy echoing& R K HZD15)term
‘enchantmernt W K DDV D M H FRWULIv&HmMight propel ethicalgenerositya way of
thinking that contestsdrearyand destructivemodesof reducng matterto raw material,
diminishingobjectsto X (jn 9). For me the more experimentgbartsof the portfolio3 the
pondpieceGoProattachedo thedonkeyexperimenta/ith decolorsingmygazeby detaching
thelens® havethis powerandexempliffenchantment. wantviewergo understandhatwe
cannotescapeanodifyingthe land(scaped$dr our inhabitation food productionand waste
managemenhltogether] amawareof crossingthin line betweerexperimentaiormsand
the presentatiorof theseperformanceshrough observationashots, somaticfootage of
walkingandmodifyingthatveryland,interviewswith addednformation,andevenprovision
of recipes.

5.4Cinemati@ndaffea@ndilmasbody.

The written ethnographicaccountsin this thesis often slide towards autoethnographic
experiencegdescribinghow | perceivedthe O D Qaffect and underlyingthe |1 of the
ethnographein this sharedexperienceSimilarlythe | of the filmmakeris renderedvisible
throughspecifiaesthetichoica.In otherwordsthefieldworkexperiencehesensef ‘being
over thereyl is creativelygroundedwithin the materialityof the fieldwork site and the
encounteregerformancesMorton (2007)definessuch an approachas ecomimesisThe
resultingportfolio is a creativefilmworld enactmenof the fieldwork siteshingingon the

experiencandevocatiorof my filmmakingenvironmenandwhatl felt. Morton (2007 )calls
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this poeticsof ambéence.The films evokethe bioregionsandthe performanceseingin the
buzzof thebeesstirringthecompostywalkinghroughtheland(scap@ndmappingheterrain,
observingwhat othersperform. This evocationhingeson the personalexperiencef the
filmmakerascreativelyadoptedhroughspecifiaestheticastrangement.

To illustrateheseconceptdetterandgroundthisreflectionon aesthetiestrangement
in the materialityof fieldworksite,l will brieflydescribany first daysn the apiaryandhow |
wasaffected! usethisexampldecausé wasmyfirst filminglocation wherel couldstartto
developandtestthe aesthetistrategies wasslowlydevising

The life-affirmingbuzzwasoverwhelmingl did not know whereto positionmyself.
My bodywasaffectedoy the hummingbodiesof thebeeslt took meacoupleof dayswithin
the apiaryandwith the beesto processverythingl slowlygot usedto their livelinessThe
affectthatwasarousedn my bodychangeaverthe courseof monthsvisitingthe apiaryMy
bodywasaffectedn onewaywhenobservinganilofrom adistancevith beeggentlymoving
aroundus,andin anotherwhenthe buzzwasmore persistentvhile we wereslowlymoving
throughthe apiaryin searcltof therecentlyswarmedolony.

In Chapter2, | drew on a speculativeonceptof landaffectasa " P H G LiBlatidth G
inherentin the potentialto feewiththelandi(Arnold, 2018 p. 97). Indeed manyauthors
following 0 D V V Xn@ik (1095)suggesaffectisa ~ Y H FoitRelihtensityof the encounter
betweemodiegnonhumamnandhuman)f whateverscaleand FR Q V L VaisIH@QQ EHW ZH H Q
amultiplicityof processesprporeabnd L Q F R U YRRl ZD T yp. 203).

My personakxperiencavasthat an aestheticgboeticsof ambence aroseand was
creativelyenactedwhen hearingthe different qualitiesand tonalitiesof the buzz in the
filmworld,whenobserving@ndfilming Daniloinspectinghe hiveswhenbeingamovingbody
throughthe apiaryl deployed different strategies in the portfolioréativelysethis arising
affectandfit the vitality of the E H Huzzinto the |1 L O P Z RpiadyGorvexample,iriding
specificspotsin the apiaryfor differenttonalities/energgf the buzzandtwiceinsertingthe
cameraright into the hive with ' D Q L @dprovaland understandinghat this would not
negativelynfluencethe beesGentleviewer, wantedto hold you at a distanceandobserve
Danilo inspectinghe hivesin-betweenthe augmentedhuzz and flying bees| wantedyou
movedby the E H H N HrrbSliy i the apiarytogethemwith the overalltexturesof the film
body to viscerallexperiencéhe connectiondetweerthe sequencethat mouldyouinto the
filmworldthroughthecinematidandaffect.| drawonthe O D @fféctsasfelt andlivedduring
my fieldwork® whenstirringthe compostbeingin the food forestor amongthe E H Mitdl-

buzz® butl useit creativelyhroughcinema.
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| did not wantto makeyou feelwhatl felt, to mirror andreproducat throughthe
cinematicmediumand form. Instead | soughtto creativelycombineecomimesisnd the
poeticsof ambenceto situateyouviscerallyamongthe livelinesof the beesn the apiary!
acknowledggou,the viewer,asa historicallyandculturallysituatedsubjectandthe wayyou
feel now may changewhenyou watchthe film again. understandhat othersmight have
experienced differentsort of affect;for examplethey could havebeenfrightened those
allergido beeamightnot havefelt safe.

Let me consideanothercinemati@affectin combinatiorwith ecomimesiandpoetics
of ambiencegroundedin the materialityof stirring the compost.The act of stirring the
compos® knowingwheret camdrom,themoretharthumanaboursandlabourersnvolved,
whereit will end up, smellingits decompositioA producedin my body a particularaffect,
groundedn appreciatioandcuriosityratherthanrepulsionThecinemati¢andaffectachieved
with scenesf the compostbeingstirred,and filmed with an experimentabpproachof
detachingmy lens,addeda particulartextureand evenwarmthto this footage asif the
camerabodwassensinghewarmingbodyof thecompostpile.With thedetachedens,| lost
controloverthe imagethe closeup focuseson twigs,strawanddonkeypoo in this warmed
light mixedwith the soundof compostbeingstirred.Dearviewerdid this sceneaffectyour
body?

| strappedhe camerao the E H H N Hide &/ tonygelfwhensquattingn the toilet,
or whenmovingthroughthe commonswvhilechoppinghe caneswith thesesomaticscened,
hopedto pull youinto the motion of wayfaringpodiesthroughthe land.Hasthis movement
takenyouon acinematigourneyinto theland(scape)?

Or considera different approachand possiblya different cinematidand affect. A
GoPro cameravasattachedo the body of the donkey.Althoughmy aesthetiégmpulseis
presentit isnot mystorybutneitherisit the G R Q SthryMWehearthehoovestumpingover
the rockyterrain.As 'R Q G RHodR stiakesso doesthe cameraWhosestory is it? This
unfoldingstorybelonggo the morethanhumanlivelymeshworlof theland:to the feathery
stigmasof disacaressinghe camerathe fly that entes the scenemultipletimes,the rocky
conditionsof geologicadlormationsDid youbecomewith donkey(nessh hisbecomingwith
land?

Another approachand possiblyanothercinematidand affect. The combinationof
shotsin the smallearthworkpond betweerimmersinghe GoProwherethe waterswirlsthe
lensandtheimage®f reedsareaccompaniely the gentlesoundscapef flowingwater.This

strategyvasinspiredoy my visitsto thesevegetabeingsandthe elemenbf the waterin the
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pond,whereamongother species, couldfind somerefugeon hot daystall reedsprovided
someshadeand waterfrom the pond cooledmy body. Moreovey this strategysoughtto
underlingherelationshifpetweerthereedsandwaterWereyoutouchedythehapticqualities
of swirlingwaterswingingeedsandwaterysoundscape?

The creativeuseof the performances the materialityof the fieldwork,the buzz,the
stirringof the compostthereedsandthe pond,the commonsfood on thetable squattingn
the toilet, choppingthe canesaccompanietly goats® enacta filmworld throughwhichthe
viewercanfeelthe cinematidandaffect.Whenbeingtakenon a journeyinto the filmworld,
this viscerakxperiencehis ‘thickimmediacyf cinematicspectacleghe shimmerindexture
of imageandsoundasit strikesusandresounds usviscerallyand D | | H F Visexaetigvhat
" P R Yud Mostimmediatelyand G L U HRaKHy 2013 p. ix). In addition the affectsthat
createdilmworldselicitin the Y L H Zoddié¥areconsequentlgeversolemnlyprivateaffairs
becaustheyarise¢hroughandcirculaten thewidercollectivesociabpacegroundedn specific
historicandculturalcontextsvheretheycirculat§ Ahmed 2004).

Mine was corporealfieldwork, a wayfaringand morethanhuman ethnographya
mappingof terrainandperformancesf permaculturédwellingandmy experimentatiowas
creativelygroundedin specific bioregions.l was allowing the aestheticand sensorial
performativeencounter®f the lived fieldwork experiencé with humansubjectscompost
piles,the beesandthe commong to shapeboth the fieldworkandthe filmmakingprocess
directly Throughthe aboveexampled wishedo not only detailmy strategyut emphase a
carnakelationshipvith the filmworld.l usecarnaterminologybeingpulledinto the narrative
by a movingbody, held tight at a distanceo let you scanthe land,graspedbeingwarmly
touchedby the hapticqualitieof thefootageetc.

| think of suchencounters termsof knots,woveninto acinematieneshworkbound
togetherto constitue the desiredilmworld. The filmworld is an audievisualmeshworkit
mesheghe artistwith the viewer the materialityof the fieldworkwith the aesthetigrocess,
mediawith nature,humansubjectswith placesplaceswith performanceslo recapitulate,
cinematicknots are woveninto a cinematicmeshwork and the meshworkof suchknots
constitutsacinemati®ody.Thisbringsuscloseto phenomenologicperspectivesn cinema.

Sobchack1992describethebodyof film asnot unlikethehumanbody.lt isalived
body Althoughit doesnot resembleéhe humanone,a film bodyis alsocapableasBarker
(2009)suggests’of the perceptiorof expressiomndexpressionf SH U F H @VW)LHBrQ u
Barkerthefilm ~ S H U F ékperiehdess immersedn, andhasavantaggoint on the world,
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andwithoutadoubtthefilm signifiespr otherwiseherewouldbe nothingatall for usto see,
hearfeel,or L Q W HRQME®YFDBYW u

Drawingon Merleau 3 R Q Y¥96&Yphilosophyof perceptionSobchack (1992, 20)0
describes$ilm asliving anembodiecdexistenceéhroughthe enactmenof the filmworld. The
mindfulbodyof thevieweris woveninto arelationshipf expressioandperceptiorwith the
bodyof thefilm. Throughthefilmworld, ~ Z Hanseethe seeingaswell asthe seenhearthe
hearingaswellasthe heardandfeelthemovemenaswellasseehe P R Y HS&lpchacki992
p.10).

Viewersare woveninto the meshworkof the film body. We are not fully in the
filmworld,but neitherarewe completelyputsidet. The carnarelationshigpetweertheviewer
andthebodyof thefilm isintimateandtactile Wearewoveninto thefilmworldwith our entire
body,wherewe ‘shar¢hingswith it: texture,spatialorientation,comportmentrhythm and
Y L W Barkefzdn9 p. 2).

In suchacarnarelationship” W D F§é m@dedl/perceptiorandexpressiowherein
all partsof thebody committhemselve® or adrawninto arelationshipvith the world that
is at oncea mutualandintimaterelationof F R Q WWH2ak&k2009 p. 3). The tactilityof the
film body embraces myriadof carnalpatterns.You are embracedy the steadinesand
slownessind,in turn, embracehat steadinesandslownessSomaticsequencesull youinto
thenarrativeln betweenhisinertiaandmotility, the detachedenswarmsyourbody offering
morehapticqualitieslisteningo the composteingstirredandswirlingaroundaleaf.

Over the following paragraphsl reflect upon another strategyfilming with an
observationatylewhenturningtowardghemorethanhumanand(scapeJhiselucidations
fundamentadsduringmyfieldwork | felt trappedoytheconqueringiazeandwhatit mayelicit

in theviewerwhereas aimedo offer aperspectivef/for dwelling.

5.5TrappedetweennqueriggzandesponrseilityOnaesthetafsontamination.

In the portfolio, | oftenturnedto anobservationdlimmakingstyle.This estrangemefhiolds

your body at distancemakingyour gazescanthe footagefor a prolongedime, eitherwhen
showingwhat human subjectsare doing or sliding into showingthe morethanrhuman
land(scape)The latter is chargedwith instancesof land that is separateand somehow
autonomougrom the humandoingin the filmworld narrativeTo contrasthesef{ODQGVFD SH -
depictionsvith mywork, I usedsomaticscene$o pull youinto themotilityof the ILOPZRUOG -V

land(scapein additionto interviewsgyatheredluringthefieldworkthataddlife-storiesof how
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this landwaschangedMy ideawasto createa filmworld of the land(scapd) lived,walked
upon,modified plantedandcomposted.

Throughoutthis project,basedon my fieldwork experiencel, tried to referto the
conceptof land(scapé)that is, the sharedrelation betweenthe bioregionsand the
performance’ asa relationshipf mutualembodimenandembeddednessetweerhuman
dwellerstheir selvesanddwellingbodiestheir knowledgeexpectationandimagination®f
how theseearthlyscapesould/shouldlook. Of course Jand(scapegxistsalwayand already
autonomouslthroughmultiplemorethanhumanagencie§ hisautonomys seetiroughthe
aesthetigenreof landscapeurningtheviewersnto detache@dnddistantobservers.

My effort to contrastthis distancingvastreatng theseland(scapeshjoregionsand
performancesasinhabitedand dwelledenvironmentsMy aesthetistrategywasto createa
filmworld perspectivef andfor dwelling(ingold 2000) A dwellingperspective

Might enableus to move beyondthe sterile opposition betweenthe naturalisticview of the
landscapasa neutral externabackdropo humanactivitiesandthe culturalistiocviewthat every
landscapes aparticularcognitiveor symbolicorderingof space(lngold 2000 p.189)
With the dwellingperspectiven mind, we shouldthink of land(scapedsa taskscapean
ensemblef performancethat constitutedwellingHumandwellersasin my fieldworksites,
performspecifictasksandinscribethemselvespon that (land)scapwith their tasks(scape);
thatis, their views expectationsmaginationandultimatelyperformancesf how theirland
shouldlook.

Let me groundmy reflectionagainin the apiary.Opemtingthe camerawith gloves
producesan awkwardnew feeling.The beeveil obscureghe view of my digitalscreenMy
movesare smoothas | havestartedto becomewith the apiary.l sweatunder the thick
protectionthat simultaneouslgrotectsand distancesne from this morethanrhumanrealm.
Thebuzzingof thebeeds constanandaffectany entirebody.Danilowasthere checkinghe

F R O Ré&akhMmspectinghetop-barhivesgngagingorporeallyn catchingheswarmsl was
theretoo, observinghroughthe cameraA questionarose whatfilmmakingstyleshouldbe
adoptedo mediatédisimmersiorwithinthe D S L ifsovndscapendthesentienecology
of thenaturabeekeeping?

To engageaestheticallin the apiary,| beganin the observationallmmakingstyle:
exploringand mappingthe apiarywith my cameral was crafting my cinematic arts of
attentivenessylmegotiating/mediatinidpe unfoldingeventghroughthatstyle Thisisanodto
theinvitationfor cultivatinga speciakind of attention(vanDoorenetal, 2016) asexplored
in Chapter2.
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Theobservationatyleof flmmaking wasmplementindpasbeerbothacclaimednd
criticisedoverthe decadegpraisedn the 1960sasa revolutionin ethnographidilmmaking,
later condemnedhs a detachedccamerahat objectifiesand dehumarses the fellow human
subjec{Grimshaw& Ravetz2009 MacDougall1995,2020) Othersclaimthatobservational
cinemas not aboutthe techniquébut a deeperndalternativeohilosophicahpproactio the
world.As Young(2009 remindsus,observatiors not asynonynfor distanceindobjectivity
Observationatinemadoesnot offer a detachedyazebut is intimatelyengage@ndbasecn
ethicalndpersonaitelationshipsvly useof observationatyleisgroundedn anengagednd
intimaterelationshipvith thebeekeepeandwith otherhumansubject&ncountereduringthe
fieldworkexperience.

Holdingthevieweratadistancdor quitealongtime,l wantedo sharghe experience
of thefilmedsubjectandalsothe filmmakerlettingthe viewerseewhatl saw.Throughlong
takesl allowedeventdo unfoldin thefilmworld,communicatinghy witnessingf aparticular
eventthrougheachshotin anobservationadtyle.In the apiaryl waslearninga newwayof
looking:respectinghe durationof the eventsforegroundinghe relationsandeventsrather
thanfocusingon fragmentsBut in foregroundinghe humansubjectandits practiced felt |
wasmissingthe allencompassingnd.How to turn my attentionfrom the humansubject
towardgheland?

Daniloisapractitioneof anon-invasivdorm of beekeepingchievedy offeringthem
the semiwild life conditionsn histop-barhivesgroundedn responseablerelationsvith the
superorganisrhive.In turningfrom humansubjectdo morethanhumansubject$ thatis,
theland,the multispecieandelementalivelymeshworlof the weathemworld3 how couldl
achievea respons@ble filmmakirg processgroundedin curiosity, responsivenesand
attention?

| hadto developmy own arts of attentivenesqerceptiveto the materialityand
morphologyof the apiarypositioningmy filming body attentivelyso asnot to obstructthe
flight pathof thebeesFindingspecificspotsin theapiary] turnedto slowandlongtakes.

Macdonald2012)writesthatestrangemermtchievedhroughslowpaceandlongtakes
of the landscapd~oundin arthouseandavantgardeprojects,s exactlyecocinemayith a
fundamentalrole in “ U H W Ud® Lp@rteptibn,as a way of offering an alternativeto
conventionalmediaV S HF W D \WRddanKldl 30u2, p. 20. However as mentioned
previously strugglevith suchanarrowdefinitionof whatecocinemé anddoes.

Moreoveyin movingfrom observingandfilming the humansubjectsowardscrafting

the respons@blegazeof the land(scape),felt theseshotscouldproducein the viewersan
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imageof landscapasanobjectof/for observatiorfLefebvre2011)I did notwantto createa
morethanhumanworld functioningasmeresceneryor our contemplatiorand we canadd,
for our consumptionl wantedo createadwelledand(scape).

My films weaveobservationaiootageof humansubjectsvith a respons@ablegaze
towarddand(scapeaddingfootageobtainedoy an experimentajaze combiningthemwith
somatidootageachievedy GoProandinterviewsexplainindgiow theseplacesverechanged
andmanagedrl hroughthe observationahots | hold yourbodyat a distancethe openand
wide shotspermityour eyeso scanthe humansubjectsandthe land(scape)vera duration
longenougho forgeanattentiveness. the observationahotsof humansubjectaffectthe
audiencevith the dwellingperspectivd, wasafraidthatturningtowardshe land(scapapight
contributefurtherto thedualistigperspectivef humanontheonehandandtheenvironment
outthereon theother.

| wasanxioughatthesdongsteadyshotsof land(scapeyerebeingchargedvith my
own colonsing gazegevenif theyweregroundedn the curiosityin responsabilitiesto the
fieldwork.Hence,| hadto be respons@blein two waysto the bioregionsf the fieldwork
practiceandto potentiaviewersWith my cameran hand,walkingandmappingheterritory
as part of the ethnographigractice,stoppinghere and there to audievisuallymap the
bioregionghroughlongandsteadyshots,] hadanuncannyfeelingthat this typeof practice
waschargeavith picturesqu&oyeurism.

Sontag1978Yefersto suchpracticeas* S KR W R 3éeDd &f lloekingatrealityas
an arrayof potential S KR W R J(ppD6B #9),areatingand possiblyfortifying the ideaof
separatednesshe reflectionmay be madeevenstronger,as the evolution of cinematic
technologyasrenderede D U ¥p#Ecaplacenot of simpleexplorationbutaspacef andfor

‘exploitationaggressiomonflict,andwar,sothatnowheres freefrom our sightor grasping
drive « Thisword 1 J U D \68dy@ thatit directlylinksto our sensef inalienableightto
1 R Zl@splanet(andindeedplanetdbeyondhis R Q KHayward2020 p.7).

In thelivelycontactzonegHaraway?2013)of my fieldworksites] wascontaminatsd
theencounterg§Tsing 2015)with themorethanhumanwhereheworldmakingrojectaneet,
collideand/or flourishtogethenWhatTsinghasin mindisthetransformativ@otentiabf such
encounterdgutl would liketo signaanothetayerf contaminatiorunevennesda therelation
with morethanhumanandonearisingrom inhabitingifedeathworldsandtryingto navigate
throughthemwith responsability. The typeof contaminations inextricabldrom lifedeath
worlds:goatshelpeduscommuningandwestill killedandatesome donkeysnitigatedhefire

riskfor usanddid soatthe expensef otherspecie thatbiome.
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As Derrida(1992)askausto consider ~ Z K D iverewere Jodgedwithin the heartof
thelawitself,alawof impurityor aprincipleof FR Q W D P L(Q 22%).In RgQt'bffi this,and
in relationto my practicel wouldliketo signabnaestheticef contamination-Haraway2013)
writesthat ~ Z Karnto beworldlyfrom grapplingZ L VipK3) My aesthetiestrangemeriad
to grapplewith worldlycontaminatiod with natureculture permaculturédnthropocenend
medianaturéinds on the one hand,and the cinematidand affect and responseability in
relationto the cinemaon the other.

In relationto the uncannyfeelingof picturesque&oyeurismi thoughtthatsuchclean,
steadyandlong shotsof the landmightbetoo pure.Again,let me considerecomimesiand
thepoeticsof ambéencearisingrom the materialityf thefood forestin thefilm Dwelling he
food forestis acontactzonearisingrom humarviewsof howthislandshouldbeshapeand
theresurgencef manyspeciesvorkingtogethetto achievehatlivelyspaceln thatsenseif is
contaminatednd ariseghrough contaminationl hadto grapplewith suchcontamination
whenl felt hopefull while attendingo the seedlingandcaringfor thatforest.In thatspacel
useda specificaesthetichoice a spatialandtemporajuxtapositiorandcontaminationlong
andsteadytakestakenfrom differentpositionscombinedwith messylesssubjectiveandin-
becominghotsof movingaroundaplant.

In lightof thisaesthetiof contamination, wouldliketo stressnyrespons@blegaze
andpracticeln mappingheterrain | wassensibléo the beesflight path in thefood forest
| wascarefulnot to stepon the bottomlayerof the growingberriesin followingthe goatsn
the commons| wascarefulto stayon the pathscreatedy them.Deeplyresponsiveo the
morethanhuman and elementalweathesvorld, such sensitivity was essentialto my
ethnographi@ractice As | visitedspecificspotsof the land(scapejhroughthis cinematic
body | wantedyouto stop,hold you at a distancdor a whileandpermityouto gazeatthe
footagemoreclosdy andattentiely andthenpull youbackagainnto the cinemati®odyand

its movement.

5.6Beyortiemonoculaerspective.

Although grounded in thauriosity and responasility of ethnographic practideg ideaof
voyeuristicallynappingheterrainwith my camergroducesfeelingin meof alienatiorand
objectificatiorof theenvironmentA feelingof seeinghemorethanhumanworldasseparate
producinga visionandideaof suchobjectificatiorthroughmy footageasif the morethan
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humanrealmsnerethereto be gazedupon,mappeddominatecandexploited The uncanny
feelingpersistbeyondhe monoculaperspective.

Marks(2000groundsherideasn thecritiqueof oculacentrisnhatis,the primacyof
thevisualandvisionsupportedyy the aestheticef mimesisAs anantidoteto oculacentrism,
Marks (2000)proposesyieldingto the environmentinsteadof dominationas ‘a radical
alternativeo the controllingdistancérom theenvironmensowellservedy Y L V (pR1@0Q).
For Marks (2000) the creationof aestheticaéstrangementould inducethe haptictactile
formsof visualityanestrangemeintatworkson allthe Y L H Z&éhges/

To underminghe masteryf the colonsing gazel wantedo decolorse my practice.
Althoughwhatl wantedio achievavasclearto me,the haptictactileterminologycameafter
my reading®f phenomenologicg@erspectivesn cinemaT his specificactof estrangement
aroserom the materialityof turningthe compostpile.l waswonderinghowto bringortrthe
morethanhumanabourandlabourer®f thecompospile.l gentlydetachethelensandthe
screemwentblack. couldnot seewhatl wasfilmingthrough the screeandhadlittle control
overthefootagel bentcloseto the pile,focusingcloselyon its texturesThe soundscapeas
the pile beingturned.In reviewinghe footage] haveanimpressiorthatthe biogeomorphic
formsandqualitie®f thisscenaresomehovaugmentedhelightiswarmerasif theheating
compostwarmshe cinematidodyandwarmlytouchesaus,the viewersaswell.

This sort of estrangementvas widely use in my fieldwork practice,mostly to
countebalancéhewide Jongandsteadyghotsof land(scapd)ybringingbitsandpieces;lose
upsbut nevemacroof the swirlingleavesfloweringvegetabeingspftengentlytouchingthe
lensandbringingus closer.Thewayl detachthe lensin accordancwiith the suninfluences
howthelightenterdn differentwayseachtime.Thiswasalsoastrategyo decolonse mygaze
because KDG OLWWOH FR Q \Md&aohiRgheHied sah ghwiigthe serBedyrn
black. am stilltryingto graspaleafor aparticulaspotof the bark,yetthisstrategygtrangely
diffractstheseknownbiogeomorphigualities.

| engagen thesetechniqueso seewith differenteyesThevisibleandthe known,the
familiar,arediffractedanddefamiliaged,luringthe viewerdowardsa novelrelationshipgvith
the morethanhuman stirring up the masterygaze.If the long steadywide shots of
land(scapeare somehowflat, forcing our gazeto run acrossthe screen,the aesthetic
estrangemeim detachinghelenspullstheviewemuchclosetto theleaf,to theflower,to the
heatingcompost.They lure us through their affect. As Shaviro(2014)writes about such

attractivenessan objectis alluringwhenit not only displaysparticularqualitiesbut also
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insinuateshe existencef somethingleepersomethinghiddenandinaccessiblspmething
thatcannotactuallypedisplayeg(p. 42).

My aim throughthis estrangemenwasto inducea novel way of experiencingn
contrasto theaffectproducedyy wide,longandstill land(scapeghots.Thesebiogeomorphic
gualitieandformsluretheviewetowardsionrepresentatioraspectdeit adifferentwarmth
of light,differenttextures andshapes mowementalltogethelgroundedn the materialityof
fieldwork Thebodyof film is touching uthroughmultisensoridlapticperceptioncombining

"W D kiaesihetigndproprioceptivéunctiongwherelyeshemselvelinctionlikeorgans
of touchpu(Marks1998 p.332).Thisreflectionon hapticvisualitybringsusclosetto thethird
form of aestheti@strangment,a desiredeffectandaffectfor the dwellingperspectivehe

somatiqerspectivachievedby the GoProcamera.

5.7Somatmnema.

| wishedo drawthe viewerkinaestheticallpto thefilmworld.How to bestbringsuchmotility
into the filmworld?In the 1970s,Herb di Gioia developedan observationapracticeand
teachingmethodologythat involveda “ F K R U H Raf W@hScibusnesbodyand VHQV HV
(Grimshaw& Ravetz 2009, p542).Di Gioiainvitedviewerdo movein synchronywith the
filmedsubjectsl followedthe beekeepdn hisapiaryjn front of him whilehewasmanaging
the hivesor in thecommonsbservinghe Commonerswvith the cameral wasstill; theywere
moving.l askedmyselfhow to developmore kinaestheti@aspectdor the desireddwelling
perspectiveDevelopingdi * L R LpBdagogicapproach| couldhavefollowedthemin their
performanceto movewith them.But | wishedio muddlethis observationatyle to contrast
it with the monocularl L O P P yakzEby pMposingmore experimentalkinesthetically and
haptically orienteiotagewithinthefilmworld.So,on multipleoccasiong attache& GoPro
camerdo abody:to the Commonersthe beekeepear meworkingin the garderandstirring
thecompost.

By attachinghe camerdo the heador the chest] coulddetachmyselffrom practices
like looking at the screermand choosingthe desiredangle thus creatinga novel kinaesthetic
perspectiven thefilmworld. Suchsomatidootagevaswidelyusedn the portfolioto createan
evenmorecarnarelationshipgvith the filmworld Thisis not the perspectivef thefieldwork
humancompanionsasif the camerawashandedto them to film themselvesSo vhose
perspectivas it? It is the body filming its own sensoryexperiencediffractingit through

performancesuchasgrabbinghe swarmandstirringthe compost.
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It is anotherexperimentn the flmmakingpracticeandthe Y L H Zpdrdeptiorand
reception.Interviewsare interwoveninto the 1L O P Z Rah@tiBedver different typesof
footagejnterviewghat givethe bioregionaknowhow, full of recipesandaccountof how
andwhythisland(scapdjasbeermodified Thesestrategieprovideasortof evidencéor the
viewers.

The somaticfootage attainedthe more kinaesthetiand abstractaspectsof the
fieldwork experiencesapturinga sort of knowledgehroughmaking,notthe "R XW PR P H
experiencéut ratherconstitutedas H [ S H U L(@&rihBHaWw& Ravetz 2009 p. 129).Each
scené the E H H N Haady&bleptwvido theterrainandperformingwith the swarmmy body
squattingon the toilet,the F R P P R Qddy.thdppingthe cane® works on our bodiesin a
slightly different manner,where ~ R Xihigers,our skin and noseand lips and tongueand
stomactandalltheotherpartsof usunderstanavhatweseanthefiim H[ S H U ($brRadiy
2004 p.84).

My bodyrememberthiswell. Whenreviewinghefootageof Daniloapproachinghe
beeswarm]| keptmovingmybodybackandforth, inspiredboth by Daniloandtheentirebody
of thefilm, asthoughbeingpulledinto thissomatiaelationl was(bodily)moved.Themoving
bodycameraelationshigesultingrom the somatidootages perceivedasan I R Wnkbid) -
animateconsciousandexperienceandintendstowardsts own consciousctivityaswe G R - -
(Sobchack,982 p.324) 1t isnot Danilofilmingintentionallybut rathethewideangleGoPro
camera&mbracinghe movingbodyandthebodyof the earthin thismutualrelationship.

Whatmotivatesandmovesthe cameras the bodily positionin relationto the filming
performancehoth the widerbodyandmaterialityof the practicenappeningitthatmoment
Walkingthroughtheland(scape)f theapiaryin searctof theswarnproduceslifferenteffects
and affectsthan standingby the hive and only moving the hands.What motivatesthe

E H H N H bb8ydamararelation is the relation with the performancesccurring. The
performanceeeandmovdble cameraandthe cameraeemndmovesith the performancgust
asthe beekeepearbodyin-performancendthusthe enactedilmworld seethe viewerwhen
theviewerviewsandmoveswith thesequence.

With the cameraattachedo eitherthe chestor the headthereis a feelingof afirst-
personview.A senseof motility is inducedand enactedy the movingimagethroughthe
moving body: bendingtowardsthe ground,handsmovingwhile checkinghe beecolonies,
choppinganddroppingin the commonsThis producesa kinaestheticelationto the viewer
but alsoa proprioceptiverelation;that is, the positioningof the body in relationto the

materialitypfferinga hapticvisualitya visceratinematiaelationshipvith the viewerrather
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thanonesolelybasedn vision.In thisway the dominantmonoculaperspectivéurnsinto a
morecarnabnewherdy our wholebodiesexperiencéhefilm.

Of coursewhatwederivefrom thesescenedependsnhowoursensewereculturally
trainedwhatcinematispectacleseareusedo, andthe expectationae hold regardingvhat
we wantto achieveandfeelfrom the film we chooseto see.Throughthe structureof the
filmworld,intertwiningobservationatinemahowingwvhatl haveseerwith experimentand
creativeapproacheghat challengethe 1L O P P DribHdAdulergaze and bring a more
kinaesthetidwellingperspectivd, wishedto createa landaffectgroundedn materialityand

theparticularitiesf eachieldworkandperformance.

5.8ThenotyetReflectiam®experimemsgethnographioymaking.

To developa specificand desiredaesthetiestrangemengroundedcreativeljthroughthe
ecomimesiandthe poeticsof ambenceon the one handandthe dwellingperspectivand
cinematidandeffect on the other,| hadto experimenin my practiceBoth ethnographiand
experimentdllm arewellestablishedenreshackedy acanonof audievisualworks,backed
by a canonof literature Althoughthe genresnayseemopposedRussel(1999)showshow
thesaeartisticpractice®ftenmutuallyinform eachother.Ratherthandistinctgenresthesewo
shareablurredhistoryof mutualinfluence.

Ethnographidilm is wheresocialobservatiomecomesform of culturalknowledge.
Arisingwithin its colonialcontextthroughthe developmenof the disciplineof anthropology
and the fieldwork branchof ethnographigesearchthe productionof suchknowledges
inevitablboundwith the politicsof representatioof theepochin whichit ismadejnevitably
influencedby the FRORQLVLQJ FhiersckiedPul sirSdR/Z HAUKidtory of
ethnographi@lm isthusahistoryof the productionof 2 W K H U(RuUHSEI¥909 p.10).

) O D K HNanwadkof theNorth (1922)is considereda classicakthnographidilm.
Chargedwith asortof willingtowardsa truthful andauthentiaepresentatioof Inuit life, a
sort of a salvagesthnographyof the Other on the brink of extinction,it wasa staged
performancedo be filmed. Allakariallakthe P D L&akactenamewas ~ SO X F NréhGhis
environmentwith his performanceservingasa ~ Q D U U D WL thid. ) BARERR012 p.
6). Thiswasanexperimenin fieldworkpracticeandfilmmakingmuddlingherealwith fiction.
MacDonald(2014)proposeshat suchmutualcrisscrossingf the experimentatorm and
documentaryimpulsesetin motionthe cinematself.
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Aspreviouslstated| personallgtrugglevith thedefinitionof cineman its expansive
documentaryand ethnographigenresas a truthful representationf reality/actualityAs
Russel{1999underlineghe ethnographicesearclandethnographiilmmakingpractice®f
eachspecificperiodarebound up with a rangeof aesthetitheoriesand practicesstylistic
changesand technologicalimitations/advancements technologiesin addition to the

| L O P P Bridatiity.V

A serief approacheshallengéhe traditionaldistinctionbetweerethnographiand
experimentdilm, muddlingand criticsing evenfurther the veryideaof representatiaof
realityThese rangeom 5 R X Feinggraphiimmakingexperimentthatbegn in the1950s
(Henley201Q Stoller1992o advancemenis directaudioguestionsf truth andrealitywith
fly-on-the-wall,cinémavéritéanddirectcinema(Spencé& Navarrg 2010 Young2009 and
morerecentworksfrom the HarvardSensory.ab that focuslesson representationalspects
andmoreon sensorgxperiencéMacDonald2013 Pavsek2015).

Suchcreativeuseof realitythrough aesthetieestrangementuddlesthe notion of
objectiveexperienceasit:

Departdrom rhetoricandpersuasionommonlyusedn journalisti@ndissueorientednonfiction

formsandalsocallsinto questionAndre % D ] InQioN of the transparencygf the imageandits
implicitconnectiorwith observationalocumentargs F L Q Hd#&xtlik to reality (Unger2017

p-4)

For Unger(2017) experimentahestheticslo not represeifithey do not articulatea sort of
externatruth that allegedhexistssomewheralongthe | L O P P visidhEndéthnographic
site.Rathersuchexperiment# filmmakingevokerhey: “ H Q JWith ithe nonfictionworld
througha differentform of FR JQ L WhicR@nhger (2017, p. 4jefersto asexperiential
knowledge

To supportthis evocativeformalismin experimentahestheticdJnger (2017)cites
1L F KR@Oktatementhat ~ Z kearnby affector feelingby gainingasensef whatit feels
like to seeandexperiencéhe world in a particularpoetic Z D \(p. 162).Venturinginto the
createdilmworld, the historicallyandculturallysituatedvieweris affectecby the | L Oliddy,
subsequentlpermeatinghis filmic body with its own interpretation,understandingnd
meaningbringingthe filmworldinto theirworld,attemptingo makesensef both.

Throughoutmy practicel alwaysicknowledgethatdoublecinematidind: how the
cinematicindustryrelieson extractivismavhile havinga powerful potentialeffect on the

viewers.Through aestheticestrangement gave the viewersback thesebioregionsand
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performancesn anoddway takingthemon thejourneysdo thefilmworld wherethe potential
of thenot-yetlies

For Cubitt (2016) the questionof how to live with earthothersis not a questionof
" H L \pedplear ecologiesyorit isnecessarigprojectof V D F U (plI5FRépCubitt(2016)
the questionof how to live wellrequiresnot just a political answerbut an aesthetione
" F R Q F Hbotigper@eptioritherootmeaningf aesthéssdart,thetechniquesf mediation
and communicationn whichwe construeour relationswith oneanotherandthe ZR U (.G
15).Theethicopoliticalquestiorof buildinganalliancebetweerhumansandthe morethan
humanworld?® the questiorof howto live wellvith(in)thisworld® maybe anaesthetione.
This is wherethe poeticaland political potentialof my researciereationlies througha
cinemationot-yet spacetimewhereyour world collideswith the filmworld, beingtakenon
cinematigourneydo feel,to be affectedandenrichedwith novelsocicecologicaineanings
andstories.

We arecurrentlyliving throughthe storyof coupledAnthropocenendCapitalocene.
Somestoriesmaycontrastwith thee madnessesthersmayreinvigorateghem.Throughthe
arts of moving images$ in my case an aestheticestrangemengroundedcreativelyin
bioregionalethnographicsitesand performance$ | wishedto tell audievisualstoriesof
dwellingthroughpermaculturgderformance#\s Haraway2016 vividly writes

It matterswhatmatterswe useto think other matterswith; it matterswhatstorieswe tell to tell
other storieswith; it matterswhat knots knot knots, what thoughtsthink thoughts, what
descriptiondescribedescriptionswhat ties tie ties. It matterswhat storiesnakeworlds, what

worldsmakestories(p. 12)

To returnto 'H P R(2020)questionandreflectionat the beginning dhis chapter
how canwe representhe radicalpotentialof the yetnot while bringingin cultivationfor an
emancipatetuture?Regardingny own practiceandasa nod to Haraway(2016) it matters
whatstoriesmakefilmworldswhatfilmworldsmakestoriesAs afilmmakerjt matteranot just
what/whosestoriesl engagevith but alsowhichaestheticahterventiond adoptto diffract
suchstories It matterswhatcinematiknots| knot. It matterswhataesthetignterventions
makefilmworlds.

With this exegeticadccountof the poeticsandpoliticsof my filmmakingpractice)
haveexploredand theorsed my usesof aesthetiestrangement explainechow this was
groundedn the materialityof fieldworksites diffractingthesebioregionsandperformances
throughfilmworldsto the viewerLike the two writtenethnographichaptersthesewereacts
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of storyingandstorytellingnot merelydescriptivaccourg of existingelationsBut they were
actsof makingnewkindsof storieghatcanhelprevivifyour relationshipvith the world.
Thisbringsusto thecorequestiorof thisresearcltreationAs thetitle of thisproject
illustratg | am interestedn whatit meango staywith the bioregionatroublein the two
permacultursitesin thefinalchapterl answethequestionshatarosen-betweemyethice
political view of the world? which laid the groundfor a specificmethodology and the
encounteregerformancesiow to live with the livelymeshworlof thelandwhilenavigating

andnegotiatingnorethanrhumarnrelationsandrelationships?
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Let us name the epoch of the hurdamaged planet and the crises we are experiencing and
attempt to unveil the tangled mesh of issuegusstions concerning the dualisms responsible

for human hypeseparation from moithanhuman realms: the Anthropoceélepitalocene

Wasteocene. These crises are also emergencies of cognition and imagination, and present a
timely opportunity to challenge@n UHWKLQN RXU "LOOXVRUnweadQVH RI D
2005 p.9).

,Q OLJKW RI WKLV DQG DV D UHVSRQVH WR WKH HQYLL
of stories, the purpose of this r&trictly human ethnography has been to explore two
permaculture sites and their human design as attempts at weaving relatith{shipsewi
morethanhuman realms through a written ethnographic account and a portfolio of moving
imagesAs a triptych, this project has explored the aesthetics ofvidlimith the world in its
morethanhuman relationality, an ethnographic accdumt@mpermaculture sites engaged in
placemaking practices, and four films that merge thasaims.

The originality of this projela¢s in the theoretical treatise on permaculture design, in
crafting a novel and appropriately lively methodology inr@aiimab with film practice and
conceptual treatise of its aesthetics in relation to existing scholarship in environmental
humanities. As a whole, this thesis contributes to research into film practice and brings a novel
understanding of permaculture destgiorm of dwelling, and performances through amore
thanhuman perspective that is theoretically oriented in line with environmental humanities
scholarship.

This project was sparked by the etpmidical question regarding how to live with the
lively meshwork of the land. This question took bioregional shape and sparked the further
guestions/relationalities considered in this thesis and developed inappeaptho chapters.

This final chapter weaves the central findings of my research with key theoretical stances that
shaped this doctoral research grounded in ethnographic vignettes. These vignettes illustrate how
the research question took more situatechsan two permaculture sites. Further, they
exemplify the entanglements | was caught up in and had to unveil, and the sorts of caring
performances enacted and how they were tangled with relations of power.-iHeuace

these guiding questions tlzeibse and were sparked by relationalities encountered in the
fieldwork sitesa/Vho inhabits the land and what does it mean to care for the land? What practices
and imaginaries arise through the permaculture design and subsequent land managing
performancest attempting to overcome binaries of good/bad and invasive/welcomed

species, what novel imaginaries emerge and what redpldreseand obligations arise? How
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are flows of care entangled with mortal relatedness when we put other species at work and
when we are forced to kill them? What does it mean to cometbn stolen land?
The research attempted to stay with the bioregional troubles encountered in the Valley
of Sagana (Sicily, Italy) and the Wombat Forest (Djaara Country, Australia). Stdyeng with
trouble (Harawag016) meant attempting to craft situated resfadnlgées while navigating
crossspecies relations and relationships.
The two fieldwork sites explored in this thesis are examples of permaculture
(im)possibilities, situated with@pecificities of bioregional weatherlds. Accompanied by
humans and motbanhuman others, | learned to navigate through such bioregional lifedeath
worlds. As an ethnographer and a human being, | attempted to make sense of staying with such
bioregioml troubles in troubled times. Such lively research aimed to resituate the human among
the morethanrhuman meshwork of the land and, in turn, recast the lively meshwork of the
land in ethicoSROLWLFDO WHUPV , GHVFULE H GbécaudeHnitidadby) FK SUR |
sort of entangelment comes a reality of exclusion (&E48). This involved making sense
of the encountered performances, the implication of my becomings, recognition of unevenness
and uneasiness in our relations with #ti@ehuman,and making sense of the slippery
ground of situated care tangled with power, violence and mortal relatedness when dwelling in
OLIHGHDWK ZRUOGV 7KHVH WRSLFV ZHUH H[SORUHG LQ WK
WKH 9DOOH\ RI 6DJDQR % DRGHIMO® BRD WRK :RPEDW )RUHVW,
, WRRN 6WHQJHUYV - -withLa® Mttuded We flj@e W Balal Kdidsbl
first, to challenge the coming barbafistf KH DGYRFDWHY RI D "*RRG $QWKUI
by an ecomodernist narrativsgfuAdjae et al2015 grounded in an ongoing mechanistic,
masterful and commodifying worldview that strips-tharehuman worlds of their agency.
Second, | let Gaia intrude on my fieldwork and thivkiitigng-filming. Gaia is a figure for the
becomings, theinutiae, the emergidgn intruder into our worldmaking projects, efforts and
visions. Thinkingvith such an intruder was helpful for me to muddie confident
exceptionalism arekemptionalism.
| adopted a critical stance on the bioregions that ctewtity fieldwork sites. As
citizens, dwellers and consumers, we must be honest abeuniagiage belonging and the
relationships in which we participate. We must also be honest about how our effort of
inhabitationhereLP SDFWYV WKH QHJO NigMehlend)ard EttaRtizisi8Odand- H
depletions of human and maéhanhuman communities take place (Plumwa0a8). We
must also be cautious about restorative/reparative practices. However positively charged they

may seem, these practices cannot be e#veuting to a flawed opposition between intact and
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pristine environments, but they can be about creating new and emerging ecologies that put us
into novel relations of obligations. Let me illustrate this point through a set of ethnographic
vignettes.

In the bioregion of the Valley of Sagana, the emerging ecology of the food forest is
planted with human and mdblanhuman inhabitants in mind, creating a refuge and
subsequently weaving us into novel relations, relationships, obligations anehlei@snse
But this was initially grounded in a disturbance of already existing ecological relations.

In the bioregion of Wombat Forest, we were goat grazing on stolen land, imposing a
burden of labour on other species. In its attempt to dismantle the eadédichotomies of
good/bad, native/alien species, the huar@mal work through the commons was not about
returning to a previous state. The combined efforts and labours concerned staying with the
bioregional trouble. Acts of navigating cspexies raians and becomings were attempts to
commonwellto world well with mortharthuman events, processes and performances in a
lifedeath ecology of a blasted forest.

As | described in the ethnographic chapters, permaculture performances with the more
thanhuman do not offer ultimate solutions for smooth worlds without frictions. Finding
multispecies ways in which worlds can flourish in the face of divergent worloirogitsgs
complex due to the inherent inescapable relations of power and mortal relatedness when it
comes to dwelling in the land. Thus, crafting multispecies communélkis fmoblematic
and ultimately unachievable because flourishing for ariesspwans death, killing and
violence for others. But permaculture design does decentre the human designer, facilitating a
humbler repositioning with(in) mdgtenhuman worlds. In continuing to alter places for
human inhabitation according to the wajnvagjine this world to be, permaculture design has
to consider the moithanhuman liveliness of the land, the rtbeexhuman worldings and
worldmaking capacities with its events and processes. That is,@stabiishaking view that
PXGGOHYVY DQG PRYHV EH\RQG W KnrbkD@uwEnw RSFEGP@W ULF LGHI

In defining the land as a relational poteassa sympoetic worldih@ permacultural
approach towards such liveliness involves beconarg af the bioregional relations with(in)

WKH ELRPH As &iRdySi@at@nhl and dynamic art of understanding already existing
relations in the biompermaculture is an attempt to weave synergistic relations with more
thanhuman worlds, a a@spondence and composition where resgaiiléges are cultivated.

Such lively correspondence and composition are always local, situated and relational, grounded
in understanding patterns and relations found in the biome througknosvgy, enskilling

oneself through and with(in) the sentient ecology (Ir&§dldl).
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7KH FRUUHVSRQGHQFH , KDYH LQ PLQG DQG SURSRVHC
7TKURXJK WKH :RUOGO\ 7H[Wpu WDNHV PDQ\ IRUPV W FDQ E
and the wounds dhe lively meshwork of the land, where our responses are shaped by and
into responsabilities. A vignette from the Valley of Sagana illustrates one such form. In their
H[HUFLVH RI UHDGLQJ WKH ODQG:-V VLJQV DQGea®wXQGV 6L
donkeys, and this was their lively reply to the bioregional weatteiWhile keeping the
grass low, they reshape the land and position us in unfolding relationalities, obligations and
responsabilities with(in) the lively meshwork.

A different ype of correspondence can be a form of transcorporeal achievement,
where we feel with the land through a flow of affects (Agtdld). Moved by such intensities,
| felt hope and | grieved. | was also weathering, and in taking care of my shit armdeaking c
of the soil, I was soiling. In becoming knowledgeable through our sensuous bodies with(in) the
ELRPH:-V ZRUOGLQJ ZH Dtharhinmambdoties & thig liVeliK ieshwdik HrU
doing so, we become knowledgeable. As transcorporeal suigegtsttie viscous porosity
of the material textures of the world, in our becorwrths we are affected and moved by
ODQG:V LQWHQVLWLHYV

Permaculture design with the mibr@rhuman meshwork of the land is a lively-com
SRV LVERRPQ VWD Q G VhdrRdds Whi becoviitvgk i the makingZ LW K “"SRVLQJu D!
in placing together, to design, to cause and create. Permaculture design is gotgiig com
with(in) morethanhuman worlds and worldings, where we are wovealwags unfolding
relations andelationalitiego be clear, such composition does not stand for a world free from
frictions and mortal relatedness. Let me unpack this through a further set of vignettes.

In the Valley of Sagana, the donkeys Dondolo and Giorgiana labourdaremsimh
of the land/world, grazing at the expense of other species, particularly their diégsaBrite
they also leave behind their excrement, thus contributing to building the soil. Care circulates but
so do inextricable relations of power. In thesedinfpévents and processes of land shaping,
we are woven into relations of care, power, obligations and redpliresstowards donkeys,
their worlds and the wider lively meshwork. In the same valley, in the hives where alternative
beekeeping practicag performed, the mitéarroa Destructarhabits with the bees as an
awkward intruded XHVW 'D QL OR -V-alsillyUd @& hiveHd B& e¥sHand the
mite3 is not to interfere. He steps back and admires the bees swarming and the worldmaking
projeds of the hive, but by leaving the bees witlvéinebamite, some bee families may not

survive. Stepping back is charged with a regime of violent care.
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The bioregion of Wombat Forest on the stolen Djaara Country is a complex blasted
ecology where godtby eating and excretifdessen the thick vegetation ofcatied weeds
and diminish the fire threat to human Commoners, reshaping the ecology where the seedbank
of native species has been waiting for the right conditions to flourish. In reimagining the
promses of what we deem to be pests and weeds, we were further blasting the blasted landscape
to find a way of partial resurgence. Yet too many goats are not useful to this project. In enacting
caring performances towards the commons, we had to kill the aariabourers and share
the meat among the Commoners so we could enact more work in the commons

The above vignettes illustrate two lively concepts that guided my research: response
ability and flows of care. Woven into mbi@rhuman relationships andri@spondence
through permaculture design in our attempt to respelbalthe lively relationalities, respense
ability becomes an ethigolitical task grounded in interspecies dependencies. Regp®nse
practices are grounded recognisingetihethatin turn ground us in the very events of the
ELRPH: -V ZRUO GabQities &el ¥I®dyS) Sttktional, always partial, risky, open to
contamination because such correspondence witlranteiman realms is always unfolding
and never ceases.

Another livéy and worldly concept/performance is that of care. Care holds lifedeath
worlds as relational and dynamic capacity to both make and unmake worlds. Care is grounded
and, in turn, lays the ground for an intense relational comm@arenibecomes an embodied
experience of being affected by another, an ethical obligation when teaahi@gose&
van Dooren 201§. Care involves performances and thus emerges as practical labour of
"FUDIWLQJ IORXULVKLQJ ZRUOG VAR EGGER&DQDIEARAPL YHO\ SUL
p. 9). Yet, in naturecultures, care is not about pastoral paternalisdoes it startrém
ourselves or by putting others ahead of ourselves. Instead, care runs in the performances that
try to maintain this lively interweaving (F2047).

Throughout my ethnographic chapters, | endeavoured to reveal both the complexities
and (im)possibiles of the permaculture design when it comes to weaving relationships with
the lively meshwork of the land. By putting nonhumans to work to fulfil our vision of the
land/world, we are woven into uneven and hierarchical power relations, whehamore
humanrealms become beasts of burden. However, a burden of physical work also exists for
the human parts in this meshwork, in addition to obligations towards titbanbrenan
worlds, as well as genuine concern, affection and empathy. Rather than bemggkartc

the permaculture dwelling, frictions, uneasiness and unevenness come from living in lifedeath
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flourishing worlds, where ethical doings are always situational, and care is ambivalent and can
be charged with violence.

Through a lively correspondenwe can become accountable and attentive to these
frictions, which can spark nobelcomingsobligations and resporedalities where caring is
knowing more at the end of the day. We become knowledgeable in that way as well. Growing
in such bioregiondnowhow through responsbilities, the lively meshwork of the land
becomes a teacher; land becomes a lively pedaigggso(2014 where responsbilities
are cultivated. Resporadalities are intrinsic and embedded with ethics and politicsaase they
"DERXW UHVSRQVLELOLW\ DQG DFFRXQWDELOLW\ IRU WKH (
DUH SDU,R0a7 P82V D G

Through permaculture design, we situate ourselves among the multiplicity of more
thanhuman others we are called to redpgonn the design process and through the unfolding
lively correspondence. In so doing, we are laying the ground for novel obligations and response
abilities to the lively meshwork. Permaculture is an attempt to weave nurturing relations that,
although clrged with inevitable relations of power and inextricabilities of mortal relatedness,
offer glimpses of a mutuabrrespondenceeven sharedllianced with the morehan
human realms.

The written ethnographies summarised above are half of this ressiooh The
other half consists of a portfolio of moving images. The politics and poetics of my practice
ZHUH GHVFULEHG LQ &M DahtatHol, dednrediér Airstx@aBgage with the
filmworlds but | do not propose a hierarchical view dfewivisual. The films in my portfolio
stand in the totality of their thick filmworlds. My aim was to ground you in the materialities of
the fieldwork sites and encountered performances through specific aesthetic strategies as
preparation for reading thineographic chapters.

The portfolio is a site of aesthetic exploration, an interrogation of the long debated
topics in film studies explored in the exegetical chapter. My contribution to film studies offers
a novel and less anthropocentric perspectitReoassence of cinema: concerning the key
issues of the place of the flmmaker and ethnographer, the dynamics of power towards the
filmed subjects and metleanrhuman realms, and problem of how specific aesthetic choices
(questions of perspective, expenitsién long take and slowness, depth of field and framing,
(re)presentation of metkanhuman realms, etc.), manifest in the filmwords.

The ethnographic films combine observational with more experimental and sensory
approaches to filmmaking. In creating the films, | took potential viewers seriously, considering

the mutually constitutive and dynamic relationship between the viewer aaticdioem

160



Experimental flmmaking and ethnographic film inform each other and share a blurred history
of mutual influence (RusselP99). In light of this, my experimentation was creatively
grounded in the encountered performances. | was allowing cuohtens with humans and
morethanhuman to shape the fieldwork and my filmmaking strategy. Drawing on
phenomenological perspectives (Ba2k@9 Sobchack1992, 2009), | envisioned a carnal
relationship between the viewer and the cinematic body.

My thirkingwritingfilming throughout this project challenged the ontological split
between culture and nature, envisioning a mutually constitutive and porous boundary between
human and morthanhuman realms, events and processes. Thinking about such enmeshed
processes and events as naturecultures (H&@@pgraws us to the worlds and worldings
of the morethanhuman who are inextricable from human ones. Conseghentlyetics and
SROLWLFV Rl P\ ILOPPDNLQJ SUDFWLFH Rtdla)ydsQWHQGHG
LQWHUVHFWLR@QOALYWth myldtRNO a creative ecology in itself, an aesthetic
practice of (film)worldmaking.

Thinking ecologically about cinema meant acknowledging the double bind of media
and nature through the politics of practiceRarikka2015, accepting that all mediatic forms
rely onextractivism and different forms of exploitation. But that is only half of the story, as |
also had to consider the bind created between the cinematic form and the viewers. As cinema
is woven materially and energetically with the environment, it produces its own ecology: the
ecology of the filmworld. | do not intend cinema to be a mere representation or a simple
mediation. Although the portfolio is grounded in the bioregions and pedesroérthe two
field sites, the filmworlds evoke creatively. This is achieved through both ecomimesis and the
poetics of ambiance (Morton WKH VHQVH RI EHLQJ WKHUH DQG HY
personal experience through aesthetic estrangement.

| hadto devise a specific and desired aesthetic strategy involving crafting my cinematic
arts of attentiveness and being creative in the evocation while also being attentive to potential
viewers. The biggest challenge arose when | adopted an observatiohdilistylaking for
morethanhuman land(scape).

The use of observational style when filming human subjects was grounded in prolonged
ethical and personal relationships built on an everyday basis during my fieldwork. Similarly, by
building a relationshipith the moreharthuman bioregions, when | turned the observational
style towards the land(scape), | developed a respmgmze. However, this strategy was
charged with the uncanny feeling of producing moving images of landscape as an object of/for

observation and consumption, strengthening the dualistic perspective of humans versus the
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natural environment. Although grounded in respalpigefieldwork practice and genuine
curiosity towards motbanhuman realms, | felt those shots were charged witblomysing

gaze, and thus involved a practicepioturesque voyeurisrin light of these uncanny
sensations, | signalled an aesthetic of contamination, involving an analysis of the way my
estrangement had to grapple with natureculture, permaculturepdcehe and medianature

binds on the one hand, and respaishty in relation to the cinema, bioregions and the viewers

on the other.

The idea of voyeuristically mapping the terrain with a camera produced a sense of
alienation and objectification. RELQJ ODUNV -V FULWLTXH RI RFXODF
WR WKDW IHHOLQJ DQG YLHZHUV: SRVVLEOH REMHFWLILFD\
shots of the land(scape) with an estrangement that would induce the haptic and tactile forms
of visuality. | decolonised my practice through experimentation with aesthetics: by detaching
the lens to reduce my control over the footage, augmenting the biogeomorphic forms and
gualities of the footage in that way, and bringing somatic scenes into the fiyrst@pping
the GoPro camera to the moving bodies. Wide, long and still shots of the land(scape) were
contrasted through these experiments in aesthetics by luring the viewers towards less
representational aspects of the filmworlds. Through this iaetthgtgy, | hoped to resituate
the human among the mdahanhuman meshwork while claiming the lively land in ethico
political terms. In the final paragraphs, I will outline some recommendations for future research,
hoping to enrich the field of enviroantal humanities with possible scenarios.

Dwelling, managing and inevitably changing the lively meshwork of the land is an
uneasy and challenging etipottical task. Crafting multispecies communities in which worlds
meet, flourish and ultimately c#lis problematic as we are living in lifedeath worlds, and we
cannot escape the inextricabilities that come with dwelling in the land. If a reality of exclusion
comes with every entanglement, then | envision crafting and putting into practice
methodologigthat are curious, open to contaminations and attentive to those inherent frictions
and relations of unevenness and uneasiness. With ravaging climate change bringing changes to
human and morthanthuman communities, what regimes of care arise? Whoswtiode
and at what cost? Concurrently, what novel forms of collaborations arise in reaching towards
morethanhuman worlds? We need methodologies that can dwell thickly in the lively contact
zones and unveil contaminations, performances, regjpdiies and arising imaginaries.

To further develop my filmmaking practice, | am keen to experiment with the
possibilities and limits of different aesthetic strategies. Specifically, to experiment with how to
researcitreate when feeling with the land throdghflows of land affect (Arngla018)
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considering morthanhuman becomings and relations as well as ecomimesis and the poetics
of ambiance. In my case, it is the cinematic form, but this question can be expanded to
artmaking generally. How can suchigesBecoming with motbanhuman worlds through

aesthetic estrangement enact in us novel imaginaries and approaches for living with the lively
world? The quest for me is to create filmworlds in a way that resituates the lntbhnmore
human meshwork en ethicepolitical manner. Last but not least is the need to tell new kinds

of stories about human and mdranthuman relations to craft respoasée citizens. If the
Anthropocene can be seen as a crisis of cognition and imagination, then craétigslier

also an aesthetic quest (Cupdit5).

In light of these outlined scenarios, instead of thinking hierarchically about those
approaches, | seek to foster a truly interdisciplinary dialogue. | invite those working with
multispecies and mettganhuman perspectives to collaborate with creative practitioners using
audiovisual and other methods of researelation and vice versa. | envision a mutually
enhancing dialogue that will sustain thinkers and tinkerers dismantling separations and crafting
novel paths for understanding and describing the shifting relations between ustaad more
human realms.
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